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OF THE UNITED STATES.
Publifbed by Authority.

FIFTH CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES.
AT THE FIRST SESsION,
Begun and held at the City of Philadelphiay
in the State of Pennfylvania, on Mon- .
day, the fifteenth day of May,
one thoufand feven hundred
and ninety-feven,

An att providing a Nayal Armament.

BE it enadled by'the Senate and Houfe qf
Reprefentatives of the United States of Ameri-

cay in Gongrefs affembled, That the Prefi-
dent of the United Statesbe and he is here-
by empowered fhould he ‘deem it expedient
to caufe the Frigates United States, Contti-
tution, and Conftellation, to be manned
and.employed.
 And be.at further enafled, That there fhall
be employed on beard each of the thips of
forty-four guns,one captain, fourlieutenants,
two lieutenants of marines, one chaplain,
one furgeah, and two furgeons mates ; and
in the fhip of 36 guns, one captain, three
lieutenants, ore licutenant of marines, one
furgeon, .and one furgeons mate.

Aad be it further enafled, That there fhall
be employed in each of the faid fhips, the
following warrant officers, who fhall be ap-
pointed by the Prefident of the United
States, to wit;: one failling mafter, one
purfer, one boatfwain, one " gunner, one
fail-maker, one carpenter. and eight mid-
fhipmen ; and the following petty officers,
who thall be appointed by the captains of
the fhips refpectively, in which they are to

b€ employed, viz. two mafters mates, one
captains clerky two boatfwains mates, cne
cockfwain, one fail-makers mate, two gun-
ners mates, one yeoman of the gun-room,nine
quarter gumners, (and for the two large
fhips two additional quarter- gunners) two
carpenters mates, one armourer, one fteward
ong; cooper, one mafter at arms, and one
cook:

And be it further enadled, that the crews of
each of the fhips of forty-four guns, fhall
confift of one hundred and fifty feamen, one
hundred and three midfthipmen and ordinary
feamien, three ferjeants, two corporals, one
drum, one fife, and fifty marines ; and that
the crew of the fhip of thirty-fix guns fhall
confift of one hundred and thirty able fea-
men and midfhipmen ; ninety ordinary fea-
men, two ferjeants, two corporals, one
drum, one fife, and forty marines, over and
above the officers herein before . mentioned.

nd be it further anafled, That the pay
and fubfiftence of the refpeétive commiffion-
ed and warrant officers, be as follows: A
captain, feventy-five dollars per month, and
fix rations perday , a lieutenant, forty dol-
-lars per month, and fix rations per day ; a
lieutenant of marines, thirty dollars per
month, aod two rations per day ; a chap-
lain, forty dollars per month, and two. ra-
tions per day ; afailing mafter forty dollars
per month and two rations per day :a fur-
geon, fifty dollars per month, and two ra-
tions perday ; a furgeons mate thirty dol-
lars per month, and two rations per day ; a
purier, forty dollars per month, and two ra-
tions per day ; a boat{wain, twenty dollars
per month, and two rations per day ; a gun-
ner, twenty dollars per month, and two ra-
tions perday ; a fail-maker, twenty dollars
per month, and two rations per day ; acar-
penter, twenty dollars per month, and, two
rations per day.

sAndbejjt furtherenaéled, Thatthe pay to be
allowed to the petty officers, midfhipmeén,
feamen, ordinary feamenand marines, fhall be
fixed by the Prefident of .the United States:
Provided, That the whole fum to be given for
thewhole pay aforefaid, fhall not exceed fif-
teen thoufand dollars per month, and that
eachof the faid perfons fhall be entitled to one
ration per day.

And be it further enadled, That the ration
fhall confit of as follows: Sunday, ‘one
pound of bread, onespound and an half of
beef, and half a pint of rice : Monday, one
pound of bread, one pound of pork, half a
pint of peafe ‘or beans, and four ounces of
cheefe : Tuelday, one pound of bread, one
peund and an half of beef, and one pound
of potatoes, or turnips and pudding : Wed-
nefday, one pound of bread, two ounces of
bytter, or in liew thereof fix ounces of mo-
Tafles, four ounces of cheefe, and halfa pint
of rice : Thurfday, one pound of bread, one
pound of pork, and half a pint of peafe or
beans :. Friday, one pound of bread, one
pound of falt fith, two ouncés of butter, or
aone gill of oil, and one pound of potatoes:
Saturday, one pound of bread, one pound
of perk, balf a pint of peafe or beans, and
four ounces'of  cheefe ; and there fhall alfo
be allowed one half pint' of diftilled fpirits
per day, or in lien thereof one quart of beer
per day, to each ration.

And be it further “enalled, Ahat the offi-
cers, non-commiffioned officers, feamen, and
marines, belonging to the navy of the Uni-
ted States, fhall be governed by the rules
for the regulation of the navy heretofore
eftablifhed by the refolution of Congrefs of
the twenty-cighth of November, one thou-
fand, feven hundredand feventy-five, as far
as ‘the fame may be applicable to the Con-
ftitution 2nd laws of the United States, or
by Tich rules and articles as may hereafter
bs eftablifhed. PRl

And be it jfurther: enolled, That the ap-
pointment of the officers ta the frigates
may be made by the Prefident alone in: the
vecefs of the Senates and their commifli-

1 which may happen thereafter/

Ty My T .
il the advice and confent of the Senate can |

be lkad thereupon 'at their next mcctmgi

snd be it further enzited, That the fea-
men and. marines fhall not be engaged to
ferve o board the frigates, for a period ex-
ceeding one year ; but the Prefident may
difcharge the fame fooner if in his judg-
ment their fervices may be difpenfed with.

And be it further enafied, ‘That if any of-
ficer, non-commiffioned officery marine or
feamen belongiug to the tavy of the Uni-
ted States, thall be wourded or difabled,
while in’ the line of his duty in public fer-
vice,’iic fhall be placed on the lift of the in-
valids of the United Stateg, at fuch rate of
pays and under fuch regulations as-hall be
direCted by the Prefident of the United
Statest Provided always. That ‘the rate
of compenfation to be allowed for fuch
wounds or difabilities to a commiflioned or
warrant officer thall never exceed for thé
higheft difability half the monthly pay of
{uch officer at the time of his being fo difa-

»

third day of March lat
hereby repealed. f
JONATHAN DAYTON,
Speaker’ of the'Houfe of Reprefcntatives.

THOMAS JEFFERSON, :
Vice Prefident of the United States, and .

Prefident of the Senate.
Approved, Fuly, 1, 1797°¢
JOHN ADAMS,

Prefident of the United Staies.
Depofited among the Rolls in the Office: of

. the Department of Staté.

TIMOTHY PICKERING,

Secretary. af State.
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HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES,

SATURDAY, JulLy.
Mr. N, Frreman obtained leave of ‘obfence
for the vemaifider of the feffion. 1
Mr.REED yeported the billfixing the time of
the next meeting of Congrefs; which was' ac-
cordingly figited by the Speaker.

bled or wounded ; and that the rate of com-
penfation to non-commiffioned officers, ma-
rines and feamen, fhall never exceed five dol
lars per month & dad provided alfo, That
all in?

fo difabled to receive an allowanze propor-
tionate tothe higheft difability.

And be it further enaded, That the Prefi-
dent of the Uuited States be, and he 1s
hereby authorized, if circumftances fhould
hereafter arife, which in his opinion may
render it expedient to increafe the ftrength
of the feveral revenue cuttets, fo that the
number of men employed do mnot ¢xceed
thirty marines and feamen to each cutter ;
and caufe the faid revenue cutters to be em-
ployed to defend the feacoaft, and repel any
hottility to their veffels and commerce, with-
in their jurifdi¢tion, having due regard ‘to
the duty of the faid cutters, in the protec- l
tion of the revenue.

And b it further enadled, That the com-
pen{ations eftablithed by the firlt {eétion of
the act paffed on-the fixth day of May, ene |
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-fix, enti- |
tled ¢ an A& mia.. = further provifion re- |
lative to the revenue cutieys” be, and the |
fame is hereby continued and eonfirmed,
on the terms and conditions of the faid a&, |
to the mariners and marines, who are or may
be employed as aforefaid.

ind be it further enadled, That this aét |
fhall continue in force for the term of one
year, and from thence to the end of the
then next feflion of Congrefs and no_Jonger.

JONATHAN DAYTON;
Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
THOMAS JEFFERSON,
Vice-Prefidént of the United States,—and
Prefident 'of the Senate.

Approved Fuly 1, 1797.
JOHN ADAMS,
Prefident of the United States,
Depofited among the Rolls in the Office of
the Department of State.
TIMOTHY,PICKERING,
Secretary of State.
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An Aé direding the appointment of Agents, in
relation to the fixth article of the treaty of
amity, commerce and navigation, bctween
the United States and Great-Britain.

BE it enaded by the Senate and Houfe of
Reprefentatives-of the United States of Ameri-
¢ayin Congrefs affembled, That the Prefident
of the United States be, and hereby is au-
thorized, by and with the advice and con-
fent of the Senate, to appoint a proper per-
fon to a& in behalf of the United States,
under the dire€tion of the Attorney-general,
in relation to fuch claims as may be made
againft the United States, before the Com-
miffioners appointed to carry into effe& the
fixth article of the treaty of amity, commerce
and navigation, between the United States
of Amenca and his Britamnic majefty. And
it fhall be the duty of the Attorney-general,
to counfel fuch Agent, and to attend be-
fore the faid Commiffioners, whenever any
queftions of law, or fa&, to be determined
by. them, fhall render his affiftance neceflary.,

Seétion 2. And be it further enadted, That
the Attorney-general be, and is hereby au-
thorifed to employ fuch agents, in different
parts of the United States, as the bufinefs
befote the faid Commiffioners, in his opini-
on, fhall make neceffary, to be paid accord-
ing to their fervices, at fuch rate as the Prefi-
dent of the United States fhall dire&. .

Seétion 3. And be it further engded, That
during the continuance of the fervice to be
performed under this a&, the Attorney-
general fhall be entitled to an additional
compeniation of fix hundred dollars per an-
num, and the perfon hereby direéted to be
appointed, to a compenfation at the rate of
two thoufand dollars per agnum.

Seétion 4. And be it further ena@ed, That
for enabling the Prefident of the United
States; to defray the expenfes to be incur-
red under, and by this a&, a fum not exceed-
ing ten thoufand dollars be, and hereby is
appropriated, to be paid out of any monies
not otherwife appropriated.

JONATHAN DAYTON,
Speaker ‘of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
THOS. JEFFERSON,
Vice-Prefident of the United States, and
Prefident of the Senate.

Approved, Fune 30th, 1797 -
JOHN ADAMS,
Prefident of the United ‘States.
Depojited among the Rolls in the Qffice of the

tnrent of State.
TIMOTHY PICKERING,
Secretary of State.

An 48 to aftertain the time for the next meeting
of Congrefs, and to repeal the A& heretofore
i paffed for that purpofe.

- BE it enadled by the Senate and Houfe of
Reprefentatives of the United States of Ameri-
cay in Cangnﬁ affembled, 'That after the end
of the prefent fcflion; the next meeting of
‘Congrefs fhall be on the fécond Monday of
November in thé¥prefent year.

Audbeit furthen enalediy that the a& inti-
tuled ¢ Ana to adlter the time for the
next meeting of Congrels,” ‘pafied on the

s, if foappointe, thall continue in force
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erior difabilities fhall entitle the perfon |

« ter from Georgetown, Sout)y Carolina, inform-

Mr. BRookES thought the prefent naturaliza-

i tion“law allowed foreigners too foon to become

| citizens of the United States: he withed the law

| therefore to be revifed, and propofed the follow-
ing refolution = ST

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to
{ prepare and report a bhill to amead the adt-eflab-
{ lifhing an uniform rule of naturalization, ' Or-
dered to lic en the table.

The bill for continuing procefsTn the circuit

courtiin thie ftate of North Carolina, was read
the third time; and was about to be pafled,
when the queftion on paffing was about to be
taken;
. Mr, J. WiLr1ams wifhed to know what'was
the caufe. of the/negleét of the Circuit Court
Judges, which gave occafion for this bill.

Mr. BLount faid, that he had received a let-

ing him, that the caufe of she omiffion was that
Judge Chale’s borfe bad tired.

The bill was pufled.

The amendments of theMenate to the bill for
continuing in force feveral adls and parts of adls,
were taken up, one of them negatived, and ano-
ther amended.” The Senate afterwards fent the
bill down with the amendments concurred in-

The Heufe then took up the amendments re-
ported by the committee of the whole to the bill
laying a ftamp tax, when the amendment being
under confideration, impofing a tax of fwenty
dollars (inftead of zzventy cenis, as ftated in ovy
paper of Saturday ) on certificates of Natucaliza-
tion.

Mr. SwANWICK faid, this tax would operate,
in fome degree,. as a poll tax, and he thought

20 dollars too confiderable afum for this purpofe.

M. W. SmrTH faid ghe fum could not be al- |
tered but by recommitting the bill.

Mr. GaLLaTIN believed the fum might be
deereafed, though it could mot be increafed i |
the Houfe. i

The SpeakEr confirmed the opinion that it |
would be in order to leflen the fum,

Mr. SwaNwiCK, then movedthat the twenty |
dollars be reduced to four. In a fubfequent part |
of the bill, four dollars were charged as a ftamp
upon any letiers patent, and if this were thought
fufficient for a thing of this kind which proba-
bly proved very lucrative to the party, he tho’t
it would be quite enough for a foreigner ro pay,
when he took vpon himfelf 2ll the rights of a |
citizen, ‘This tax might operute upon perfons
who might not have twenty dollarsin the world. |
When they fpoke the other day on the fubje&t
of rich monied eerparations, it was hoped they
fhould be moderate in the tax impofed upon
them ; he trulled they fhould not be lefs fo when
the pear emigrant was concerned,

Mr. SewALL hoped the amendment would |
not be made. Everv foreigner who came to |
this country, had a full oppertunity of gettinig a |
Jiving without enjoying the rights of a citizen; |
and he knew not why he fhould become a citi- |
zeny if he did pot think the privilege worth 20
dollars, and was willing to pay it.

Mr."GoRDON gave it as a rcafon for not di-
minithing this fom, that foreigners might live
itere five years, without being obliged te ferve
any public offices, fuch as conflable, &c.

Mr,BroOKES did not think the fum exceffive.
He would not have the right of citizenthip made
too common, He had no objeétion to the ad-
mitting of foreigners into this country, but there
were foreigners came here, fugitives from juflice,
and others; who never wonld be of any advan-
tage to any country. - Thefe, for the fmall fum
of 20 dollars, might become citizens—he would
not have them admitted for lefs, as it would be
neceffary te have fome fecurity for the attach-
ment of perfons io the government of this coun-
try ; and fuch men as would be of advantage to
the country would not think the fam too large.

Mr. GALLATIN denied that the argument of
the gent'eman from New-York would apply, as
a perfon’s paying a fum of money, would be ne
proof that he was well aflected to the governe
ment. A conviél or a highwayman might boffi-
bly pay 2e dollars with greater eafe than the
worthieft of men. ‘

Mr. G. faid he objefted to the fum of twenty
dollars, becaafe it would operate in a very im-
proper manner. A fingle man might, in a
fhort time, fave the money necellary tv purehafe
his citizenfhip ; but he knew a great number of
perfons, who. cdme to this country with large
tamilies, very valuable emigrants, and upon
whom we had more fecurity for their good be-
haviour than upon fingle men, upon whom this
tax would fall very heavy.

He obje@ed to the tax alfo as it related to the
children of thofe perfons."He knew a great num-
ber of emigrant families, with many children,
whofe heads were not'at prefent citizens of this
country: and thefe children, if their fathers
thould net be able, or fhould negleét, to become
a citizen, though they may have receivgd their
education here, and formed the firongeft attach-
ment to the government aud country, yet, be-
fore they can become citizens, they wi leach of
‘them have to pay 20 dollars. This would be
extremely hard, and it woeuld not only bt hard,
but it might become dangerous to the peace of
the country ; befides that the property of every
perfon not being a citizen would want that fe-
curity which it wowld otherwife have. Nor did
he conceive it whuld be perfectly fafe to have
one fourtb, if not enc third part of the mhabi-
‘taiits of a-country living as foreigners, in its bo-
fom. Thefe men, {peaking the fame language,
and having the fame manners, after they had
been in the conntry ten or fifteen years, would
lock vpon the refufal to admat thera to the com-
mon tight of citizens, except upon the payment
of 20 dollars, as unjuft and oppreflive. If fo
large afom was charged, Mr. G faid, previfien
fhould be made,in favour of the children of fuch
fathers as fhould not themfclves have been citi-
zens. Aas four dollars might, perhaps, be thought
too fmalla fum, he fhould move to firike out the
tavesty, and to leave the fum blank.

Mr. Swagwick obferved, that it"had
been urged 1n favor of this large fum, that
foreigners would not be obliged to became
citizens, as they might get a living in the
country without'doing fo. But was it not
of advantage he afked, that foreigners fhould

|
|

1

, be, and the fameis  bétome etizens, and not that a great part

of the people of our country fhould be living
amongflt us, without owing allegiance to:
our government ! But'it was faid thefe emi-
grants might be highwaymen; or men of bad
charaéter 3 but did . not the naturalization
law tequire, that every s:erfon applying to
be made a citizen, fhould produce two wit-
nefles to fpeak 1o their moral character —
And furely after a refidence of five years,
and a guard of thiy kind, there could not be
any reafon for fuch arguments, It fhould

feem, from what was faid, on this occafion,’

that twenty dollars was to be the price upon
which we were willing to admit the worft of
charaters'to the privilege of citizenfhip:-
But it was faid, thatif this tax were not
laid, the rights of citizenfhip would become
too common. This was a do@rine contra-
ry to ahy thing he had heatd before on the
fubje&. Since’ the year 1776 it had been
uniformly the language of this country, that
we had, in this weftern world, opened an
alylum for emigrants from every country.
This was our language: “ Come and join us
in the bleflings we enjoy in a country large
and fertile, and under a government founded

upon the principles of liberty and juftice.”’;

Were the inhabitants -of this country all
borninit? Certainly not ; a great majority
were foreigners ; even in the government it-
{elf were very many foreigners. And fhould
they, becaufe they came alittle fooner, or
had better fortune than others, fay to their
lefs fortunate brethren, ¢ you fhall not be
admitted to the privilege of citizenthip but
on. the payment of twenty dollars, though
we received it without morey and without
price 2’ It was faid a man might foon earn
20 dollars to pay for this privilege ; but fup-
pofing he could foon earn 50 dollars, he did
not think that a good reafon for laying this
tax.

The gentleman from NeygHampfhire had
alledged as a reafon for this high tax, that
foreigners were excufed, before they became
citizens, from fharing in the burdenfome
offices of the community ; but he thought
this was a rcafon for’admitting foreigners
earlier, in order to fhare fuch offices with
our citizens. For it would be a curious
thing, if there fhould be occafion for the
fervices of thefe men in defending the cofin-
try, if they thould refufe to turn ont;-pe-
caufe they had been refufed adwhiffion to the
participation of its immunities.

In a country like ours, he faid, it was ex-
tremely impolitic to throw obftruétions in
the way of emigrations. He was defircus
that eveny attention fhould be paid to the
moral’ charatter of emigrants before they
were admitted as citizens, but-he trufted
they fhould not degrade the country in the
eyes of foreign nations by putting fo high a
tax upon the privilege of citizenfhip. ~ It
would ill fuit the high tone which had been
held abroad of the liberty of this country ;
nor'did he think their conftituents wauld be
well pleafed with fuch a tax.

If they compared this tax with other
parts of the bill, it would be found much
heavier than any other. A lawyer was to
pay 10 dollars upon the entrance of his lu-
crative profeffion ; whillt a poor foreigner

| was to pay 20 to be admitted as a citizen.

In doing this, gentlemen feemed defirous
only of having rich emigrants as citizens,
whillt the poor wanderer, flying from the
hearth tag of Ireland, or from the opprefii-
ons of other countries, who would be vaftly
ufeful in the cultivation of our land, and in
every ufeful labour, would be in a great mea-
fure excluded from their rights in fociety.

Mr. Harper enquired if it would be in
order to firike out the whole provifion 2—
Being told it would not, he faid he fhould
then be in favor of the prefent motion, and
if it wete carried, vote againft the whole.
He did not think the fubjet had any con-
neétion with thé prefent bill ; nor was he
of opinion that to lay a tax of ‘this kind
would be 2 means of fecuring to us better
citizens, than if ‘there were no tax. He
would have citizenfhip given without price,
but he would requirg a longer refidence to
be neceflary than was required by the pre-
fent naturalization law. ,

He did not agree with the'gentleman laft
up, on the propriety of inviting emigrations
from all parts of the world. = There was a
moment of enthufiafm in this country, when
this was thought to be right, when we were
not fatisfied with giving to emigrants every
blefling which we had earned with our blood
and treafure, but admitted them inftantly
into the rights of citizenthip. An experi-
ence of ten or fifteen years, he faid, had
convinced us we were wrong., They had
done fomething to prevent the evil in future;
but he thought they fhould do more. He
fhould be willing that no man fhould become
a“citizen of this country but by birth: he.
would have all foreigners freely admitted,
and he would admit tkeir ¢hildren to have
a right to citizenthip. He believed this
would be a proper policy for this and every
other country. ’

Mr. SwaNwIck withdrew his motion.

Mr. Macos oppofed the tax altogkther,

as tending to injure the poor and induftrious |

part of the emigrants to this country, which
he looked upon as the moft valuable.

"Mr. Goopricu did not think it was in -

ordér to difcufs the propriety or impropriety
of encouraging emigration. The only quef-
tion before them was, whether or not the
certificate of citizenfhip was a proper object
of taxation. He thought it was. It was
not a fale of citizenfhip, as had been repre-
fented, but a ftamp tipen this kind of paper.
He thought the argument of the gentleman
from Pennfylvania, that if a father neglected
to become a citizen, all his children, before
they could be citizens, would have each to
pay 20 dollars 3, would be a tie upon parental
affetion, for a father to: do what his chil-
dren would be fo much benefited by. :
Mr. Venasre did not know that it was
neceflary to take a certificate when a perfon
was ‘naturalized, and therefore the  duty
mig‘ni be evaded. \ S e
Mr. Craxk doubted not, if this tax were’
laid, that if perfons were not new obliged
to take a certificate, fuch am sobligation

& on

twenty dollars. <

faid to be_the price of natpralization, bat

.was there any more impropriety ‘in this,

‘but, he trufted, we did not! mean to confive

would be laiduponthem. He voted in £
of 20-dollars ; but, on réfleétion, he thou
‘the fum too large. He believed the 6bj
vroper. for taxation,. and fHoald only vig
the fubjed in that light:’ It would 1
operate, he faid, on ‘men coming into t
country only, hut upon many perfons alrea!
in it. ~He had been frequently witnefs
applications from men to become citizer
who had been ip the dountry from the yee
1783.. Many of thefe; fince the pafling ¢
the general natursizatiorl law; had been n
turalized under/the general ftatelaws 3 an\
if it were determined that this naturalization |
was not efleCtual, they would have the cereal
mony again to go 'thro,ug'h under. the law of
the United States. It was very unfount
palicy, and he: queftioned the confiftency o
it, to mrke property a rule for a‘man’ be.
coming a citizen.  One of the rights of
citizen was wctiig-at an. elérion, and if - i
was neceflary he fi’ould be pofleffed of a ce
tificate of this kind hefore his vote could
admitted, it-would be the fame thing ast
requireshim to. be poflefled of “a' certaia po
tion of property before he had a ‘wight t
vote.. In this view he thought the princip
improper. He wifhed the gentleman fro
Pennfylvania had not withdrawn his metior
as he fhculd be in favor of voting for a fma
fum. ; g
Mr. LYON was oppofed to this aiendmert
It appeared to him in irious, cruel and impoli
tic.. It was injurious, becaufe we had'dealt ong
a different kind of language heretofores we hac
told the world, that there was in this country
zood {pring of Liberty, and invitéd all to com
and daink of it. We had told them the countr
was rich and’fertile, aad invited them t5 comd
and tafte of ‘our fruits; and he did not think i
was right now to turn found to them and fay
¢ You fhall not tic admitted as citizess unlefs yo
pay 20 dollars ”” ‘Thisleoked hike enteripgint
a treaty, offenfive and defenfive” with the Mo
narch of Britain, to prevent his Tubjeds fro
‘zaving him and coming hither. He was almo#
led to fufpect the thing wis introduced oa thd
fuggeflion of a certain Foreign Minifter. . |

The Seeaker declared fuch fuggeftion:
to be wholly out of order.

Mr.. Sewarwy. faid, tho’ he wifhed thi
country 'to be an afylum formen of every
other who chofe to' come to it, yet he did
aot with to fee foreigners our Governors ;B
and indeed.if they were admitted as yoters)
at’ our elections, they in fome ‘degree, be-
came the governors ' of our country. He
withed, therefore, that a longer refidence
fhould bé neceflary, before.a foreigner fhould
become a citizeun... He liked ' this amend- i &
ment, becaufe it made it neceflary for a man '
to have a little property before he conld be
admitted.” "This was looked upon as necef-
fary in_every other country. Nor did he
think the tax too large; as any man might
afford to pay this fum after he had been five
years in the country.  They had feen men
to-day take the oath of allegiance and be-
come citizens of the United States, and the' ’
next again become citizens of the French
Republic, by entering on board. their pri-
vateers. 4 : 2

Mr. Ri WiLriams faid, there was {pf-
ficient reafon for difagreeing to this propo-
fition, without confidering the policy or im-
policy of admitting foreigners to the rights
of citizenfhip. The-objeét of this bill, ke
f2id, was to lay a tax vpon property, or:
evidence of property, and he withed it to L&
confined to that objeét.  This amendment
was rather a tax.upon liberty, than upon
property, and 'therefore improper . to be in-
troduced into it. As to what was faid §
the gentleman from Maffachufetts on 1]
fubject'of a foreigner being poffefled of folP
property before he, thould be admitted asa ¢
citizen, {uch a conlideration might bea géed
one, introduced in its proper place; but not
here. He trufted, therefore, the amend-
ment | would ‘not prevail. . In place of 20
dollars, he fhould be unwilling to vote fora '8
cent for. this obje&, fince he believed the  ©
principle to be wrong. A

Mr Tuatcuer faid, gentlemen viewed =
only one fide of the queftlon: They con-
ftantly fpoke of the 20 dcllars, which they
called an enormous fum ; but they faid no-
thing of the benefits which were to be re-
ceived in return..  They were \ta feceive for
that {um all the advantages which this coun=
try had obtaingd by much treafure and
blood. He thought the doors of naturali-
zation too wide. Too many foreigners em-
igrated hither ; they were out of propor- ¢
tion to the natives 3 for he .w;ﬁhed‘the Ame-
rican intereft always to prevail over all for-
eign intereft. He would much rather, there-
fore, that the certificatc was forty dollars
than twenty. : £ i

Mr. J. Witrrams did not think thig
queftion was put upon its true ground. ‘This’
bill was intended to raife funds towards |
paying off the national debt—.the'debxt\"i;x- b
curred in fighting for our liberty and inde-
pendence ;.and fhall thofe, faid he, who °
come to partake of thefe advantages, pay
nothing For it? If the country was not
worth the tax impofed, foreigners would nct + %
come to it. - If the tag were too high, it =
might be lowered : o if ‘too. low, made
higher.  He was for having thelaw go into
eﬁ%&, as experience would enablé them ta. =
make it more perfelt. Amy man who was
indyftrious, he was certain, would never be-:
grudge the payment of 20 dollars for this |
objett—he would rather glory in it. The
liberty of the country was rated very low
indeed, when it was not thought to be worth |

3 4
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Mrr BrookEs was in favour of nctmnmg '
the claufe,. Twenty dollars i could not be

merely as a flamp upen .thecertificate 5 vor

thap laying a duty upon- the admiffion of
lawyers to esercife their profefion. .~

“Mr, M’DawsLL was againft the amend-
ment. ' He looked upon it a8 a departure .
from the fpirit of our Government, and de=

rogatory to us.as an enlightened nation.—
Tt had. been remarked by gentleman, that
we had fought and blcd for.our liberties. It

was trie, that we bad fought. for liberty, 4

it to ourfelves, no¥ to fell it out to others

Qu'the confrary, meople of other countrics




