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Qde to Truth,

'mgan[ to revive ‘thc qucﬁion Ofult,gcn!kman from

~ encabout thefate of the former motion, becaufe he

New Theatre.

The Entertainments of - the ¥New Theatre will be
poliponed ’til} Monday, the 30th-Inft. on.icceunt of
the/preparations ncceflary for jthe Hiftorical Play of
COLUMBUS. :

College-Hall.

READINGS and REcCITATIONS,

.
Moral, Critical, and Entertaining.

. Ma. FENNELL
Refpedifully informs the Public, that

THIS EVENING; Monday, Jan: 23, at 7 o’clocks
Will ‘be delivered, »

§ (FIRST PART)
‘TheDeath of Julius Cafar.
Antheny’s Funeral Oration, (recited)
The effecis of Arithouy’s Oration confidered.
The Deith of Cicero. .

The, Death of Brutus and Caffius.
: (SECOND PART)

Rdwin and Angelina Goldfmith
Elegy in e Country Church Yard, . Gray
(THIRD PART.)

The Deferted Village, (rrit part) GColdfmith

TO-MORROW EVENING, Tuefday, January 24,
Will be delivered,
(FIRST PART)
Beauty and other pleafures of Tafte.
On the Means of Improvement in Tafte, including
feleétions from Dr. Blair:

? -(SECOND PART)
+The Choice of Hercules, or

The Triumph of Virtue,
(THIRD PART)

1Zoawth

Mafon
Satan’s Addrefs to the Sun Milion
Ode to Madnefs, : Penrofe

~

Tickets to be Ttad of Mr. Poulfen, jun. at the Library ;
atmr. M‘Elwee’s looking-glafs-ftore, No. 70, S. Fourth-
ftrect ; and at Mr, Carey’s, Beokfeller, Market-ftrcet—
Half adollar each.

| o

Admiffion tickets for "Chilirén (2 quarter of a

dollar each) to be had at either of the above places.
\

NOTICE.

Perfons having Goods on'board the Ship Perfever-
ance, Jantess Williamfen, mafter, bound from Ham-
burg te ‘this ‘Port, and ‘lately put into New-York;
where the Veffel is difcharging, will pleafe apply to

THOMAS ard JOHN KETLAND. ©

Philadelphia, Jan.2r; 1797, tf

Loft or Miflaid,

At the Bank of the -United States, Jofeph Hig‘ncé’s
Note, dated 29th Deeember lafl, for twelve handred

" dollars, payable at 60 days to Nathaniel Lewis & Son.

Whoever may find the fame will pleafe returniit to faid

Bank, orto the fubfcribers, who will allow a reward™
Payment being barred, it'zannet be of ufe to any

other perfon. NATHANIEL LEWIS & SON,

" “January ‘§. J. 3%, 3t

FOR §4LE,
A very Valuable Eitate,

ALLED T W IT TENHA M, fituate in the
townthip of Upper Derby, andcounty of Delaware;
1-2 miles from Phiiad:lphia, and half a mile from the
mew Weflern road,, scontaining 236 aeresof excellent lang,
45 of whichare good watcred meadow, 9o of prime wood-
land, and the refl arable of the firft' quality. There are
on the premilesa good two ftory brick houfe, with 4 rooms
on a floor, and cellars under the whole, with a pump-well
af excellent water in front; a large frame barn, ftablos
and other ¢onvenient buildings ; a fmoke-koufe and ftone,
fpring-houfe ; two good apple orchards, and one of peach-
‘es. The fields are allin clover, except thofe immediately
undertillage, and,areo laid out as to have the advantage
of waterin eachof them, whichrenders it peculiarly con-
venient for grazing. 4%

“The fituation is pleafant and healthy, and from the high
eultivation of theland; the good ncighbourhood, and the
vicinity to the city, it is very* fuitable for a gentleman’s
country fest. g

The foregoing is part of the eftate of Jacob Harman

deceafed, and offered for fale by

Mordecai Lewis,

O&- ;1. 1aw Surviving Execntor.

CONGRESS or tus UNITED STATES.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

—

Wednefday, January 4, concluded.

The report of the committee of Ways and Means
oh the fubject of the balances due from. indivi-
dual States tothe United Stawes being under.con-
fideration. }

.M. Sitgreaves {aid, from the nature of the ob-

2 &ions which had been made, bz fhould hage been

s well {atisfied if the prefent f{ubje& had not-at all

becn firred 5 bat havieg been moved, it ought not

to be abandoned. And this flowed from the nature

l'of the ebjedlion offered ; becaule, if they had a

right, they had, the moral or phyfical power of en-
forcing that iight.  There ~could be no doubt, if
the-moncgy was dae, it Stight to be paid, and every
¢onfideration of expediency pointed out this.as the
roper tine. He knew he had heard the gentlemen
?rom New-York, over, and over, and over again,’
‘deny that the debt was due 3 but, fuppoﬁng this
“to be the cafe, why'not make the application ? 1Ff,
when that application was made, any flave aid pot
chufe to pay the money, they would of courfe ftate
" their ebjeétions.  But he was well farished tl\c)}
ought net to ftop at making the demand, They
bad beeo told, though not in dire& ttyms, in fuch
as were well underftood, that we might demand if
we pleafed ; but, under the prefent impreffions of
New-York, they would not pay the debt faid to be-
due from them. They Lad been told by ether gen- !
tlemen that they had not the nyeans to coerce: the |
payment. If this were the cale, it was prapes they |
fhould lay hands upoen the only thing in their pow-
ery. which was theirfhare of the public debt of the.
union. = : il
By this, Mr. S.faid, it would be feen, that he

Virgia (Mr* Nicholas). He was very indiffer-

/

} L]

knew there was no rule of order that could p¥event
an ameadment being fntroduced ia thy committee
of the whele for difcuffion. He faid, if they could
get at this money, without vielating any principle
of right, they ought te lay bands on at leaft a debt
of 1,200,000 dollars, for which they were receiv-
ing intereft ; more efpecially as this was a part of
the balance found againft them in the fettlement of
the accounts.

Mr. S. faid ‘he could draw ne analogy between
the prefeut bufinefs and the Britith treaty, and
woendered any gentleman fhould think of intredu
cing that fubjedt. It might be perfe&ly true, he
faid, that it would be ithproper for one¢ nation to
lay hands on the” property of another; but, was
there any law to prevent him from laying hold of
his antagonift'; and”if, faid he, the property of
the flate-of New-York is in my haad, and fthe owed
mie money; where was the propriety of payiang with
my right hand, when there was an uncertainty of
receiving with the other ? He thought there could
be no objetion on this ground ; but: there was an
objection‘on accpuat of the negeciability of go
vernment paper. He owned he had fcrupics on
that fubje&. The gentleman from Virginia hav-
ing doubtlefls confidered the {ubjeét, could perhaps
remove them. In order therefore 1o bring the
motion before the committee, he maved to add the
following amendment, '

¢ Refolved, thatany transfer of the debt of the
[Jnited States in the boaks of the treafury, held
by any of the debter ftates, by the féettlement of
accounts between the feveral ftates and the United
States, or by any perfon holding evidences of the
faid debt, fhall be withheld, uatil the balances of
the faid ftates fhall be difcharged.

Mr. Nicholds faid he did not underfland what
feruple the gentleman from Pennfylvania copld have
about the transferable property of thefe debts. He
was fatisfied ‘with refpeét to New-York, and it was
impoffible-any other corparate body or perfon chuld
be affected by ‘the motian, Thesransfer, he faid,
was a fale of the property,, therefore, a denial of
transfer would completely prevent any perfon from
being involved in this meafure.befides the Rate in
quettien,

Mr, Gilbert afked the gentleman Iaft up, if there
wag no difficulty of a conftitational kind in the way
of this meafure? If he underftood the cqnltitation,
they could not pafsian ex poft faco law. Had
they not already faid this paper fhould be transfer-
able ? If fo, had theya right to fay it fheuld not
betransferable 2 Was this the regurd which the Le:
giflature ‘intended te fhew to its ewn faith ? He
trufted it was not.

Mr. Porter objefted to the prefent motion. He
faid the ftate of New-York'was a debtor or not.
She would cither fhew herfelf not to be a debtor,
or pay. But to pafs this refolution would be to
confider them as fwindlers,  If 1t wasa debt, he
was confident they would pay it

Mr. P. {uid he could not aceount for the manner
in which the gentlemen from New-York had mana-
ged this bufinefs.  In one place they (ay they have
no authority to af, and yer in the néext moment
they proceed to ‘oppofe the refolation to eall ypon
theic State for the debt, as if they fuppefed that
unlefs they oppoled the bulinefs, their ftaté would
be fo fimple and hone#t as to pay, without ohjrfti-
on.  Burt, forhispart, uatil he knefr, whether that
ftate would pay this debt, or not, he fhout® belicve
they would pay it henorably. ;

Mr. Williams defended the condu® of the dele-
gates from the ftate of New.York,

Mr. Gallatin withed the mover to modify the re-
folution, fo that it fhould net affe& any {tate 1o a
gteater amount than'the debt they owed. Forin
Rtance, the balarce againft Peanfylvania was about
80,000 doilars, -but fhe had upwards of 400,000
io the funds, and he thould wifh that the provifion
fhould not reach to a higher fum th#n the 83,000.
He faid he had, however, no fort of view to Pena-
{ylvaa, becaufe he believed fhe would make no
objeétion to fulhil her engagements,

An amendment to this effe® was introduced,
when the queftion was put and negatived, 45 to

.
_ The original refolution, being under confidera
tion, :

M. Hendetfon faid, he fould not have rofe, bat
for an ebfervation of the gentleman from New-
York ( Mr. Gilbert.)  That gentleman had faid,
¢ That he did not belicve tlere was a member of
that’ committee who really believed the balauce
found againit the ftate of New-York, to be jult.”
M. H. faid, if he were of this opinion he thould
vote ‘againft the refolution ; but belicving, as he
did, that the balances were juft, bring “feuded by
men of. abilities’and integrity, who had no intereft
to do etherthan right, and as no oljection had ever
been made by any of the fatesagainft the balan-
cesy hie thould think himfelf wnfaithful fo bis con
ﬁituc‘nts if_he did not wote for it, *He begged,
therclore, the gentleman would except him from
the number who did not believe the debt juft,

r._Gilb:rt allowed the gentleman might be an
exception. : 2 i

Mr- Thatcher believed the debté juft, and defir-
ed to be anerher exception.

M. Potter faid one gentleman from New-York
talked of the great exertians of that flate in the
war, anether came forward and {aid he did not’ be-
lievé taere was a member iu the houfe who believed
in his heart the debt was jolt. “Every flate in the
Union, he faid, might come forward and boaft
of what what they had done ; but it would ferve
lictle purpofe ; for his part, hebelieved New. York
bad done the lealt, and been benefited *more thao
any two ftates. ¢ withed alfo to be excepted

from the gentleman’s account, He thought the
debt jufts

Mr. Burge(s read fome obfervations, which ftat-
ed the hardfhips experiended by North-Carolifia
during the war ; and astothe debt which fhe was
[aid to owe, fhe could not pry it. - Mr. /B’s voice
was fo low, that it was impoflible to take a fketch
of his ideas. - 3 $iiy

M. 8. Smith faid he was ohe of thofe whe conld
Ve wifhied the prefent fubje@ had not. been bro’t
before the houfe ; but being befare it, he was rea-
dy to give his vote for the meafure, as it was in-

cumbent upon them to endeavor to get the balance

paid.  The gentlemen from New.York and North-

£}
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Carolina had cemplained of the injultice’of the
debt. ‘The flate’ which he reprefented, he faid,
was a debtor ftate, and they were williny and able
to pay. The gentlemen from New-York, it ap-
peared, were anxious to have the whole “bufinefs
opencd again.  Oaeof thele gentlemen gave as a
teafon for this, that ftores in the account were
charged more in one flate than 1 anether.  He
faw no injury in this, as flour might be purchafed
in Virginia at 7 dollars a barrel, when m Pennfyl:
vania it might be 17.  This fingle objeftion (hew-
ed-what cavilling would be the confequence of an
opening anew of the accounts.

Mr. 8. faid it appeared to him that the ftate of
North-Carolina had lefs reafon to cemplain, than
.any other fate in the Union. ke did not mean
tofay that they exerted themfclves lefs, and he be-
lieved the exertions of New.Yerk were not exceed-
ed, accerding to her means, by any other ftate.

An obfervation,” he faid, had been made on the
fubjeét of affamptions, by a gentleman from Nerth
Caroling,  He meant not to have ripped up this
bufinefs afrefh ;' but fince it had becn mentioned,
he would fay their debt had been occafioncd by teo
high an affumption’; if that had not been the cafe,
they would iave had to receive a very confiderable
fum. ' How, he aficed, did New-York get poflef.
fion of her trealure? By the blood and:trzalure of
the whole; in her vacant territory. 'This.was the
way in which the becamerich, aud it was extraor-
dinary that' a fate which had gained fo wuch by
the revolution, theuld be averfe from difcharging
her juft debt.  How they were to get at this deby,
hie knew vet, but they muft pay. It was doubted
it would not be paid ; but he trufted that a itate
famed for her order and good gevernment, would
not refufc to pay a debt {o juftly due.

Wdien the mode ‘of fetdement was agreed to, |

Mrt. S. faid, none knew wha would be debtors and
who crediters. < All acquicleed init. "Why, then,
talk zbout - geing amew into the bufinels, which
might take them a' year \to fettle the principles
upon which it fhould be epened ?

He trufted thele balances would be paid, as the
reprefentatives of ‘creditor ftates would be very un-
willing to lay a dired tax upon their conltitucats
until they were difcharged.

Mr. Blount ebferved, thet he had faid fo much
on a fermer occafion upon this fubje®, and know-
ing that whatever he might fay would have no ef-
fe& upon the decifion, he meant 1o hive fatishied
himfelf with fhéwing by the yeas and nays, that
he had not been coufenting to ‘the meafures But
when he heard the gentleman from Maryland { Mr.
Smith) fay ¢ that North-Carolina had lefs. reafon
than any other Rate to complain,” it would have
been criminal ip him to have been filent. He had
made the affertion without a fingle fa& : it could
not be true, He believed the Umited States would
not believe it. - Were not Georgia and South-Ca-
rolina; Mr: B. afked, defended by Nerth-Carolina ?
Could it have been believed that Georgia was a
creditor fate, when charged on‘the ratio of twe
reprelcotatives when entitled to lefs’ than one.
Had oot South-Carelina militia from North Caro-
lina'in almeft every month of the war? Such an
affertion was one, that, on refleion, the gentle-
man would be athamed of having made.

Mr &. Smith® defended his affertion, which he
grounded on her debt baving been very confidera-
bly over alfumed.

M. Blount faid, if they had no ether greunds
of complaint, they fhould have complained of this..
If Nerth-Carolina had had no debt affumed, he {aid,
fhe weuld have been a crediter for more than two
millions.  She would have funk the debt, inftead
of having a debt of more than 430,000 at home,
and.undera charge of owing to the United States
more than 506,000 dollars :

Mr. Livingfton faid it was extraordinary, that
gentlemen fhould be continually infilting upen the
impropiiety of going into an enquiry whether the
claims in queltion were jult or unjult, yet they
themf{elves went into comparifons betwixt the fer-
vices of different fates. He would not make any
comparifon en the {ubje@ ; bat he would do what
he thought neceffary, viz. teflify to the world his
obje€tious to the prefent proceedings. He had al,
ready taken up fo much time of the cemmittee,
which however had been molily employed in fruit
lefs attempts to get the bufinefs poftponed, that he
fhouid be unwilling then totrefpafs long upon their
paticnce. :

This bufinefs, (he faid, originated wnder the old
confederation. . The ftates agieed upon an order
for the fertlement of their debrs, but ia the new
conflitytion they entered intoa new governmental
compa&t for the fertlement of théle debus, fo that
it was fsund to be neceffary totake up the {ubject.
They therefore foundtwo laws paffed.. Hére; he
{aid, was the great evil which- New-York had 'to
complain of.  Here, every fate who withed to fet
afide the fettlement, fhauld point.” The United
States, who was a party concerned, paffed a law
appointig commiflioders and prefeiibing rules 1o
govern' the two partics, without any deleyation
{rom the ftates. - All the Rates, he faid, would al-
ways have an istercht in throwing a. burden tpon
one flate, and the injultice complained of would ap-
pear, 1f it was thewn that this was done. /It was
not only theirintereft, he faid, to de this, but rules
had #étually been prefcribed which were unjuft to
fume of the Rates, This law, be faid, was paffed.
New-York had o teprefentative in the bufinefs who
had the power to bind her to this new fettlement.
The accounts of that ftate were kept clear and re
gular, with vouchers to every charge ; but in'this
law, it was allowed to the commiffioners to receive
accounts unfupparted by veuchers, if they (hould
fee preper. He afiked if this were jull to thofe whe
had been ferupuloufly corcet ?  If it were juft, he
thanked God he had never learnt or pradtifed upon
fuch principles of juitice. = Another rule cftablithed
was, how the debt fhould be divided amongft the
different ftates. - The flatés had preferibed rules,
under the old confederation ; but thefe were chang-
ed by this law. 1t was nuw fettled that the rule-
of apportionment fhould be made upen a feale of
population. ‘How this affeéted New-York had been
fhewn by one of his colleagues (Mr. Williams).
From forty or fifty thoufand inhabitants, which
was about their number at the conclafion of the war,
from cmigutio"n, they had them one hundied and
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thirty or one hundred and forty thoufand. Fa
afked, therefore, ‘whether this ruieswds joib 2o Jf
it was not, how could” gentleuren be chaiyged with
ddvocating unfounded pefitions; gznd cven have a
week’s delay refufed to gain information on the
fubject, [t was his opinion t.h.cfv arguments had
weight, but perhaps, his ‘opinion might net have
much weight ‘with the commitice. ‘

But, fetting afide this principle of apportioning

the debt, takiog it for granted, that Ncw-Ymk s

confeated to the whole, fill, he faid, there were
principles even ia common law, under an award,
which this bufinefs had been likened to, that would
enable them to attain relief under their complaints,
It was impoflible, time had not beer allowc.d_ them
Lto do it, tobring forward vouchers, otherwife they
fhould have proved that fuch overcharges kad been
made by ether ftates; as would have convinced that
Houfe of the propriety of fstiing afide this fettle-
ment ; but net having thele vouchers, he wouldfay
no mere on this head. Bl

The rules of {ettlement being *changed without
their confent, being, imtheir opinion, wujull, if 4t
was in vain that hewppealed to the juttice and equi-
ty of the heufe he would appeal 1o the cx;»c-di:ncy
of the prefeot meafure.  The debt; he faid, mn‘ght
be juft. He wounld oot be underitoed as faying,
that the ftate of New-York confidered the'debt as
unjult, but be thought the did. © Thinkiag it un-
juft, the probability was, fhe would refule to pay
it, and produce her veuchers to the woild, to fhew
that fhe ought not, te pay i. la what fituation
would the United States thea be ?

The ftate of New-York was not to e looked
upon as an individeal, it was a fovereign indepens
deat ftate of the Unien, perfuaded of the injuftice
of the prefent claim, fhe would refufe to ‘payiit.
Already, faid he, you weuld have taken one itep,
yuu have [aid you would be paid. They had been
told, he faid, by the gentleman from South-Care-
lisa (Mr. W. Smith) of the advantages which
would arife to the Union by the payment of this
debt, by the ftate of New-York. Hc told them
of the Navy, the Forts, &c. it would build. la-
deed he put him 1o mind of the exphits of Don

wixote 5 for though- he bad net built himfelf
wind-mills, he had ere@®ed himflelf many beautiful
caitles in the air, which, hefancied, would have
their proper effect upon the houfe.

He hoped the reafons he adduced, if they had
not the cffe& to reject the propalition, would at
lcaft fhew that the ftate of New York had ground
te be diffatisfied with the procceding,

Mr. Baldwin went over many of the arguments
of thelaft fpeaker, and endeavoured to preve them
unfounded. He alfo 'julifiéd the ftate of Grorgi«
a’s being a ereditor ftate, which he faid was owing
to its debt having been aflnmed at 300,000, inftead
of 700,000 dellars. ;

Mr. Potteralfo naticed the arguments which had
fallen fiom the gentleman frem New-York, infif-
ting upea their untenablenefs of the obje&tions,
and of the juttice of “the claim. - .

The \queltion was put and carried by a confider-
able majerity,there being 53 membeis in favorof it.

The committee then rofe, and on motion being
made for the houfe to take up the bufinefs,

Mr. Chriftic boped the houfe would adjourn, or /
had no doubt the gentletnen from New. York meant
te give them a few more long fpeeches on the oecas
fion, and he did not with then, to fay to hear
them, Adjourned,

DOCUMENTS
Which accompanied the mefag; of the Prefident of
the United States to both #Houfes of Congrefs,
January 19, 1797.
Leiter to Mr. Piuckney,  Minifler Plenipotentiary of
the United Stutes'to the Frénch Republic,
[Continued from'Saturday’s Gazette.] -

With thefe dilpofitions, the emprefs of Ruffia
in February 1780, made public the priaciples on
which fhe would maintain the commerce of er fub-
jeGtss It isneceffary here fo recite ouly ‘two of
them. 1ft, That all the ¢ffe@s belonging te fub.
je@s of the natiens at war fhould be free on beard
veutral veflels ; contraband goods excepted,  Zth
That the articles of contraband, fhould be regulat-
¢d by the 1oth and 11th articles of her treaty of
commerce with Great-Britain, extending the tegu- -
lations of thefe articles to all the belligerent pow=
ers.

To. enforce the.obfervance of thele principles,
fhe gave orders for equiping a confiderable pait of
her marione. ! :

In July of the fame year, Denmark acceded to
the principles of the armed neutraliny, and entered
into a convention with Ruffia, for maintaining them;
affuming for her rule in determining what articles
fhould be deemed contraband, her tréaty of com-
merce with Great-Britain, eoncluded the, 14th’ of
July, 1670. In the third article of this treaty,
the defeription of contraband goods is in general
terms : ““ Any provifiens of war, as foldiers, arms,
machines, cannon, thips, or other things' of ng-
ceffary ufe in war.”  Butby a coavention conclud-
ed at Londen on the 4th of July 1780, beiween
Great-Britain and Denmark, ¢ te explain the trea.
ty of commerce of 16 jo between the two powers,”’
‘the articles deemed gehtraband are particularly enu-
merated, and among them we fee *¢ timber for
{hip-building, tar, refid, cepper in f(heets, fails, -
hemp and cordagp, and generally whatever ferves
directly for the equipment of a veflel, unwiough
iron and fir-planks cxeepted.”” It is remarkable

that thefe are the vay aiticles. agmitted as eontra~

band in the 18tk article of our treaty of commerce
with Great-Britain, and for which admiffion Mr,
Adet declares, ¢ All the commercial relations 4ee
tween: Franc® and the United States are entirely
broken.”’ , £ =
But it is further to be noticed that this conven-
tion between Ruffia and “Dgnmark, concluded in
the midft of the American war, for madiataining:
the principles of the armed ncutrality, and te
which ethgr European powers acceded, is explicitly
declared, in the gth article*, to bave been ‘con. .
cluded and agroed on for the time that war foould
lafit ; theugh it was to ferve as-a bafis. to future ene
gagements; which circumftances might render nee

-~

* Hift. armed neutfality, page 77+
tMartén’s Treaties, volume's, page ro3.’

.
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