slearly the Mote that is in thy brothers

eye.”  We [earch the works of authors,

(Vattel, Blackftone, Puffendosf,) who

» have laid down the law of nations,

“and make large quotations from them,
profefling to govern our conduét t in all
cales by them, where treaty does not in-
terfere, and we are the firlt to give to the
world an example of a violation of all
mtional law, in one of its moft efential
articles, “ ¢ bave (to ufe the Secreta-
ry's own words) done what ir unflipalated
in cur osvn treatics, and unfounded in the
pradiice of Erance, or in that of any other
ution,"” and this we call ncither “aiding
nor affiting any.”

4 Farbe it from me to detval& from
the merit of Mr. Jefferfon’s writingsy they
would de honor to ¥ny man in any age or
conntry—but thefe contradiétions are ad-
ditional evidence bow liable to err, the
molt kuowing of uvs are.

The following, was omitted yefterday for
want of room.
For the Gazettee of the United States.
M:. Feyxo,
~1In this alarming crifis when war is fo
much talked of that it is almoft become
familiar to our ears, it is the duty. of eve-
ry good citizen to weigh well the caufes of
the prefent uneafinefs in the public mind,
and the confequences of an impraper direc-
tion being given to it. The injuries and
aggreflions of the Britifh government,
which have excited the moft lively fenfa-
tions among us are, 1ft. The detention of
the Weltern Poits—zd. T'he truce between
Potugal and Algiers—3d. The feizure of
veffels carrying provifions to the ports of
France—4th. The piratical condu& of
Dritifh cruizers in the Weft Indies—gth.
The ioltru&ions of 6th Nov. and the con-
fequent {eizure and condemuation of our
vellels in the Wett-Indics.
ift. The detention.of the Pofts. This
15 deemed by us a violation of the treaty
of peace ; Great Britain attempts a jufti-
fication» by alledging that the United
States have allo viclated it by laws of the
w ates, and decifions af the ftate courts,
reftraining the recovery of Britifh debts;

it 1s anfwered on the part of .the Umted "

States, that even admitting this to have
been the cafe, yet the detention of the
polts wasantinfraction of the treaty, an-
tecedent to any {uch laws or decifions. It
muft in candor be admitted, that the con-’
duét of fome of the ftates, with refpeét to
debts, may be viewed in fome meafure as
a departure from the rigid conftru@ion of
the treaty ; 4t the fame time, candor ought
to make allowances for the fituation of
this country, and to fuggelt many caufes
of juftification, The ftate laws were in
general favorable to the mafs of Britith
creditors, for had the coiists been thrown
openimmediately after the peace, not a-
bove one in a hundred of thofe creditors
would have' been paid, and the debtors
would all have_been ruined : no diferimi-
fation was made 1n any ftate againft Bri-
tith creditors, but they were always placed
on the {ame footing as' Americap credit-
ors.  Still however,. there may exift fome
doubt on the fubjeét, and it may not be fo
clear a cale as ta juftify a_war.
the courts are all open at prefent.to the
recovery of debts, but if there has been an
infraction of the treaty on our part at any
time fince the peace, it may furnifh a pre-
text-on the other part for not immediately
fulfilling it. The fur trade is not an ob-
je& in itfelf of fufficient magnitude to in-
demnify us for a war ; the bravery of our
frontler people and our weftern army,
which has lately been fuccefsful, will keep
the Indians quiet, notwithftanding the
Britith may continue for a few years to
hold thofe pofts ; it is not in the nature of
things that they fhould be able to hold
them much longer : The extenfion of our
fettlements, in their vicinity, the bold and
enterprifing difpofition of the fettlers, and
the frequent defertions of the troops which
garrifon the “poits, will foon induce the
ritith government to abandon them:
2dly. The truce between Portugal and
Algiers,—In moments of paffion when our
Tympathy is juftly excited, for the dreadful
fufferings of our unhappy countrymen, it
is natural for usto execrate and fwear ven.
geance againt thofe who have in any ref-
ge& been acceffary to their misfortunes.
ut we fhould view the fubject, as between

®the United States and Great Britain. To |
{+y that Great Britain has let loofe the Al

gerine pirates upon us, is a fi

of fpeech
which is incorreét.

ritain felt a

very friendly difpofition towards this coun.

try,it’is probable fhe would not have ma;
that truce for Portugal without ftipulating

It is true.

a fecurity.f®r us; but are there any ties
which conne&t wus -with Buitain? Are
there ‘any exifting ‘caufes of obligation on
her part ? Has our conduét been fuch for
fome years palt, as to authorife us to ex-
pet on the part of Pritain, partiality, pre-
ference and favor? Let us examine our
piblic prints ; the inceffant torrents of 4-
bufe againit Bitaia, the accounts of toafts,
proceflions, and rejoicings for the defeat
of her armies, will immediately fatisfy us
that we had'no right 10 expeét that Great
Britain ‘fhotld digiels from the Rri&k line
of her owh policy to accommodate herfelf
to our’s ;- our partiality for France, how-
ever natural it may be, has led to Tuch o-
pen andavowed animofity againft the Bri-
tith nation,. that it would have been folly
to have expeéted in return from Great Bri-
tain, proofs of kindnefs and friendfhip.
Our government indeed, with one ex-
ception, has been neutral : M. Jefferfon
in his correfpondance with Mr. Genet,
makes a merit of deviating from our neu-
trality in allowing the fale of prizes not
warranted by treaty; and boafts of our
exertions to pay our debt to France.
Thefe deviations ight excite umbrage
in the other belligerent powers ; but up-
on the whole, the federal government,
confidering the bials of the people, has
been highly meritorious, and their condu&
thould have a due effet on the Britith
cabinet.
the federal legiflature, to prevent the fale
of prizes; if it paffes the other, then the

be an offset againit the decided partiality

sof a confiderable part of the people.

How then does this queftion 'ftand as
between the United States and Great Bri-
tain ; the latter makes a truce in behalf of
an old friend and clofe ally with a formi.
dable adverfary, without Rtipulating a fe-
curity or a participation in that truce for
a nation, the inhabitants of which hav
manifefted the molt decided partiality for
her moft bitter enemies, and the govern-
ment of which has not required fuch a:
fecunity or even her mediation.
then is:the caufe of hoftility ?

3. The feizure of veflels laden with
provifions for France:  This meafure-was’
adopted in purfuance of a ftipulation en-

Spain, &¢.
would be ‘war againlt'all. The' Britifh'

the authority of writers on the law of
nations, particularly’ 2 Vattel, 72, 73, and
urges, that by 'the'doftrne, there laid
down; they have not Eone fo far as they

confidering. the profpeét they have of re-
ducing their, enemy by fuch means, the
inftructions wot’ extending to all kind of
provifious, rice being excepted, ‘nor to
confifcations ;: that the exifting circum-

as among contraband articles, and there-
fore coming within the Prefident’s pro-
clamation, that the French government
(and not individuals) are the only impor:
ters of grain into that country, that the
meafure was o guarded by dire&ting the
property to be paid for, together with the
freight, that the owners could {uffer no
lofs, a liberal price being always allowed
in'the cafes.

Whether this explanation be or be not
confiftent with the law of nations, it is
not perhaps neceffary .to explore ; thefe
remarks, however occur :

1ft. That it is not probable any a& of
our government would produce a departure
froma fyftem eftablifhed by all the com-
bined powers as one deemed by them indif-
penfable for their own fafety.

2d. That it is as litdle probable, any
further inconvenience will refult to us,
from this fyftem, as the conduét of the
French government, by payments in aflig-
nats, embargoes, and other aéts of vio-
lence, will be a fufficient reftraint on our
merchants, from fending provifions to
France in American bottoms: It is more
probable, that the French government, a-
ware of this, will continue to purfue the
wife policy they have adopted of fending
their fpecie, fhips and convoys to our ports
for grain.

3d. The piratical condu& of the com.
manders of ‘Britith cruizers in the Weft-
Indies. A complaint having been made
on this head to the Britifh Government,
Lord Grenville requefted our Minifter Mr.
Pinckney, to felet fome inftances where
the evidence was clear, in order to infti-
tutecriminal profecutions againft the of-
fenders and promifed the fulleft fupport of

the law-officers of the crown. Mr. P.

A law has palfed one branch of :

decided neutrality of the government will ¢

\Yhere‘;

tered into between” Greéat Britain, Ruffia,.
All thofc powers are anfwer--
able for it, & war @gainit one on that fcore;”

Minifter attempts a juftification of it from-

would have been juftified in proceeding,-

ftances juftify them in confidering grain .

anforms our executive, that hé was endea-
vouring to {ix upon fome {trong cafes where
the evidence might be fufficient to enfure
convittion : He adds in the fame letter
that he believes it to be the defire both of
the Deicith government and the people in
.general, to be upon good terms with us;
this being the cale, no juft caufe of war
can arife until it be known, that the pro-
mife has not been obferved.

4th. The inftruGtions of the 6th of
November, figned H. Dundas, and the
confequent Teizures.
i The true import of théfe inftru&tions muft
be firft confidered, independent of the pro-
ceedings in the Weft-Indies. The inftruc-
tions direét that our véflels under certain cir-
cumftances fhall be carried ‘into the Britith
Ilands * for certain adjudication.’ What
is the meaning of the words ¢ legal adjudi-
cation?” Civilians fay they imply nothing
more than an adjudication by law whethéra
veflel or cargo is or is not liable to condem-
nation ; lawyers of eminence in this city have
given the fame opinion, the law officer of

the crown in Jamaica, gives the fame opini- |

on; he fays that to guard againft the irregu-
lar conduét of commanders of cruizers, they
are direéted to carry neutral veflels fufpeéted
of having enemy’s property or contraband
goods on board into port for trial, and that
the inftructions mean nothing more ; Lord
Grenville, whe probably drew up the inftruc-
tions, in a note to Mr. Pinckney, fpeaking of
fome American veflels in London, which
had been libelled in the Admiralty Court,
fays they were in a courfe of legal adjudica-
tion, meaning only that they were under trial.
So far then it is clear that the infrudions, n
themfelves, do not breathe hoftility.

As to the proceedings in the vice-admiral-
ty courts in the Weft-Indies, information
varies ; by fome-accounts it is faid, that there
have been no condemnations, exceptin Mont-
ferrat, by others we are informed, that they
have taken place in fome other Ilands.

The Judges of thefe Courts may have
proceeded to condemnation from ignorance
or corruption ; it is well known that the

erfons fent out to the Britifh colonies as
?udges, are not generally the beft lawyers or
the beft men ; they are frequently diffipated
extravagant, debauched, and ignorant per-
fons of influential conne&ions, who have in-
tereft enough to get thefe appointments. This
was generally the cafe with us while colonies,
and was one of the ‘curfes we got rid.of by
our independence; it is among the. .curfes
which the remaining colonies groan under.
No one will deny that the condu@ of fome

“of thefe Judgé-lings has been infamous and

abominable,‘and that the Britith government
ought upon information of their proteedings,

“to difmifs and punifh them. But is their con-

dué a caufe of war ? We are precluded from
faying that it'is.. "Wlen the Britith govern-
ment complained that fome of ‘our inferior
Courtshadeftablithed decrees which were an
infra@ion of the treaty of peace, what was
the anfwer of onr Executive ? % No nation,
fays' Mr. Jefferfon, in his letter to Mr. Ham-
mond, page 56, can anfwer. for perfect exac-
titudé of proceedings in all:their inferior
Courts : 1t fuffices to provide a fupreme ju-
dicature, where all error and partiality will
be ultimately correéted.”” We cannot then
complain of a refufal to do juftice on the
part of the Britith Cabinet, until an appeal
has been made from the Vice-Admiralty
Courts in the Weft-Indies, which are inferior
Courts,'to the Admiralty Courts in England.
This is certainly a grievance of no inconfi-
/derable magnitude to the parties, and -many
of them will probably be induced by the
trouble and expence to abandon their. veflels
to the captors. . But, in a cafe like the pre-
ent, our government fhould interpofe its aid
and affift the fufferers. The Executive would
be fully authorized, under fuch circumftan-
ces, to advance money to the Captains or
owners of the condemned veflels for the pur-
pofe of profecuting appeals: If the Supreme
Court of Admiralty, as Mr. J. fays, correéts
the error of partiality of the inferior Courts
and awards reftitution and damages, we are
hound by our own doétrines, to be content :
If the iniquitous fentences be confirmed, and
the Cabinet of St. James’s, on a demand,
refufe full compenfation for the veflels and
cargoes which have been unjuftly feized, then
hoftility ‘and retaliation againft that nation
will be juftifiable, and all parties will be uni-
ted in the moft vigorous efforts/to obtain re-
drefs for our violated rights.

Thefe are the meafures which ought- im-
mediately to be purfued, and while the iffue
of them remains ‘uncertain, the country
ought to be put in a condition to defend it-
felf againft invafion, and to affert its dignity.

' A MODERATE Man.

CONGRESS.

Houfe of Reprefentativves.
Wednefday, January 29.

The SPEECH of Mr. Smizs, of South’
Caralina, in reply to Mr. Manisox, on
the [ubjed of the Commercial Regulations.

[conTiNuED] )

The gentleman had been much difpleaf-
ed at his having commented on the omiffi-
on of the Secretary of State to mention
that while the tobacco of the United States

paid in * Great Britain a duty of 1/3,"all
other foreign tobacco paid 3/6. Asan
apology for that omiffion, (which Mr.
Smith could not but deem material, efpe-
cially as the Secretary laid great firefs on
other duties, ) the gentleman had alledged
that the circumitance was perfectly imma-
terial, inafmnch as the duty of 1/3 was
itfelf fo high as to diminifh the confunip-
tion, and inalmueh as there was no other
country which could be'our corpetitor in
that article. - T'o this. he anfwered; firlt;
that tobacco being an artiele not of necef-
fity but of caprice, and being confumed
in ffhall ‘quantity by each individual =
high duty, could’ not be felt ; fecondly,
that tobaceo was" obtainable: from other
countries ; it appeared from documents of
authority, that in the years' 1744, 5,6,
the imports of tobacco into 'Great Bri-
tain had been annually abont ‘62,000
hogtheads, of whch or_dy 44,000 were

. from the American colonies; the refidue,

18,000 leirig from other countries. From
the fame documents it further appeared

that in 1774 Great' Britdin -imported .

from the American colonies 96,000 hogi-
heads which was nearly the whole of the
tobacco - fHe imported that year: The in-
ference refulting from this circumftance
was, that the difference of duty in favor of
American tobacco had then deftroyed a
competit®n abich did before exiff. - He
admitted that this difcrimmationof dutics
in our favor was a reli& of her colony fy-
ftem, but it’s objeét was to encourage the
growth of tobacco in this ‘country, by
giving to it a monopoly of ‘the Britifh
market, ‘and'it appeared that this ohje&
was obtained ; and it was to be inferred,
that a continuance ‘of the effeé& was pro-
cured by a continnance of the fyftem.  If
we have not much competition now, it
does not follow that it might' not arife.
What was there to hinder it’s being raifed
on equally good terins in any quantity in
any of the fouthern ports of this conti-
nent in poflcflion of the different powers
of Europe, Spain, Portugal, Helland ?
Portugal, it had been faid, could not
be our - competitor,. for the received our
tobacco ; thé report fays that it is prohi-
bited ; ‘he underftood fome fmall quantity
had been fmuggled to that country’; it
was certain that only 62 hogiheads had
been exported thither the year before laft,
and only 5 the laft ‘year. - In comparing
the footing on which our commerce ftood
with France and ‘Great Britain, the gen:
tleman had dwelt on particular cireumitan-
ces ; that-was not a fair mode of compa-
rifon, the queftion ought to bie an aggre-
gate one } are:'we as ‘well upon the whale
with this or that country:?. If we are; we
ought not to deal out a* worfe meafure to
one than ‘to another. - The indire@ com-
merce which Great Britain denies us, and
which Francetill lately granted us, is not
at prefent very material to us, as we could
not multiply our navigation enough to de-
rive great benefit from it, . without injury;

‘to divert our capital from more pofitable

brahches to the mere earrying trade would
be unwife ; ’tis defireable only to a coun-
tryy like Holland, -of little produétion
and-great capital ; but even France now
excludes us from the indire® commerce
with-her by her late navigation act : The
fyltemsof the two countries, then, inrefs
pect to the navigation in Europe, ftand
precifely on the fame footing ; and in ref- .
pe& to their Weft-Indies, the war has
let our veffels into the Britifh as well as
the Frencn Iflands, and there can be little
doubt that our right to fend our veffels to
the French Iflands will terminate with the
war. r
(Speech to be continued.)

Foreign Intelligence.

NATIONAL CONVENTION.
December 27.

Carnot, in the name of the committee
of Public fafety, read the following letter,
Salicerti, Richard, Ferrony Robefpiere and

Barras, to their colleagues, compofing

the committee of Public Safety.

Head-Quarters, Toulon, Dec. 20,
Second year of the Republic,
One and indivifible.

¢ The army of the Republic, dear col-
leagues, entered Toulon yelterday; at 7 in
the morning, after § daysand 5 nights*
fighting and fatigue ; it burut with impa-
tience to give the affault; 4,000 thells were
ready ; but the cowardice of the enemy,
who had evacuatad the place after having
fpiked all their cannon on the ramparts,
rendered the {caling ufelefs, B

*“When thie enemy knew the cipture

?
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