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g0ly. The propofud refolations would
favor an advaiidgeous competition and
dutriburion of our trade, amony the ma-
m:fuchn‘ing nations of ‘Euwrope. At pre-
font, it may be faid to be monopolized by
ne ; fo gredt is thre difproportion of its
manufattores which come to our market,
"That “this 18 an evil, has been admitted,
and canot be doubted: It expofes us to
the grearet and moft fodden embarrafl-
ments fromi thé cap:ice, the paliiuns, the
miftakencaleulations of intereft, the bank-
vipteies, and the wars of a fingle foreign
comatry. - Many of thefe embarrafments
are felt at the prefent moment. If it were
poflible to liquidate them into a pecuniary
itatement, it would be found that, in a
permanent view of our intereft, there would
be economy in making very confiderahle
temporary facrifices, for the purpgfe of
dividing eur euffom among a number of
competitors: It was not true, that Great
Britain alone can fupply the manufactures
we want. France, the United Netherlands,
and feveral other nations, are capable of
fupplying us with a variety of articles, as
well as the nation' from which they now
“comie 5 and, if invited to our markets
}\;.' prudent encouragements in the firft
inltaiice, will foon lcain to fafhion their
manufadtures to the wants and taftes of
this couatry. The policy of favoring par.
ticular branches of trade, even at fome ex-
pence, in order to guard againlt the evil
of depending on a_fingle one, was cxemp-
lified by the condu of Great Biitain her-
felt. Although be viewed her diferimina-
tions geners "y,'rcfpc&ing, us, insthelight
he had explained ; y<t, he thought it pof-
fible, that i the initance of naval fores
and ‘{hip-timbers, it migzht be her intention
to foller avi valhip in*a more diftant quar-
ter, i9° order to provide againft a cafual
privation of ‘the fupplics of a nearer quar-
ter. Thefe articics are effential to the ira-
rine of Great Britain ; a¢ Her marine is
effential to hes greatuels. Were fhe to
have no refource but in the Baltic, a war
with: the Baitic-powers might be faral to
hery | I may be wife in her, therefore, to
k:cp'ol)cn the American refource, even at
the price of a tax on herfélf. In this cafe
fhevmult’ quarrel with both the - Baltic
powers and the United States at the fame
time, before the fupplics will be cut off,

A member from Maflachufetts, (Mr.
Dékter) had not, Mr. M. faid, ‘been very
coaiiftent in his reafoning on this fubjeé.
He bad contended againit all attempts to
éxcite ‘a heneficial competition, on the
idea’ thiaf sio competition could-be benefi-
cial which would not {pring up of itfelf ;
and yet ho had warned us againft the dan-
ger, that' Greay DBritain, by exciting a
competition againft the United States, in
thofe parts of Europe, which moft refem-
ble the infant: fitnation of our country,
might eflablith new fources from which
fupplies would afterwards fpontancouly
flow to her, without being “ever again
wanted from the United States. The fame
remark was apphicable to the reafoning of
the other genticmen who had reprefented
the danger of exciting a permanent rival-
fhip for the Weft-India market, in favour
of Canada and Nota'Scotia.

Fifibly. The plan of the refolations
tended to conciliate nations in treaty, or
difpofed to be in treaty with us, into ar,
rangements . ftill 'more favourable to our

commerces - This argument had peculiar

weight in relation to France. It had been
faid that Great Britain was our beft cuf-
tomer. The fa&, he faid, was that we
were her befl cuftomer: but that France
was our belt cuftomer. We confume more
of Britith manufaétures than any other
nation in the world confumes. France
confumes miore of oyr produétions, than
any other nation confumes: He referred
to the Rlatements he had before offered for
proof of this. Her confumption was aifo
of the moft valuable kind ; and under fa-
vourable regulations would be a very grow-
ing one. It confifed of wheat and flour,
falt provifions, and fith ¢ articles which
were not admitted by Great Britain ; and
which without the market of France,
would glut every other, :

OFf ourfith (he confumed fi ve eighths of
the whole exportation. Her ufe of our

live animals was another important cohfi-
deration. - It amounted, in thedift of our
exports, to 352,795 dollars, for the year
1791. In the fameyear, the Brituh de-
mand amounted to no more than 62,4;5
dollars.  The fuperior proportion of na-
vigation we -enjoyed in the-French chan-
rels of intercourfe had alréady been thewn,
Li examining - the policy of cultivating
and fecuring the French markets, he faid
it ought not to be forgotten, that the pro-
fits and the revenue arifing from the rum
diftilleries, depended on an article obtain-
ed almoft, if not altogtiher, from the
French dontinions alone ; and which was
the ouly raw material of any confequence
imported into the United States. It was
paid for alfo, a8 had been much urged on
othier occafions by members on the oppo-
fite fide, in the worit fith, which could
find a vent in no other part of the world.
The Molaffes imported into the Uhited
Statesin one year, amounted to upwards
of feven millions of gallons, more than!

one half of. which went into the ftate!

of Maffachufetts.  He took notice alfo
of the article of fugar, as rendered of
great importance by our habits and our

finances ; and of which more than one.

half was fupplied by the French Weft-In-

dies. Outof 17,142,723 dollars impor- |

ted, - 9,321,829 dollars were received
from that fource. The refidue came from
the Danifh, Dutch, and Britith domini.
ons, in the following proportions, to
wit. Danifh, 2,833,010 dollars, Dutch
2,707,231, dollars. Britith 2,280,644
dollars. This itatement was taken from
the imports of 1790, the only year he
had been able to examine on this point.

It had been (aid, why grant privileges
before 2 mutual grant thould be fecured
by pofitive fipulation ? Why throw away
by a legal regulation, what ought to bé
the price of treaty? He anfiered, that
the legal regulation threw nothing away,

as it wasalways recoverable : ‘That in the'

prefent inflance, it was only mecting the
legal regul=tions of which France had fet
the example :

more than any other, would fmooth the

way ta it, by cxp]aining the objeéts, and:

eftablifbing, a confidence, an both fides—=
that it would be happy, 1f in all ecafes,
where treaties are in view, this-openand
conciliatory-procefs. could take the place
of that referve and myfterious I .gociati-
on, with which the parties approach each
other. Were ‘Great Britain defirous of
forming amicable arrangements by treaty,
he afked what readier or more prudent
ftep could fhe have taken for the purpofe,
thag.tohave followed the example fet her,
by i’lolding out-in her laws, the {pirit in

which fhe was willing to meet us in nego--

ciation ? ‘

Having gone through thefe explanatis
ons, M. M. entered iito a ‘view of the |
to the.'r'efolutiong-,

principal, objections

propofed. ”
1. It was faid they would diminith the

revenue, and endanger the funds.

| With refpe@ fo the public debt, his
general ideas had been exprefled by feveral
who had fpoken hetore him. He acknow-
ledged that he had difliked and oppofed
the modification given to it ; but after it
had received the fan&ion of law, “he bad
entertained no other wifh on the fubje&t,
than that the debt might be honorably
difcharged, as faft as the circumftances of
the country would permit. This he was

L well {atisfied was the prevailing fentiment

of thé great body of the peaple. He did
not believe, that therc was a fingle ftate
in the Union, or any. confiderable part of
a fingle ftate, that did not acquiefce (where
they did not approve) in the provifions
which had been made in behalf of the pub-

lic creditors. 'At the fame time he was

equally fure, that it never was either meant
‘by Congrefs, or underftood by the public,
that in mortgaging the impoft for - their

fecurity, it was to be an hoftage to forcigri f

countries for our unqualified acquiefcence
in their unequal laws, and to be worfie,

as long as the debt fhould continue, as a _

badge of national humiliation. The nature

of the obligation could certainly import no”

more in fayor of the creditors, than that
the fund appropriated fhould be applied,
as far as requifite, to their ofe 3 unlefs e-
quivalent funds thould be fubflituted ; nor
miore agdinit the public, than that all de-
ficiendies m the fund thould be  made up,
whether arifing without, or in confequence
of, a change in the laws. If it fhould
happen; then, that in confequence of
meafure, dictated by the’?eneml gb?dy,
the impoft thould become inadequate to
nﬁ:

its objc?, all that could be ¢

that inftead of being a bar:

to treaty, fuch a courfe of  proceeding;”

y the |

public creditors, iwould be fome other
provifion that would fupply ‘the defalca-
tion ; and it ought not 'to be doubted,
that the people at large, whofe good was
purfued, would readily fupport whatever
other provifion might become indifpenfi-
ble. He had made thefé remarks, how-
ever, with referénce to an event, which
he did not by any means admit to be pro-
bable.  The more he had revolved the {ub-
ject, the more clearly it appeared to him,
that a very operative addition might be-
made to the duties on the enumerated arti-
cles, without endangering ‘the aggregate
product of the importations.  And he en-
tirely concurred in opinion , with thofe,
who had obferved, that the greateft injury
which' could be done to the clafs of citi-
zens holding the public paper, was to re-
prefent their interefts as ‘more to be. re-
garded, than any national confiderations
whatever ; and to oppofe to the latter,
even the moft imaginary contingencies to
the former.

(Speech to be contincd. )

March 11.

Sundry petitions ‘were prefented and
referred. o

The Houfe went into committee of the
whole on the bill to provide for the de-
fence of certain ports, &c. -and, after
fome time {pentin the bufinefs, the bill was
reported with amendments and paffed to
a third reading. v

A bill came down frofig.the Senate pro-
viding for bui]ding 3 light-houfe on Cape-
Hatteras, and one near Occacock Ifland 3
twiceread in the Houfe.

A bill was reported, providing for
building a light-Houfe on’ Seguin 1n the
Di&tri& of Maine—twice read. i

Thefe two- bills- were incorporated to
form one.

The amendments of the committee of
the whole to the bill providing for the ex-
penfe attending foreign intercourfe were
agreed to, and the bill paffed to a third
reading.

Adjourned.

Wednefday, March 12.

The bill providing for the defence of
certain ports and harbors was read the
third time and paffed.

The bill making appropriations for the
fopport of the military eftablifhment of
the United States for the year 1794 was
brought in engrofled—in filling up ‘the
blanks, the eftimate of expences which
will attend the fortifying certain ports and
harbors was incorporated—the  bill was
then paffed.

The foreign intercourfe bill was alfo
pafled this day.

Mr. Sepcwick, after fome prefatory
remarks, read agreeable to natice on Mon-
day laft the following refolutions :

Refelved, That there be raifed, armed

. and equipped, fifteen regiments of auxi-

liary troops, to confift of 1000 men rank
and file each, with the proper officers,
Refolved, That the commiffioned off-
cers thereof be appointed as other officers
of the United States, and that the non-
commiffioned officers and privates be in-
lifted for the term of twoyears; and with
this condition, that if war fhould break

. out within that time, between the United

States and any foreign European power,
they fhall be bound to ferve for the term
of three years, after the commencement
of the war, if the fame fhall fo long con-
tinue.

Refolved, That in the cafe of fuch
war, the officers of the faid regiments
fhall be entitled to the like pay and fub.
fiftence, and to equal rank and command
with  the officers of the prefent military
eftablifhment of the United States ; but
except in fuch cafe fhall beentitled to pay,
enly for the time they fhall altually attend
on the days of training and exercife here-
after mentioned.” >

Refolved, That each non-commiffioned
officer and private fhall, by virtue of his
inliftment, be entitled to 2 bounty, con-
fiting of a fuit of elothes per annum, of
the value of twelve dollars, and fhall alfo
be entitled to a compenfation of half a

- dollar per, day, for each day he fhall af.

femble for the purpofe of training or

“exerciling ; which except in cafe of war,

with fome foreigu European power, fhall
not excecd twenty-four days in one year ;
& in thet cafe each noncommiffioned off.
cer & private fhallbe entitled to the fame
pay and rations, and fhall be fubjec to
the fame rules amd re; ations, as the o-
ther troops of the United States.

Refolved, That the faid regiments fhall
be furnifhed witharme and accoutrements

at the expenfe of the United States. to be
returned at the expiration of their ferm
of fervices

Refolved, That revenues by taxes ‘or
duties, competent to the purpofe of de-
fraying the expenfe of raifing and paying
the faid troops, be provided.

Refolved, That within two years-and
fix months after the time, which fhall be
prefcribed by law, for beginning to enhift
the, faid troops, if no war fhall in the
mean time break out with any foreign
European power, the regiments aforefaid
{ifall be abolifhed and ceafe.

Refolved, That the Prefident of the
United States be authorifed, if in his
judgment the fafety or welfare. of the
United States fhall require it, to lay an
embargo generally or particulary, upon
thips in the ports or harbors of the Unit=
ed States,. for a term, not exceeding ‘at
any one time, forty days, and alfo to pro-
hibit for a like term, generally or particu-
larly, . the  exportation’ of .commodities

1 from the United States, and fuch embar-

go or prohibition te continue from'time t&
time, until the expiration of = fourteen
days after the commencement of the fefe
fion of Congrefs next enfuing the prefent.,

Thefe refolutions were read-*twice and
committed, and ordered to be printed for
the ufe of the members. “

A fketch of the remarks which actoms
panied the above refolutions fhall be giverf
to-morrow. _ e

A meffage was received from the Pre-
fident of the United States, communicat-
ing fundry reprefentations from the offi-
cers of the Spanith Legation—thefe were
read with clofed galleries, oo

Foreign Intelligence.~

LEGHORN, Nov. 27. :
Yefterday we witnefled one of the moft
dreadful cataftrophes. I.e Scipion, a
French -fhip R g guns,  carrying
600 men- which “was lying at anchor
in this port withthe Britifh {quadron un-
der the command of Admiral Cofby, be-
came a prey to the flames, At three
o’clock in the afternoon, large columns of
black {moke,’ rifing from all parts of the
thip, were the forefunners of the flames,
which began to break forth a few mo-
ments after. - ‘The crew, who were almolt

all on board of her,& had not the (malleft

fufpicion of any accident, finding they
could not withftand the rage of the fire,
moftly flung themfelyes thro® the fames
into the fea, every one ftriving to ef-
cape with hislife.” Mean while a great
number of the jolly-boats belonging to the
Britifh, Swedifh, and Neapolitan men of
war, picked up many of the unfortun- -
fufferers, and a great number of dead t.,.
dies were afterwards taken u , {uffocated
or_drowned.

The reft, being invalids, or Wwithing to
extinguifh the flames, which b;garf to
{pread in every part, fell victims.

About 4 o’clock, all “the rigzing - and
mafts were feen on fire ;' the poit-holes of
the eannon refembled fo maiy furnaces if-
fuing a fiery lava. 'The guns, loaded ei-
ther with grape fhot or balls, went off,
and threatened to- fet fire to the reft of
the fhipping. :

Rear-Admiral Cofby, finding the fqua-
dron of his Britannic Majefty too near
.the French thip, and expofed to the mo®t-
imminent danger immediately failed from
the harbour. Shortly after, the French
fhip bore away from her anchors all on
fire ; fortunately a ftrong gale from the
land, had preferved the thipping in the

harbor from deftru&on,while Le Scipion” .

pafled along, and that prevented great
misfortunes,

About eight o’clock in the evening,

Le Scipion was four Italian miles from

the port, when the great explofion took . V

place in the ftore-room, containing 300
barrels of gun-powder.  The column of
fire, rofe to the height of near 300 fa-
thoms ; a large fmoke enfued, which ap-
peared interfected with flames, and du-
ring feveral minutes the whole horizon
feemed to be on fire.

The ‘explofion was fo great, that it re-

fembled the effe® of the moft dreadful -

fhock of an earthquake, and an immenfe
number of window panes “in this city
burft. After the explofion of the ftore-
room, the water rufhed into the body
of the hulk, which began to fink.
About two o’clock in the morning no

further figns of fire appedred on the fur-

face of the fea, gt 9
_In the morning, a piece of the thip wis

ftill feen out of the water, full of coals,

and covered with bedies. v




