Ordered, That this bill pafs to the fe-
cond reading,

The Secoaie refumed the confideration 3
of the niotion m.de the 22d inftant on the 4
repoit of the committee, on the petition’
of Conrad Laub and others, relpeting
th: elect.on of Mr. Gallatin to be Senator
of the United States, and after progrefs,

On.motion,

Ordered, That the further confidera-
tion thereol be poitponed until to monow.

It ‘was agrecd that the fecond reading
of the bill * inaddition to the aét for the
prutihment of certain crimes againt the
United Stated,” affigned as'the order of
this day, be farther poftponed.

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to
mMoMew morning.

Wednelday, February 26th, 1794.

A meflage from the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives by Mr., Beckley their clerk :

«“ Mr. Prefident—The Houfe of Re-
prefentatives have paffed the bill, fent from
the Senate, for concurrence, entitled, ¢ An
at in alteration of the aét eftablithing a
mint, and regulating the coins of the U-
nite" States.”’—And he withdrew.

The Senate refumed the confideration
of the motion made the 22d ioftant, on
the report of the committee, on the peti-
tion of Conrad Laub'and others, refpect-
ing the election of Mr. Gazliatin to be a
Senator of the United States; and after
progrefs,

On muti()n,

Ordered, That the further confidera-
tion thereof, be poftponed until to-mor-
row.

*The following written meffage was re-
ceived from the Prefident of the United
States, by Mr. Dandridge, his Secreta-
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Urited States, 26th February, 1794.
Gentlemen of the Scaate,

I have caufed the, correfpondence,
which_is the fubjeét of your refolution of
the 24th day of January laft, to belaid
before me.  After an examination of it,
I direQed copies and tranflations to be
made ; except in thofc particulars, which,
in my judgment, for public confidera-

. tions, ought ot go be communicated.

Thofe copics and tranflations are now
tranfmitted to the Senate; but the na-
ture of them manifefts the propriety of
their being received as confidential.

G. WASHINGTON.

The meffage was read.

Ordercd, That the meffage and papers
therein referred to, lie for confideration

The Vice-Prefident communicated a
letter from the Secretary for the depart-
ment of Trealury, explaining the caufes
of delay in reporting on the petition of
Arthur Hughes, referred to his confide-
ration—which was read.

Ordered, That it lie on the table.

The bill, feat from the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives for concurrence, entitled “an
act making appropriations for the fupport
of government, for the year one thoufand
feven hundred and ninety-four,” was read
the fecond time.

On metion,

Ordered, That the further confidera-
tion of this bill be poftponed.

The Senate adjourned until 11 o’clock
to-morrow morning.

Thurfday, February 27th, 1794

On motion,

Ordered, That the bill, fent from the
Houfe of Reprefentatives for concur-
rence, entitled, “ an aét making appro-
priations for the fupport of government,
for the year one thoufand feven hundred
and ninety-four,” be referred to Mr. Ca-
bot, Mr. Frelinghuyfen, and Mr. Lang-
don, to confider and . report thereon to
the Senate.

The Senate refumed the confideration
of the motion made the 22d inftant, on"
the report of the committee, on the pe-
tition of Conrad Laub and others, re-
fpe@ing the eledtion of Mr. Gallatin to
be a Scnator of the United States, and
after progrefs,

On motion,

Ordered, That the further confidera-
‘tion thercof, be poftponed until to mor-
row.

The Senate adjourned uutil 11 o’clock

to-morrow morning.

. CONGRESS.
Houfe of Reprefentaiives .
January 30.
In committee of the awhale on Mr. Madifon’s
refolutions.
SPEECH or Mr. FOSTER,

of Maffachufetts.
UPON the firft ftatement of the pro-
pofitions whish have been fo long under
the confideration of the committee, I was

one of the individuals who had to examine
the fubjedt; in_the-varous lights under
which it ought to be viewed, in order to
form an opmion tpon the neceffity, the

| expedicney, and the probable confcquen-

ces of the adoption of the fyftem which
the refolutions.contemplate. I have lift-
ened with unremitted attention to the de-
bates, and have endeavoured that a fingle
obfcivation of importance fhould wot ef-
cape unnoticed. The refolutions, at firlt
view, appeared important—on a critical
and attentive examination they do not ap-
pear lefs fo—they confefledly involve a
great variety of interefts—interefts of the
higheft magnitude, and, if adopted, will
effentiallyalterthecircumftances, the views,
the commercial profpects, and the civil
policy of the National government.

The candour and ingenuity with which
the fubject has been difcufled, have given
me great. fatisfaction. The. arguments
againft and in fupport of the refolutions,
have been difplayed in a manner highly
gratifying to an enquiring mind. The
variety of views in which the fubje& has
been examined—its relative connection
with our agriculture, our manufattures,
and the whole civil polity of the United
States—the influence which the fyftem
would have upon our intercourfe with fo-
reign nations, and the probable effe@s re-

ulting to them, more elpecially to France

and - Great-Britain, have afforded much
information ; and I am happy in acknow-
ledging my obligations to the gentlemen,
who have, with fo much ability and pre-
cifion, favored us with their fentiments.

Much time, Mr. Chairman, has been
already fpent in the difcuflion. The fub-
ject is momentous and required it. The
affirmative and the negative of the quef-
tion have been ably advocated and ably
fupported.

A general review of the arguments may
not perhaps be without its ufe.

In fupport of the refolutions it has been
urged,

That the meafures of the tendency
hereby contemplated have been long ex-
pected by the citizens of the United States.

That the regulation of our commerce
was the principle which firft induced the
formation and eftablifiment of our prefent
conftitution. ‘

That the adoption of the refolutions will
probably excite a competition in foreign
countries, as well as_among our own citi-
zens, operating to produce fupplies of
fuch articles as we may wifh, from other
pations than thofe who now furnith us,
and as an encouragement to the domeftic
manufa@ure of the fame articles.

That they will tend to the increafe of
our navigation, enable us to obtain our
proper fhare of the carrying trade and en-
joy thofe benefits and advantages to which
from our relative fitvation and exifting
circumftances we are entitled.

That, by a purfuit of this fyftem, we
may imjure the individuals, particulaily
the manufaéturers, and confequently the
goyernments of other countries, and make
our anemies feel the extent of our power,
our abilities to injure them, and thenc
induce a proper refpeét for our rights and
interefts, and our government.

That the probable diminution of our
revenues, from the poffible diminution of
our imports, would, iu fome degree, be
counter-balanced by the increafe of the
duties contemplated by the refolutions.

That we are bound to obtain repara-
tion for the injuftice done to individuals
of our own country, by regulations con-
travening the Laws of Nations, made by
fome of the belligerent Powers; or, in
default of obtaining fuch reparation, we
are bound to compenfate the damages
which fuch individuals have fuftained.

That provifion is hereby ‘propofed to
be made, for raifing’ monies to compen-
fate, in the firft inftance, the individuals
thus injured,

That leaving 6ur trade to regulate it-
felf, is, in fad, leaving it to be regulated
by foreign nations.

That jealoufy and ill-will have always
marked the line of conduét of Great-Bri-
tain toward America. ° She has never ex-
ecuted the treaty of peace, fhe carried
away our Negroes, fhe detained our weft-
ern pofts, fhe excited and encourages the
Indian war, fhe has let loofe the Alge-
rines, {he has violated our neutrality and
committed fpoliation on our fhips at fea.

That the balance of our trade with
Great-Britain is now much againft us—
this has produced on her part an extenfive
credit, operating as a grievance, creatin
a forcig'npc::ﬂ'ugncc, wghich pervades th%
mercantile and trading part of the 'com-
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munity, may éxtend into our public coun-
cils, and have an undue effect on our go-
vernment.

That.we have all the neceflaries of life
produced in our own country, and confe-
quently have greater advantages in efta-
blithing fuch regulations, beyond what
are enjoyed by a populous and manufac-
turing nation-

That fhould the propofed {yftem be a-
dopted, and carried into effeét, there is
no probability of retaliation on the part
of Great-Britain ; fhould fhe be difpofed
fhe cannot effeét it. If the iflue require
{elf-denial, we can endurc the evil. with

ithe greater advantage, and may fafely

calculate upon a complete triumph.

That Britain is now at war againt re-
publican principles, and our commerce
enables her to profecute that war.

That the balance of our trade with
France hasalways been in our favor. That
friendfhip “and difinterefted benevolence
have ever marked her condu&t towards
the United States.

That gratitude to the French nation
requires us to turn the current of our
trade from Britain to them.

That the fyftem contemplated by thefe
refolutions will induce France to confer
on us additional fayors; and finally, that
by ‘with-holding our commerce from G.
Britain, we fhall aid the caufe of the
French, who are at war againft defpotifm
ftruggling for liberty, and the rights-of
freemen.

In oppofition to the refolutions it is
faid,

That though meafures fimilar to thofe
now contemplated, may have been here-
tofore expected, a neceffity for their adop-
tion does not now exift.

That regulations have already been
made, which have had a happy influence
in increaﬁng our commerce, our manufac-
tures and our navigation.

That our commercial advantages, our
fitheries, our feamen, and our fhips, have
been progreflively increafing fince  the a-
doption of our prefent happy conftitution
—that their numbers and growth are ftill
increafing, and under the influence of the
exifting fyftem, will continue to do {o as
rapidly as will be beneficial .to the com-
munity,

That although additional duties on fo-
reign tonnage might encourage our navi-
gation, yet the increafe ought to be made
with'caution ; a very great or undue pro-
partion of ‘American capital being vefted

~in navigation would be hazardous, and in

cafe of a war the lofs would diftrefs us ex-
tremely.

That an increafement of our fhipping
beyond what is neceffary for our importa-
tions, would be injurious ; the furplus ne-
ceffarily deduéts from a capital which is
wanted for other purpofes, and may be
more beneficially improved in the increafe
of our manufaétures and agriculture.—
An excefsof zeal to promote our. com-
merce and navigation, is more dangerous
than a deficiency.

That it is the intereft of the landholder
that our trade fhould be free, and that fo-
reign, as well as domeftic veflels,, fhould
be admitted to our wharves, and permit-
ted toreceive our produce, for exporta-
tion without reftraint.

That fhould additional duties be impof-
ed, diferimination would be impolitic and
unjuft ; the commerce of ‘one nation
ought not to be encouraged to the: detri-
ment of another ; if there is no friendfhip
in trade, it does not follow there muft be
enmity.

That in eftablifhing a commercial fy(-
tem and forming adecifion on the fubjet
now under the confideration of the com-
mittee we fhould diveft ourfelves of poli-
tical ‘ views, we ought not' to fuffer our
refentments to influence us ; the feelings
excited by the confideration of the Indi-
an war, the depredations of the Alge-
rines, or the inexecution of the treaty of
peace, have nothing to do”with a fnbject
which refpeéts the regulation of our com-
merce only-  To obtain redrefs for any
political injuries we may have {uftained,re-
courfe in the firft inftance fhould be had
to peaceable negociations which would
probably prove effe€tual.

That the obje& of the prefent refolu-
tions appearsito be a commercial warfare,
which inall probability would be produe-
tive of one far more ferious. :

That the expediency of forming any
eommercial treaties may well be queftion-
ed, they neceflarily conne us in the po-
litics of Europe, a conne@ion which can
never be falutary for America ; but if com-

mercial treaties are formed, mutual interefl

fhould be confidered as the fundamental »

principle.

That the refolutions before us contain
only an affedtation of aiding our naviga-
tion, commerce, and manufactures’; they
will in fa&, prove detrimental to each of
them, by producing a temporary flagna-
tion at leat, of the one, and unavoidablc
embaraflments upon the other.

That high-duties, by augmenting the
prices of {uch goods as might be import-
ed, would only operate as taxes and bur-
thens againft our own citizens, who are
the confumers ; ‘at the fame time anfwer-
ing no valuable purpofes to us’ with the
government of Great Britain, againft
which they are profeffedly pointed, nor of-
fering any particular encouragement to
our own manufactures.

That the goodnefs of a market, is to be
determined by the relative proportion of
the dearnels or cheapnefs, of the articles
fold or purchafed ; and that on a compa-
rative view, the commercial fyftem of G.
Britain is more favorable to us, than that
of any other foreign nation. With refpeét
to our exports fhe is and ever has bLeen,
a better cuftomer than France, in the ra-
tio of two to one.

That the reftritionscomplained of were
in exiftence previous to our becoming an
independent nation ; they are in fa&, a
part of her colonial eftablifiment and ftill

'

operate only as they refpeét her colonial °

dependencies.

That the induftry of our citizens has
been, and is nourifhed by the aid of a fo-
reign capital ; for which eredit is an ex-
cellent fubftitute, fo far from being inju-
rious it is highly beneficial, ‘and, in the
prefent fituation’ of our country, has a
happy effeét in the promotion of thip-
building, manufa&ures, and agriculture :
admitting it was an evil, it 15 merely a
municipal regulation and altogether be-
yond the controul of Congrefs.

That Great Britain is able to- fupply
us with fuch articlesas we want, in great
abundance, and on better terms than any
other nation ; fhe has it in her power, and
is willing to. give us credit: the French
cannot or will not do it.

That the influence of Britifh credit on
our public councils is chimerical ; the fal.
fity of the idea is apparent, by the part
taken and fo ably fupported by the ref-
pe&table gentlemen;” who reprefent a part
of the United States, which has received
the moft extenfive credit. 1

That fhould we be deprived of this ad-
vantage, merchants of great capitals only
could trade. A monopoly by the wealthy,

would increafe the prices of the articles

confumed, and the enterprize and induftry
of young men, who have need of credit,
would be checked and difeouraged.

That the faith of the United States has
been heretofore pledged, appropriating
the monies raifed by certain exifling du-
ties, to the difcharging of public debt. “ A
{yftem, like the one propofed, tending to
the diminution of the amount of thofe du-
ties, would be a breach of faith difgraceful
as well as unjuftifiable.

That the conduét of France, as refpe@s
our commerce, our (navigation and our
fitheries, has uniformly evidenced a felfith
policy ; and that we'have no privileges to
boaft of in confequence of our prefent ex-
ifting commercial treaty with that nation,

This, Mr. Chairman, is a fummary view
of the principal arguments which have
been adduced on the one fide and on the
other of the important queftion before the
committee.” Many ingenious caleulations,

obfervations, comparifons and documents,’

fraught with information and tending to
elucidate the fubjeét, have been offired ;
I have liftened with attention to the whole
of them, and, on a careful review it ap-

pears to me that this is not thé proper .

time for us to introduce very effential al-
terations in our commercial fyftem—that,
be our wifhes what they may refpecting
the iffue of the prefent war in Europe,
neither duty or good policy will permit. us
to become parties. The ftri€ principles
of neutrality ought to influence cur con-
dudt—that the meafures propofed would
have a very bad tendency—that they would
produce great- inconvenience to our reve-
nues—a temporary flagmation to our com-
merce—a future augmentation of the fhac-
kles under which it now labors—deprive
our fellow-citizens of enjoyments which
they have a right to poffefs—tifrn induf-
try from its natural channel, induce a pe:
ceflity of land tazesfor the exigencies and
fupportL of gavernment, prove'iujurions to
public ‘credit, be  ruincus to our agricul-
ture, and, in the prefent crifis might pre-
cipitate us into a war: Evils which juf
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