ly exhilerating to our pride & affurds the
ftrongeft acgument againft the affertion.
eyond controverfy ; it is a con-
t rich can be undsrftoad.by any
maa who can vead. There is no rehiting
3 adduced o provey that fo
far is our commerce from being confined,
that the moft diftant ports and oceans in
Rusfia and China, aud the Pacific, are its
oaly boundaries, . It completely illuftintes
tae practicalas well as theoretical indepen-
denes of American commerce ; for of the
whole amount of the tonnage employed
fixty-two thonfand,fome odd
hundreds, go to Britain and its dependen-
cizs—theve are two hundred and twenty-
feyen thonfand tons of thisitotal, employ-
ed.among: other -nations and Britain,
wiiich formerly monopulized indeed our
ey as vow a little more than one
fifth of the navigation of the United States
in her portsi It is. true that 3-4ths of
1 »rts are from thence and that our
export te her is not equal to this import
but that deficiency is paid circuitoufly and
to advantage, by bilis, foras the trade is
free to leave her, as the merchants, actu-
ated by intereit, would buy as cheap as
poflible, we are fairly to conclude, that
they fell fome of our raw materials and
produdis to more advantage in other ports
than hers,but yet purchafe in her’s cheap-
er; fo the commeice muft be a beneficial
one, or they would naturally forfake it.
That our exports are greater. to Portugal,
Spain, and the: United Provinces, than
our imports from theuce, is-a proof. that
they zive good prices for our produds ;
but from want of affortments, or from
their manufactures not being as faleable
here, or as cheap as thofe from Bnitain,
our merchants make upby bills from thofe
places on London, to fupply the defici-
ency of the export to that port. With
refpect to predileétion for Britain, intro-
duced as a ground of confumption,he did
not believe it exifted ; certam he was, he
felt it cot himf=lf, He could fee nothing
in the exereile of tafte, in the con-
famption; of manufa@ures, or preference
of what was well man:fafured and cheap
that was connected with the theory of po-
litical fentiment, In this country, no
fuch predilection for that nation exifted ;
onthe coatrary, he believed the moft fub.
faatialintereits of commerce were now at
bazacd, from the very prejudices which
were afed by gentlemen fometimes to
prove the very reverfe.  Astothe perfedt
ficedom of trade, and that univerfal trea-
ty, of which the gentleman from Virginia

Mr. Giles) gave us a hint, Jut no outline,
ths other day,, he queltioned much if the
accidental variance among wnations, on
which fubftantial differences had been
moulded by habits, rendered the thing
poflible, and were it poffible, whether all
young countries that were not on even
terms of manufacture, and ready for a
competition of ingenuity, would not fuf-
fer extremely by the inftitution ; he was
fure this'woulds  The idea was a benevo-
lent: one, bhut it was not one that could
bear practice. ~ On all queftions in which
grest and complicated interefts were under
fpeculation, when habit, and modes “of
life and tafte, and an immemorial "courfe
of things were to be confidered, he al-
ways withed to fee much refpe& paid to
the palt .as well s the exifting order of
fuch thivgs, as long as the refult of the
whole feemsed to bea great and certain
fhare of nagional profperity: * It was,Mr,
Murray obferved, a difficult and hazard-
ous thing to attempt to define with preci-
fion the particular caufe of profperity ; it
led to political quackery. We know how-
ever with certainty,that never did a coun-
try fo rapidly move forward to perfedtion
as.do the United States. "That our pa-
vigation has encreafed fince the adoption
of this, government, in proportion to o-
ther branches of trade, and that our com.
merce is both. wfeful and ornamental, and
the inftrumeat of a revenue effential to
the payment of a debt that we muft dif
charge. o

He faid the complaint of gentlemen
who fupperted the refolutions that our fon-
nage awas inadequate to our exports, was in
his mind an inconfiderate and fallacious
fpecies of regret. It might bea defirable
thing were our tonmage equal to, our ex-
poris, lut even this would be a good or
an evil, as it might be conne&ed or not
with objeéts over which we had no certain
contronl.  He' would remark, that fuch
a flate of navigation at prefent affumed
two thingsas its bafis—a great and mani-
feft difproportion between all the branches
of induftry dependant on fhip-building and
navigation, and the other trades ; and our

1t8 rorce, v

abroad, but

power of becoming carriers for other na-
tions, which would not be the cafe if ma-
ritime powers acted with their aecultomed
vigilance.—Unlefs the [aft employment
were provided for by the regulations of
foreign powers in favor of our thips, the
firlt would be a ferious evil. He thought
it a fafe propofition to which nothing but
wild and erude fpecalation could be op-
pofed ; to fay—that, as long as our right
10 be the carriers of other nmations was not
Jubmisted to by them, the power to export all
the raw muterials of this country and its
produds would be an ewil.  This regret of
gentlemen he believed to be founded on a
comparifon of this branch of trade here
and in other maritime countries, as Hol-
land, England, and fome others. A lit-
tle refletion would, he believed, afford
condolation by fhewing that their compari-
tive fuperiority in the carrying bufinefs
refulted from a folid difference in the fitu-
ation of thefe countries, and of the Unit-
ed States ;—nay, that this very fuperiori-
ty is the refult of neceffity more than
choice—a neceflity which the free and
happy citizens of this rich and abundant
country did not feel, and which they
would not fecl for ages. The canying
trade of this country will never be equal to

its exports till the population of America
bears a nearer proportion to the lands and
the raw materials; till each branch of in-
duftry is proportionably fupplied with Ia-
bor; or the foreign powers admit our car-

rying trade to a fair competition with

theirown. Tt is true that we abound in

articies of immenfe importance to the Eu-

ropean artift, but they are fo extremely

bulky and heavy, that it is clear our ex-

ports require more than double the quan-

tity of tonnage that the imports demand.

The exports are tobacco, ricey grain, of all
forts, lumber, pot and pearl-afh, and fuch

heavy and bulky produ@s; whereas the

imports are manufacures, {mall in bulk,

high finifhed, light, portable and of great

value for the fpace and tonnage they re-

quire in tranfportation, The proportion

between them both is of value, and not of

fize. The firft and great tendency of all

things here is towards agriculture and the

rougher arts, as lumber getting, which

belongs to agriculture—the other arts and

purfuits are but anxiliary to this/main body
of thenational calling. = This predifpofiti-

on -and tendency will be for ever keeping

up the ability to furnith the raw and bulky

article of export, while it irrefiftably dis-
furnithes the fhip-yard and its dependant

arts, of that induftry which would be ne-

ceffary to complete the power of affording
domeftic tonnage equal to the export ;

that is, we can afford more labor in the
procuring of the export, than we can fpare
to the arts of thip-building and navigation:

—thefe purfuits that belong to agriculture
and a fettled life, are more congenial with
our country, where freedom and plenty

invite to marriage, the rearing of families,
and the acquifition of lands. = At prefent
he believed the fcamen engaged in the fo-
reign American tannage, to fay nothing
of the coafting trade and fitheries; which

doubled the amount, were more than in
proportion to the citizens employed in the
mechanic and manufa&ure trade, making
the: relative proportions between them in
England the ftandard to judge by.

The tonnage rapidly  increafed every
year; and, he took it for granted, would
obferve a due proportion under 1ts prefent
great encouragement, which amounted
juft to an eafy protection to ftimulate in-
duftry and fecure cheap imports, without
givinga rafh monopoly to that branch of
bufinefs—and here he would remark, that
under the exifting regulation, the very
beft confequence flowed in en the confu-
mer. By the additional duty of ten per
cent. on goods imported in foreign bot-
toms, and the addition of forty-four cents
per ton we fecured the importation of fo-
reign goods to American tonnage, and by
this means bought cheap ; and by leaving
your ports free to foreign veflels under an
ealy tonnage duty, there is a competition
kept up in the domeftic market for thofe

exports, for which the foreign tonnage"

comes into your harbor. Thus already we
buy cheap and fell dear at home. The com-
petition that arifes in our markets, in con-
fequence of foreign fhips becoming carri-
ers of the furplus over that to which our
own tonnage is equal, certainly raifed the
price of all things exportable; and a fud-
den and violent check in this order of

things would vitally affeét the agricultu-

ral, the lumber, the tobacco and all the
more bulky.objeéts of exportation.

It appeared then to him that the anti-
cipation of effects from the refolutions,

on the poiot of difproportion between our
exports and tonnage, was calculated on a
- growth of navigation forced unnatural and
pernicious—a growth that would call off
from other employments the labor which
is better beftowed as it now is, in increa-
fing our ability to furnifh, by enlarging
the powers of agriculture.

A fuddeu alteration which would, for
a confiderable time, check that competi-
tion between the foreign carrier and our
own, for our produéts, would furely do
mifchief ; nor could he fee into what line
of employment, except the mere carrying
of our exports, would fo immenfe an addi-
tion to our navigatlon be led ; for unlefs
foreign powers permit its participation in
that branch of trade which from local con-
{ideration has ever been deemed fo precious
to them, the tonnage that conveys the ex-
ports, over and above that quantity of it
neceflary to the imports, muft return in
ballaft : That is,if :the export requires fix
hundred thoufand tons, and the imports

| but three hundred thoufand, there will be

the half of our tonnage employed abroad,
either in voyages that will but little bene-
fit our country which wants internal labor
more than foreign enterprize, at leaft of
fo ufelefs a kind, or it will return in bal-
laft.

But even admitting its policy he had
no evidence of the only thing, which,
combined with the idea of a navy, could
render the obje&@ attainable, he meant
the relaxation of the great naviga-
tion fyftems in Europe which fecured to
their own fhips, advantages, in which par-
ticipation was eontemplated—1In the two
great fcenes, France and Great Britain,
to which American habits and courfe of
bufinefs would moft probably lead, and
from whence the manufaftures were to
be imported, the American carrier would
find himfelf after unlading his export un-
der reftri®ions which would force him
to feck diftant and circuitous trading
voyages, or return home in ballaft. In
both thefe countries, he would find his
enterprize checked by their refpetive
navigation acts :—For Monfieur Barrere
has reported a navigation a&—it has been
adopted by the convention—and as far as
it refpe@s the carrying trade precludes us
except merely for our own produétions.
The artificial progrefs of things in France
in manufa@ures, her political rivalries,
and her colonial relations one would have
fuppofed would long' fince have pointed
out fuch an imitation of the Englifh
att—The Englifh act feemed di@ated by
neceflity avifing from caufes, which, fome-
what refembling thofe of France find lit-
tle analogy in the prefent circumftances of
this country.

When imitation is pointed out to us as
a piece of policy, itisaduty to view our
attual fituation to difcover fimilitude of
principle and caufes ; and to eftimate the
importance of differences between nation-
al qualities here and in countries of whofe
praétice and {yftemsan imitation is propof-
ed. If the fituations, times and caufes
are fimilar, there will be plaufible ground:
If other caufes of national profperity,
more eligible than thofe of other countries
prefent themfelves to our view, we ought
to be cautious,certain and flow to decide.
Very remarkable differences are palpable
here from the circumftances that feemed
to him to have forced the carrying powers
of Europe to be fuch. It was important
toview them, for ‘political contentment
would refult from a comparifon in which
we found our difference.

(Speeeh to be continued,)

Foreign Intelligence.

BRUSSELS, December 3.

The grand army, under Prince Co-
bourg, has lately made a retrograde move-
ment ; it is in great part cantoned near
Mons, and the head quarters are removed
from Bavay to that city. The right wing,
which is continually harraffed by the
French, is covered by Conde, and ex-
tends through Marchiennes, as far as
Courtray. The center has an excellent
pofition before Mons, between Bavay,
Valenciennes and Quefnoy, and protetts
our 15,000 labourers, who are diligently
working to repair the fortifications of the
two laft towns. The left which extends

through Beaumont and Chimai, to Na-
mur, where the corps under General Beau-
lieu is pofted, is lefs fecure, and expofed
to the frequent fallies which, for this week
paft, have been made by the garrifon of
Maubeuge. To prevent this in future,
Prince Cobourg has juft fent a reinforce-

thent of 4000 men, who 4fter having
driven the French from the neighborhood
of Beaumont, have taken polt round that
fmall town; fo that our grand army is
now fecure againft furprize, confidering
that the frontiers from Furnes to Namur,
Huy and Liege, are fulficiently provided
with trdops to repel any fecond invafion.
We are. chiefly indebted for thefe good
pofitions, which have entirely counteracted
the plans formed by the Committee of
War and General Jourdan, at Paris, to
the highly important information commu.
nicated by the French Ajutant General
to the Army of the North to Prince Co-
bourg. This General deferted on the 211
of lat month, has been well received by
the Miniftry, and had a long conference
with the Arch Duke Charles.” After hay-
ing betrayed all the plans of attack, he
yefterday departed for Mons.

“ By accounts received this moruing
from the army of the Rhine, it appears
that in the different attions, from the 21t
to the 26th ult. the Auftrians have had
3,090 men killed and wounded, among
whom are many brave officers.  Col. de
Priefs, Baron de Badder, Count de Clenau,
Banfy, Tranconet, and Engelfheim, all
officers commandant, befides 16 of inferior
rank are killed. Among the wounded are
Colonels . Scharda, Kruzi, Kuanz, Lee,
Mafur, and others. The lofs of the Pruf-
fians is more confiderable, amounting to
6000 men, killed and wounded. Anmong
the wounded are Prince Lous of Pruffia,
who ‘received a mufket fhot in his arm.

¢ The lofs of the French is doubtlefs

much greater. It is:computed at 10,000
killed and wounded ; but they were almoft
every where viorious ; for they attacked
all the Auftrian dnd Pruffian pofts at onee,
with 48,000 men, of whom General
Wurmfer alonehad to fight againft 25,000.
“ The confequence is, that Wurmfer
has been compelled to retreat and take
poft behind Hagueriau, here he can hard-
ly maintain himfelf for eight days. The
Duke of Brunfwick was lefs fortunate.
He was purfued as far as Nieuftadt, in the
Palatinate, within three leagues of Lan-
dau, where he arrived with his troops in
the moft deplorable condition, and almoft
entirely defeated. The Pruffian General
Kalkreuth, who fuffered lefs, is pofted
with the troops under his command, at
Keyfers Lautern, to oppofe fome check
to the rapid advance of the French column
from Deux Ponts.
¢ The ravages committed by the French,
in all the country evacuated by the Pruf-
fians, more efpecially in the Dutchy of
Deux Pouts, are dreadful. Whatever they
could net carry off they committed to the
flames.  All the fine houfes of the capital
are burnt.
“ Surprifing or ridiculous as it may -
feem, the official details publithed here this
day by authority of government {peak on-
ly of fucceffes, viGories, and the total de-
fZat of the French army. But it is only
neceflary to compare facts with confequn-
ces, to fee that the above accounts which
come from perfons of undoubted veracity,
‘and meaus of knowledge, are but two well
founded.
“ A part of the Emperor’s horfes and
baggage arrived yefterday from Vienna ;
but if the French fhould penetrate farther
into T'reves, where they are now in force,
his majefty’s journey may be retarded.”
December 6.-

Dampierre late Adjutant General to
General Jourdan, is returned from Mons,
accompanied by another French General
officer. What is fuprifing is, that thefe
two officers appear every where, even at
the theatre, in the Republican umiform.
Dampierre is very well received, particu-
larly by the minifter Count Metternich.
He is very affable, prepofleffing, and, as is
faid, a very able officer. It is generally be-
lieved that the failure of the French plan
of attack, is {olely owing to the accuracy
with which he communicated it to the
Prince of Saxe Cobourg, two days before
it was intended to be made.

The number of fick and wounded in the
five military Hofpitals of this city, on the
30th of November, was 11,400. From
the 15th to the 30th, the deaths were
1759, inclading the French, who are min-
gled with the Auftrians in the Hofpitals,
The grand Maifon de Force at Vilvoorde,
will foon be readyjto receive 4000 of thefe
miferable wretches, one third of whom
are now lying on firaw in the corridors of

the Hofpitals.

—

HAGENAU, (in Alface) Nov. 10.

Extratt of a private letter. ¢ When
the Combined army, marched through our
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