Mr. Boudinot ther’ obferving on the
patriotic condu& of our mcrchantls, with
regard to their obedicnce to. the revenue
laws, which he thought did them greater
a could Be claimed by thofe of
wr country, warned the committee
it carrying the matter too far, he
warned them not to make it the beft wrade
on rair caleulation, that ome merchant
could pirfue, to defraud the government
of the duties.  When once fmnggling be-
camex bulinels which the merchants ge-
nerally thought themfelves jultified in, it
would be like powerful affailants getting
poffeition of a ftrong fortrefs, it would not
be eafy to difledge them, - It was out of
the power of laws to prevent fmuggling,
if the merchants onee determined to a-
du!\( it.

Mr. Boudinot faid, he had carefully a-
voided faying any thing about the Alge-
rines, becaufe although inhis private opi-
nion he thought circuinftances bore hard
againft Great Britain; yet as a legiflator
he could net lay his finger on the evidence
and fay this or that proves the fact, and
as he believed fome faéts had been miftak-
en, he was afraid of acting without ade-
Guate proof. Bolides, although ke was
at firft affedied by the fuggeftion, yet on
carefully 1nvefligating the procefs of the
buhnefs, he thought he could fee reafons
which might render it poffible that Great
Dritain had & good excufe for her conduét
independent of American confiderations.
Every gentleman knows that Holland had
a confiderable trade with Portugal, which
{he was obliged to carry on with a convoy
of mien of war on account of the Algerines.
Portugal had three or four {hips continu-
ally cruizidg on the fahe account. Great
Britain (with thefe ftates) was engaged
in a war with France, whofe fleet not-
withRaonding all her difficulties was rather
fuperior to that of Great Britain. - It be-
¢ame then a confiderable objedt with Great
Britain to emhancipate thefe fhips of her
allies from other fervices, fo as to operate
with her in the common caufe.  Again it
was pofiible thai Great Britan by pro-
moting this truce with Helland and Por-
tuzal might find it eafier to perfuade the
Algerines to declare war againft France
the common enemy ; this we are told has
been accomplified;, and if fo, muft have
been a confiderable object with Great Bri-
tain.  Ifthen thefe reafons might have o-
perated with Great Britain without ref-
peét to America, we cught at lealt to
wait till we are better acquainted with
facts, and this we may foon reafonably
expect from our foreign minifters, efpeci-
ally when we are officially told, that the
Britifh agent who accomplithed this truce,
had not heard from his court for eightecn
months.

On the whole Mr. Boudinot obferved,
that, while the duties already laid on the
farmer, mechanic, laborer and other citi-
zens of the United. States, were fufficient-
Iy high for the fupport of ‘government and
the ‘proteéiion and encouragement of our
home manufaGures, while higher duties
muft in the end fall on thofe who are al-
ready oppreffed with thofe duties that are
neceffary 3 while our citizens cannot avoid
the duties by a fupply from home manu-
fatures or thofe of foreign nations in alli-
auce with us ; ‘while he was of opinion
that nations not in alliance, cannot be af-
fected by duties paid by our citizens, he
did not think this the time to encreafe the
duties on articles which muft be confumed
in the United States, for purpofes which
it cannet clearly & indubitably be proved,
will anfwer very effential and important
ends to otr government and its citizens.

As to the fecond objeét of the refolu-
tion, he hdd been alivays of opinion that
it is the troe way of accomplithing the
ends propofed. He had ever joined the
gentleman who ‘brought this forward, in
conlidering the regulating of foreign thip-
ping, a principle of great importance to
the intereft of the United States, and
swwhenever an anfwer fhall be obtained
from our minilter abroad, by which the
ftate of the prefent negociation fhall ap-
pear to be unfavorable to the United
Srates, he would be ready to enter fully
into the meafure, and hoped then there
would be a perfet unanimity in that
committee, which would greatly enfure
the efficacy of the meafure. But as
there was reafon to expet the iffue of
the negociation in a fhort time, he fhould
be unwilling to agree to any meafure of
this nature having a principle of retalia-
tion for its obje&, till the real grievance

* could be known, and of courfe thé com-
“‘mittec better capable of judging of the
adequate remedy.  He was averfe from

forcing any nation into a commiercial trea-
ty with us. It ought to bé a voluntdry
att,uand he was for allowing thé fame
freedom of altion to other nations, we
claimed for ourfelves. -~ But when we
could not obtain a reciprocity of benefits,
iie thought we had the undoubted right
of sonferting a reciprocity of reftrictions.

. His idea was, when we did proceed on
this principle, we fhould make old and
wife nations our example, and copy their
atts.  This could give no reafonable of-
fence; but if offence was taken, the an-
fwer would be obvious and convincing.—
Great_Britain by her commercial regula-
tiond had rofe to power and opulence ;—
This gave us a right’ to copy her exam-
ple, and whenever the exceutive gave us
information that megociation was neffec-
tual, Mr. Boudinot was ready to purfue
this remedy, as the only falutary and ef-
fetual one, but as this period had.net
yet arrived, he fhould wait with fome de-

gree of patienee for the iffue, which asa

friend to both countries he hoped would
be a favorable one, and fhould according-
ly vote for the prefent, againit the refo-
lution now before the committee.

After Mr. Boudinot had fpoken, Mr.
Ames rofe, and remarked that it had been
repeatedly afferted in a vague manner that
our commerce is unfavorably fituated, he
withed the fpecific grievances ftated and
the fafts on which they are faid to be
founded vouched for, One fa& is worth
a dozen theories.

Mr, Nicholas was aftonifhed that the
gentleman poffeflfed fo little American feel-
g, as fo often to repeat the enquiry he

had juft made, or that he fhould attempt |

to divert the attention of the committee
by a frivolous diftinétion between com-
mercial and political confiderations. . The
friends of the refolutions had fuppofed it
unneceflary to enumerate, they conceived
that every American muft feel the wrongs
we faffer, and they offered the refolution
as a counter-terror. It appeared, howe-
ver, that they were miftaken and muf
be under the neceffity of enumerating
grievances; it -is neceffary to tell the
gentleman of the hoftilities of the fava-
ges on our frontieis, of the murder of
our citizens & plunder of our fettlements
—he muft be told of the commercial ad-
vantages wrefted from onr hands; by that
mean policy which lets loofe the Algerincs
upon our defencclefs merchantmen.

He hoped it would be allowed that
this is a commercial as well as political
injury, He enumerated the other injuri-
ous reftrictions impoled on our trade by
Great Britain, contrary to the law of na-
tions and every colour of right, and then
faid, that fince we fuffer in blood and
treafure, it becomes proper to enquire
whether we can beft refift, with arms or
by making regulations in the fpirit of
thofe propofed, the effets of which will
be felt by them in the diftreffes of their
fubje@s. The committee had been told
by gentlemen who oppofed the refolutions
how incapable we are of fupporting any
but a defenfive war, our only alternative
then is fomething like the refolutions, is
to withdraw from them at leaft the fuf-
tenance they receive from us. &

Some gentlemen, had, to be fure, redu-
ced ths queftion to very narrow ground,
when they chofe to throw on one fide as
inapplicable the injuries we fuffer from
Indians and Algerines and the injuries
our commerce endures from pointed com-
mercial regulations, and when all thefe are
put out of the queftion they triumphantly
afk, where are your grievances 7 They go
further and attempt to fhew that America
is as favored in a commercial point of view
as fhe has a right to expeét. The regu-
lations againft us in the Weft-Indies are
not grievances becaufe they are of an an-
cient date, that they are part of an uni-
form fyftem and that there is nothing in
them particularly pointed at Americans.

This, he believed, is a miftake ; there
is an exprefs law fince the year 1780 ex-
cluding all articles from the Weft-Indies
unlefs carried there under particular cir-
cumftances and in Britith veffels. 'This is
an injury ftriétly commercial.

In anfwer to a remark, that Britith
credit in Virginia does not appear to have
generated Britifh influence he obferved,
that the natural jealoufy of and averfion
to foreigners, who do almoft all the com-
mercial bufinels in that ftate, naturally
counteralts the influence of that credit,
but where no fuch counteraéting caufe ex-
ifts, where mercantile tranfations are car-
ried on by natives affifted by foreign cre-
dit, there he believed the natural depen-
dance of borrower on lender gave deep

root to that influences But the me.a(urcs
propofed do not go to the dcﬂn:l&mn of
credit, but only tend to prevent its abufe.

It has been faid, that Spair and POftl?‘
gal could {upply Great-Britain and hér
dependencies with grain and Aour. He
wondered at the argument being brought
forward as it is notorious that thofe coun-
tries are among our beft markets for thofe
commodities, .

A commercial treaty with Great Bri-
tain, it is faid, is nat defirable, becaufe,
that we have with France is not benefici-
al.  Gentlemen fhould recolle¢t the date
of that treaty, that when it was made we
had not much to give, and therefore not
a right to expe& much, . The committee
had been teld that I'rance had cheated us
when they made the treaty with ws, be-
caufe it impofes fome hardfhips now fhe is
at war. This is owing to a contingency
unforefeen at the time of making the trea-
ty, andif we had been involved in war
firlt, it with as much propriety might have
been faid that we had cheated them.

Much had been faid on the propriety
of permitting trade to regulate itfelf.—
| Heapproved of the pofition, but when
 reftriCtions are laid ‘on one fide, to reftore
the equilibrium contrary reffrictions muft
be laid. We have no reafonable hope of
arepeal of thofe injurious reftrictions or a
redrefs of grievances from Great Britain.
At a time when thefe were a fubjedt of
negociation fhe has let loofe the Algerines
upon us ; what then are weto expeét as
the iffue of thofe negociations? Would
an individual in fimilar circuniftances ex-
peét an amicable fettlement ? In the cx-
ifting ftate and nature of the grievances
we complain of, itis extravagance in the
extreme, to expe& tbey can be fettled by
negociation. When matters are doubt-
ful, recourfe is had to amicable fettlement
—but if a man ftabs my wife or child
will I call' on' him to explain himfelf ? No,
Lwill have recourfe to my power over him
and procure fatisfattion.  The extent and
nature of the injuries we experience, put
all negociation out of the queftion.

He dwelt on the propriety of the re-
gulations, as the beft weapons in our pow-
er, to obtain fatisfaétion.

He then teck notice of the allufion
Mr. Dexter had made to the body politic
comparing it with the natural body, and
contended that our body politic, cramp-
ed by Britith trammels, will not acquire
the ftrength it is calculated to acquire, as
fpeedily as if they were removed.

He adverted to' the unnatural ftate of
our commerce with the Britith Weft-In-
dies, which, though dependant on us for
neceflaries, give us laws, and fay we thall
not carry thofe neceffaries in our own bot-
toms, except when they are in fear of fa-
mine.

He then went into a comparative view
of the ability of the United States, to fup-
port a commercial confli® with Great Bri-
tain, and bring her to reafonable terms,
and fhewed how fenfibly a diminution in
our confumption of their manufaGures
would effe& her, and excite a ‘rivalfhip
here and in France, to afford a fufficient
fupply. The diftrefs we fhould occafion,
it had been faid, would induce Great Bri-
tain to go to war with us. The mifchief
would fpring from them, from their obfti-
nate adherence to the meafures fhe had a-
dopted, to our injury.

Some members of the committee had
infifted that the refolutions are a difhonor-
able mode of refifting, and 2 mean mode
of making an attack, that is, that we are
to give out of our own hands the weapons
with which we can fight, and take up
thofe which we cannot wield,’

He concluded with fome obfervations
on Great Britain’s prefent backwardnefs
to make a treaty of commerce with us;
indeed, he wondered how we could expeét
a treaty, from a nation that trampled on
our proftrate rights, and how we could
with one, with a nation which perfifted in
not executing fome of the moft important
points in the laft. '

M. Dayton remarked, that the inju-
ries we have received from Great Britain,
had been painted in_very ftrong colours,
and when a remedy is propofed, it turns
out to be only a fet of regulations on pa-
per ; the infolence of Britain, is contraft-
ed with American weaknefs. If we real.
ly labor under wrongs, fomething more
effectual than the meafures propofed fhould
be contemplated ; but firft it is our duty,
to endeavor to obtain redrefls by pacific
means, and before irritating meafures are
adopted, we fhould be well affured that
redrefs has been refufed.

Mr. Madifon faw fo ground to hope

for redrefs from negociation, we muft be

fatisfied that that refource has failed. He .

could not fee, admitting we are injured,
that we are bound by honer or prudence,
to refent the injury, by the laft appeal, tof
arms. It is beft, he conceived, to try
whether a more pacific weapon may not
prove even more effe€tual.  'We can make
ufe of none againft Great-Britain, more
effe€tual than commercial weapons, in that
part, their commeree, that country is moft
vulnerable, He thought this the moft
cligible time for the exercife of thofe
means moft clearly in our power.

(Debate to be continued.)

From the General Advertifer.

AT a meeting of the paper Noblemen
of the United States and the emiffaries of
the Britifh government, to take into confi-
deration the refolves of the Democratic
Society, irredeemable public debt inthe chair
—the following refolutions were unani-
moufly adopted.

ift. Relolved, that it is the unalienable
right -of . flock-holders, flocksoblers, bank-
diredlorsy and fpeculators to difenfs aith
Sreedom, all fubjecs f public concern, and
that as no other perfon or perfons are feiz-
ed with this right, as they alone have the
genuine’ intereft of the public debt at
heart,. it being = the paramount intereft of
America, to which all other interefts ought
to {ubmit.

2d: Refolved, that the high profeffions
of difinterefted patriotifm, held ont by
thofe perfons awbho are not within the vortex
of the funding [yffem, are very equivocal
proofs of their public virtue ; and that e-
very man may be fulpected of treafon,
who dares quettion the repullican tendency
or wirtue of that fyftem.

3d. Refolved, that it is highly politic
and generous, forany citizenof America
publicly in Congre/s and out of Congrefs,
to pour forth illiberal abufe againft the
French nation, merely becaufe they are
the enemies of Great-Britain, and the
combined powers : We fay politic, becaufe
powerful nations may tbereby be conciliat-
ed to lend a helping hand to our vieis,
and affimilate our government to theirs ;
we f{ay generous, becaufe France affifted
the rabble of this country, toaffume their
ftation in government, and thereby fruf-
trated the good intentions of our beloved
mother country. And becaufe France
may by her influence and example, deftroy
thofe feeds of ariftocracy and monarehy,
which have been fown with fo much fecre-
cy and care, and which we have {o fedu
loufly cherifhed. Z

4th. Refolved, that although the public
faith has been pledged to France, to gua-
rantee her Weft lndia poffeffions, and to
admit her to certaim;privileges, to the ex-
clufion of the Britifh nation, all perfons
or focieties, who diredly‘or indiredly thall
endeavourto preferve our national engage-
ments, are guilty of a breach of our fund-
ing interefl, and ought to be confidered as
enemies to America.

sth. Refolved, that the determination
expreffed by the Democratic Socicty, /o
abide bly our national engagements, and pre-
Jerve our national friendfbips, is a flagrant
inftance of inconfiftency ; for ¢ Pacifi-
cus” afferts, that intereft and not honour
or gratitude ought to be the band of na-
tions, and he is our bible, That any in-
finuation againft him or the Prefident, is z
proof of impudence and prefamption, as
experience teftifies that a man who has
once doneright, can never do wrong.

6th. Refolved, that although we have
not had the fpirit to' refent the outrages
committed upon ourtrade by the Britifh
nation, and that although we have not
fulfilled the terms and fpirit of our treaty
with France, weought to refent with all
our ftrength, the attempts of France to
retaliate upon her enemies, and oblige her
by allthe energy in our power, to obferve
a ferupulous exaétnefs in her engagements
with us.

7th. Refolved, that the outrages of-
fered to our trade, or citizens by Great-
Britain,. will probably be pocketed in a
much more proper manner, or with more
grace and compaffion, much more eafily ob-
tained by the fubmifive conduét of our
national Congrefs, and the long tried for-
bearance of our Executive, than by the
intemperate fuggeftions, and noify decla-
mations of any ragamuffin {ociety, or of
the people, withing to bawl itfelf into po-
litical confequence, or o dawl the governs
ment into horor and juflice.

8th. Refolved, that the trade of Ame-

rica has been the means of proftrating Ler
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