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Houle of Reprefentatives

J wiuary 24.

In committee of the whale on Mr. Madifon’s
refulutions.
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Tracy [poke as follows :

It is gblervall=ythat many gentiemen,
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that wo refolution, until its principles are

the 1¢fo4

Gatll.
1 defenfible,

clearly defined aund its confequences well
underftood, fhould be adopted by a legif-
litive body, efpecially on a commercial
uce it is a given point, that
commerce has generally bid defiance to
lative inteiference, and in event, tri-
iflative reftriGtions.

umphed over leg ;
The difcuffion of this fubjeét, has af-
ince, which muft be fur-
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r, and painful in the
extreme to ourfelves.

The Supreme Legiflature of the Uni-
ted States 1§ ferioufly deliberating, not
fatre of
on the relative cireumftances of two Eu-

upon the we our citizens, but up-
ropeai natious, and this deliberation, has
not for its obje@, the relative benefits of
their markets, to us, but which form of
gUvernment is bett; and meft like cur own,
which people feel the greateit affection for
usy and what meafures we can adopt,
which will beft humble oné, and exalt the
other.

The primary motive of thefe refolu-
tions, a8 acknowledged by thie defenders
of them, was not the'increale of our a-
priculture, mar g
but to hivmble Great Britain, and to build
ip France: ‘And althoigh'it is faid our
manuia€tures and Yavigatiod, may receive
ucdvantde, it is only tior
ftitute in cafe of fai 1
obje@, ‘of humbling Great-D
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on one fide, and the Algerines on
the mind 1s roufed by fuch'a
group of @vils, ‘anhd then called upen to

the other ;

coufider a ftatement of duties on goods
i d from foreign nations. * If the
commercial, why not treat it up-
1o bafis of a' comtercial fubjeét, and

with coolnels attend to it ? Ifitis a'quel-
tion of palitical hoflility or war, a firm-
er tone might be adopted.  When a na-s
tion is oppreffed on all fides; by injuries
which call loudly to be avenged, there is
an imperioufnefs in their circumflances,
which often precludes deliberation, ‘and
fomctimes, at leaft denics its propriety ;
promptitude of d&ion, in the firit form
that prefents itfelf, is frequently a virtue.
Bat when all this national prefiure, is to
obtain redrefs, from’laying a duty on a
few articles of commerce, one would hard-
ly think the violent introducion, much
lefs an impaflioned mode of debate, could
ftrike any man with propriety. I think
this mode of treating the fubjeét tends to
confufe, and containg in it no aptitude to
develope either principles or confequences.
After making- thefe obfervations, permit
me, fir, to confider the queftion before
the committee mcrely as a commercial
one, and for a moment lay afide Indians,
Algerines, and all fuch irritating objeéts.
1 engage it fhall be for a moment, they
certainly fhall have a full confideratien, in
a futyte part of my argument. To per-
form this tafk, with propriety, the ftate

of our commerce, naturally prefents it-

felf as the fidt obje@ of enquiry. In

this L am anticipated by the gentleman

from Mallachufetts, (Mr. Dexter,) and

by a number of inconteitible faéts, con-

taincd in the official document before the

committee. . Qur commerce 15 fourith-

ing, and our navigalion rapidly increa-

fing.

I, fir, was bred a farmer, I live a-
meng  farmers, , much “further removed
from aview 6f commerce, than any of
my colleagues, and when thefe refolu-
tions were brought forward, I expected
iful detail, that our commerce was
languifhing and our tonnage decreaf;
and that'our meréantile intereflt was car-
neftly calliug for the aid and proteétion of
But in this expe&ation I
am agrecably difuppointed 3 no merchant

1s complaini

the

government.

ng, nor any fa& exifting, to
juftify such complaints. It is worthy of
remark, and muft induce ferious enquiry,
if our trade is deranged and fhackled to
the degree pretended, why the merchants
in this hotfe fhould-be totally ignorant of
it? And why, to a man, they fhould be
oppofed to thefe regulations which put
on the fpecious appearance, of affording
diret relief to them? This circumftance
alone, would go far in my mind, towards
negativing the propofitions, much farther
than the c/gfet fpeculations of a phifo-
pher in their favor, which nine times in
ten; cannot be reduced to praétice.

And here, Sir, I feel a confidence in
repeating, that upon a fubie& of forcing
trade from one nation to another, which
is-0f neceflity fo complicated in principle,
fo various and inyifible in confequences ;
the committee will never a&, but with
the ufmoft caution, and will conftantly
keep in view, fhat trade will {feek its own
arkets, £ 1ts own level and regulate
itfelf much better than we can doj and
although we may embarrafs it, and injure
ouf own citizens and even other nations
for a while, it will eventually rife above
all the regulations we can make.

The gentleman who introduced thefe
reflolves; aware of our flourithing ftate of
commerce, has acknowleged thatby their
adoption, certain evils will be incurred.—
What are thefe evils ? ‘If we allow full o-
peration to his pofitions, without an im-
mediate overture in Great Britain, there
will he a ftagnation of trade, a ‘damp to
agriculture, its labourers thrown out of
employment ; the prefent furplus of pro-
duce, muft perifh on the hands of the
farmeér, &c.- &c. Dut thefe evils, he
fays, ought to be chearfully borne, to ob-
tain, in event, a much géfater good :—
This pefition is a found one, to bear pre-
fent fmall evils, to effe&t future great he-
nefits : But to make the reafomng com-
plete, fhould not the gentleman fhew, that
the promifed good, is not only great e-
nough to juftify a_trial of the prefent e-
vil, but that it 1s cerfain ?

Are the benefits promifed by thefe re-
gulations, in any meafure certain, or even
probable ? The great benefits promifed,
are a freaty with Great Britain, a repeal
of her navigation a&, as it refpeéts the
United States;and io fa&t a univerfal five-
dom of trade, and if thefe fail, an incredfe
of our manufaétures, and a cour/e of trade
with France; frée, as they pleale to give
us.

I know Indians, &c. are talked of, but
I mean, thefe. are the promifed benefits,
of a commercial kind.  Are thofe events
fo probable that we fhall be juftified, in
trying an experiment at the certain ex-
pence of our prefent tranquilily and hap-
pinefs 2 Itis faid, our citizens are virtu-
ous, this I have the pleafure to believe,
but to convince the whole mafs of the
people, that a fyflem of felf-denial, of
any great extent ‘in its operation, is to be
borne by them, for a future benefit, you
muft hold up that benefit, in a more ftrik.
ing and certain’ point of view, than can
be pretended in this cafe. “They will be
flow in underftanding, that trade is to be
made fiee, by impofing more and greater
fhackles upon it. But if our commerce
is flourifhing, fay the gentlemen, why
fhould it not be more fo ? If Great Bn-
tain impofes pointed reftraints upon our
trade, and is expreffing her jealouly and
hatred to usen every practicable occafion,
why not free ourfelves ? What has Great
Britain done, Sir? Has fhe made a fingle
law, reftri&ting the commerce of Inde-
pendeat America? All her reftritions
that now affeét us, were in exiftence while
'we were her colonies, and are part of her

colonial eftablifhment.

Her navigation a&, is as old as 1660,
and upon {iri&t examination, the United
States are more favored in her Eunropean,
Eaft and Weft India ports, than any o-
ther nation. It is faid our trade was at
firft forced there, but this refts merely on
affertion, it is not in proof before the com-
mittee.

The markets of Great Britain being
the beft, our articles of commerce and
hers being “reciprocally ufeful; and, a fi-
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nilarity of languags azd religion, with
many othér natural caufes, have carrlc.d
our trade to her ports, and will keep it
there, until better markets offer, or it 1s
forced away. Itis faid the credit given
by Britith merchants is an evil, :_md that
the people of Virginia owe an immenfe
fum in Great Britain.

When a complaint is madé in diret
terms of reftrictions'on ourtrade,one would
not readily imaginethatanother complaint
would be coupled with it,) that the trade
was {o free as to become an injury :  Be-
fides credit given to an induftrious provi-
dent man never can be an injury; will it
place usin a fituation of fear? If we may
argue from a great ftate, Virginia, to the
Union, thisis not true, for although that
ftate owes immenfe debts, her reprefenta-
tives come forward with great fpirit, to
bring Great Britain 'to her feet. This
circumftance of giving credit, 1s entirely
a municipal regulation wholly out of reach
of Congrefs.

The people at the Eaftward, do not
owe the Englifh merchants, and are very
generally oppofed to thefe regulations.—
Thefe fa&s muft convince us, that the

credits givén us by thetrade of Great Bri- |

tain, do not operate a fear and a depen-
dence, which can be alarming to govern-
ment.

1fthe municipal regulations of Virginia,
or any other ftate, will place the whole of
each man’s property, within the reach of
his creditor, and allow the creditor legal
cocrcion for payment of debts, when vo-
luntary payment is denied, there will be no
danger from foreign or domeftic credit.
The flothful and idle, as well as the fpend-
thrift and wicked, will readily'attnibute
to faults of omiffion and commiffion in go-
vernment, thofe evils, neceffarily conneéted
with their own imprudence.

It is faid by a gentleman from Pennfyl-
vania, ( Mr. Findley) that the merchants in
this city, who poflefs capitals of their
own, wifh thefe reftriGtions on Britifh
trade, and that the poorer fort, who are
in want of credit, and muft do bufinefs by
obtaining it, are oppofed to them.

If this be a fact, which is yet to be af-
certained, it affords another argument
againft the refolutions. If capitalifts,
Nabobs in trade, would wifh to fhut out
of competition, men who have not capi-
tals, whofe induflry, and knowledge of
bufinefs, if they can at firft obtain credit,
would promife them a living, and ufeful-
nefs to community, whence is this wifh de-
rived ? From nothing but a defire to ef-
fe& a monopoly of trade to themfelves,
the confequence of which would bea pro-
fit of 25 or 5o per cent. and thofe men
who have not capitals, muft ferve them as
clerks or quit the country.

Liberty aud equality is not the fore-
moft feature in this defire of our rich mer-
chants, if the defire exifts; and fuch a doc-
trine favors more of Ariflocracy and lefs of
Republicanifm than I expe&ed to hear from
that honorable member.

( To be Continued. )

Congrefs of the United States.
IN SENATE,
Friday, January 31.

The Senate refumed the fecond reading
of the bill, fent from the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives, for concurrence, entitled,
“ An a& for completing and better fup-
porting the military eftablithment of the
United States’”’—and after debate

Refolved, That this bill do not pafs.

Ordered, That the Secretary notify
the Houfe of Reprefentaties that the Se-
nate do not concur in this bill.

The Senate adjourned to 11 ¢’clock on
Monday morning.

Monday, February 3.

The Senate took into confideration the
meflage of the Prefident of the United
States of the goth of December laft, ref-
pecting certain impediments in the coinage
of the precious metals, together with the
report of the Secretary for the department
of State thereon.

On motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Cabot, Mr. Izard
and Mr. Ellfworth, be a committee to
take into confideration and report, on that
part of the meffage of the Prefident of the
United States of the 3oth of December
laft, which refpes certain impediments
to the coinage of the precious metals, to-
gether with the report®of the Secretary
for the department of fate thereon.

The Senate proceeded to the confidera-
tion of the laft paragraph of the faid mef-
fageand the papers to which it refers, and

On iwotion,

Ordered, That they be committed te
the committee laft mentioned, to confider
and report thereon to the Senate.

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-
MOrrow morning.

Tuefday, February 4.

A meflage from the Houle of Repre-
fentatives by Mr. Beckley their clerk—-

¢« Mr. Prefident—The Houfe of Re-
prefentatives have pafled a bill, entitled,
“ An aé providing for the relief of fuch
of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, re-
fident within the United States, as may
be found in want of fupport,” in which
they defired the concurrence of the Senate.
And he withdrew.

The bill was read the firft time.

Ordered, That this bill pafs to the fe-
cond réading.

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-
Morrow morning.

Wednefday, February s.

The bill, fent from the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives for concurrence, entitled,
“ An aét providing for the relief of fuch
of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, re-
fident within the United States,’ as may
be found in want of fupport”—was read
the fecond time, and after debate, the
further confideration thercof was poftpon-
ed until to-morrow.

Mr. Cabot reported from the commits
tee appointed to take into confidera
the laft claufe of the meflage of the Prefi-
dent of the United States of the 3oth of
December, which report was read, and
after debate,

Ordered, That it lie on the table.

Agreeable to the order of the day, ‘the
Senate refumed the confideration of the
motion made the 16th January laft, th-t
the doors of the Senate remain open \
the Senate fhall be fitting in a le
and judicial capacity.

On motion, ?

Ordered, That the confideration there-
of be poftponed to this day fortnight.

The Senate adjourned to 11", o’clock
to-morrow l“()"ﬂlllg

Thurfday, February 6.

The hon. Mr. Potts from the ftate of
Maryland attended. '

The petition of Jonathan Holton, late
a lieutenant in the militia of New-Hamps
{hire, was prelented and read, ftating that
he was wounded in the battle of Benning=
ton, and difabled from Jabor, and p:‘:l‘.’;'a':g
to be re-inftated in the lift of invalid pen-
fioners,

Ordered, That this petition be referred
to the Secretary for the department of
war to confider and report thereon to the
Senate. :

The Senate refumed the fecond reading
of the bill; fent from the Houfe of Re-
prefencatives for! concurrence, entitled,
¢« An aét providing for the relief of fuch
of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, re-
fident within the United Statesas may be
fouud in want of fupport.” »

On motion,

That it be re-committcd for the pur-
pofe of further enquiry—

It paffed in the negative.

And after agreeing to an amendment,

Ordered, That this bill pafs to the third
reading. :

Agreeable to the order of the day, the
Senate proceeded to the confideration of
the report of the committee on the Jalt
claufe, of the meflage of the Prefident of
the United States, of the 3oth of De-
cember.

On ‘motion,

To re-commit the report, and that the
commiittee be inftruéted to bring in a bill
for the purpofes therein mentioned.

It pafled in the negative.

On motion,

It was agreed that the report of the
committée be adopted. :

Whereupon, 3

A relolution paffed, as is entered at
large, on the Exécutive records of this
date.

Ordered, That the Secretary defire the
concurrence of the. Houfe of Reprefenta.
tives in this refolution.

The Senate adjourned to 13 o’clock
to-morrow morning.
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PRICE or STOCKS,

PHILADELPHIA.
6 per cents, 18/3
3 ditto, 10/3
Deferred, 114
U. S. Bank, 13 per cent. adv.-
N. A. ditto, - 20 ditto  ditto.
Pennfylvaniado. 7 ditto  ditte.
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