They magnify every hazard ariling | calling the attention of the-committee to

from a change in the direétion of their
eiployment, into certain and pofitive
lefs. Although, therefore, their opinions
ought to have weight and produce cau-
tion ; yet, they ought nc' to command a
decifion from others unattended with con-
vi€tion. For if thofe of the committee,
not of this defcription, be compelled to
decide upon the prefent queftion, fiom
extraneous mercaatile indications, with-
out requiring convictions from their rea-
fonings ; there are indicatiohs of the mer-
cantile feene on the other fide the atlan-
tic, “operating in- commendation of the
propofitions, with as much force, as thofe
on'this fide the atlantic, in oppelition to
them. It is remarkable that this whole
defeription of men are atively oppofed
to the paffage of the propofed meafures :
Their fenfations upon this fubject have
been evidenced by Lfciranxfous attendance
upon the progrefs of the buiincfs. If
the propofitions thould eyentuate in a na-
tional . commercial confli&, the inference
in geacval might be made, that what it
is theirintereft to prevent it is our intereft
to enadl. The Britith court are equally
fenfitive upon this fubje@. They have
at feveral periods manifefted their alarms.
It may be concluded that thefe fenfations
have arifen from the opinion, that the ef-
feéts of the propofitions will be fuch as
are calculated upon by the favorers of
them. He was unwilling, however, to
hazard a vote upon any extraneous eir-
cumftances and fhould look into the me-
rits of the queftion.

He felt that fome apology was due to
the ftate and diftrict whofe inmediate re-
prefentative he was, Virginia is an ex-
porting ftate, without veflels, and' with-
out a mercantile ecapital, equal to the
employment afforded to capital. - The
town of Peterfburg exports much in va-
lue and much in bulk; the furrounding
country grows thefe articles ; veflels and
capital are wanting for the exportation of
this produce., Hence the propofed mea-
fures will be particularly felt for fome
time by this part of the United States.

He relied however with confidence on
the virtue and patriotifm of the people,
and fhould a& from a belicf,. that they
would ever rejoice in a temporary incon-
venience with a view to permament good;
and that their joy would not be diminifh-
ed by the recollection, that the tempora-
ry il which they may fuftain, would pro-
duce a temporary advantage to their eaf-
tern brethren, without excluding them
from a full participation in the permanent
good to be expetted.

He remarked, that he felt the more
diffidence 'upon this fubjet : fince he
frankly acknowledged, that he did not
pollefs an accurate knowledge of the de-
tails of commerce, and did not propofe to
make any material addition to the ftock
of mercantile information, now hefore the
committee. He propofed to ufe the faéts
furnifhed by other gentlemen, and acknow-
ledged an obligatien, for the information
they contain. He propofed to confider
the fubjeét, in the various fhapes it had
affumed fince the commencement of the
difcuflion ; and to ftate the refults, which
had been formed, in his own mind.—In
making the attempt, general principles
will be reforted to, and minute arithmetical
calculations as much as poffible, avoided.

The gentleman, who firft favored the

committee with his remarks (Mr. Smith

of S. C.) admonifhed them of the propri-
ety of feparating political, from commer-
cial confiderations in the courfe of difcuf-
fion. If this rule had been rigidly enforc-
ed, he remarked that perhaps, three fourths
of the impreffions made upon his mind fa-
vorable to the propofitions, would have
been lopped off without confideration. He
could not conceive, for what caufe, the
political fhould be feparated from the com-
mercial part of the fubject. The propo-
fitions may eventuate in a change in, the
direction of the bufinefs of one whole oc-
cupation in fociety—a change of the dif-
pofition of the nation, in {o important a
point, muft have a very interefting politi-
cal afpe@, as it relates to thg government
internally : the prefent fubjet exhibits an
nnportant political feature, as it relates to
the external connedtions of the govern-
ment, with foreign nations. If therefore,
it fhould be obferved as a rule, to pafs up-
on this fubje@, by excluding from view,
all the political confiderations connected
with it, the rule would include an effen-
tigl omiffion of duty. The gentleman
himfelf, however, in the next fentence;
furnithed an example of the violation of
the precept he had jut prefcribed, by

the political fituatioh of the United States,
at this delicate crifis, and urging this cir-
cumitance, as one reafon againft the adop-
tion of the propofitions. The gentleman
then proceeded to prefent the fubje&t in
two points of view. The one, the rela-
tive conduét of Frange, and Great-Bri-
tain, towards the United States: the
other, the cenduct of Great-Britain to-
wards the United States, comparatively
with other “foreign nations. To prefent
the fubjeét in the firft point of view, the
gentleman furnifhed an anonymous table,
calculated to a date anterior to the com-
mencement of the late revolution in France.
As the only hiftory of this table, with
which the committee have been favored,
was, that it was the compilation of a gen-
tleman of confiderable mercantile informa-
tion, it is prefiumed the gentleman will
not be furprifed, if it fhould be deemed to
be of doubtful authority ; the rather as it
was the ground of a fevere and unmerited
crimination of the gentleman, whofe re-
port is now under confideration, and who,
it is believed, would not fufferin a compa-
rifon, in point of incelligence, accuracy,
or pairiotifm, either with the laborious.
compiler of the table, or with the gentle-
man, who has been judicioufly fele&ed,
for its interpreter.

He remarked, that the table-bore upon
the face of it, evident marks of partiality,
and inftead of having them effaced, they
were aggravated by the commentator.

One irrefiftable evidence of the partia-
lity of the table confifts, in afferting that
American flour is free, to the Britith Weft
Indies, and excluding from view, the abfo-
lute monopoly of the carriage, and the
monopoly of contraéts for returns.

It is prefumed that the gentleman at
leaft cannot except to this criticifm on
the table, becaufe one of his chief cen-
fures againft the gentleman whofe report
is before the committee, which was even
carried o far as to infer improper motives,
arofe from a fuggefted omiffion in the re-
port, which will be found upon éxamina-
tion to be wholly immaterial.  An evi-
dent partiality is cbfervable in the inter-
preter-of the table in an earneft attempt
to edtablith this principle—That prohibi-
tory duties on flour in Great-Britain af-
forded an equal encouragement of the ar-
ticle by’ commercial regulations, with a
free importation into France, or at leaft
with a duty admitted by the gentleman to
be too trifling to be counted. The com-
mercial arrangements of France in this
particular, leave this article upon the trie
ground of competition in the growth of
the article—this ground of competition
is deftroyed in Great-Britain by commer-
cial reftriCtions. In the one cafe, compe-
tition in the market is all that could be,
reafonably expected, and that is granted—
in the other cafe competition would be
alike defirable, and there it is provifion-
arily excluded.

Another evidence of the partiality of
the interpreter of the table confifts in the
zealous attempt to eftablifh it as a princi-
ple, that 1s. 3d. fterling duty upon to-
bacco per Ib. is no difcouragement to the
growth of that article this idea was
grounded upon the fuggeltion, that the
confumption is not thereby leffened, no
{ubftitute being afforded foritin Great Bri-
tain—Tobacco does not average to the ex-

. porter ‘2 pence fterling per pound: The

duty is at leaft feven times as great as the
prime coft of the article ;—the great con-
fumption of this article is by the poorer
order of the people—the flate of fociety
is fuch in Britain at prefent, that hard la-,
bor during a whole year will hardly afford
a fcanty fubfiftance to the laborer, hence
neceffity compels this* defeription of per-
fons to economize inthe ufe of the article,
or to avoid the ufe of it altogother—of
courfe the cenfumption is materially lef-
{ened, and the growth of the article 1s dif-
couraged from the operation of the duty.
The gentleman founded his fierce attack
againft the gentleman whofe report is now
under confideration, for omitting to infert
in his report, that there was a higher du-
ty impofed by Great Britain upon all o-
ther foreign tobacco than that of the U-
nited States, and hence inferred a friendly
difpofition from Great Britain to the U-
nited States, The infertion of the fa&
would have added to the bulk of the re-
port, but could convey no additional ufe-
ful information.

It is known that the high duties impof-
ed upon all foreign tobaccoes, took its rife
during the colonial exiftence of thefe ftates;
it is known' that it has not been altered

{ince their independenee ; it is known that

the tobaccoes of the United Stases are
furnithed at fo much cheaper rates, than
thofe of any other country, that there
would be no danger of compefition if the
duties in Britain were the {fame on each.
It is likewife known that the United
States furnifhed a {ufficient, a_redundant
fupply for the confunmption of all Europe;
hence Great Britain has not thought pro-
per fince the revolution to deftroy this re-
liét of colonial regulations, not becaufe
fhe withed to favor us, but becaufe fhe
would not theréby have benefited herfelf
hence too, the omiffion of this information
could not be material, and the infertion of
it would only have ferved to contradi&
the inference endeavored to be eftablithed,
of the favorable difpofition of Great Bri-
tain towards the United States.

There is one manifeft impropriety in
confining our enquiries to the date pre-
{cribed by the gentleman for this table : it
would involve the abfurd confequence of
adjufting our laws to a retrofpective, in-
ftead of a progreflive flate of things. It
would be as ridiculous as an attempt by
law to preferibe rules for the proper de-
portment of the ghofts of our forefathers.
It is to be hoped that the date could not
have been fixed upon from a with that the
United States fhould indireétly furnifh a
countenance for the reftoration of defpot-
ifm ; and it was matter of regret that the
gentleman fhould openly avow a diftruft of
the permanency of the French revolution
as one motive for the conduct.

Mr. G. remarked, that he hoped the
permanency of the revolution of France
was as much greater than the permanency
of the ancient defpotifm of France—as the
great fabric of nature, than the petty plaf-
tic productions of art.

Here Mr. S. rofe to explain—he faid
he had purfued a principle, adopted by
Mr. Jefferfon in his report: he -read a
paffage from the report, from which it
appeared, that the report had been calcu-
lated to the fummer of 1792.

Mr. G.replied, that the principle was
juft reverfed; the one had reference to a
Rate of things pofterior to therevolution
the other, anterior to the commencement
of it during the exiftence of the ancient
defpotifm.

If :thetable were to have any influence,
it muft arife from ftating, the real relative
difpofitions of France, and Great Britain
towards the United St#es ; but if the e-
poch to which it ‘relates is to govern, it
will exclude fome of the ftrongeft teftimo-
nies of the inimical temper of Great Bri-
tain,and of the friendly temper of France,

Are thefe coufideraticns to have lefs
weight, or to be wholly excluded from
the view, becaufe they are more recent ?
Is it becaufe we are now laboring under
thefe aggreflions, and from fome late dif-
patches likely to continue fo, that a reme-
dy is to be with-held ? He thought not ;
and therefore fhould proceed to ftate forme
of the evidences of the difpofitions of the
two nations, difplayed fince the epoch al-
luded to.

Great Britain has fubjefted our veffels
upon the high fea, to feizure and fearch,
and exempted thofe of Sweden and Den-
mark. He wifhed to prefs this fa&, up-
on the gentleman who preceded him, be-
caufe he had denied that Great Britain,
had made any difcriminations amongft fo-
reign’ nations, injurious to, the United
States.

Great Britain has invaded our veffels
on the high feas, and refufed them the
protetion of French property—This is
an acknowledged violation of the laws of
nations ; at leaft of the laft convention of
nations upon the fubje&.

Great Britain has prevented our veffels
from conveying to our friend and ally,
goods not contiaband,and compelled thens.
to make fales to ber/elf, or fome of ber al-
lies.

Great Britain has compelled our veflels
to deviate their courfes, and to their great
hazard and lofs, detained them for trial
upon frivolous pretences. :

Our veffels have been fubje@ed in her
courts, tothe danger of fubornation j to
precarious and uncertain teftimony.

Great Britain has been the inftrument
of letting loofe the pirates of the Barbary
ftates, upon our commerce.. This fact
however doybted upon the firft report, is
placed beyond doubt, by the late conduét
of Portugal, towards our veflels in her
ports.

Are thefe faéts deniéd? 1f not, do
they not operatc direétly and fpecifically
upon our commerce. Is it not aftonifh-
ing, after all thefe faéts are known, and

often repeated, that gentlemen fhould be
heard to enquire, what injuries have we
received from Great Britdin? And to in-
fer that the United Statey are equally fa’
voured with other nations, In addition
to thefe things, Great Britain has obferv-
ed the moft rigid filence upon the fubjett
of friendly commercial arrangements.—
The gentleman who preceded him,doubt-
ed her indifpofition for a treaty ; filence
is arefufal to adt; arefuftl toattisa
denial, . 'Thé late difpatches'do not fur-
nifh the moft diftant hope, of a change of
difpofition in this refpe&.

France on the other hand has o flered 2
renewal of the exifting commercial treaty
upon the mett liberal policy.

(T o be continued. )

LEGISLATURE of NEW-YORK.

HOUSE of ASSEMBLY.

Satniday, Jan. 18, 1794.

A refolution of the houfe, *¢ That in
all fuits in which this Rate isa parry, it is
the duty of the attorney-general, ex of.
ficio, to defend the rights and intereft of
this ftate,”—paffed in confequence of a
letter fiom the attorn=y-general, requeft-
ing inftruétions relative to the fuit
brought againlt this fate, in the Su-
preme Federal Court, by Eleazer Of
wald—having been non-concurred by the
Senate ; the following refolution tranf-
mitted by the Senate for concurrence,
was taken up, and is in the words fol-
lowing—*¢ Refolved, if the hon. the
Aflembly concur. therein, that the at-
torney-general appear for this ftate, in
the Supreme Court of the United States,
to the fuit brought by Eleazer Ofwald,
admiftrator of the goods, chattles and
credits of John Holt, deceafed, and that
he make the beft defence therein the na-
ture of the cafe will admit.”—And af-
ter. fome time {pent thereon, the houfe
divided on the queltion for concurrence,
ayes 12—noes 44.

‘The houfe adopted the following re-
folution—

 Refolved, as the fenfe of this houfe,
that it is the duty of the attorney-gene-
ral, ex officio, in all controverfies in
which this ftate is, or may be'a party to
appear: and defend the intereft of ‘this
ftate.” -

Friday, Jan. 24, 1794.

Mr. Havens from the committee ap-
pointed on the part of this houfe—ta *
meet a committee appointed on the pait
of the Senate, to take into confideration
that part of the Governor’s Speech,
which relates to the communications re-
ceived from the Rates of Maffachufetts
and Virginia, relative to the fuability of
a ftate, and, alfo relative to a fuit brought
againft this ftate: Reported, That the
committee had met the committee ap-
pointed on the part of the Senate, and
that they had concurred in-a refolution’
which he was dire&ed -to report to this
houfe.—He read the refolition in his
place and™ delivered the fame in at the
table, where it was again read, ang is in
the words following, viz. Refolved, That
the power of compelling a ftateto be made
defendant in any court of the United
States, at the fuit of an individual or in-
dividuals is in the opinion of thif Legif-
lature unneceffary and inexpedient—and
in its exercife may be dangerous to the
peace —the fafety and independence of
the feveral ftates. ‘Therefore refulved,
that the fenators reprefenting this Rate
in the Senate_of the United States, be
and they are hereby inftruéted, and the
Reprefentatives requefted to adopt the
molt fpeedy and effe@ual meafures in
their power to obtain fuch amendments
in the Cenftitution of the United States,
as will remove any claufe or article of
the faid Conftitution, which can be con-
Rtrued to imply or juftify a'decifion that
a Rate is compelable to anfwer to any
fuit by an individual or individuals in a-
ny court of the United States—and the
Governor is hereby requefted to com-
municate the foregoing refolution to the
fuprenie executive of the feveral fates,
to be fubmutted to their refpe@ive legif-
latures.

Ordered, That the faid refolution be
committed. to a committee of the whole

houfe.

NEW-YORK, Teb. 3.

We hear from Albany, that the Ne-
gro man and Wenches, who were to
have been executed there on Friday the
14th inft. have been granted a refpite for
fix weeks.




