of s colleagues, that a nation ought to
carry in propuition to the bulk of her ex-
‘lmx\w. |
grow out of the natare cof the fubject.

The countries furcharged with inl aLitants }

otight rather to afford carriers for the pro-

duce of more happy nations, Wanting |

the means of fubfiftence at home they are
compelled to plough the Ocean for bread.
It might as well be faid that every nation

fhould manufaéture in preportion to its

confumption, and that every indiv
fhould practife all the mechanic arts he
may have occafion for. This is one of the
emdieft and moft imperfect ideas of com-
merce : Doubtlefs we ought to encouragt
the carrying trade for the important pur-
pofe of public fafety, but not to purfue
it as a fource of wealth. When we pro-
ceed beyond that degree, which is necel-
fary for public fecurity, we diminifh the
wealth, population and agricuhu:‘c of our
country ; we reduce our yeomanry to be
hireling laborers for foreign mafters—Mr.
Liexter obferved, that it had been faid,
that the balance of our commerce with
Britain is much againft us; this he agreed
is true, but he doubted whether the ba-
lance of the aggregate of our commerce
were fo.  But even if this were alfo true,
he faid he fhould not be alarmed, as we
are a young country rapidly encreafing,
and the balanee againft us might be viewed
as a loan from a foreign nation, and em-
ployed by us in internal improvement,
which we can at any time repay, and re-
ferye a great profit thereon to ourfelves.
It becomes capital in commerce § it faci-
lizates our agricultural improvements. But
he added, that he was ftill lefs apprehen-
five of danger from confidering that the
nature of commerce forbids that fuch a
flate fhould continue Jong enough efien-
tially to dnjure our country. If we import
more thaa we export, the balance muit
be paid in: cafh or not paid at all. Ifit
ke paid in cath, we foon drain our coun-
try of {perie, and what may then remain,
Becomes from  its {carcity ‘mere valuable
here than elfewhere, and more valuable
than any thieg we can obtain for it in fo-
reion countrics 3 and this at once reduces
pur imports to the amount of our exports,
or ftiil lower in order to obtain a balance
in {pecie, which has now become the moft
valuable article. If we do not pay the
balance at all, we foon lofe our credit,
and there ends importation. Revc fe this
realoning, and we fhall be convinced that
we purfue a phantom, when we labor to
fecure a perpetual balance in our favor.
Cath foon becomes fo plenty as to reducé
its value, and confequently we exchange
it with foreigners for any gewgaws; thus
we encreafe our imports until we lofe the
furplus of eurrency.

We can no more keep it than we can
heap up waters - It would be ufelefs, nay
mifchievous if we could keep it 3 It would
enhance the price of the necellaries ‘of
life , it would deftroy that fober induftry
and frugality, which form the lovelieft
features in our national charater.

We ought not then tor with for a bal-
ance of trade perpetuaily in our favour,
or in other words for a conftant increafe
of currency ; but we ought to with for an
increafe of capital, and this is produced
as much by our imports as by our exports.
As then the exports from a country never
can for a long time greatly exceed its im-
ports, it follows that it is a miftaken po-
licy tolabour to leflen our importatious,
becaufe we thereby recuce our exports.—
The demand for them as a remittance will
ceafe, ‘confequently they will ceafe to be
produced, and idlengfs and poverty will
follow. Nature has made Jaws on this
{ubject which we canuot repeal.

But now, faid Mr. Dexter, let us fup-
pofe what is in fome degree true, that our
navigation and commercc are not in the
beit poffible fituation ; do the refolutions
afford a remedy. They cannot, if they
haveno tendency to. encourage either.—
They diferiminate in favour of fome fo-
reigners againft others, and compel usto
pay the difference of their markets, and
they leffen the duties on the commerce of
certain fayourite foreign nations, thereby
leflening the difcrimination in favour of
ourown. :

Butiit is. faid they will in their opera-
tion, by d?ﬁving the Britith artizans of
the neceffaries of life, and the raw mate-
vials for manufactures, compel that nation,
to open to _g‘ter Weft India ports, and
treat our nation more refpectfully.  As
fo depriving them of the neceffaries of life
they now refule to take our provifions,and
this is one complaint againk them : they
will not fuffer more when we refufe to let

This rule he faid fsems not to |
! depriving them of raw materials,we know

them go there. A time of fearcity only
can give this effect, and none of the refo-
lutions ordains a famine in Britain ; as to

not how much other nations can fupply :
wheu a new demand arifes, neceflity opens
new refources; in this way we may ere-
ate to ourfelves formidable and permanent
-rivals.

Can we diftrefs them by refufing to
ir manufactures 7 From {tatements
by the mover of the refolutions, it
that we take only 4 per cent. of
the whole amount of Britifh manufactures
—Only the profit on this 4 per cent will
be loft by them, for the raw materials
they are not to have from us, and the la-
bour of manufaéuring will of courfe be
faved.

But even this profit will not be loft to
them, for by confuming the manufadtures
of other nations, we fhall make a demand
in thofe nations, and Britifh manufaétures
will go thereto fupply the place of thofe
we may take ; nay more, we fhall take
even Buitith manufa@ures from other na-
tions, and the expence of a double voy-
age, depofit, and commiffion will be ad-
ded tothe Price of the articles.  Inthe
mean time our bulky articles of export,
the value of which will not pay for the
enhanced expences of tranfportation, will
perith ; being forbidden the ufual market
and advantages.

Mr. Dexter afked, is this a time for
making experiments? All Europe is in
agitation, and our commerce muit partake
of it'; we fteer ourbark on the margin of
a whitlpool ; there are feafons when it
ought to fatisfy us that we do not go
backward.

It is eafy fuddenly to do mifchief which
the wifdom of many fucceeding years can-
not retrieve. Mutual intereft, the only
fure bond of peace, has hitherto prevent-
¢d a war between us and the kingdoms of
Europe ; fhall we cut this bond afunder?
It is faid we may compel Britsin to make
a commerclal treaty with us; fhe will ne-
ver refufe voluntarily to make one' which
may promote her intereft, and could we
compel her to make cne againft her inte-
reft, it could not be lafting ; it muft end
in‘war. :

We ‘have had ne fatisfactory evidence
that fhe is averfe to a treaty. The cor-
refpondence between our Secretary” of
State and the Britifh minifter rather thews
the contrary. ‘I ‘much doubt the policy
of multiplying our commercial treaties.
A nation, which lias more military ftrength

than refources for commeree, may compel

unequal ftipulations in- her favor.” " But
this we neither ‘wifh, nor are able to"do.
We may fuffer by treaties, but can hardly
he benefited: Our ftrength confifts not
in ability to compel others, but in‘being
invincible at home. If we are' ever to
make treaties, let us wait until experience
fhall have taught vs all. the commercial in-
terelts of our country:  We arealcending
an eminence—Ilet us firlt ‘arrive at the
fummit ; when we fhall have the whole
extenfive profpeét before wus, it will be
eaily enough to judge of the advantages
of our fituation. We may now facrifice

| important interefts which we fee not. Qur

progreflion may make that a lafting evil,
which we now call an advantage.

It is faid we ought to refent the politi-
cal injuries -and infults ‘we have received.
Is this refenting them? If the queftion is
whether we fhall retaliate hottilities, let
us have it fairly and boldly- ftated, that
we may confider it. Away with all mean
difguifes—ftrip the quettion of its flimzy
covering.  We furely ‘are not afraid to
look at the fubjeét of difeuffion. We wifh
not to cenceal it from others.  Before we
take the firft ftep, let us paufe to review
our ﬁtvmtion*onﬁdcr the confequen-
ces. -How much have we to lofe both in
poffeffion and profpect, and how little to
gain | Britain is aided by powerful allies,
who hate and defpifé our political fyftem.
Our former ally inftead of affifling us,
nceds to be affifted. « The commerce of
Britain is already interrupted by war, and
we can add little'to its embarraflments.
Our commerce now flourithing, muft be
facrificed, as we have no fleet to protect
it. As to revenue, Britain has all the
advantages without the evils of bankrupt-
cy. 'The principal of her debt will never
be paid, but her ereditors are both inter-
efted and able to fupport her. Addition-
al millions areToft in the mafs witheut per-
ceiving=thcicpmafq

To add a few millions of Dollars to our
debt would alarm both us ‘and our confti-
tuents. Britith foldiers are enured to fo-
reign warfate. Our independent Yeomen

are iavincible in battle, for their right?.
their habitations, their wives and their
children ; the world cannot fubjpgate them:
but they harbor no withes for conqueft or

plunder.  If iwe commence lofility, we
muft perfevere through every extremity
of fuffering, or meanly proftrate ourfelves
at the feet of Britain, to bear whatever
fhe may pleafe to impofe.

When the welfare and dignity of our
couptry require energy, I fhall not be
found an advocate for a pufillanimous fyf-
tem. No man is more proud of his coun-
try than myfelf, I agonize under the in-
dignities fhe has fuffered : But to reprefs
refentment is fometimes true ecourage;
untimely paffion, which may betray the
rights and dignity of the community, is
perfidious.  Our growth is fo rapid, that
a few years of peace will avenge us. 1
hive made thefe obfervations Sir, not be-
caufe I am the friend of Britain, but be-
caufe a fenfe of duty compelled me. If
I have prejudices refpeéting European na-
tions, they are not in favor of Britain. I
hefitate not to avow that they are in favor
of the people with which fhe is at war. I
can never forget, that probably by them,
we exift as a Nation. I can never forget
the noble energy with which they com-
menced their ftruggle to refcue this coun-
try from bondage. It is the place of my
fathers’ fepulchres—no man more ardent-
ly wifhes them liberty and happinefs, but
juftice obliges me to add, that no one
more fincerély laments that {pafm of pa-
triotifm, which convulfes their body poli-
tic, ‘and hazards the caufe of freemen :
But Sir, we ought not to fuffer a torrent
of feeling to fweep us from our poft—we
are neither Britons nor Frenchmen—we
are Americans—the Reprefentatives of
Americans—the Guardians of their rights
and interefts ; and thefe forbid usto pafs
the Refolutions now under confideration.

(Débate to be continued.)

For the GazsraE of the UniTiD STATES:

AT numberlefs meetings throughont
the United ‘States, for taking into con-
ideration the Refolves of the Democra-
tic Society of Philadelphia—Genuine Pa-
triotifm in the chair: The following re-
folutions were unanimouily adopted.

1t. Refolved, That it 1s one of the una-
lienable Rights of Freemen to difcufs with
freedom and _firmnefs all fubjeds of public
concern> 'That in confequence of thif
principle, thefe meetings have an indifpu-
table right to offer their {entiments con-
cerning the Democratic Society -and its fe-
veral refolutions.

2d. Refolved, That the high profef-
fionsof difinterefted patriotiim held out
by the Democratic Society, are very
equivocal proofs-of its public virtue ; and
that thefe are beft difcovered in the refo-
tions which it has publifhed.

3d. Refolved, That it is extremely im-
politic,as well as ungencrous, forany Citi-
zens. . of America, publickly to pour
forth illiberal abufe againft foreign pow-
ers with.whom we are at peace—merely,
becaufe they are enemies to France : We
{ay impolitic, ‘becanfe powerful nations
may thereby be irritated to attack us, to
whom ‘we are by no. means equal, either
in population or military preparations :
We fay ungenerous, becaufe fome of thefe
nations were our friends in the moft try-
ing days of -our difficulties and diftrefs.

4th. Refolved, That the public faith
being equally pledged to preferve peace
with Great-Britain as well as with France,
all perfons or focieties, who direélly or in-
diredly, fhall endeavor to bully or trick our
country into a war with either, muft in-
tend a violation of our national houor,
and muft therefore, be confidered as ene-
mies to Arnerica.

sth.. Refolved, That the determination
expreffed by the Democratic Society, 7o
abide by our national engagements and. pre-
Jerve national friend/bips, when contrafted
with its infults againft friendly nations, is
as flagrant an inftance of its inconfiften-
cy, as theinfinnation of punic faith againt
our illuftrious Prcﬁf!ent, is a convincing

roof of its impudence and prefumption.
6th. Refolved, That the conduét of
the French Republic in feizing our vef-
fels, laden with provifions for the coun-
tries, with which fhe is at war, is as dar-
inw infringement of the eftablifbed. law of
nations, as any that we have experienced
from other powers. Nay, this conduct
is peculiarly aggravating, as it is exprefs-
1y ftipulated between Franee and, dy treg-
tys that the veflels of the latter, thus la.
den, fhall pafs free and unmolefted.

&
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fered to our trade, or citizens, by Giecat

Britain, will probably be refemted in a
much more proper manner, and redrefls
much more eafily obtained by the {pirited
condu& of our National Congrels, and
the long tried wifdom of our-beloved
Prefident, than by the intemperate fug-
geftions, and noify declamatious of any
obfcure Society: wifuing to bawl itfelf in-
to political confequence.
8th. Refolved, That the trade of A-
merica has greatly contributed to her
profperity and credit, and that this trade
having been greater with Great-Brritain
and her colonies, than with all the reft of
Europe together—its interruption at this
time, would overwhelm the agricultural
and mercantile interelt in unfpeakable
diftrefs. Neither could its lofs, i any
proportion be fupplied, by any commer-
cial privileges in trading with colonics
overrun with banditti, and defolated by
incendiaries. e
gth. Refolved, That however Foreign
Minifters may be juftified; in adheriug
firictly to the inftructions of their own
Sovereigns, yet thefe inftruétions are by
no means binding on the nation, to which
they arc fent’; neither is any Miniiter au-
thorized on that account, to affiont the
Government to which he is delegated, or
to look for conntenance from the real
Friends of thet Government.
1oth. Refolved, That every Govern-
ment has a natural right to interpret its
own treaties—that - we rely implicitly, on
the honor and abilities of our Executive to
do fo—and that the fenfe of thefe United
States refpeting our treaty with France,
has been abundantly colleted and evinced,
not only by addrefles and refolvés. from
every quarter of the Union, but alfo by
the unanimous: declaration of Congrefs.
11th. Refolved, That Imperiam in Lin-
perio, or one fovereign authority within
another, is a fatal folecifm in politics, and
incompatible with Liberty: We there-
fore deem any particular Democratic So-
ciety, rifing in the midft.of our great De-
mocratic Government, and prefuming to
di¢tate to  its conflituted ; authorities,
fraught«with the deftruétive miterials’ of
anarchy, inimical to law and ordery ‘and
highly iufulting to the great body of the
people, who confiding in the wifdom and
[ virtue of their own delegates, with neither
the advice nor interfcience of ielf-confti-
tuted focieties.
12th. Refolved; That we are united in
the bonds of Civil Society. to refift with
equal vigiiance the éncroachmerits of Anar-
chy, as well as of Delpotifm—that the
name of Liberty, without its bleflings isa
delufive phantom—and that the greatelt
of thefe bleffings are Security and Peace :
That the Defpotifm of a Mob, is as
tremendous an evil as that of a Monarch :
That to countenance eitheér, is to incur
the execration of Mankind—and that
they, who wilfully plunge a Nation, hap-
Py as this is, in difcord and bloodfhed, ge-
nerally give birth to one or the other of
thefe calamities.
Signed by Order of the
;o Several Meetings,
COMMON SENSE, Secretary.
From the New-York Duily Gazette.
MR. MLEAN, :
1 read inan European Magazine as followos *
« THE Quakers’ Letter of this year,
inftills fome of the nobleft principlés of
) That paflage which inculcates
paying our FULL DEBTS as foon as we are
able, (notwithftanding any ' compofition
which creditors may accept of) ought to
be written in legible Letters, and prefented
to every Bankrupt with his Certificate.—
It is the opinion of many honeft and judi-
cious perfons, thatif a Law were enacted,
prohibiting ewery fpecies of Luxury to fuch
as bave been in'a flate of Bankruptcy, till
they had paid twenty fhillings in the pound,
it would be attended with excellent confe-
quences—Vanity would prompt many to
this laudable condu&, in whofe breaft nei-
ther Honor nor Houefty finds a place.
Thefe Luxuries might be fpecified—{uch
as Plate, Carriages, faddle Horfes, livery
Servants, eleoant Furniture,” &e.

FRANCE.

The: effe@s of the lute King, which
were burnt lately in thefquare of the Town
Hall, were mére neceffaries—A hat—a
{ouff-box, tortoife Mell, broken——fix fuits
of cloths—a cloth great coaf—o:ighf waift-
coats, cloth, velvet, filk, and Jinen—ten
pair of breeches—nineteen’ white waift-
coats, and. a_fatin under waifleoat—fome
white robes de chambre—five paii of {lip-

pers. {

.
gth.  Refolved, That the outrages of-




