of Reprefeatatives in the faregoing re-
port aad refoiutions.
F. WARLEY, Clak.
A True Copy, and wbich I A:l:ﬂ,
F- 8. Dars, C. H. R«
[ Here follows a number of Affidavits.]

Philadelphia, 2 5th December, 17933
2d year of the French Republic,
one and indivifible.

The Citizen Genet, Minifter Plenipotentia-
ry from the Republic of Franee to the
United States, to Mr. Fefferfom, Secreta-
ry of State of the United Stat:s.

Sir,

I LEARN by the reports of theCon-
ful of the Republic, at Charleffon, and
by the public papers, that the legiflature
of South-Carolina, had caufed to be ar-
refted, different perfons, accufed of hav-
ing received from me commiffiors for the
purpofe of levying an armed force in that
State, for che fervice of the Republic.—
Conceiving that fuch condu&, if it were
true, would offend the fovereignty of the
American people, 1 haften to affirm. to
you, fir, that I have not duthorized in
any manner, the recruiting, the forma-
tion, or the colle&ting of an armed foree,
or of any corps in the territory of the Uni-
ted States ; but at the famé time, | an too
frank to difgtife from you, that, authori-
zed by the Freach nation, to deliver com-
miflions to thofe of your fellow-citizens,
who fhould feel themiclves animated with
a defire of ferving the beft of caufes, I
have granted them to feveral republicans
of South.Carolina, whofe intention ap-
peared_to me to be to expatriate them-
felves, and to go among the indépendent
Indian tribes, ancient fiends and allies of
France, in order to retaliate, if they could,
in concert with us, oh the Spaniards and
Englifh; the injury which the government
of thefe two nations had the bafenefs, for
fome time . to' comatit on your fellow-citi-
zens, under the name of thefe favages, in
likke manner, as s lately ‘done under that
of the Algerines,

I notify you, fir, that T fhall puhlifh
this declaration, in order to calm inguie-
tudes, and to diffipate the doubts to which
the denuneiation made in the legiflature
of Carolina, might give rife,

Accept fy refped,
i GENET.

CONGRESS.

Houfe of Reprefentatives,
Jenuary zo.
In commtiitee of the <whole on Mr. Madifon’s
refolitions.
Mr. Lee’s fpeech continued.

Mr. Chairnian, while I -agree with my
colleague, that the &:t effays from which
our condtitution arofe had relation only to
our trade ; he will, I. am fure, acknow-
ledge that this was not the only objeét for
which the grand convention met, he will
acknowledge that this is not the principal
object contemplated by the conftitution :
Fhe power of regulating commerce is an
taferior power velted with much more ini-
portant powers in the Congrefs of the U-
nitgd States.  But, fir, I need not make
a comparifen betwcen the various powers
of Congrefs. ' What does this foveraign aét
of the people declare to be - their intenti-
on 5 I need only-repeat their words—

“ Ve the People of the United States, in
order 1o form a niore perfect Union, effab.
I juflice, infure domeftic tranquility,
provide for the common’ defence, promote
the general awelfare, and Jecure the blof-
Sings of liberty to ourfelves and our pr;j{-

¢ rity, do oi'dain and cffablifb this Conflitu-
tion for the United States of America.”

In thele words we fee the fovereignty
of the people exercifed on one of thofe oc-
cafions which I have before ftated in form-
ing a government, and we hear the pur-
pofes for which they formed it. It does
net fay that it was formed to regulate our
commerce. The people had more impor-
tant objééts in view: I do not think there-
fore that fo much ftrefs ought to be laid
on this idea, as gentlemen have been in-
clined-to beftow on it. ;

But, having been induced, to go back
fo the period which gave birth to our con-
Ritution I fhall be excufed, if before T re-
turn to the prefent fubje, I takea eview
of the then exifting circumftancesof the
United States. . We had then a govern-
ment ¢ontemned abroad, and defpifed at
home, incapable of commandiog the ref-
peét of foreign nations or the obedience
of our own citizens.  Its credit was funk
abroad and at home. - Debts were acen:

mulating in Europe and in- America. Our
commerce was abmoft anuihilated, our a-
griculture languifhed, paper tenders ex-
iited in fome ftates, the ties of confidence
between man and man, and confequently
the ties of mbrality were broken afunder ;
nay, inimicities between the ftates began
to prevail inftead of fratermal concord.
Stich was the fituation of the United States
and to remedy thefe evils was the contftitu-
tion made. Has it not produced the in-
tended effets? That it has, I need only
appeal to'the feclings of every fellow citi-
zen who hears me. I fhould therefore un-
neceflarily take up the time of the com-
mittee in enumerating the various blefings
which it has fhowered on our country : I
will only mention the ftimalus which our
agriculture has received. In travelling
through the various parts of the United
States, I find fields, a few years ago wafte
and uncultivated, filled with inhabitants,
and covered with harvefts ; new habitati-
ons reared, contentment in every - face,
plenty on’ every board, confidence is ref-
tored, and every man is fafe under his own
vine and his own fig tree, and. there is
none to make him afraid. To prodace
this. effe@, was the intention of the con-
ftitution, and not folely to regulate our
trade, and it has fucceeded. But I feel
myfelf wandering from the fubjeé.

The committee will readily perceive
that I have been led into my laft obferva-
tions, becaufe, gentlemen have affigned as
an important reafon in fupport of the re-
folutions, that the conftitution had been
principally framed with a view to this ob-
jet. I'think I have fhewn that too much
importance has been given to this idea.

I think my colleague alfo obferved,
that if the meafures he had now propofed
were not adopted at this time, aftera new
clection, and a full reprefentation of our
féllow citizens, he would defpair of ever
fecing them fucceed ; and I think he af-
figned this reafon, and it gave me pain
when he uttered it, that the fubjetts of
Britain, in confequence of the intereft they
had in our trade, and inour pecuniary in-
ftitutions, would acquire a predominant
influence over our public councils. This
idea was more fully dilated upon by a gen-
tleman from Pennfylvania (Mr. Findley).
The danger of this influence fecmed to be
the priacipal reafon, why he wifhed to
leffen our commercial intercour{s with Bri-
tain. The gentlemen perhaps did not per-
ceive the full extent of this obfervation.
It wounds deeply, in my opinion, the re-
publican principle, and I am fure neither
of them intended to do this. It goes. to
deny the competency of the people to go-
vern themfelves.

of the fociety, than thofe who will live
after us. The people on former occafions
have been found poffeffed of virtue and

knowledge equal to the prefervation of:

their liberties and interefls ; what right
have we to fay, that hercafter they will
be lefs wife and lefs virtuous? Let me a-
gain recur to former experience. At the
commencement of our Rruggle with Bri-
tain, they certainly hadall the commerci-
al influence over us, which the wionopoly.
of our tiade could give; what did it a-
mount to, it neither damped our courage
nor checked our unanimity, and why fup-
pofe lefs virtue in our citizens, now that
we have become free, and enjoy the fruits
of order and good government, than when
we exifted in the colomal dependence.
The fame gentleman from Pennfylvania
and another of my colleagues (M. Ni-
cholas) expatiated largely on the milchiefs
of credit. My colleagne, however, very
jultly and frankly acknowledged, that it
was queltionable how far government had
aright to interfere in the pecuniary con-
cerns of individuals, =
But whatever may . be the mifchiefs of
credit, I do not think they will be pre-
vented, by fumptuary laws, orlaws which
may be calculated to operate that way,and
I doubt the confiftency of fuch laws with
civil liberty. There is only one remedy
which occurs tome, it is a proper admi-
niftration of juftice between man and man
—Lftablith this; compel every individu-
al to pay his debts ; when this is done the
fociety will have no reafon to limit his ex-
pences, or to apprehend evil from his ex-
ample ; but thisimportant part of {ocial
police belongs peculiarly to the ftate go-
veruments ; they have the only effectual
means of preventing the mifchiefs of cre-
dit and fprtfcrving the purity of morals.
Congrefs have rot the power of changing
the municipal regulations or the juridical
cllzblithmentsof the refpeive ftates.
"It bas not been afferted that our trea-

It goes to affert that we,
are better judges of the future exigencies-

ties of commerce have produced us any
advantages ,as yet. Qur principaland
moft beneficial intercourle, it has been
proved, is with thofe nations with which
we have no treaties. Our treaty with
Trance, has in the courfe of the laft year
operated to our injury in a twofold de-
ree.

The afylum given to French privateers
in our ports, has covered our coafls with
them,and has therefore prevented thefhips
belonging to nations which are. moft ac-
cuftomed to trade with us, and buying
our furplus produce, notwithﬂund_ing the
prodigious demand for part of it in Eu-
rope. I believe that in the ftate of Vir-
ginia, this perhaps combined with other
caufes, has produced an aftonithing de-
preffion of the price of our tobacco and
grain. In Europe, the only advantage
which we had in return for thefe injuries,
we have been deprived of ; the treaty has
there been violated by France, but every
American will readily acknowledge, very
properly violated, when he “confiders the
neceffity and imperious circumitances of
the cafe.

- Gentlemen have faid we ought to pafs
thefe refolutions to exprefs our gratitude
for fervices formerly rendered to us by
the French nation ; as to the virtues of
generofity and gratitude, they are God-
like attributes, they belong I believe,more
to Heaven than to earth, they are rarely
feen among. individual men, and more
rarely felt by nations, and it has been ac-
knowledged, I think inthe National con-
vention 1tfelf, that the affiftance we receiv-
ed was rendered, not fo much for our
fakes, asto weaken a dangerous and pow-
erful rival. )

But gentlemen have faid, tho’ we may
not have derived any peculiar commercial
advantages as. yet from our intercourfe
with France, that we have every reafon to
expeét the greateft advantages hereafter,
from the fraternal regardexprefled by, their
prefent government to us, and the fimili-
tude of its principles to ours.

If the Fiench nation feels this friendly
difpofition towards us,and I verily believe
they do, .becaufe they fay they do, our
conftitution has provided the means, by
vefling adequate powers in the Prefident
and Senate, of meeting them on the
ground of a new treaty, and I rely with
full confidence on this fubjeét, on the wif-
dom-and patriotifm of the conftitutional
authority.

i But, Sir, I donot think the gentlemen
fpoke accurately, when they mentioned
the fimilitude of the principles of the pre-
fent French conftitutien to ours. But {up-
i pofing the refemblance exifted, which I
{ fhall prefently fhew does not, have we any
 reafon to conclude from the paft hiftory
' of nations, that fuch a refemblance ne-
ceffarily begets friendfhip and cordiality :
“hiftory exhibits the fact differently :

Witnefs the wars between Carthage
and Rome, the jealoufies and wars be-
-tween the different republics of Greece ;
witnefs our own experience, the inimici-
ties which began to arife between the ftates
previous to the adoption of the prefent go-
vernment, and the difficulty of produc-
ing that adoption. The truth is, natioris
in their intercourfe with one another, re-
gard nothing but their intereft ; hence
the alliance fo frequent between common-
wealths and monarchies, more frequent
than between commonwealths themfelves.

But as peculiar emphafis is laid on the
fimilitude of the principles of the French
government to the principles of ours, I
will take the liberty of applying the prin-
cipal traits of their government to our fi-
tuatiomn.

Their republic is one and indivifible,our
republic confifts of fovereign flates having
extenfive and important local jurifdiions
and a_diverfity of laws and ‘interefts.—
Does our republic then refemble that of
France in this leading feature. Confoli-
dation thefe ftates have ever deemed fatal
to their liberties and happinefs, and he
would be deemed a traitor to his country,
who fhould propofe to render our republic
one and indivifible.

So jealous are the ftates on this head,
that they have generally demanded an al:
teration in that part of the conftitution
which fubjeéts them to fuits in the courts
of the United States, and the fenate has
already fent for<our confideration an’ a-
mendment to that effect ; the French ex-
ecutive is plural, their legiflative is fingle.
This idea 1s counter to the pra®ice of al-
moft all the ftates ; and to the divifion of
powers in our conftitution: Will any gen-

' tleman fay that fuch a form of govern-

ment is fuitedto our ideas aad our circum-, ;
ftances? ‘_

" Isevery part of the United States ina
fituationto extend the idea of equality as
fax as it has been carried in Franee ? 1 be-
lieve no gentleman will fay it is®. the con-
flagrations, the defolations, and the bloq-
dy fcenes of St. Domingo, might allo
then be exhibited on our peaceful and hap-

py plains.
(T o be Continued. )

Foreign Intelligence.

FRANCE.

NATIONAL CONVENTION,
November 7.

NATIONAL DOMAINS.

Chochan, in the name of the Commit-
tees of War and Domains, procured the
adoption of the following Decrees on the
mode of payment to be made, according
to the nature of the provifions, by the
farmers of the National Domains :=—

I. From the day of the publication of
the prefent decree, no leafes of national
property, producing wheat, rye, hay, ftraw,
or any kind of vegetables, fhall be renew-
ed without the infertion of a claufe, pro-
viding for the payment in provifions.

II. If the property confits of wine,
oil, liquors, &c. the payments fhall be
made partly in money, and partly in pro-
vifions, which are mentioned in the firft
article.

III. The preceding articles are appli-
cable to farmers, the price of whofe lea-
fes, previoufly to the prefent law, fhall
have been ﬁipnlatcd to be payable in mo-
ney.

TV. That this decree may be more rea-
dily carried into execution, every farmer
of national property, fhall declare, with-
in ten days from the publication of this
decree, the nature of the property he
rents, to ‘the diftri& within which he
lives. 5

V. Incale of omitting to make fuch
declaration or of a ffaudulent one being
made, the property to be confifcated.

VI.. Al provifions depofited in the na-
tional warehoufes,; fhall be at the difpofal:
of the Miniters at War, who are to ac:
count to the Convention for the manner
in which they fhall be difpofed of.

[A great nuntber of other articles fol-
low.} ol
Gregorie read a fpeech relative to, the-
eftablifiment of houfes of rural cenomy,
for the inftruétion of agriculturiftsand the
promotion of agriculture ; the difcaffion
of which was adjourngd, and the fpeech
ordered to be printed. 4 Ta8

A deputation of the public fun&iona-
ries of the diftrict of Belley, in the de-
partment of Ain, were admitted to the
bar. = They reprefented, that on account
of having fupported the interefts of the
Republic, they were ‘expofed to the ri-
gours of a refolution entered into at Dole,
diftant 45 leagues from Belley, by the re-
prefentative Proft, relative to the denun-
ciation of perfons difcovered to be ‘con-
cerned in the different robheries which had
been committed in the diftrie®. during
the fale of the effects of the emigrants. .

Merlin—It is my duty to infornmi the
Convention, that the greater part of the
faéts ftated at the bar by the petitioners,
is ftriétly true; no perfons are better
qualified to give a juft account than Amar
and myfelf, for, during the period of our
miflion to this diftri&, we Xifcovercd the
infamous manner in which the fales of the
effeéts of the emigrants were carried on.
At that zra we could only difcover one
guilty perfon, Vetard Piot, the Procurer
Syndic who has been mentioned. We
put him in arreft, and ordered him to be
carried before the criminal tribunal of his
department.  This was done. In the
drawing up of the indi¢tment againft him,
other criminal perfons were difcovered,
and {everal meafures were confegnently a.
dopted. The guilty perfon immediately
fled to Dole, to deceive onrcolleague Proft.

They deceived him, I am certain, for
they induced him to grant an arreft which
ordered all thofe perfons wha had 'been of
fervice in this important bufinefs, to be re-
moved from the funtions and to be arreft-
ed.—1I can affure the Convention that fe-
veral of ehefe perfons are the moft warm
Patriots of the Diftri&, particularly Per-
Jet and Lebatfe—1t is proper that Virtue
and Patriotifm thould triumph in all pyrts
of the Republic :

¢ I therefore move, that the Conven-
tion fhouid s a decres, fufpend the exe- ...
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