dent fortune) who was attracted to Top-
lou by the extraordivary event of its being
ia our poffetfion, to whole abilitics on eve-
1y occaiion here; and to whefe dittinguith-
ed aud exemplary gallantry on this occa-
fion, the fervice has been infinitely indebt-
ed; andthe Piedmontefe chafleurs, led by
Jicutenant.colonel the Chevalier de Revel
advanced in two columas, fupported by
the Piedmontefe grcuadiers, under colonel
the Comte de Forax, the ridge being too
narrow to admit of a line.

A very heavy fire from the greateft part
of the enemy’s line checked our progrels
for a fhort ‘perigd at fomewhat lefs than
half the way, between the ground from
which we had advinced and the enemy’s
poft.  Here a continued fire was kept up
between the enemy and the Britith Pied-
montefe troops under every difadvantage
on our part of the moft expoled and con-
fined fitnation.  The column of General
Gravina in mean time advanced in excel-
lent order, under cover of the hill; the
two companies of Piedmontefe chaficurs,
with the Neapclitan granadiers and Spa-
nifh troops advancing with a regular pro-
grefs, and well fupported fire, towards the
left of the enemy’s line, whillt the de-
tachment frem fort Faron, under Colonel
Comte de Porto, recommended their at-
tack which they made a real one, inftead
‘of a mere diverfion,as at firlt intended.

At this inftant the advanced part of
General Gravina’s column having nearly
gained the brow of the hill, T perceived
the fet of the enemy’s line begin to wa-
ver and crowd together, and ordered the
Britith and Piedmontefe under my com-
mand to rufh forward, which they did
with the utmott fpirit and alacrity, under
a heavy and galling fire of the encmy,
which, however, was of very fhort dura-
tion, for the whole line of the encmy,
with thei. different corps of referve, (400
of their troops having abandoned the re-
doubt before the conclufion of the ation)
waie thrown into confufion, and the rout
became generzl; feveral were killed in
the purfuit, but a very confiderable num-
ber indeed were quite deftroyed by pref-
fing each other over the precipice in their
flight.  ~ Fifty-feven of their dead were
colleéted, without defcending into the val-
ley to which they fell from the precipice.
An officer and fifty ‘prifoners were taken,
and, by accounts received from deferters,
but cne quarter of their original number
have rejoined their forces.  The moft mo-
derate calculation upon the accounts of
the prifoners and ~deferters, ftates their
numbers to have been from 18c0, to 2000

- meny 2l troops of the line, and the flow-
er of La Bar’s army.

Our lofs has becn inconfiderable, com-
pared to the difficulty and hazard of the en-
terprize ; Thave to regret the lofs of Lieu-
tenant the Chevalier Falbar, of the Pied-
montefe Chafleurs, a gallant aftive and is-
telligent young officer; who was killed at
the commencement of the firlt dttack
made by my columa.

The whole army heard with regret that
General Gravina, 1n the courfe of his a-
ble and fpirited exertions at  the head of
the ' Neapolitan  grenadiers, reccived a
wound in the leg, which obliged him to
retire frond the field ; 1 am happy howe-
ver, to add, that the¢ wound is not
likely to be attended with any ferious
confequences ; his place was ably fupplied
by the courage and condu&t of Brigadier
General Chevalier Squierdo and. Prince
Pignatelit. © The chief lofs has fallen up-
on the column under my command, from
the very expofed fituation in which the

. attack was neceffarily made, and’ where

the Britifh and Piedmontefe juftified the
mutual confidence which each feemed to
repofe in the fteady fupport of the other:

Indeed fir, I fhall do injuftice, were I
to particularize any corps or. any nation
where all were {o equally meritarious, not
only in the intrepid firmnels with which
the whole of this brave body of men en-
countered the dangers’ of 2 difficult and
almoft defperate attempt, but for the pa-
tient fortitude with which they bore ‘hun-
ger, thirft and fatigue, the troops having
received only a fmall portion of bread at
the time they dcparted from out of the
town, and being from the want of necel-
fary fupplies at Toulon without canteens,
no officer or foldier had a drop of water
to refrefh himfelf with, during the fpace
of 12 hours,in a laborious march up pre-
¢ipices fuppofed inaccefiible, and over rug-
ged rocks; expofed to the burning fin—
I can only fay, that the mutual efteem
and applanfz, which the troops of the dif-
ferent nations fo ﬂroni;ly manifeft towards

éach other, is the molt hohourable pane-
gyric that can be beltowed upon them.
I have the honour to be, &c.
MULGRAVE,
’Ad. Brig. Gen,

I enclofe a copy of the account I re-
ceived from Gov. Elphinftene of the at-
tack’' made to the eaftward from Fort Fa-
ron.

C&aber 6.

Laft night a reiniorcement of 355 Pied-
montefe troops arrived from Sardinia
The fecond divifion of Neapotitan troops
confifting of 2000 men is arvived in the
harbour.

MULGRAVE,

La Malague, O&. 4, 1793
My Lord, "

IN conformity to the plan fixed on for
our joint operations, I went up to Fort
Faron, and by fhewing the head of diffe-
rent columns of the troops, kept the ene-
my conftantlyjealous of an immediate at-
tack on the right, and kept upa well di
rected fire from three 12 pounders on the
redoubt 3 but it was not only my opinion
but that of all the officers commanding
corps, that a dire¢tattack ina work fo fi-
tuated and full of men was impra&icable;
I therefore ordered fome parties of fixty
men each, to be ready to climb up the hill
the moment Gen. Gravina and your Lord-
fhip fhould advance on the top of the
mountain, and a cclumn of 200 to follow
and fupport them, without fitting until
they fhould arrive at the fummit, and a
part to turn the hill lower down on the
right, to cut off or impede the retreat,and
all the guns of the fort to fire about fifty
yards in front of the troops, and to {top
the moment I fhould make a fignal. "This
plan was admirably executed, and I hope

colonel of the regiment of Majorca, dif-
tinguithed himfelf much in conduing
the attack, Captains Terrano of the 3oth
and Beresford of the 6gth, had infinite
merit for the intrepid manner they led
their men up an almoft inacceflible moun-
tain, undera fevere fire. The Comman-
dant of the Neapolitan troops and ma'or
Huftein of the regiment of Royal Louis
were not lefs diftinguifhed on this occafion,
and the whole behaved with exemplary
firmnefs.  Lieutenant Alexander of the
navy,and Capt. Dexter of the marines per-
formed moft material fervices by the well
diretted fire from the guns, on the ene-
my’s troops and works.
I have the honor to he, &c.

G. K. ELPHINSTONE.

'CONGRESS. =

Houfe of Reprefentatives.
_ January 20.
In committee of the whole on Mr. Madifon’s
refolutions.

Mr. Lee fpoke.as follows :

The importance of the refolutioris un-
der confideration, is fully manifeéted both
by the length and folemnity of the prefent
difcuffion, and the univerfal folicitude
which pervades our fellow-citizens. I have
been deeply impreffed with the awfulnefs
of the prefent crifis :- I have felt the mag-
nitude of the fubjet before us. I have
liftened with attention to every thing
which has been offered to our confiderati-
on. -I have been informed, I have been
mftructed, T have been delighted. My
mind which hefitated, has been enabled to
form its decifion: And though, Sir, it
may be unneceffary after this declaration,
to take up any of the time of the commit-
tee, I hope I fhall meet with their pardon
and indulgence, for foliciting a {mall por-
tion of their attention. Tn the prefent
jealous and cenforious times, when it feems
to have become fafhionable, not more to
enquire into the principles of ‘meafurés,
than into the motives of public agents ;
“the tafk of explaining the reafons of his
condudt, is’ neceffarily impofed on every
public fervant, who does not wifh to have
his motives mifinterpreted. But, Sir; not-
withftanding I feel the neceffity of explain-
ing myfelf on the prefent occafion, both
from the confideration I have mentioned,
and to exhibit to my conftituents (whofe
virtue, induftry and value in fociety, claim
every attention, from me, to their inter-
efts,) the reafons of my condu& ; I thould
not afk the prefent indulgence, if the fub-
je€t had been altogether ' placed in thofe
lights, im which it moft forcibly firikes my
mind, And under this impreflion, Sir,
I fhould be unworthy of the feat I hold
here, and of the confidence of my fellow-
citizens,  if [ withheld aught, which ap-

produced the beft effet ; Col. des Perefia,

peared to me condueive to their interefts,
and the general welfare. Before I pro-
ceed to a detail of the particular confider:
ations, which I mean to bring into the
_view of the committee.” I hope I fhall be
pardoned, while I attempt to eftablith fome
general abftrat principles, which appear
to me important, to guide us in the pre-
fent difcuffion ' And though at firft view,
}hcy may feem remote from the fubject, I
hope the committee will patiently attend
me through the procefs of my reafonings,
to thofe conclufions which will naturally
refult.

I confider, Mr. Chairman, human life
as a fyftem of expedients, whether viewed
individually or colleGtively. ~Man asan in-
dividual, is ever in the purfuit of happi-
nefs, and is particularly cecupied in ap-
plying thofe expedients which, under ex-
itting circumftances, are mott likely to
produce it.  Thefe he varies according to
the changes in his own mind ; and the
obftacles which continually occur againft
his plans. Every day prefents fome new
evil to be avoided, or fome new good to
be obtained : He avoids the one and pur-
fues the other, by the belt means which
the ftate of things will afford. T do this,
he will vary his means, fufpend or accele-
rate the execution of his plans, as circum:
ftances diGate. At all times he muft be
the beft judge of them, and of what in a-
ny exiflting ftate of this, is neceffary to his
happinefs. Man allo, is a various animal.
Hence the diverfity of human charaéter
and of human purfuits, Each individual
takes a' different route to happinefs; and
being the beft judge in his own cafe, hag
a right to do fo.

Socicties being the aggregates of indi:
viduals, are animated by the fame princi-
ples : And in the great family of nations,
as among individuals in a ftate of nature,

 each nation is the beft judge of, and hasa
right to parfue, aecording to exifting cir-
cumftances, thofe meafures which it thinks
neceffary to its happinefs. Every nztion,
therefore, has the capacity and the right,
to form fuch a government, and ena&
fuch laws at every period of its exiftence,
as the exigencies of its fitaation require.
Of thefeit is the beft judge, and no other
nation has a right to interfere in the cafe,
According to this principle, we have ac-
ted in the various changes that have tak-
en place, in our political Inftitutions. O-
ther natiens in all former ages, have exer-
cifed, and in all future ages, will continue
to excrcife the fame right.

As the circumftances of individuals are
various, a mode of life which will produce
one man’s happinefs, may produce another
man’s mifery. The circumftances and dif-
pofitions of nations, are as various as the
circumftances and difpofitions of individu.
als. And as among individuals, one mode
of life and one f{yftem of purfuits, wiil not
produce every man’s happinefs, ‘fo neither
amongft nations, will one form of govern-
ment and one fyftem of laws, fuit every fo-
ciety. Hence the diverfity of governments,
which have exifted in all countries, and in
all-ages : And hence the revolutions and
changes, which have been continuaily made
in governments and laws, as the exigencies
of things required them.

From thefe principles, T deduce the
following conclufions : Firft,—That eve-
ry nation has the capacity and the right
at every period of its exiftence, to provide
for its happinefs, according to its own
knowledge of its fituations and interefts.
Second,—That therefore, the probability
is, that every nation under the exifting
Rate of things, has that government and
thofe laws, which are beft adapted to its
manners, and moft confonant with its cir-
cumftdnces.

1 will exemplify thefe charaéters—We
kuow that the government of Turkey,
would not fuit us :—We do not kncw
that our government would fuit the Turks.
b Leaving the Turks to judge for them-
felves, as we judge for ourfelves, the pre-
fumption is, that they have a government
beft fuited to their manners aud circum-
ftances—W'e know we havea government
beft fuited to our circumftances and our
manners.

I will not attempt to detail thofe ciy-
cumftances, which have given rife to the
variety of govérnments, which now ex-
ift, and have exifted in all the former ages
of the world : On this fubject, volumes
have been written, and volumes might be
written. - I only mean to eftablifh, that
every mation, in every period of its exif-
tence, is the beft ‘judge of what is necef-
fary to its happinefs, and has thofe politi-
cal inftitutions moft adapted to its fitua-

tion.

Thisis a true republican do&rines” It
is founded on the capacity of the people
to judge for themfelves. We know that
we have the capacity to judge for ourﬁ:lvcu.
We fhell be'proud and vain indeed, if we
deny to other nations the capacityto judg~
for themfelves. We have the government
belt {uited to us—the poefumption is, that
other nations, have.governments beft {uii-
ed to them. Therefore, in difenfling our
relations to other nations, I do not fez
the propriety of introducing the wature
and principles of their political inftitu-
tions.  On a quftion like the prefent; the
ouly proper enquiry is, whether our in.
tercourfe with any nation, has 2 tendency
to add to the comfort, the wealth and tlle
the ftrength of the fociety : And not
whether it has a tendency to alterand im.,
prove our focial inftitutions ; of thefe, the
fociety. in.every period of its exiftence
will always be the moft competent judge.
Viewing the principles I have ftated, as ir-
refragable, being founded on the nature of
man, the univerfal nfage of nations, and
our own pra&tice. © I will now turn my at-
tention to fome of the arguments which
have been urged during the difeuffion.-—
In the courfe of my obfervations, 1 may
occafionally apply the principles which I
have eftablifhed. - I fhail not go intoa de-
tail of commercial facts. This has been ful-
ly done, by perfons more competent to
the tafk :—the committee muft be fully
pofiefled of them. I fhall only coufider
fuch obfervations, as involve important
principles.

My colleague, (M:. Madifon) who in-
troduced the refolutions, and he has been
followed in the idea by every other gentle-
man who has {poken in fupport of them,
faid that the prefent govornment origina-
ted from the incapacity of the confedera-
tion, and of the individual ftates to regu-
late our commerce with foreign countrics,
and feemed to intimate that to counteralc
the reftriéiions of G. Britain-with regard
to.our trade was the principal inducement
to its adoption. . Tho’ I difapprove of
applying to any fource but itfelf for the
nterpretation of an infirument which was
‘intended at all times to be its own:expofi-
tor. - I'will go back with my colleague to
thofe fcenes which ‘preceded, and indu-
ced the eftablifhment of the prefent con-
{titution. - I fhall go back with pleafure,
becaufe, being then in the infancy of my
political life, I was witnels to thofe firft
efiays to regulate our commerce which his
patriotilim induced him to make, and
which finally, terminated in the eftablifh-
ment of our prefent happy government.

I fay, fir, I was witnefs to his exertions
—unot I only, Mr. Chairman, but all A-
merica, has been witnefs to his exertions.
We allknow the fhare he had in forming
the prefent conftitution and prometing its
adoption. I know that the convention st
Annapolis to regulate our trade, princi-
pally originated from him ; I know, that-
the grand convention which formed our’
conftitution was the confequence of this,
and originated from him : And here I can-
not hefitate as.a member of anhappy com-
munity to pay that tribute of gratitude
and thanks, which my heart has always
felt to the man, whofe councils and exer-
tions have been {o infirumental to our hap-
pinefs. ( To bg Coniintied.)

UNITED STATES.

ALEXANDRIA, (Virg.) Dee. z0.
Extralt of a letier from Richmond.

During the feffion the governor laid
before the houfe aletter from the fecreta-
ry of the treafury, informing, that « The
commiflioners for fettling the accounts
between the United States, and individu=
al ftates, having made their final report to
the Prefident, dated the 2gth June, 1793,
a balance of 100,879 dollars, has been
reported by the commiffioners, agamft the ’
ftate of Virginia.” ¥

In order that you may have fome idca
upon what principles thofe commiffioncrs
proceeded in the apportionment of the
public debt,permit me to {ubjoin afew re-
marks, made from a letter communicated
to the legiflature, by the commiffioners of
this ftate,lately returned fromPhiladelphia,
and written before the fecretary’s abovea
mentioned. -

“ If the aggregate of the halances had
been apportioned among the ftates,accord-
ing to the quotas during the war, Virg'-
nia would have been a confiderable credi-
tor of between two and three mitlion dolt
lars : But at prefent fhe 'is debicr) tho’
fora fmall fium, not more than an 00,0C0
dollars.  So much has the refult been de-
pendent upon themodzof apportionment.’
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