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A HARTER,
.

AUCTIONEER,

MILLHEIM, Pa.

J C. SPRINGER,
Fashionable Barber.

Next Door to JourNaL Store,

MirLeEm, Pa.

BROCKERHOFF HOUSE,
ALLEGHENY STREET,

BELLEFONTE, - PA.

C. G. McMILLEN,
PROPRIETOR.

Good Sample Room on First Floor.

&9 Free Buss to and from all Tralns. Special
rates to wituesses and jurors. 1

RVIN HOUSE,
(Most Central Hotel in the City)

Corner MAIN and JAY Streets,
Lock Haven, Pa.
8. WOODS CALWELL, Proprietor.
Good Sample Rooms for Commercial
Travelers on first floor.

R. D. H. MINGLE,

Physician and Surgeén,
MAIN Street, MiLLHEEIM, Pa.

DR. JOHN F. HARTER,

PracricaL DENTIST,

Office in 2d stery of Tomlinson’s Gro~

cery Store,

On MAIN Street, MiLLEEIM, Pa.
F HKISTEK,

B a FASHIONABLE BOOT & SHOE MAKER
Shop next door to Foote's Store, Main St.,
Boots, Shoes and Gaiters made to order, and sat-

Isfactory work guarantead. Repairing done prompt-
1y and cheaply, and in a neat style,

C. T. Alexander. C. M. Bower.
ALEXAN DER & BOWER,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

BELLEFONTE, PA.

Office in Garman’s new bullding.
JOHN B. LINN,

ATTORNEY ATLAW,

BELLEFONTE, PA.

Ommce on Allegheny Street.
CLEM.ENT DALE,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

BELLEFONTE, PA.

Northwest corner of Diamond.
ADAM HOY,
ATTORNEY ATLAW,

BELLEFONTE, PA. -

Orphans Court business a Specialty.

M. C. HEINLE,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

‘ BELLEFONTRE, PA.
Practices In all the courts of Centre County.

Bpecial attention to Coliections, Consultations
in German or English.

— — -

J. A. Beaver. ~  J W.Gephart.
EAVER & GEPHART,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

BELLEFONTRE, PA.
Office on Alleghany Street, North of High.
YOCUM & HARSHBERGER,

-

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

BELLEFONTE, PA.

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

BELLEFONTE, PA,

Consultations in English or German, Office
in Lyon’s Building, Allegheny Street. k-
"D. B HASTINGS. W. ¥. REEDER,
ASTINGS & REEDER,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
- BELLEFONTE, PA.

Office on Allegheny street, two doars east of the
offi~e occupied by the late firm of Yo~==— * Hast-
ings. 0.7

Dr. John Rae does not hoid the com
mon opinion that the Esquimaux are a di-
minutive race. H=? 18 inclined to think
that they are fully as tall as the average
native of London, and much heavier The
women, when young, he rays, are very
pleasant-looking—almost pretty—extremely
solid and compact, with small feet and
hands and well-tormed limrbs, As to strength
he found thatr the Esquimaux could lift

IT NEVER COMES AGAIN.

There are gains tor all our losses,
There are balms for all our pain,
But when youth, the dream departs,
1t takes something from our hearts,

And it never comes again,

We are stronger, and are better,
Under manhood’s sierner reign ;

Still we feel that something sweet

Followed youth, with ftiying feet,
And will never come again.

Something beautiful has vanished,
And we sigh for it in vain;

We behold it everywnere,

On the earth, apd in the awr,
But it never comes again.

AT THE NSEASIDE,

Of course nobody was glad that Elsie
Martin bad been ill, but there was great
joy at the Grange when she was ordered
to go to the seaside as soon as she was
strong enough for the journey, and
Charlie was told that he was to accom-
pany her,

Their papa and mamma were unable
to leave home just then, the chil-
dren were to go to Mrs. Hawkins, a
faithful old Irishwoman, who had nursed
them both as babies, and who, having
married comfortably, and been left a
widow, resided in a pretty cottage close
to the sea-shore at Highbeach; and oc-
easionally let a couple of roomsas a
lodging.

I'hese were taken for the two children,
and as they were respectively ten and
eight years of age. it was considered
that they were old enough and wise
enough to take care of themselves under
the supervision of Nurse Noran, of
whom they wera very fond.

Charlie and Elsie loved their parents
dearly, but there was something 1 the
novelty and independence of the present
proceedmg that was quite dehightful to
them and made up for the temporary
separation ; and I do not suppose there
were two happier small personages in
the world than this boy and girl were
when, after a pleasunt journey, they
found themselves sitting opposite to
each other 1n their own little drawing-
room, at their own tea table, covered
by a spotless white cloth, spread with
bread, brown and white, excellent but-
ter, newly-laid eggs, and a lovely dish
of prawns, 3
“Some day, Nurse Norah,” said Elsie,
as the kind nurse placed the tea-pot on
the table, and told them to begin, **some
day you must let us have a lobster.”
“Suure wid all the pleasure in life,q
miss dear; an’ it's the hoight of indi-
gestion, it is, but wanst in a way shall
not matter.”

“And I'll tell you what, Elsie,”
Charlie, with dignity. “I'll catch
lobsters for you.”

The next morning Charlie and Elsie
never left the shore—digging in the
sands, playing on the rocks, taking oft
shoes and stockings to paddle in the
pools, and at last bringing home such
a coliection of sea-weeds, shells, sea-
anemones, and pebbles, that Nurse
Norah laughed sloud when the two hap-
py net laden figures made their appear-
ance for their early dinners,

Charlie had seen some boys on the
sands, and msisted on getting a cos-
tume like theirs; his own knickerbock
ers, he admitted, would do well enough,
but he must have a blue knitted Jersey
and a long peaked cap, also kuitted,

and also blue,
They had a toy boat with them, and

after dinner they went back to theshore
and amused themselves by sailing it in
one of the pools, and when tired of this,
Elsie sat down on a stone on the sands,
and found fresh recreation in examin
ing a green old basket that stood there,

“And it is the queerest basket I ever
saw, Charlie,” she said.

“Do come and look.

“You could neither put anything in
nor take anything out of it.”

Cnarlie looked down, boat in hand.

It is not a basket at all,” he said;
“‘jt 18 a rat-trap ; only I never saw one
made ot wicker before, and it 18 uncom-
monly large ; and why bas it got a rope
tied toit?

“But look here, do you see these
sticks at the top?

“Through these a rat——-"

*““Haw, haw, haw!” laughed s voice
behind him, and turning sharply round,
he beheld a boy smaller than himself,
but who looked quite as old.

‘“He was dressed just like him, for he
was the very boy whose Jersey and cap
he had admired so much in the morn-
ing that he had resolved to have similar

garments himself,
“It’s queer rats they catches in these

traps master,” said he; and he knelt

down and peeped through the bars,
““What would your feyther say?” he

asked, with a comical wink of lhis left

eye.
““Oh,” said Charlie airily, ‘he lets

me boat often enough ; and he is not at
Highbeach, so I can’t ask him,

*‘Here,” he added, taking a bright
twenty-tive cent piece out of his pocket,
“1’ll give you this if you will.”

*Oh! and me too,” cried Elsie,
fumbling in her pocket, and producing
money also. “I've got twenty-five
cents as well as Charlie,

*“I'ake me too.”

In fact, their mother had given them

each the same amount of money when
they left home,

T'ue fisher-boy looked very knowingly
at the two glitterine vieces of silver,
and put his tongue mro ms vucek again,
giving again a comical wink. :

“Well, I dont mind if Ido,” he said

S0

said
the

‘ his pleasure, and Elsie elapped her hands

s A

and laughed.

“You be down on that rock," said the
pointing to the place—*that’s
there, d'ye see 7—at

boy,
fevther's boat
twelye sharp,’
“Pwelve !” eried Elsie, charmed and
appalled at the proportions the adven-
ture was amusing.

“Is it twelye at night ? and have we
far to go ?”

““No, we haven't; just round that
point there, and then a little i more,
and there you are.

““Those rats never go far out to sea.”
““And he laughed and winked again,
As the children ran home to tea, Elsie
said, while dwelling on the delights of
what was before them. “But 1 think
he 1s rather a vulgar boy, don’t you,
Charhe,

He winks and grins,’
Charlie tarned amazed eyes on her,
*I think he 1s
fellow,

But 1 am not sure that you ought to
go, Llsie,

I think it's not girl’'s work,” he said
presently.

“Ob, yes, Charlie! oh, please!” she
eried in a great hurry ; “‘oh, do let me !
“There’ll be you to take care of me.”
“Yes, I shall take care of you,” re-
plied he, with protecting grandeur, as
he yielded.

The two children could hardly hide
from Nurse Norah the state of excite-
ment and expectation they were in.
They got away from her as quickly
as they could. and would not stay a
minute in the house till bed-time came,
Then they found her with her face
tied up, a toothache from which she had
been suflering all day having come on
very badly.

“An’ do you think, darlin’, you could
undress yourself this wsn evening ?”
she asked “‘an’ 1'd go to my bed.”
Elsie assured her she could undress
herself, and had often'done so at home
when nurse was busy with the baby.
Now, though Eisie would not have
practiced any deception on Nurse Norah,
she thought it was very fortunate that
she did not undress her that night, be-
cause the best plan was that she should
not take ofl her clothes at all so as to be
all ready at twelve o’clock.

an uncommonly ftine

¢

As they ran home she had wondered
whether Nurse Norah would let her go,
but Charlie had replied, *‘Bother Nurse
Norah !

*‘Say nothing about it, or you’ll spoil
the sport.”

And Elsie had blindly obeyed him.,
He slipped into her room now, and
highly approving of her plan ot lymg
down her clothes, bade her go to sleep,
and he would awake her in plenty of
time,

Charlie set his little slarm clock that
he had brought with him, and which
had awoke him on many a dark winter
morning in time to learn his tasks be-
fore breakfast, to a quarter to twelve,
He was far enough away from Nurse
Norah for him not to be afraid of its
waking her; and then he too lay down
in his clothes,

*‘Get up, little lazy thing !I” were the
woras that woke Elsie when she did not
think she had slept for five minutes,
She sprang to her feet, for she knew
the voice; and the boy and girl, hand
in band, groped their way in the dark
out of the room, downstairs, and to the
house door, There was no moon, but
the stars shone, aud the soft calm light
was lovely. Somethingin it made Elsie
stop suddenly, and say—

“Oh, Charlie ! 18 it naughty ?”

“Go back if you are afraid,” he ans-
wered her grufily ; for he too, reproved
by the pure beauty of the_night, had
felt his first qualms of consecience,

But Elsie dreamt not of going back if
he went on, and, hand in hand, they
ran as fast as they could.

They reached the trysting-place, and
there was the fisher-boy waiting for
them, sitting in hi¢ boat, that moved
lazily up and down, gently rocked by
the sea, which i'self scemed almost as-
leep.

“Well,” grinned the boy ; “I never
did! I thought you’d ery off.”

“Shove off, my man!” eried Charlie,
in a tone of command ; aud “my man,
with a low laugh of approval, “‘shoved
off” as he was bidden.

The boat went rapidly out to sea, in
order to round the point; and Elsie
pleased and excited, nestled close to
her brother.

‘I'hey soon found tfiemselves within a
few yards of the rocks that formed a
picturesque barrier between sea and

shore,

Then the boat stopped, anyd the fish-
er-boy looked about him.

“Now then, lend a hand !” he cried ;
and he flung the end of the rope he
caught from the water to Charles as he
spoke,

N tional Accounts,

The First Auditor of the T'reasury, in
his anmual report for the year ending
June 30th last, shows that the number of
accounts received by the First Auditor’s
office during the year, relating to receipts
10t0 the treasury, was 7193, representing
$973,687,471.39; number of accounts rela-
ting to disbursements 20,502, representing
$1,025,640,807.75; number of bond ac-
counts, 1155; totsl number of accounts,
29,150; total value of accounts certified,
$1,999 298 279-14. The 1ncrease in the

number of accounts over the previous year

A Plueky Woman.

At an early hour recently Mrs, Con-
haim, of St, Paul, Minnesota, was aroused
from sleep by a burglar's stealthy step.
She could hear the burglar moving
along on his hands and knees from the
dining room to the bed room, and at
each step something struck the floor
which she believed to be either a illy
or revolver, But in the meantime the
burglar had taken all her husbaud's
clothing which had been left on a chair,
including a gold watch and chain aud
$60 in cash, and was stealthily making
his way back toward the dining room
door, which opens into a yard. Mrs,
Conhaim concluded that the time for
action had arrived, BShe left her bed,
walked to a bureau in one cornor of the
room wherein a loaded revolver was
kept, and in doing so must have passed
within a few feet of the crouching burg-
lar, After gaining possession of the
revolver, she entered the dining room
just as the buglar had passed out to the
porch, where he was found standing on
the step with most of the stolen eloth-
ing under one arm and the vest held in
his right hand. This brought them
within about three feet of each other.
The brave lady coyered the thiel with
the weapon and exclaimed :

“Drop the clothes or I will fire !”

The response came 1 the shape of a
blow over the head and face with the
vest held in the burglar’s hand, he evi-
dently intending to either blind her or
knock her dowa with the weight of the
heavy gold watch 1 the pocket. Luck-
1y, however, the watcis flew out of the

pocket and, as Mrs, Conhaim threw her
hand up to ward off the blow, the chain
struck between her fingers, close to the
watch, Instantly she closed her hand
over the timepiece, gave a jerk back
ward, which broke the chain, whereapon
the burglar, with a fierce outh, threw
the vest at her face, unconscious of the
fact that the sum of $60 in currency
had been left undisturbed in one of the
pockets. The burglar then started
toward Eleventh street, Mrs. Conhaim
firing two shots at him, without effect
probably, and following him as closely
as possible. When he reache the side-
walk on the latter street he stopped an
instant, threw up both hands and drop-
ped sll the clothing on the sidewalk,
Mrs, Conhaim picking them wup and
carrymng every garment back to the
house,

Blooming Prosperuy.

A few days ago a drummer for one of

our wholesale houses was traveling in a

buggy along a country road in Arkan-
sas, when he caine upon a tall, roughly-
dressed man sitting upon a rail fence
whittling. With a sociable “‘good morn-
ing” the traveler drew up his horse and
asked : ““Is that your field of corn over
there ?” “Wal, I calkilate I'll freeze

onto a right smart sheer of it. I'm
working the piece on sheers.” *‘Looks
hike a fine crop.” “It does.” *“I sup-

pose you are figuring on great pros-
perity in future, such immense crops
indicating plenty for all.” ‘‘Prosperity ?
Stranger, that hain’t no name fur the
cyclone that’s agoin’ to hit this settle-
ment atween the eyes this season. A
tornado mout come jist now an’ land
every durned bit o’ grain in the country
over into Tennessee, aud yit the smiles
o’ contentment 'd never shft ofi’n our
faces!” “‘Some unexpected good luck
has befallen you,” the tourist replied.
“That’s the play to a t-y ty. We're
gettin’ our slice o’ the millennium away
ahead o' the advertised date. Fust, ol’
Ziack Bolton up an’ died last month, an’
thar’ hasn’t been a ear o’ corn or a side
o’ bacon missed in the community since
we tumbled the dut on top o' him,
Then Wash Towmpkins, the boss ol’
sledge pleyer, got sent to State prison
fur horse stealin,” thus givin’ us poor
players a show fur our pile ; then Snaky,
the saloonkeeper up at the forks o’ the
voad, dropped down to ten cents a drink
fur whisky, and said he'd take corn
same s cash ; then my cld woman ran
off with a Yankee sewin’ machine ped-
dler, an’ my darter Sal got religion an’
joined Mount Zion Church, an’ if bloom-
in’ prosperity ain’t a hangin’ over the
neighborhood I'm a gilt-edged har from
the Red River swamps, Got any sweet
tobacker about you?”

An Alman:xe, 1600,

A double headed man  stands ‘before ®
banquet taking the covers off the meats, to
represent January; it was the season for
the table and good cheer. A man on a
stool represents February; he has taken
off one shoe, and holds the unshod foot
ond both his hands close to a blazing fire.
1t is “evyl weder” out of doors, and shelter
is aoceptable. A giil represents March,
She is 1n a garden that has palingf around
it, with here and there a timber alcove,
and she is hoeing, It is time to prepare
the ground. In April, a man ploughs, his
plough drawn by two horses. In May, a
girl, seated, takes a bath in a tub 1n a gar-
den, holding a small tree bough in her
baad. InJune a man chops wood, his
axe swung far and high behind him with
stropg muscie, It is time to thin the
forests, foliage being thick. In July, a
m.an has his scythe out cutting grass. tlow-
ers shooting up among it freely. In Aug-
ust a girl uses a sickle Morma-like, only
cutting straight up, cluse grown corn. In
September a man is gathering grapes, a
wine press near. In October, a man is
upon a ladder gathering apples trom the
tree, a full sack erect upon the ground, a
basket for the immediate gathering hang-
ingon a branch. In November, a man
chops again, great lying tree-trunks this
time, the living trees of background gaite
bare. It 1s time to think of ghelter, tun-
ber being umversal for 1t, (mainly.) tan-
ber beiug abundant, and needing the
seasoning which winter will give time for,
In December, a man 18 ready to heave his
hatchet down upon an animal’s throat, a

400 or 500 pounds with ease,

| slowly. ‘
Charlie stamped about the shore in

was 922, and increase in value, $120,- J
768,062.39,

lad holding the poor brute’s head back to
receive the blow.
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Captured by Plirates,

The scooner 1ransit 18 one ot a number
of vessels owned by Jex & Co., engaged
in the Central and South American trade.
BShe runs between varicus points on the
Mosquito coast of Nicaragua, transporting
general merchandise, which is taken from
this country to Corn island by the steamer
Masllard, The Transit 18 commanded by
Captain John Thompson, an American
mariner of experience, and has a crew con-
sisting of two men and x cook. One day
the Transit lay at anchor in the Bay of
Gracias 4-Dios, the extreme nertheastern
point of Nicaragua. The schooner Iay
three miles out from the town, but within
the bar ucross the meuth of the harbor.

In the dead of mght, and when the cap-
tain was asleep in the cabin, and onlv one
man was on watch, the schooner was silent-
ly boarded by six pirates, who had steal-
thily approached the ship n two canoes,
sheltered by the darkness. The marauders
were armed to the teeth, and, having taken
the Transit by surprise, were able to seize
Captain Thompsoa and his three men after
u brief but desp:rate strugele.  The cap-
tain and crew were gagged and bound
hand and foot, and the pirates took full
possession of their prize and ransacked the
ship from stem to stern. The smp’s com-
pany were thrown into the hold, and the
pirates then hoisted sail and endeavored to
make the open sea, knowing that they
could not hope to retain thelr capture if
they did not quickly get out of port betore
thewr daring deed was discovered. But
the captain of the pirate crew did not
know the harbor and was unable to get the
ship over the bar. After manoenvreing 1n
vain tor some little ume he threatened
Captain Thompson with death unless he
piloted the vessel to sea. The captain
consented to do 8o if he was released from
the ropes which bound him hand and foot,
and as he peremptorily refused to comply
on any other terms the pirate chief was
constrained to accept the condition.

Ceptain ‘T'hompson was given the use of
his limbs to navigale the Transit over the
bar and out to sea. By tlus time the
pirates thought themselves safe and were
indiscréet enough to indulge liberally 1o
tne aguardiente, of which the ship's locker
contained s plentiful supply. The fiery
stufl was partaken of to excess by all
hands, and soon the pirales were in a con-
dition of alimost helpless drunkeness,

Captain Thompson was not the man to
let this golden opportunity slip. Watching
his chance he ran below, cut the ropes
which bound the captive crew, and with
their help quickly attacked the pirate
band, subducd them and secured the whole
six safely in irons. The course of the ship
was then aitered and she was then headed
for Blue Fie!ds, 350 miles below Gracios-
a-Dios, the nearest point at which there
was 8 United States consul.  Arrived here
the six pirates were taken ashore and sur-
rendered to the authorities, and Captaio
Chompson returned to the port whence
he had been compeled to sail so prema
turely and under such sensational cirenm
stances. 'T'he pirates were Spaniards and
of the most desperate character.

—_—— ——.————— —
Novada Fossls,

Now that so much 18 being sad about
the tracks of antediluvian elephants and
prehistoric man at the state prison quarry,
vear Carson, Nevada, it may be that some
of the scientists of the Pacific coast will
think it worth while to take a look at the
tracks beyond Dayton, near the mouth ot
El Dorado canon. These tracks are in
rock that is denudcd.  We have never ex-
amined them, but have frequently heard
them spoken of by Professor W. F. Stew-
art, (now dcad), who thought them very
remarkable and of much scientific import-
ance. The tracks are described as much
the same as those found at the state prison
quairy. Though Professor Stewart said
nothing of the tracks of human beings, he
had a good deal to say of tracks of mam-
moth horses.
tracks of elephants or of the maminoth.
1I'his wou'ld seem to indicate that the ground
was once the bottom of a lake Indeed,
all the low ground in this par 1o Nevada
shows signs of having been covered by
water in ancient times, and also some
plats of considerable altitude, In 1560 a
petrified log o pine, some 30 feet in length
and 18 1nches in diameter, was found on
the side of a hill to the southeast of Amer-
ican flat. Strewn over Spring valley there
was also at that time much petrified cedar,
fir, pine and other kinds of wood. The
prospectors were 1n the habit of “‘sledging”
these logs up 1 order to get at the knots,
pieces of pitch and other parts that would
make handgome specimens .for cabinets.
These logs were no doudbt the trunks of
trees that had flated about on the ancient
lakes until they became water-logged and
sunk to the bottom. 'The random way 1n
which they were found scattered about
seemed to show this. In the year 1861 a
big flood washed out a great number of
petrificd stumps of trees alung a ravine
running from near the Daney min s, Spring
valley, down 1n the Carson nver. These
appeared to be the stumps of cottonwoods,
alders and such trecs as grow along
streams. In this region, however, noth*ng
more interesting is likely to be found than
appears on the surface, but farther down
the Carson, and to the eastward of the
sink, is a section of country that would be
Lkely to yield much of value to the care-
ful scientific investigator. There 18 In
that region a large area of recent sand-rock
of coarse, loose texture and a granite gray
color.

Some four mules east of the sink of the
Carson an upheaval of granite has so raised
this sedimentary formation as to show it to
be about 800 feet in thickness. In many
places large canons have cut through this
formation, leaving nearly perpendicular
walls. In passing along the canons, with-
out making any special examinations, we
have found, suicking in the walls, bones
of small animals and birds, bits of wood,
twigs, and the like, all black as though
carbonized. On the bank of a deep
canoa, northeast of what is known as the
Lower Sink of the Carson, is a place
where is to be seen a great quantity of
pztrified wood ot all kinds. A stratum of
this wood, some five feet thick, and ex-
posed along the canon for a distance of
over 100 yards, appears to have been a
great dnft. All is so thoroughly petri-
fied and.so natural 1n appearance that
at a distance it seems to be a lot of
cordwoed stacked up on the bank of the
canon Mngled with this petrified drift-
wood may perhaps be found the bones
and skeletons of animals, birds and rep-
tiles. The bed of petrified wood is cov-
ered to a depth of from three to £ve
feet with earth and gravel,
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These inay have been the

A Day i Mexico.

In the mnorning every one 18 astir before
the rising sun. Hot chocolate or hot cof-
fee, with a light porous cake, is ready in
the kitchen, and the servant comes to your
room to know it you will have chocolate or
coffee before getting up, or notifies you
that 1t is waiting 1n the dieing room at
your convenience. On passing from your
room out iato the corridor (all Mexican
houses are built cpe story, in the shape of
# square, with an interior.corridor on three
sides facing a court) you need not feel em-
barrassed if no one 18 aboat; your host has
probably had his coffee or choeolate and
gone to his business. The ladies will be
seen 1n an hour or two walking in the gar.
den. You will order your coffee, if it has
not previously been taken m your room,
and then amuse yourself as best you can,
by a walk, or a ride, 1f you see fit, ordering
whatever you may desire from any servant
who may be visible, At about 10 o’clock,
your host will make lus appearance, and 1f
you are around, he will greet you with,
“Buenos Dios, Signor, Comc hasseo Val a
Noche?™ This is the morning salute
among both rich and poor, the translation
of which 18: “‘Good morning, sir; how
did you pass the night ?”” The ceremoni-
ous meal in all Spanish-American countries
is breaktast, and is usually taken between
10 and 11 a. m. Everything is served 1n
courses. Fruit first, soup often follows,
then mesats, afler tha' eggs, and, last,
““frijoles,” the national dish. This last 1s
a dark red bean, is cooked with lard, sea-
soned highly with red pepper, and is served
in a soup plate and eaten with a spoon.
It 18 very palatable and foreigners gener-
ally become as fond of it as the matives,
Wine 1s always on the table, and breakfast
is never complete until
handed, and every one 18 expected to
smoke. Daring the smoking, business is
discussed or the day’s amusement canvassed
and the programme settled. I'his is the
principal meal and a little recreation in
the way of music or receiving and enter-
taimng visitors (the latter never remsin
later than noun), the family and guesis go
Lo their respective rooms and the daily
*“siesta,” or mid-day sleep, is indulged 1n.
Between 3 and 4 p. m., the house 18 again
astir, Coffee or chocolale 18 unceremoni-
ously served, each going to the dimng
room assuits their convenience. The head
of the honse goes to busin2ss uantit 8 p. m,
and the ladies make their toilet for eveniog
visitors. Both fashionable and social cails
are made mostly between the hours of 5
and 8 p, m. Between 10 and 11l p, m., a
light supper is served, consisting princi-
pally of hot ‘“tomales,” which is corn
meal mush mixed with a force-meat of
chicken or beet, highly seasoned with red
pepper or omons, all nicely rolled in a
clean corn shuck, tied and put in a pot and
boled and served iu tiae shuck hot.  After
this come cake and wine; then cigareties,
and after that beer.  This is the daily rou-
tine 1n the house of a well to-do citizen of
Mexico

Oysters.

That the American is the best for cook-
ing 18 accepted, and that of the cooking
oysters the Saddle Rock is king. Many
hundreds of barrels of these oysters are
sent to Eogland yearly, largely to noble-
men and genuemen who have visited this
country. lo Prince Albert’s lifetime, the
Dorlons always sent a barrel to Windsor
Castle for Christmas. It has been amus
ingly asserted by persons desiring to raise
the price, as 1n the case of the beef impor
tation, that this feeble transmission will
atfect the suppliyv, 1t does not even touch
it. In Eogland the suppiy has become
scant from the small fleld for oyster growth.
But no eye can see through the distance of
time the day when in the United States
with its vast coasts furnishing unhmited
fields of growth, there can come a dearth.
In Virginia, every season now the oyster
seed can be had for 25 ceuts a bushel, con-
talning some 25,000 seed oysters. In two
years, $1 a 100 can be obtained for the
crop. Of course, the natural enemies of
oyster here, a8 on the forvign coasts, are
many. Tnere are the star-fish, whieh
clasp the bivalves in their arms and rasp
away with the. natural files they carry
until the oyster itself is laid bare. Prawns,
too, attack the oyster when young with
great success. These little fairies may be
seen to ‘‘back” untill they get sufficient
room for a rush, and then go { ull tilt at
the tender shell, which they strike hard
enongh to pierce it with formidable beaks
‘T'his ramming is repeated until & conveni-
ent hole is made and then the prawn pro
cecds to teast upon the oyster. The crad
is, too, the deadly enemy of the oyster.
I'he crabs may be seen, 1t you look down
from your bost into the water, growling
about everywhere in search of a young

der to crunch. At times they seem to
0 jt for the purg pleasure of destruc ionf
Op they have been walched taking the
tant oysters in their pincers and crackiong
them ope after another as fast as they
could, or if the oyster is too big or strong
to be crushed to death, a crub wili he
quietly by until the valves open when,
quick as lightning, 1 goes one of the big
claws as a wedge to be followed by a
smaller one, with which the oyster is
pinched out to be eaten piecemeal. lns
France the oyster has an enemy of hisown
race, who, 1t is proplesied, will graduaily
drive hum out, as the Hanoverian ra’,
which Charles Watterton always calied the
prown, drove out the original black rat.
This is the Portuguese oyster, which is be-
lieved to have come irom the Tagus. It
8 inferior 1o quulity and flavor to the
Enghsh or French or our oyster, but is
much hardier and more pushing and grows
and multiphes at a vrodigious rate. L
does not crosa the ostrea edulis in love—
Sheridan says in one of his plays ‘‘an
oyster may be crossed in love”—but it
crows 1t out whenever a fooling canbe ob-
tamned. These Portuguese oysters have
brought down prices. The Archacon
breeders now sell small oysters for laying
down at $1 the thousand, the prices being
somewhat lower in the Mosvihan. Twelve
years ago they cost as much as £2 5s. a
thousand, or eight pence a dozen, for the
finest and twenty-eight sinllings for the
Portuguese. But at the doors of the best
provincial restaurants ‘‘the smiling, red-
cheeked ecaillieres” charge two shillingsa
dozen for green fins, though they can be
got for halt that pric: 1 tue seaside hotels.
None of these particuiar enemies, LOwev -
er, reach these shores, nor can any of the
others, which ours have in common with
the toreign oysters, make an impression on
our exhaustless supply. ‘I'ne enemies
which our fish have most to fear are those
cross-nets so shamefully permitte<, which,

kworked by steam-tugs and stretchag some-
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times for near a mile, sweep remorsely
the bottom of the water, carrying every-
thing spawn, young fish, and useless fish,
nto their smacks. Those which are of
value are picked out and vhe others care-
lessly left there. And the similar des-
tructive quality belongs to menhaden net-
ting fishery. When the larger fish find
themselves deprived of their food they
will soon seek fresh feeding fields. These
destructive nettings have already thinned
the supply of all other fish, Happily this
does not so much affect the favorite oyster
otherwise we should have a vigilance com-
mittee and a number of net vysterers hang-
ed, for all our great men, as those of other
countries, have been fonl of oysters. Most
of our great journalists have rejoiced 1n
them. The late Mr. Bennett was wont to
say that he enjoyed his midday dozen
more than any other meal, and Thurlow
Weed, now 1n his declining years, says he
finds more nourishment in them than in
any otner food. Our judges are all pat-
ronizers of this delightful delicacy and
tbeir most luminous charges have been al-
most 1nvariably aided by a preliminary en-
joyment of a score of Shrewsbury. Then
of statesmen, P’resident Arthur, when pre-
siding at the Custom House, might have
been seen daily at Mr. Boutherland's
counter,

They Dian’t Sell Stoves.

Four or five weeks ago, a woman with
an undecided look on her face entered a
Detroit hardware store, threaded her way
for sixty feet among coal stoves of every
pattern, and timidly iaquired :

““Do vou keep stoves here 7

‘“Yes'm.”

““Coal stoves 1"’

“Yes'm.”

She said she had been thinking of gettiig
a coal stove for the winter, and the clerk
took her in hand. He showed her how
the doors worked and how the dampers
were arranged, and the flues situated, and
he talked of the double drafts, great sav-
ings, inoreased cheetfulness, reduction in
price, and all that, and she said she'd
think it over and drop in agau.
In about three days the woman reap-
peared and inquired of the very same clerk
if they suld coal stoves. He replied that
they did sell one now and then, and he
cleared lus voice and began the usual
thirty-minute lecture on the Michigan, the
Detroit and the Peninsular base-burners.
The besutiful nickel-plate, the place for
the ter-‘tettle, the ornamental legs—the
anti-clinker shaker—ail pomts were tou
ched upon and prased and explained, and
the woman sa'd she wouldn’t take one
aiong under her arm just thea, but woutd
call agan. She called again that same
week, heard the same lecture from the
same clerg, and started for the baunk to
draw the money to pay for a base-burner.
That was the last seen of her for a week.
Then she walked softly ia and wnocently
inquired :
*‘I suppose you keep coal-stoves ”
“No ma'am,”’
*Not any kind
‘“Not a one. We used to, but went out
of the business a year ago.” -
There were twenty coal stoves on the
floor, but 1if she saw them, she did’t fet
on. She heaved a sigh of dssappointinent,
glanced around ner, and weant slowly out
with the remark.
“Well, I dou’t know as I want to buy
one, but I thonght it wouldn't do any
karm to look at some of the latest makes. ”

Jaipanvese Festivals.,

One curious custom in vogue is the ex-
libition of a fish on every house where a
boy has been born to the family during the
year. This showing 18 made during the
month of May, and on the fifth of that
month there 18 a high festival beld, the
relatives of the family making 1t the ocea-
sion of presenting gifts and tcys smitable
for boys, as well as giving clothung fitting
for the uttle chap. All sorts of child's
gear 18 to be seen on exhbition at this
time, and no boy 18 neglected. The boy
18 the prile ot the househeld, the parents
testifyine their joy in feasting all comers
now honor them by theit remembrances.
Fhe girl babies are not forgotton, but
they are accorded anotber day and a sepa-
rate festival time, this being the third day
of the third month—the third of March,
I'hen, instead of the fish floating as a sym-
bol, the doll 18 to be seen in abundaace,
and all the toys knowa to the girl world
are layishly displayed. - There is very
much of pride exlubited on both of these
child festivals, as the gifts presented are
ostentatiously displayed by the tond pa-
rents for the admiration of their friends.
Diminutive swits of armour, tiny swords
and bows and arrows, toy horses with full
suits of trappings—in face, every imagina.
ble thing that goes in the make up of the
Japinese warrier of the olden time are on
parade on the fitth of may, while the third
of March brings {orth all that 18 represen-
wative of the life and fancies of the feminine
gender. There are many who are not
content to await the full eveat of .the time
for the display of the fish emblem, so that
luring the iatter part of April 1t 18 no un-
common thing lo see au immense fish,
sometines two, so coastructed that it is
filed by the breeze, Hoatinz from a bam-
boo pole, beraiding the glory that has its
lodgment in the house from which 1t 1s
exhibited.

Razor Back Hog.

To the traveler through Texas, one of
the strangest and most peculiar features of
landscape is the razor-back hog. He:is of
Swiss cottage style of architecture. His
physical outline 13 angular 1o & degree un—
gaown outside of & text-book on the
science of geometry. The country razor-
back prowls arcund in the woods, and
lives on acorns, peanuts and roots ; when
he can spare time, he climbs under his
owner's fence, and assis's 1n harvesting
the corn crop. In this respect he is neigh-
borly to a fautt, and, when his duty to the
owner's crop will allow, he will readily
tura 1n aad asust the neighbors, even
working at night rather thin see h_ls crop
speil for want of attention. Crossing the
ruzor-back with biue blooded stock makes
but little improvement, The only effec-
tive way to improve him 18 to cross hun
with a railroad train, He then becomes
an mmported Berkshire or k’olund-(.)hma
hog, and 1f he does not kuock the train off
the track, the ratlroad pays for him at the
rate of $1 a pound, for which they are al-
lowed the mournful privilege of shoveling
the rewsins off the track. ‘I'ne bam of the
razor-back 18 more juicy than the hind leg
of an iron fire -dog. but not so fat as & pine

knot.




