TR

%

RTINS

i

At

feions s

-+

- i :
GOVERNOR'S'MESSAGE.
To the Senuté and House of* Representatives :

During the past year the people of this Com-
monwealth have had reason to be gratefal to
Almighty God for many blessings. The earth
has been fruitful, industry has thriven, and W}lh
the exception of the injury suffered by the eiti-
zens of seme of our border counties, through
the disgracefal barbarity of the rebel forces
which ravaged parts of them, and burned the
town of Chambersburg, we have no public mis-
fortune to lament. The year closes witk: a train
of Urilliant suecesses obtained by the armies of
the United States, inspiring hopa in every loy-
al mind that the accursed rebeilion will svon be
crushed, and peace be restored to our country.
The balance in the Treasury,

Nov. 30, 18563, was $2,147,331 70
Receipts doring fiscal year end-
ing Nov. 30, 1864,

4,733,313 02

Total in Treasory for fiscal year
ending Nov. 30, 1804,

The payments for the same peri-
od have been

6,880,644 72

Ral. inTreasury.

en showa by my procle-

mit of September lust, as
follows:
Am't of debt of Commonwealth

redaced,

As follows, viz:
Five per cent. loan of
the Commonwenlth, §
Taterest certificates re-
dn'u'u‘.ed,

—— 308,569 50

-

4,038,441 09}

Nov. 30, 1864, 1,942,203 63 |
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{ which I refer, I ¢
ture, in sowme detail, the circumstances connect-
ed with the advance by banks and other corpo-

 rations of the funds to pay the volunteer mili-

[ tia of 1863.

It is not necessary here to recapituolate them
at length. 'The case was pecuiiar, and it is be-
 lieved nune quite !ike it has occurred. The call
i for voluateers was made by the autt
the United States, but it being found that men
\‘u‘u‘l.,l not be got under that cail, the form of a
call by the State authorities for the defence of

I the State was, with the assent of the President,
| substitated.

: The United States agreed to fur-
nish the arms, subsistence and supplics, but it

priation covering ihe pay. In this state of
things, the emergency being great, the Sccreta-
ry of War telegraphed me, thus:

The fiscal year accounted for in the state-
ment of the i

easury Departuent, embraces |

the tinte from the Ist of December, 1853, to}..

the 30th of November, 186%i. The
fund year comumenced the first Monday i
tember, 1863, This will he &
ancy between the statement of the wurs
Department a3 to the reduciion of the public
debt of the State, and the statement embodied
in the pr
Amount of public debt of Penn-

syl

sty

exnii

selamation relative to the sivking fund.

vania, as it stood vn the 1st
r of December, 1863, $39,496,556 78
Deduet amount redeemed ut the

State Treasary during the fis-

cal year ending Nov.

Public debt Dec. 1, 1864,
Funded debt,
Unfunded debt,

36,379,693
Military loan, peract 15tk May,
1861,
>debt Dee. 1, 1864, 39,1
he Com holds
from the sale of public wo
$10,300,000, as fullows :
Pennsyvlva
bonds,
Philadelphia and Eris railroad

company bonds,

e
“‘H’,

9,403

rwonwealth bonds received

, amotuting to

a railroad company

6,800,000 00

3,500,600 00|

£10,300,000 94 !
in the sinkinz fund, and re- |

s debe 0§29 079,603 9

These hond
duce the publ

3,000,000 ¢0 !,

WasiincTos July 22, 1863.

| To ivs Freellency, Gov. A. G. Cwrtin :

Your telegraws respecting the pay of militia,
siled wut vnder your proclamation of the 27th
of June, have been referred to the President for
instructions, and have been under his consider-
‘ects me Lo say, that while no law
or appropriation aathorizes the payment, by
the General Government, of troops that have
not been wustered iuto the service of the Uni-
ted States, he will recommend to Congress to
make an appropriatiou for the payment of (roops
calied into State service to repel an actaal in-
vasion, including those of the State of Penn-
gylvania. 1If| in the meantime, you ean raise
the necessary amount, as has been done ia oth-

Ty N
1. ¢ W

j er States, the appropriation will be applied to

refuud the advaunce to thuse who made it. Mea-

| sures have been tuaken for the payment of troops

mustered into the United States service as svon

! as the muster and pay rolls are made out. The

auswer ol this departmest, to you as Governor

tof the State, will be given direetly to yourself,

Leucver the depuritment is prepared to make

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.
The banks and other corporativns refused to
advance the money vnless I would pledge my-
eif to ask an appropriation from the Legisia-
tare to refund it. It will be neticed that the
pledge of the President is clear and distinet,

| but, notwithstanding the money was paid and

the accounts settled and placed in the hands of
he President betore the meeting of Congress,
0 such recommendsatiun as promised me was
made, and for that reason the bill introduced

{ for that prupose fuiled. The men were raised

04,
The tax on tonnage wumposed Dy the acts vi | wow

30th April and 25th Auvast,

something less than $200,000—a much less sum

than was anticipzied. I recommend a revision |
of these acts foe the purpose of rendering this |

source

of revenue more prodoctive, and amend

1ofueta in those hills

e

under o act of the State so many of

Lave be Nadionai barks ander

our bavks

the act cof (

vagress, that tits svurce of reve-

be considered 25 suustautally extin

gue may

guished, and 1t

g will be NeCcsInry I sowe way

11T seurces.

e up tae

he Con
ﬁll:e

act of : the tuxation
Lo
in the

Sk > ol r
tue stock in the N
ol the

xation !

tate of

rate of taxali i
erty, and part of

1
the deficiency may be
provided for.

The amounnt of debt extinruished by the sink- |

ing fund during i 1S UGS 3
which 1s to be aceounted for Ly the extrac
& which have been incurvad. ¥
n pial to refund o
Ivanced by them to pay the volunteeis |
the Siate in !

Lhe yed

tie Lauks the

ug the invasion of

00 have Leen distributed among
of Chambersburg, suile
destruciion of their town
under the

been exy led

ling for the payment ol exira u

1»['1"-‘.

. . 1 FPQoutherr A
claims, and in addition to these extraordinary | DORiRem povder.

the int appropriated to charities

ouLiays,
ser than usual
1’ this

fast runoing to & areat abuse.

nmatte
i

lums, appear to be j

ubjects are of

because th

¥, pub-

1y managed, it seems to be nec

ECOnUIDI S
that thev should be more extensive than would
be required for the waats of a partieuls

ssary

: . y oot the
ty. But in our system, ordinary local charities | tae
are lelit to the eare of the respeciive
and to give the public money for their support

is really to tax the inhabitauts of all the coun- |

ties fur the bencfit of oae.

dertved from the tax on bunks | Siali

! matter before the L
| adjournment,

holders, not exceeding the j 10
yosed on other similar prop- | ¢ )
thus | that the appropriation by Congress was vigor-

! ously supported by 2il the members from this
! Siate, in both brancties. Having done every- |

of donations to |
ilou- | I appointed Tuspec

and insane, blind, aud deaf and |
per sabjects of | oL L

18G4, has viclded | eral Couch and .ﬂ.c other U. S. uﬂ'lcc')s in t!.is | formed of its Propr e i
| Department.  T'he troops were held in service (fat great evil results from the habit ot “grawe-

longer than the emergency for which they were
itel out required. Several of the reg

vere marched immediately into distant parts of

{ the State, by order of the officers of the army | (he date of these acts.

Q, dgiunst my repealed

LaCiig

‘rances. They were’ retained,

vavd

draft. Nearly, if not quite vae-half the money
was paid to troups thus beld, and after the elacr-
ney had expired.  Finding that the appropri-
ion was ligeily to fail in Cougress, T luid the
islature, just prior to their
Muy last, and an act of As-

in

tiona! banks ! sembly was immediately passed to veftind the ! tigled «“An act relating to corporations for me-

out oi the State I'reasury, which, as
stated, has been done. I vught to say

ve

tinenx
is jast ¢l
it the Legislature take the subject into con-
sideration with a view to induce proper action
by the President and Congr:

By the act of 22d August, 1864, T was au-
thorized to cause an immecdiate enroiltuent of

m ol the Stule, ! now recommend

8.

| the militia to be made, unless that recently made
I'by the U
ts | and to raise by volanteering or diait a corps of
ilitary | fifteen thousand men for the defence of our

pited States should be tound sutficient,

The tlnited States enroll-
ctive, I directed un

ment hewe found very de

| enroliment to be made, which is now in prog-

s of Uol. Lemwuel Todd, whom
tor General. A draft by the
United States was thon in progress, and it was
1Y% 3¢ hy ¢
ple by a
¢ draft

ress under cha

advizable to harads our g

azht

conlemporancous State dratt, even

Bs. . LS e tiaats) o e resent’ law it
urd to be usefn), and well and | bad been praciicable under tae prescut law

| Volunteers could not be obtained, there beiug
and tiie mew not bet exempted

no bounties,

coun- | by their ealistmment in thdt corps from draft by

United States. Fortaunately the United

localities. | States placed an army, under Gen. Sheridan,

| between us and the enemy, and thus provided
ctfectually tor our defence. ~ With such adequate
| protection, as proved by the brilliant campaizgn

2
The national taxation is heavy and must j of that army, I'did not think it nght to incar

probab!

be made heavier, and tlic loeal taxes |t

he expense te the State of an independent ar-

o o . - - o 3 La wl o ’ F § b . DAy
authoriged by unwise legislation and paid by | my, and the withdrawal of so many of our peo

our people are cXcessive,
cumstarces, we

Inview of these cir- | ple from their humes and parsuits.

Meanwlhiile

should endeavor to avoid in- | arrangements have been made with the author-

3¢ T . s =
créasing théir burdens by making undue appro- | 11ies at Washington for arming, elothing. sub

priations for any purpose.

It being alleged that the Atlantic and Great
Western ruiiroad” esmpany “has ‘not in various
particulars obeyed the faws by which it was in-
corporated, the Attorney General (on the sug-
gestion of  partics claiming 0 be thefeby injur-
ed) has filed an information in equily against

- .- . . 1
that company, se(-kmg an injunciion to prevent |

a continuance of ils past, and the persistence
in its intended illegal course.
Since my last annual message on the report

of John A. Wright, Esq, that the Sunbury | so raised and put ink
and Euie railroad was finished, I ordered the ! my Judgmem,.be sufficie
in the treasury to be delivered | econuvmy requires that no more than are .su.ﬂi-
The remaining |
1 be oiganized, and ready for service !

bonds remaining
to the company.
It is a subjs

completed, and whilst it opens a large and weal-

thy pait of the State to the commerce of the | tor Gen
seaboard, und unites capital and enterprize with- law which

ject of just pride to the people of | 10,000 wi. : 1, ai f v
thia Commonwealth, that this great work is | 10 case of necessity. I invite your immediate |
! attention to the very able report of the Inspec-
neral, which sets forth the defects in the
be has discovered in his preparation

i sisting and supplyiag the corps at the expense

! of the United States, and an order has been
| given by the suthbrities of the
| furlough such volunteers in the corps as may be
{ drafted by the United States. The corps so
privileged nut tdexceed 5,000 men. It is my

intention to raise 5,000 men during the winter, |

and 1 huve already adopted moasures to that
| end.

| cient should be placed on pay-

{n our borders, it secures to the Commonweaith | for carrying it tto practical eifect.

the payment of sums due her from the company. |

In my special message of 30th April last, to

0

horities of of all our volunteers, officers, soldiers and their

was alleged that Congress had made no appro- |

n.conts.

i
i as was | : t
alleged, to preserve the peace and enforee the | giiciaated in ihe desicn of surprising the Com- | ing of .the ecourt, they disappeared from the | g designated for such State.

Joited States to | this product

-

ommunicated to the Legisla<| I communicate herév;ith 1h\;-—t.tb;)rts of Col(‘)l»vrelr

f Jordan, at Washington, and Col. Chamberlain,
agent for the Soathwest. The provisions of the
{ law requiring the agents to collect moneys due
I by the Uunited States to soldiers, have been be-
neficent. A reference to their reports will show
the magnitude und usetuiness of this branch of
their service. I desire to invite the attention

; families to the fact that the State agents will
; collect all their claims on the Government gras
| tuitously, as I bave reason to helieve that many
are still ignorant of that fact, and are greatly
tmposed upon by the ' exorbitant commissions
» charged by private claim agents.

Under the act of the 6t of May, 1864, I
appointed Hon. Thomas H. Burrowes to take
| eharge of the arcangements for the education
j of the orplians of soldiers. I commwaunicate
| berewith a copy of his report on the subject:
| He has discharged his duties with commenda-
“ble zeal, fidelity and eificiency. I earnestly

recommend that a permanent and liberal appro-
priation be made to support this just and wor-
thy scheme of beneficence.

I recommend that an appropriation be made
for pensions to the voluntesr militia men. (or
their families.) who were killed or hurt in the
service in the years 1862 and 1863. As sol-
diers sometimes arrive here who are insane,
; and who should be protected and cored for, I
recommend that provision be made for their be-
ing placed in the State Asylum. for the Insane,
at this plzce, and kept until netice can be giv-
en to the authorities of their respsctive coun-
ties, who shounld be 10uired to remove and care

| for them.

I feel it to ba my duty to invite your serious

| attention to the evils growing out of the system
of passing acts of incorporation, for purposes
. which are provided fir by general laws. We
| have passed aets anthorizing crhaiters to be ob-
tained without special legislation. These acts
{ have been generally prepared with come care,
and contain the provisions which the Legisla-
! ture thought necessary to protect the Common-
wealth and her citizens. If these general laws
are not fouud to answer such purposes, they
should be amended and perfected. - It suy com-
pany desires to be incorporated ~with greater |
privileges than ara conferred, or to ve relieveq
from any of the eunditions imposed by these
acts, it appears tv me that it should be requi {
red first to obtain 2 charter under the genecral |
faws, und thea apyly to the Legislatvre for an
act making the changes which arve desired.  The
;{;lcpj,igp‘uf._g_lm"%ﬂglsiutnre will thus be drawn
v eud s judgwent can be

ing privileges to a corporation by a mere refer-
' ence to some former privale act relating to oth-
er corporations, sometimes without cven giving

| ping detection, and the prospect of new guins

two essential objects: of, 1. The admission of
legal and exclusion of illegal votes at the polls;
and, 2. Faithful and correct returns of the
votes actually polied. I communicats here-
with the opinion of the Attorney General on
the conflicting returns for the Sixteenth Con-
gressional District, which will show some of
the practical difiicultics which arise under the
existing system. Without undertaking to rec-
ommend the adoption of any pariicular plan,
I sabmit the whole subjeet to your careful and
eamest consideration, in the hope that in your
wisdom you will be able to devise some meas-
ure which will produee the result so essential
to the existence of a free government: that
voteés shall be fairly taken in the first instance,
and fairly counted and returned afterwards.

I have endeavored since I came into office
to exercise as cautiously as possible the powers
confided to the Executive, and avoid usurping
any, I shall endeavor to persist in this course
to the end.

A new call has been made by the President
for.300,000 men. 'This readers it proper that
I should invite your attention to the evils which
have resulted from abuses of the system of lo-
cal bounties which was begun, in an emergen-
¢y, by the voluntary and generous loyalty of
our citizens, before the passage by Congress of
the enroliment act, and bas since been contin-
ued by sundry acts of Assembly. The resuit
has been to the last degree oppressive to our
citizens, and unproductive of corresponding
benefit to the Government. In some counties
and townships it is believed that the bounty tax,
during the last year, exceeded the average in-
come derived froms the land. The large sums
offered in some places in the competition for
men, have demoralized many of our people,
and the most atrocious frauds conneeted with
the system have become common. The men of
some of the poorer counties have been nearly
exhausted by their volunteers being credited to
richer localities paying heavier bounties. The
system us practiced, lowers the morale of the |
army itsclf, by putting into the ranks men aet-
uated by merely mercenary motives, and who
are tempted to desert by ‘the facility of esca-

by re-enlistinent, a process which they expect
to be able to repeat an indefinite number of
times. Of the number of men for whom boun-
ties have been paid, it 1s believed that not vne-
{sarth have been actvally placed in the ranks
of the army, and even those who bave joined |
it have probably not on an aveange received for |
their.cwn use one-half’ of the bounty paid for
&‘:em. Immense sums, have thus been appro-
Wi odbvidiaate and swindlers  in many ca-
agencies of the Government. : |
" An effort was made to prosecute some of
the parties concerned 1u such frauds under the

All these practices are

althoough they may LVe PUISUCU Oy pt- |

nly
Y

bad, and

ties having no bad iatention, vet they certé

monwealih into grants of privileges which it |
| was known could not be obtained if their ex-
tent were understood, and they are often lol-
i lowed new for the same fraudulent purpose.

| Istrongly recommend the repeal cf the act
! passed the 18th day oi July, A. D. 1833, en-

| chanical, manulacturing, mining and quarrying
purposes.” ;

Its provisions are found to be practically so
inconsistent with the due protection of the cit-
izens and with the just policy of the (,":m':).).rE

1y power tu procure the payment of | waglth, that it oughi not to be allowed twstand | of men furnished by the State and the deficien-

longer on our statute book. I approved the
cat relactance, and sab-

act 1 (uestion with g
sequent reflection and observation bave satisfi-
ed me of its mischieveus character.

also recommend the repeal of an act pass-
_Cﬂl the 224
“A furiher supplement to an act passed the
224 dav of Julv, A. ). 1863, entitled “A fur-
ther sti‘xplrnh-ﬁl to an act to enable joiant ten-
ants and tenants in common, aad adjoining own-
ers of mineral lands in this Commonwealth, to

manace and develop the same.”

| This act allows foreign corporations to hold | sylvania have thus been robbed of more than

i three hundred acres of land in this State for
mining purposes. It was passed, it is believed,
for the purpose of emabling companies near our
border enpgaged in the wanaficture of iron, to
hold lands zs ore banks. DBut under the idea
that the sinking of an oil well is mining, it is

day of July, A.D. 1853, entitled | credited. It is probable that there are very
! | few counties in the State which have not paid

believed that companies have
ganized under
that more will be, f

State.
on this question by repealing the act. These
companies, being fureign corporations, are not
within the control of our laws te the extent
that they onght to be for the purposes of taxa-
tion and regulation. .

The immense develorment of wealth in some

of our western counties by the discovery of oil,
has added vastly to the resources of the Com-
| monwealth.

I-have made efforts to ascertain the value of
during ihe last year, but have
failed in procuring information sufficiently ac-
curate to justify me in estimating itz amount.
It is already vast, and is rapilly increasing.

The productions and manufactures of the
State have become so diveraified and abun-

T lhiere may occur irruptions of irregular ,dant that some measure should be taken for an
| budies of the rebels, and it is well 10 be provi- | accurate ascertainment of them, so that their| 5 jimited term therein. :

ded against them. The number propused to be | extent may be generally known, and aleo that | tom that an incoming Governor should not is-
into actual service, will, in |'the necessary taxation may be intelligently im- | gye a warrant of execution in cases left unact-
nt, and a regard to due | posed.

I recommend for these purposes the
| ereation of- a Burcan, of which the Auditor
| General and State Treasurer shall be members,
and the head of which shall be a new officer,
| to be styled Commissioners of Statistics, or des-
ignated by any other appropriate title.

The act of 25th August, 1864, providing for
the voting of soldiers, should be carefully ex-
i amined, with a view to its amendment, and, in-

The State agencies at Washington and in the | deed, a revision of our whole election laws
' Southwest are in active and successful operation.

' would séem to be desirable, with a view to the

already been or- | y d
the laws of other States, and | gallant soldiers in the field in crushing this re-
or the purpose of holding| 1
lands 2nd carrying on the oil business in this { and of regard for our brothers wl.o are now in
Tt would be better to remove all doubt | the face of the enemy, obliges us to spare no ef-

Commonwealth by the existing state of affairs
renders it absvlutely necessary that the clerical
force of his department should be increased.—
The making out of commissions for our large
army of volunteers in the field, and the prepar-
ations of election blanks required by law to be
sent to the army—the receipt, filling and record-
ing the returns of the soldiers’ votes—the en-
rollment of the yeaily increasing nuwber of
acts of Assembly, and eharters obtained under
geaeral laws and the making out of letters pa-
tent for them—-all these, together with the pre-
vious heavy daties of the office—form an ag-
gregate, the weight of which must ultimately
treak down his few subordinates, diligent, faith-
fol and enduring as they are.. I recommeud,
thercfore, that provision be promptly made to
meet the necessities of this case.

It isa subject of just congratulation that not-
withstanding the distracted condition of the
country, our system of common schools contin-
ues to flourish. The report of the Superinten-
dent, which I herewith transmit, shows that
there has been an increase of scholars during
the past year. It is important to secure as
teachers a sufficient number of men of suitable
education and ability, and with a view to this
object, I suggest for your considerativn the ex-
pediency of making out of the school fund it~
self some provision for the support of sueh
teachers as shall after a given termn of s rvice
Lecome superanuated or disabled while in tha
performance of their duties. ,
Of the fund placed in my hands by the acts
of the 16th May, 1861, aud on the 4th of May,
1854, and to be appropriated in my judement
in military service, I have expended in the last
year $5,124 68 in support of the ageney at
Waskington—up nntil the 30th of May last,
for'my personal staff and other military service,
an account of which is settled in the office of !
the Auditor General.

No similar appropriation will be required at
this session.

A bill was intreduced and passed the House !
at the last session of the Legislature providing |
for the appointment of a commission to ascer-
tain the dumages doae in the counties of Bed-
ford, ¥ulton, Franklin, Camberland, York
Adams, by the rebel army in 1863, which fail-
ed in the Senate for want of time.

I commend to your consideration the propri-
ety of the passage of such a bill during the
present session. It is just to the people of these
counties who have suffered, as weil as to the
Government, that these damages should be
faivly ascertained and the evidence perpetuated,
whatever may be the view to be taken on fu-

hlvvgncqumideralion by the United States or State
claims: : :

ol monip
Major General Hancock has been aulbonized
by the War Department to raise a corps of vet-

act of Assembly of 14th August last, and they
~d over bt the Mavor of thie eity, but

after the witnesses had come here on the meei- i
putlic eye. I recommend the whole subject to
your careful consideration, that the system may
be purged of these evils. p

I am officially informed that the quota of
this State, nmh:r the recent cal, is 66,999, but
[ am not informed of the principle on which
the draft is to be made.
" Tt appears from the President’s prociamation
that it is made chiefly to supply an : leged de-
ficiency in former calls. T am surprised at the
amount of this large deficiency, and can enly
account for the difference between the number

assiznment of the

ey allered to exist in the
pdrﬂ-cnt quota, by the assamption that the men
never reached the army, although enlisted and
mustered after the payment of bounties by the
ies to which they were supposed to be

loea

Jaree bounties fur a number of men sufficient
to fill their furmer quotas.

Taking the local bountics at the low average
of four hundred dollars, it 15 believed that it
can be demonstaated that the people of Penn-

twelve millions of dollars during the past year.
This estimate does not include :he money fraud-
ulently taken from men who have actually gone
into the service.

The continnance of these monstrous and un-
parallrled abuses cannot be tolerated.

Certainly more men are reguired to aid our

bellion, and every consideration of patriotism

fort to raise the necessary force.

In June last T gave letters to.a committee of
the prison society of Philadelphia, requesting
that the members of the committee might be
allowed to visit and examine the prisons and
peor-houses thronghout the Commonwealth.
I transmit with this communication a copy of
the report made to me by the society of the re-
sults of their labors, and commend the same to
your attention with a view to the adoption of
proper measures to reform the abuses which
have been found to exist.

In connection with this subject, I again call
vour attention to the expediency of providing
for the reception in the penitentiaries, of per-
sons convicted of murder in the first degree, and

!ed on by bis predecessor,

who may be pardoned on condition of serving
It hLas become a cus-

and it not unfre-
’ quently happens that even in cases which are
| recent, while some punishment should be inflic-
| ted, that of death may appear to the Execu-
tive to be too severe. The resalt is that there
are at this time, in the various prisons, some
eighteen or twenty persons under nemem.of
death, and who may lie there for an indefinite
period of time. ;
The vast amount of additional Iabor which

erans, to be called the First Corps. One of
the regalations is that on application by the
Governor of any State, recruiting officers will
I have been re-
quested Wy General Hancock to make such ap-
plication, but have hitherto declined to comply
with the request. It appears to me that the
Familics of men raised cn the plan adopted by
the War Department would probably not be
entitled to the relief provided by our own laws
for the families of volurteers. I haveinquired
of General Hancock whether the proposed
corps is to form part of the regular army or of
the volunteer force, and if the latter, under
what act of Congress it is to be raised.  He
has referred that communication to the War
Department, from which I have as yet received
no answer to it.

The following letters have passed betwcen
Gen. Hancock and myself on this subject:

PExysyrvaNia Exgecutive CHAMBER, }
Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 20th, 1864.

GexNeraL :—I received your letter at the mno-
ment of my departure for Philadelphia on Mon-
day last. Ireturned this morning and hasten
to reply,

Having no knowledge of the crganization of

pears in the newspapers and orders, I will be
oblired if you will inform me if it is to be re-
zarded as a part of the regular army of the
United States or as part of the volunteer ser-
viee.

If it is part of the army of the United States,
I certainly have no connection with it, as Cov-
ernor of the State. If itis organized as vol-
unteers, be pleased to inform me under what act
of Congress.

I need not say, General, that I would be
most happy to do all in my power personally
and officially to raise a foree to be commanded
by you. Can we not raise yon two or three
reziments in Pennsylvania, in the usual man-
ner and according to the act of Congress, for
your corps? Of course, I would consult vou
in the selection of officers and only commission
where you approved.

I cannot understand the importance of my
asking that persons be sent to Pennsylvania
to induce veterans to go to the District of Col-
umbla to enlist. I certainly will do nothing
to embarrass the nlan proposed.

We have benefits, by general and special leg-
islation in Pennsylvama, which attach te the
volunteer and his fumily. While I will do noth-
ing todeter the veterans of the State from en-
tering your corps, I hesitate to connect myself
with a mode of enlistment which may deprive
them of such benefits, unless it is my duty un-
der the law.

I am, General, very respectfully, your obe-

dient servant,
A. G. CURTIN.
Maj, Gen. WinkteLp S. ITaNcock.
HeapQuarters Firsr Conps,
WasHiRGToN, D. C., Dec. 31; 1864.

To His Excellency Hon. 4. G. Curtin, Goveraor

of Pennsylvania :

Sir: I have the honer to acknowledge the
receipt of your communication of the 29 iust.,
and have referred the same to the War Des

has been impcsed upon tne Secretary of the

partment. I thank you for your kiad expree-

the corps you are to command than what ap- i

December 5th : o
I cannot see how volunteers for this covps

from your State lose any of the advantages at-

taching to those for other organizations.

They are credited to the localities where thay
or their families are domiciled, and comnt on
the quota of your State. s
It should be borne in mind that this is an
effort to get men into service who are not sub-
ject (o a draft.

I have the honor to remain, very respecifully,
your obedient servant, ;

WINFIELD S. HANCOCK,
Mzj. Gen. U. 8. Volunteers, commanding Firas
Corps.
The only act of Congress for raising velun-
teers that I am aware of, requires that the
fieid and line officers shall be commissioned by
the Governors of the several States. The men
in this corps are not to be formad into organi:
zations ef the respective States, anditis pro:
posed that its officers shall be appointed by the
General Government. I know of no act of
Congress or of Assembly under which men so
1aised will be entitled to pensions or their fom-
ilies to benefits from the United States or State
Government. In addition, 1 will observe that
without any feeling of jealousy, I am still not
ready t0 participate actively in transferring to
the United States iilegally the right of appeint-
ment vested in the State, and which the State
authorities can exercise with more discrimina-
tion by reason of havieg a greater familiarity
with the merits of the citizens eof their own
State, than the United States aunthorities can
possibly have. I will transmit any further
communication that [ may receive ou this sub-
ject. It will be perceived by reference to the
correspondence, that I have offered to raise, in
the manuer provided by law, two or three reg~
imeats of veterans fur Hancock’s Corps. My
desire is fo assist the Government in every le-
gal mode ia raising men, and especially to facilie
tate an officer—a native Penusylvanian—so
distinguished as General Hancock, in his efforts
tu organize a new cerps. i
I shaii shrow no obsiaeles in his way on the
present occasion, but I cannot, certainly, be
expected to invite a violation of laws in carry-
i1g out a plan which sacrifices the rights of
the State under existing laws, and wonid leave
the men unprotected by them, so far as concerns
future provision for their comfort and that of
their families.
I will farther observe that it appears by the
report of the Adjutant Geaeral, herewith trans-

{ mitted, that the State, under the system estab-

lished by lsw, has put into the military servics
of the United States since the commenceinent
of the war, the following nuber of men: viz.:
Troops sent into service during 1864,

Organizations for three years term, 9,867
Organizations for ene hundred
day’s term, 7,695
Organizations for one year term 16,094
Volunteer recruits, 26,557,
I}_x'ﬂflgd men and substitutes, 10,651
e s 2.97¢
Infantry, 13,862
C:\vaTr.‘v' 2.834
Artillery, . 799
Accredited to other States 389
———17,876
91,694

Troops sent into the service of the U. States since
the commencement of the rebeliion, wnchuding
the ninety days militia i the departments of 'the
Monongahela and Susquehanna, o 1863

During the year 1861, 430,594
Do Do 1862, 71,400
Do De. 1863, 43,046
Do Do 1864, 73,828

Re-enlistmeat of Penunsylvania volun-
teers 17,876

336,444

The twenty-five thousand militia of 1864 are
not included in this statement.

I call the attention of the Legislature to the
teport of the Surveyor General, herewith pre-
sented, and commend the suggestions made by
| that officer to your consideration.

| This message is accompanied by full reports

| of all the military departmeats. They exhibit

the large amount of service performed during
i the past year, and contain a full history of all

the military operations of the State. Many
valuable recommendations are made i them to

promote the efficiency of our volunteers, and the.
comfort of the sick and wounded, which I com-
mend to your earnest and immediate attentiun.
It 2ffords me great satisfaction to bear my tes-
timony to the ability, diligence and fidelity of
all the officers of these several departments.

Before closing this message I desire to advert
to the delay which has sometimes occured in
the passage of the general appropriation bill.
It is necessary that thisbill should become a law,
as otherwise the action of government would
be stopped. To delay its presentation to  the
Executive as was done at the last rogular session,
till a late hour of the night before the morning
fixed for the final adjournment, is to deprive the
people of their right to have all acts submitted
to the revision of the Legislature befere becom-
ing laws, in case the Execative ghould not ap-
prove them. 1f there Liad been time, Ishould
probably have retarned the apprepriation bill
of last year for such revision, a5 when I had
the opportunity of deliberately examiniog it,
1 found provisions which I could not have ap-
proved, but that opportonity was denied me be~
fore the Lill had become a law, and, in fact, as-
the Legislature was on the point of adjoura~
ment, the only quesiion presented to me was
whether that bill should become a law withous
amedment or the necessities of the government
remain unprovided for, "

The gailaniry of our soldiers in the field still
shedslustre on the Commonwealth, and that their
merit is appreciated by a gemerous people is
shown by the continued and cheerful liberality
with which the man and women of the State
contribute of their means for.their comfort and
welfare. May. the blessing of God be on those
brave men who have stood by the countzy
through the dark bours of her trial.

: . A.G.CURTLY,
Executive Chamder, Harrisburg, Jan. 4, 1864,




