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SPEECH OF
HON. B. F. MEYERS,
OF BEDFORD COUNTY,
Duioered in the House of Representatives, March
8, 1864, on the oill to provide compensation for I
lowses sustained from rebel rawds ete.

The legal views which I hold, in connection,
] believe, with this side of the House, in re-
to the resolution - offered by the gentleman
Washington, which it is sought to in-
wrporate in the bill now before the House, were
10 slearly and fully expressed the other evening,
by my friend from Luzerne, (Mr. Flukes,) that
i would be w work of supererogation for
e o re-state them ut this juncture of this dis-
asion. But, gir, it may not be altogethér im-
proper, or inopportune, to add a few thoughts
o the able and elaborate urgument of the gen-
tean to whom I have just referved.

The resolution of the gentleman from Washing-
ton § of the rebel invasion, which occurred
Jast v, u8 hiving been superinduced by
wagnivance and encourngement” on the part of
gtizens of this Commonwealth, Now, [ sulimit,
Mr. Speaker,, whether such ‘‘connivance and
wcouragement” usis alluded toin this resolution
does menn +*aid and camfort” to the enemy?
And if it does not mean *‘aid and comfort” to
the enemy, does it not mean ‘‘treason?”’ And
if it means “treasun,” why do not the gentlemen
who suy that they huve knowledge, orthat they
are induced to believe, that this rebel invasion
was superinduced by the ‘‘connivance and en-
couragement” of citizens of Pennsylvania, make
information before the proper authorities, and
have those persons whom they say they believe
tobe thus guilty, prosecuted for treason accord-
ing to the laws of the country ?

Mz. Speaker, the gentlemnan from Luzerne o-
mitted, in his discussion of this questign, one
thing which ought to have been referred to.
I have reference to that clause of the Constitu-
tion of the State of Pennsylvania, which declares
“hat no | erson shall be att:finted of treason or
felony by the Legislature.” Now this resolution
proposes to erecta board of appraisers, and to
confer upon them the power of trying persons
for *“disloyulty,” which, if it means anything,
when applied to our form of government, must
mean “‘treason.” It is proposed, then, by this
resolution, to confer upon this board of apprais-
ers the power of trying treason and attainting
of treasun—a power expressly prohibited by the

¢

they might say it by way of a joke, in imitation

of their great chiet at Washington. |
But, to look at this matter seriously, the gen-
tleman from Waslington undertakes to define the
word “loyaity.” He says: *“While I am on the
floor, I will say that my ideas of loyalty are
these: that # man shull support and defend the
Constitution of the Union at all custs and at all
sacrifices.”

Now I would just ask the gentlsmen on the
other side of the House, whether they“idre wil-
ling to defend this Union at all hazards and all
sacrifices 7 I have no doubt they will answer in
the affirmative. But, let me ask them whether
in & certain event, they would be willing to lay
aside their prejudices tosupport this Union? Sup=
puse that the people of the Southern States now
in revolt ag this Gover: t, would signi-
fy their willingness to throw down their arms
and return to thewr allegiance to the government,
subject anly to such penalties as may beinflict-
ed upon them by Congress under the Constitu-
tion, would the gentlemen on the other side of
the House be willing to receive them ¥ [Cries of
“yes,” “yes.”] Would yowbe willing toreceive
them without making any -qualification or bar-
guin in regard to the institution of slavery? [No!
No!] That is the point Mr. Speaker; they ure not
willing to give up their peculiar notions in re-
gard to the institution of slavery, to save this
Union. I am willing, for my part,-to yield
every prejudice, every feeling I have upon that
subject, in order to save this glorious Governs
ment of our fathers. But, the presses, the
orators and the leaders of the Republican party,
in Congress and out of Congress, have declared,
over and over again, that the Union shall not
be restored as it was —with ‘stavery protected
under it. ‘Therefore, they are not ‘“‘uncondi-
tional Union” men. ‘T'hey claim to be uncon-
ditionally for the Union. They are only con-
ditional Union men. We are the unconditional
Union men—we, who ask notbing but this—
that the people in revolt against this Govern-
ment shall throw down their arms and return
to their allegiance. But the gentiemen on the
other side of the Houde are unwilling to receive

|

au trom Dauphin is guilty of imiprision

g‘,n eI
and ought to be fined and misprison-

of treason,

| ed, according tothe laws of the Commonwenlth."|

Mr. ALLEMAN. Will thegentleman from
Bedford allow me to expluin?

Mr. MEYERS. . Certainiy. |

Mr. ALLEMAN. I preferred charges to!
Mujor-Gen. Schenck, and sent him to Schenck, |
and he imprisoned him in Fort M'Henry [Ap-|
plawse on the Republican side.] !
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to the madness of the hour, it was well worth
our while to pause aud ask, *“Whither are' we
whom I have very great respect as & member
of this Houte, when speaking uf Turks (Gen.
Butler, I beleive, was cailed a Turk in a poemn
wiich the gentlemun read,) eaid that he would
like 10 have just such Turks in Pennsylvania.
Well, now, 1 would just remind the gentleman
thut there i» an old suying, and I believe a true
one, that *“One renegade is worse thun ten
Turks;” and, thereture I think that Chester
county could supply the whole State. (Laugh-
ter.) But, Mr. Speaker, if that would not suf-
fice, then 1 d to the gentl a cer-
tain Brigadier Gen. Gantt, late of the rebel
army, but later still of the army of Abolition
stump orators.
Mr. SCHOFIELD. Wehave had him here.
Mr. MEYERS. My friend suggests that we
bad lum here. We had him here upun the
motion of Republican members of this House
1 did not know, when I voted to give bim the
hall, thut he was still a rebel against the Con-
stitution, as I found out ufier his speech, or I
wouldnot have voted as Idid. ' Now, Mr. Speak-
er, if there is any ditficulty about getting a Turk
to do the business of that particular breed of
persons in this State, I will just recommend - to
the gentlemag from Chester, Gen. Gantt, who
id, in & speech dowh South:
] can tell you how we did a whining Yan-
kee out in Arkansus a few days ago. He got
to making too free use of incendiary langunge.
Our boys took him in hand. They carried him
where “a convenient und friendly hmb protrad-
ed from the body of a sturdy vak. They fas-
teued one end ot the rope to the limb, and the
other around his neck and elevated him.

I think that Gen. Gantt would do very well
for & Turk.®

Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a few words
more in regard to this question “of loyalty. I
believe there is another test of loyalty to which
1 have not referred, that is the one-tenth prin-
ciple, lately announced by the great philosopher
of the White House. Itisto be, 1 have no
oubt, a test of loyalty. One-tenth of the peo-

tending?”” The gentleman from Chester, for | &f

Mr. MEYERS. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman | d ) ] N »
preferred churges against him to Gen. “chenck, | ple who were. lately in rebellion against this
and Gen. Schenck regarded the,charges and the | Government, are tohave as much power, under
proofs so much that he liberated the mun a- | this new peinciple about to be, established by
gainst whom the charges were preferred, without | the President of the United States, as ten-tenths

the Southern people back into this Union unless
the institution of slavery be blotted out.

Now, I say, Mr. Speaker, that the true un-
conditional Union man is he who is willing and

anxious that the people in revolt shall return to |
their alleginnce to the Federal Government, amd |
who will use every effort in his power to bring |
about such a result. He is a man who will im-
pose upun them no conditions as to any of their
State institutions not.in conflict with the Con-
itutiont of the United States. He who acts

Constitution of Pennsylvania from exercise by
the Legislature of the State. It is attempted to
invest a cieature of the Legislature with a pow-
erwhichis denied to the Legislatureitself. Hence,
Mr. Speaker, Itake it that this resolution isclear- |
lyin violation of the Constitution—that it is in
derogation of the fundumental law of the State,
and that we, the members of this House, having
taken a solemn oath to support the Constitution
of Pennsylvania, will violate that oath by voting
for the resolution of the gentleman from Wash-
ington. .

I'do not intend, sir, as I said before, to argue
this question from a legal point of view. The
impolicy of adopting this resolution at this time,
should weigh as heavily against it as its uncon-
sfitutionality. If you puss it as it stands, you
wy to the world that the people of Penusylva-
nia are what you call ‘‘disloyal;” you say that
there are persons here in sympathy with the re-
bellion; you say to the British Parliament—you
say to the Corps Legislatif of France—that there
are people here who, by their ‘“‘connivance and
wncouragement” of the rebellion, superinduced
the invasion of Pennsylvania by the rebel army.
My friend from Chester (Mr. Smith) spoke of
casting odium upon the State, when we under-
took, sume weeks ago, to investigate the condi-
tion of the military camps about this city. It
was said by my honorable friend that Fennsyl-
vania would be disgraced if it were to be ac-
knowledged that our soldiers had been negiected
by the military authorities of the Commonwealth.
Now -} submit to the gentlemen on the other
side of the House who took that position then,
whether it would not be better now t¢ think a-
bout this matter of ‘“‘casting odium upon the
State of Pennsylvania.” &

But, I supnose, Mr. Speaker, that it is not ex-4
pected that I should make an argument upon
this resolution, or upon the bill before the House.
That does not seem to be the order of these dis-
cussions, General Politics scems to be in com-
mand wh we ble to this res-
olution. It hus been said that this debate has
taken a very wide scope—hns been of a very
ramblifig character. ‘There is no doubt about
it. It has gone into the very deepest slough of
politicul deviltry—if I may use the expression.

Now, Mr. Speaker, what is thé meuaning of
the term “loyalty 17 Webster accepts the defi-
wition.of Clarendon, who says ‘that it is ‘-
dolity to a pitnce or sovereign, & husband or lov-
er.”  Qur friends on the other side of the House
have ng doubt ‘luoked at this definition - of the

word, and they imagine that the President of
the United S:utes, to whom they say we must
be “loyal,” is the Prince of darkness, orthe King
of Duhomey, because of the peculiar tendency
of Liis mensures towards a certain color.

Then, as to “fidelity to a husband,” although
I'do not know that Abrabam Lincoln, the Pres-
ident of the United States, has married this na-
tion, yet the other side of the House, by the ten-
or of their argnment, would have us believe that
he has. I have no doubt, that after a while,
when the present President of the United States
comes to *‘shufile off this mortal coil,” it will be
a test of “loyalty” us to whether the people of
this nation will sacrifice themsclves upon his
tomb, as the Hindoo widow is required to im-
molate herself upon the funeral pyre of her hus-
band. - [Laughter.] .

Thén, again, as to ‘‘fidelity to a lover,” there
ia hardly a member upon this floor who will say
that the Presidentof the United States is a lov-
et of this nation. Some ofthe gentlmen on the

'al, but a conditional Union man.

upon any other principle—~who, for example,
will permit their returnto the Union only.on
condition that they yield up their negro slaves,
abjure their State institutions and take oaths to
support all the proclamations and vagaries of
the President of the United States, past, pres-
ent and to come—is plainly not an uncondition-
Such a man
may shout himself hoarse in glorification of the
war, he may sing unending hosannas to the Pres-
ident of the United States, he may bow down
at the shrine of shoddy and worship the ebony
idol of Abolitionism; nay, Mr. Speaker, he may
even be an apostle of the new gospel of ¢Mis-
cegenation;” but, sir, he is no friend of the
Union—nhe is rather- its insidious and implaca-
ble enemy. "A satirist of the present day por-
trays the character of such a Union man very
graphically and aptly:

«Union 2’ a man may cry at every word,

With much less patriotism than other people

A crow’s not reekoned a religious bird,
Because it keeps a cawing from the steeple.””

So it is with our friends of the other side.
They are always cawing “Union!™. “Union!”
and yet they will not permit the Union to be re-
stored, except upon their own peculiar theory.

Mr. Speaker, I shall not undertake to follow
the devivus windings of this debate; but certain
references have been made not only to the Dem-
ocratic party, of which I claim to be an hum-
ble member, but to the Democratic party of my
own locality; andit becomes my duty to make
some response to some of the aspersions of the

any.trial at all. [Applause on the Democratic
side.]

‘The injustice that has been done to Henry J. |
Stahle, the editor of the Gettysburg Compller,i
amounts to a perfect outrage. = Sir, that man,
instead of giving aid and comfort to the enemy
by puinting out the place of concealment- of:
Union soldiers, as charged by the gentleman
from Dauphin, had secreted in his house, at the
time of the rebel occupation ot Gettysburg, a
sick colonel of the Union army—and the only
time that he went out of his house, whilst the
rebel forces occupied or were near the town, (a8
there are affidavits on file to prove, and the gen-
tleman from Dauphin can see them if he will
go to Gen. Couch or to Gen. Schenck)—was
when he went in search of a surgeon for that
sick Union officer, and that, too, whilst the iton ‘
hail from the enemy’s batteries swept the street
along which he was compelled to pass. There |
are, also, o file affidavits showing that this
patriotic Democratic editor, who is so harshly |
accused by the gentleman from Dacphin, was, |
when he passed the house in which 1t is alleged
the Union soldiers were concealed, vntirely a-
lone. Thisill accords with the allegation of
the gentleman from Dauphin, that Mr. Stahle
pointed out to a rebel officor the place of con- |
cealment of these Union soldiers. But the best |
vindication of the innocence of this injured man, '
is that he.was discharged without even a hear- |
ing; and is at home to-day, in the town of Get-
tysburg, publishing true “loyalty” to the Con- |
stitution and the Union. [

It scems to be the cue of gentlemen on the |
other side of this House to plead for mobs and
mob law.” They say that we must remember
that the soldiers have had great provocation to
mob printing-otfices.  Why, sir, the Demueratic
press is the best und tracst friend of the soldier.

gentlemen on the other side upon my pavty and
some- of my own personal friends. Sirs Yhis”

even individuals— private citizens who have
nothing to do with - this bill and can have no

without dragging in the hir fame of some of the
best men in the Commonwealth—without tra-
ducing men who are the peers in honesty, in
honor and in patriotism of the gentlemen on
the other side who slander them. [ desire, sir,
to make a simple statement in regard to the ret-
erence mude by the gentleman from Dauphin
(Mr. Alleman) to the “disloyalty” /as he expres-
ged it) of my cointy. It seems that because
two young men from Bedford county were cap-
tured by the rebel forces at McConnellshurg,
and cariied away by them, the whole county of
Bedtord is what the gentleman calls “disloyal.”
Now, Mr. Speaker, I will tell youa “plain, un-
varnished tale;” I will tell you the whele truth,
“nouthing extenuating, nor setting down aught
in mahice.”

Sofne time in June of last year, two boys
from the town of Bedord, went to the town of
McConnellsburg to visit soine of their relatives.
It so happened that the day after they arrived
.in McConnellsburg, the rebel forces (under Im-
boden, I believe) came to that place. At that
time General Milroy was encamped near Bed-
ford. - The eonunander of the rebel forces at
McConunellsburg at once supposed that these
boys were spies, sent into his camp by Geugral
Milroy. Acting upon this suspiciun, he arrest-
ed the boys and put them under guard.
"attempted'to escape.  This#made the matter so
much the worse for them. They were put un-
der still closer gnard: - When tho rebel forces
moved from McConnellsburg towards Mercers-
burg, these boys were carvied away with them.
One of the boys was put on horseback, and was
left* with the rebel force near Mercersburg to
guard n train of wagons, The Uniou forces, if

ather side might say so, but hardly in gaod faith.

I mag so denomsinate. tham, for T believe tha

discossion could not proceed without maligning | clotie tim in shoddy, Democratic newspapers @.

They |

W hen contractors defraud him, the Demoeratic
newspapers expose them.  When faithles<otiicials

give him comfortavle uniforms. |

#
| When the white soldier is-decried and the ne-

| compel them to

clmms under it. This debate could not proceed | gro praised as his superior n valor, Democrat- Republican party

he rescue of the heroes
Gettys
ed, but

Iam

| ie newspapers come to t
[of the Peninsula, Antietam, Shiloh and
| burg. My own office has been threaten:
| never, so fur as I am aware, by soldiers.
| glud to say that the soldiers have always been
| my friends. They have never attempted to
| destroy my property. But those miscrable mis- |
| creunts, those “*war men” par excellence, who are
1 howling the “*On to Richmond” cry at home, |
{ and who will not enlist to fight the battles they
| would have ofhers win—such men have men-
aced my property. - But, Lsuid to these men,
| ““If you undertake to execute your threats, I.
[ will defend my property. ‘Thereisthe flag of |
| my country above it; and if you dare to vio- |
alate the protection of that flag, I will shoot |
you down as I would apy man who attempted |
my life.” 1 give notice to gentlemen on the
other side who are muking this special plea for |
| mobs und mob law, that the Demucratic party
asks no favor from them on that score. Their |
defence in the future is their determined will
and their strong wrms. Let them come: let
them “tear-out” Demoeratic printing offices;
let them try to surpress freedom of speech in |
the Dewoeratic ranks.  If" we must be put to |
the trial of the lex talionis, we are ready. A-
gain, Isay, let them come! .

1 was not astonished to hear what was eaid
upon this suhject by the gentleman from Dau-
phin—who is a military man, andin whose veins |
.flows the fiery blood “of youth, and who hLas!
fought his.wuy—not to the capitai of the rebel |

confederacy, but-into the legislative halis of |
Pennsylvenia-—+I was pot sorprised to hear such
language frem his lips; but sir, when the phil-
.osophy of experiende, the culture of learning,
"and the wisdom and dignit® of age, suceumbed

of the people in the loyal States that have nev-
er been in rebellion against the Government.—
Now, I have no doubt that g on the

that Christian ministers should, by example and
precept, support und foster the loyal sentiment
the Bishop Ames enjoys the entire
confidence of this department, and no doubt is
entertained that all ministers who may be ap-
puinted by him will be entirely loyal. You are
expected to give him all, the aid
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quota of New York city, Brooklyn and the ten
eastern” Democratic districts of New York, than
could justly be required of them. After the ri-
ots were subdued, Gov. Seymour sent a com-
missivn to Washington representing this state of
facts to the Adannistration. A commission was

ion of his

and port pr ble, in the
important mission. J

*You are also authorized .and directed to
furnish Bishop Ames and Lis clerk with trans-
portatio® and subsistence when it can be dune
without prejudice to the service, ard will afford
them courtesy, assistance and protection.

“By order of the S of War.

“g, D. TOWNSEND,
A Adjutant G L.
Then here is another:
“PULPIT ORDER.
HEeApQUARTERS, NORFULK AND PORTSMOUTH, |
Norrork, Va., Feb. 11, 1864, §

GeseraL Oroers, No. 8. All places of pub-
lic worship in Norfolk and Portgmouth,gre here-
by placed under the control of the Provost Mar-
shal of Norfolk and Portsmouth, respectively,
who shall see the pulpits properly filied, by dis-
placing, when necessary, the present imcumbents
and substituting men of known loyaity and the
sawe sectariun denomination, either military or
civil, subject to the approval of the command-
ing Generul. They shull see that the churches
are open freely to all officers and soldiers, white
or colored, at the usual hour of worship, and at
other times, if desired, .and they shall see that
no insult or indignity be offered to'them either
by word, look or gesture, on the part of the

ration
. § L

then appointed by the Admini
ing of the following named gentlemen: Judge
Allen, of New York, Mr. Love, of Indiana, and
Mc. Smith, of Massachusetts. These-gentlemen
have but lately concluded their labors, and they
have found that 1n the ten Democratic districts
of the State of New York, including the city
of New York and the city of Brooklyn, 14,000
more men were assigned as the quota than could
Jjustly be demanded in proportion to the qhotas
of other districts. In their report these com=
missioners make use of the following lunguage ¢
*Fhe co:nmissioners, after a full investigation,
and in view of the fucts elicited, are unanimouss
ly of the opinion that the. enrollment of the
State of New York is imperfect and

excessive in some districts and bly too small
in others, und certainly excessive in the citier of
New York and Brooklyn, especislly as compare
ed with other States, and >annot be relied apon *
as a just and equitable busis for the assignment -~
for the quota of the city of New York, or a-
mong the several districts thereto.”

Now, sir, this was the secret of those riots.
The people there knew that a gigantic fraud was
about to be perpetrated upon them. TLis knowls
edge compelled them to speak out for their rights,
and if public discussivn of this wrong about to
be perpetrated upon the people of New York
produced those riots, it was the fuult of the
A Imintst:

congregation. The p will be
levied us far as pussible in accordance with the
previous usages or regulations of each congre-
gation respectively.

No property shall be removed, either public
or private, without permission from these head-
quarters. By command of Brigadier General,

E. A: WILD.”
Comment is unnecessary. Those orders speak
for themselves. T'hey constitute the suppression,
the complete wiping out of freedom of con-
science, freedom to worship Goggaccording to
the dictates of our own hearts.

But, Mr. Speaker, there is another test of
loyalty which is applied now-a-days. When we
Democrats talk about the corruption of the
party in power, we ure said to be “disloyal.”
The fact is that our friends of the Abolition
party desire: us to be mere “lookers on in this

other side think me a very coppery *Copper-

head” for talkini in this style; but I will just

beg leave to refer them to the opinion of some
of the leading men of their own party. Henry

Winter Davis, who isa very prominent man

in the Abolitivn organization, and who is a can-

didate for the Vice Presidency at the mast-head
of the Abolition paper in my town, speaks of
this project in language which L will read.—

The question upon which Mr. Davis spoke arose

the other day in Congress, n regard to the ad-

mission of a member of that body, elected from
the State of Arkansas. Mr. Davis, on that
oceasion, used this language:

] wish the House to understand that they
do not merely pass upon the question, whether
the gentleman who is the claimunt has received
o many votes, or whether somebody else has
received so many votes; but they pass upon
the question whether a small proportion of the
small population of Arkansas shall send here a
representative to help control the residue of the
nation—whether they shall be entitled to send
Senators to the other House of Congress—-
whether they shall be entitled to send electors
for President and Vice President, possibly to
turn the balance of the Presidential election.”

Let the gentlemen on tac other side lay that
flattering unction to their souls. Then Me.
Davis spuke further, as follows.

“Let me refer to the proclamation of Gen.
Banks. I refer to it because dungerous doc-
trines are gaining a hold upon the public wind
—in my judgment, touching the foundations of
the Republic. No man has a greater regard
for Gen. Banks than I have; but 1 shudder
when 1 find that proclamation summoning the peo -
ple of Louisuna under @ declaration that martial
Luw 1 tie fundamental law of ths Stute of Lowsi-
a.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is the one-tenth prin-

apic, delineated by one of the leaders of the

. It"is proposed (and we can=

not be loyal, according to the argument of gen-

tlemen on the other side, unless we agree to
this doctrine)—it is proposed that -ore-tenth of
those men who were lately in rebellion, shall
have & voice in the election of the next Presi-
dent of the United States, equal to ten-tenths
of the pevple of Pennsylvunia. Now, will the
gentlemen on the other tide muke us take an
outh that we will support this proclamation of
the President of the United States? Will- they
require, that, before we can claim any damages
uuder this bill, we shall swear to support such

a proclamation as this ? 1f the other tests of

loyaity which they have spoken of are to be ap-

plied, T bave no daubt this can also be applied
with equal force and equul propriety.

Aguin, we must not only be loyal in our pol-
itics, but we must not be “disloyal” in our re-
ligion. I was amazed, the other day on taking
up & newspaper and finding the following orden:

W AR DEPARTMENT,
Apsutant GENERAL'S OFFICE.
W aAsHINGTON, November 30, 1863.

“To the generals cammanding the departments
of the Missouri, the Tennessee and the Gulf,
and all generals and officers communding
armies, detachments and corps and posts and
all officers in the service of the United States
in the above mentioned departments:
“You are hereby directed to place at the dis-

posal of Rev. Bishop Ames, all houses of wor-

sbip belunging t6 the Methodist Episcopal

Church Soath in whicl a loyal minister, who

hus been appointed by a loya! bishop of said

chutch, does not officiate.

«Itis a matter of great importance to -the
Government inits efforts to'restore. tranquility
fo {pe community, and peace to the mation,

political Vienoa,” Though we may see ‘“cor;
ruption hoil and bubble till it run o'er the stew,”
we are to keep our mouths shut and not say any-
thing about it, because, forsooth, if we did, it
might bring disgrace dpon their party. Bat if
we dare not speak, and if the penalty annexed
to this vague, undefinable thing called *‘disloy-
alty,” is to be inflicted upon us for divulging
our knowledge in regard to the corruptions of
this Admiuistration, then let the members of the
party in power speak. We will use them as our
mouth-pieces. Gen. Fraucis P. Blair, a shirn-
ing light in the late “‘Republican” party, spoke,
but a few days ago, in Congress, to the follow-
ing effect:

““I'he Navy Department courted investigation,
but not 80 with the L'reasury Depurtment. A
more profligate Adwministration than that of the
lutter never existed in any country; the conn-
try was redolent with the fraud and corruption
of the agents. Aguin und again permits to trude
were sold to the highest bidder. And recently
in Baltimore » permit was given to a notorious
blockade runner, whose vessels had more than
once been seized. I Mr, Chase’s friends had
thought these things could not be proved, they
would doubtless have voted foraninvestigation.”

Mr. Spesker, 1 have but a few words more
to say in regard to this matter of ““loyalty.”—
i'reedom ot speech i8 deuied us, as well as free-
dum of the press and freedom of conscience,
under the innuwmerable tests of “loyalty,” set up
by our polittical opp ts; and i h as
the honored name ot Thowus Jetferson has been
used here Ly gentlemen on the other side of the
House, I would refer those geutlemen to what
Mr. Jeterson said in regard to the sacred rights
of which they would deprive the peuple, Mr.
Jefterson, in his first innugaral address, thus e-
numerated the greut principles of our govern-
ment :

“I'he diffusion of information and the ar-
raignment of all abuses at the bar of public
opinion ; freedom of religion; freedom of the
press; freedom of persun under the protection
ot ‘the /ubeas corpus; trinl by juries impartially
sulected; the supremacy ol the civil over the
military authority.” “Ihese principles,” says
he, ‘“torm the bright constellation which has
gone betore us and guided our steps through an
age of revolutivn and reformation. The wis-
dein of our sages and the bloud of our heroes
have' been devoted to their attainment. They
should be the creed of our political taith; the
text_of civil .instruction; the touchstone by
which to try the services of those we trust; and
should 'we wander from them in moments of er-
ror or alarm, let us hasten td retruce our steps
and regaiy the road which again leads to peace,
liberty and safety.”

I commend the admirable sentiments of Tho-
mas Jetferson, 1n regard to these sacred and pre-
cious rights, to the consideration of the gentle-
men on the other side of the House. Icandidly
believe, that in “moments of error.and alarm,”
they Lave gone astray, and with Thomas Jeffer-
son [ would advise them to ‘‘hasten to rtrace
their pteps and regain the road which alone
leads to peace, liberty and safety.”

"The gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Wat-
son) made allusion to the mob in New York
city—the New York riots. It was very unfor-
tunate, indeed, for that gegtleman to allude to
those unhappy troubles, and it was still more
unfortunate for him that he placed all the re-
sponsibility for those troubles upon the Demo-
crati¢ party in thatoity. ‘The truth of the mat-
ter is (it has but;Iately leaked out) that the Ad-
ministration at Washingion was to blame for
this bloody riot, for the reason that it had as-
signed some fourteen thousand more men a8 the

tion, and not of the Democracy of
that city. *

Now, sir, I shall draw to a conclusion. The
gentlemen on the other side charge us with dis-
loyalty. The other day they discluimed any
charge of disloyalty against the Democratic
party as & mass; but said that there were indi=
viduals inthat party who ware disloyal. The
gentlemar from Philadelphia (Mr. Watson) said
this evening, that the Democratic party had been
guilty of disloyal practices. They are changing
their tactics. There is evidently something
wrong on the other side of the House in regard
to the subject under discussion. Now, I ask no
favors on this question of “loyalty” of the gen-
tlemen on the other side. If they choose, they
may call me “disloyal,”

“What’s in a name ?
A ro<e by any other name
Would smell as sweet.””
I feel, sir, that I love my country—that I re«
spect and cherish this guvernment, and that L
would sacrifice just as much as any other gen-
tleman in this House to sustuin and perpetuate
it. For that reason I care not if gentlemen do’
call me “‘disloyal.” -~ But I propose to pay them
back in their own coin. - I propose to take their
definition of the word “disloyal,” and I proposs
to arraign them on charges of disloyalty to the
Constitution (and therefore) to the Government,
I arraign the party in power at the bar of
public opinion, for that they have subverted
freedom of conscience, by appointing *‘trustees,
superiors and other agents for the churches,”
prescribing certain tests of politico-religious o-
thodoxy. I arraign them, for that they have
abridged the freedom of the press, by the seiz-
ure and imptisonment of editors, as they have
fessed in this di ion, without warraat of
law, and by the destruction of printing offices
by mob violence. Iarraigu them, for that they
have attempted to suppress freedom of speech
by the arrest-and punishment of citizens, with~
out the preferment of charges against them, and
without trial according to iaw. 1 arraign them;
for that they have rendered insecure the freedom
of the person by the jion of the habeas
corpus in States not in revolt against the Gov--
ernment. - I arrnign them, for that they huve
superseded trial by jury, in many instances, by
the establishment of military tribunals in its
stead, in districts where the courts are unimpe-
ded in the administration of justice. I arraign
them, in the language of the Declaration of Ins
dependence, for that they have *affected to rens
der the military independent of, and superior to;
the civil power.” I arraign them, for that they
have established test-ouths, foreign to our forms
of government and unknown to any of our laws,
I arraign them, for that they huve i
with the freedom of the ballot, by armed vio-
lence at the polls; for that they have attempted
to destroy the equality of the States, by giving
the same power in the Government t., one-tenth
of the people of certain States as is |
by ten-tenths of the people in other Statos; for
that they have caused the depreciation- of the
currency, erected a multitude of new offices, and
“sent among us swarms of officers to haras< our
people and eat our substancs;® and for that they
have wasted the public resources, spent billions
of money, and sacrificed many urmies, without
re establishing the authority of the Government
over the revolted States, restoring peace, or giv+
ing us ang assurance of an early termination of
the nresent unhappy and desoluting war,

These churges, sir, I prefer against the party
in power, and I challenge their denial. There
is not one word of them that is not true to the
letter. Tmpartial history will so record it, and
the judgment of the civilized world will pro-
nounce the record just. Passion, prejudice and
solfish interest may to-day blind the discern-
ment of the masses, but the time is fast ap-
proaching when the people and their destroyers
shall see each other eye to eye; and when the
Mokhannah of pelitical Abolitionism shall bs.
unveiled and exposed in all bis native hideouss

ness and deformity.

erAn anccdote is related of a gﬂung
preacher at a city church, who had for his
text a verse from the parable of the ten vir-
gins, and in the course of his sermon ex-
plained:
“That in old times it was “onstomary
when the bridegrom and the bride were com-
ing, for ten virgins to go out fo greet them
home—five of these virging being males:
and five females.”




