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WILHELMS 6AP:

A LEGEND OF OLD FORT BEDFORD,

BY A PLOWMAN.

Where, or what, is Wilhelm’s Gap 2 Who
knows * The ignorance of its locality, the
scencof a faithful love, even in our midst,
goes to show how easily a second or third gen-

eration, or strangers to the “manor,” forget the |

places made memorable by the danzers, the dit-
ficulties and the trials of those early pio-
neers whose axes opened and whose trusty rifles
made habitable, the luxuriant firlds, which,
now, support a dense population.  Yes, sum-
mer {lowers bloom and fade, grass grows green,
and aotamn leaves fall thickly, upon the litle
mounds, where the chirp of the squirrel 1s still
heard, and the hollow tapping of the wood-
pecker, the Bioarse croak of the raven, or tue
incessant caw, caw, caw, of the crow ;
busy feet press the ground, unmindfui that hu-
man bones lie inoulderinz there ; or, that he
graves of buried hopes are in every hillock.—
Then the land was the abode 'of the Red-man
and of the beasts of the chase, who held a joint
possession ; these, the smoke and hum cf an
advanced civilization, have supplanted.

and

During one of the long winter evenings,
when the horses were fod and bedded ; the cat-
tle-racks stuff=d full of hay ; the <heep housed ;
the pigs penned up ; and wood enough in the
chimney corner to feed the crackling fire for
the night, I seated myselt beside its
blaze, 1o examine some old deeds and old pat-
ents, which had fallen into my hande. 1 hLave
an anfiqianan turn, 2nd deli',;;m in old things,
except old mawdsand old bachelors,) Isuppose
because I am old myself, and once had an old
coat which had growa white ia servic,and an

cheerful

cld horse, whose teeth were worn
the siumps from the length ot time they bad
been in action ; 1 had, too, in my possession,
once upon a time, long, long azo, a haif ceut,
growwn green from age, of which a veritable
crone declared oracularly, that if I alwavs
carried it about me, [ would never be wiil
money ;
the

cies was it ; for, as long as 1 cacried it in

bottom of my pocke!, 1 was never without that |

balf cent at least, though it would not lay the
ezg which was to be hatched into more hali-
pennies, Again in after years, T coilected
eight old copper coins, winch
kept ina soda powder box, until my grand
children, discovering hidden treasure
coaxed them from me lo buy ginger nuts. On
these ancient possessions, which have long since

vere carefuily

the

“gone the way of ail flesh,” I's2t great store,
and if the facts jdo not establish my claim to
the title, antiquarian, I have only to say, “the
proofs are all in, and hete [ rest my case.”—
Well, one of these old patents reada ss 13ltows :
“Said land wassurveyed to E——- M——
1n pursuance of a warrant, dated Feb. 26th,
1787, and includes Wilkelm’s Gap, in Bedlord
county.”

Wilhelm’s Gap, in Bedford county
it? for hereby “hangs a tale !”

There is a mountain ridge, rising up from
the Jun:ata, adjoinioz the borough of Bedford,
and extending Northward to Dunning’s creek,
near which it, (the ridge aloresai¢) draws itaelf
backwards to the East, and stretching ont its
.great arms, receives into its boson, and shelters
there, a piece of beautiful, heavily timbered
level land, having an open and extensive pros-
pect tothe Westward.

Within the Gap thos [ormed, lived Wilhelm
Van Bergen and his fair daughter Madeline,.—
Wilhelm, like many others, coming to the new
Iand, stopped at the good city of the Quakers,
where the mother of Madeline, having finished
her earlhlyioum»_vmgs, left her orphan daugh-
ter to the care of her father.
his wife, Wilhelm, in order to mend his world-
ly estate, joined a company of pioneers, who
were pushing westward to seek their fortunes.
Around Fort Bedford, they pitched their tents,
Here he remained for a time, and until his
daughter was grown almost to woman’s estate ;
when he determined to settle at a distance in
the eountry so as to remove her from the associ-

! where is

alions within the fort, from the example which
the-semewhat lax moral discipline of a irontier
post, would render dangerous lo ber inexperi-
enss. For, without 8 mother’s watchful guar~

down 1o

and, truer than most modern prophe- |

After the loss of

fiood, for one beautiful as she knew she
having been told so every day. Bat, brouchi
ap amid privations and dangers, Madeline’s
culties

fa-
were fully developed in all that, then
constituted in woman ; besides |
she could load and fire her rifle as well as any
maa about the fort, and could bring down ‘a
deer in ats rapid course with as ugerring an aim ‘

excelleace

as the most skilful huater 1n the provinge, She

s brave and daring, endowed with an unusu-
al degree of courage and presence of mind, and |
had seen too many red-skins to be easily frizht- |

| ened at the sight of a tomahawk or scalping-
knife, Though she did not like to leave (he
protection of the fort, yet she would not suffer |
for !
she had always been his faithful companion and
was, besides, an obedient and dutiful daughter.
Moreover she had a lover there, near to whom
she would have preferred to remain ; but whan

hier father to go out into the forests alone ;

| duty called, like many another noble woman,
she sacrificed self to that duty.
well the nisks her father run Ain his desizn to

She knew too

live without the protection of the blockhouse, |
| aud when danger threatened, she must be he- |
i1

it. There are many noble

|
| women now, too, as gond, and better,than was
i

side himn to share

Madeline ; but, where there 1s one egnal, in

faithtul devotion to duty, to the women of

“those days days which tried men’s souls,” and
women’s hearts and souls too, there are just iz,
| (the number has been carefally caleolated,) who
{are not worth the powder that would send a!
fquarter ocunce
scaip!

With the assistance of the sett!ors the logs

bullet through a red-skin’s

|

| g )
were soon cot down and trimmed ; a loz cabin,

1 the palace of the pioneer, erected, and Wiikelm |

|
| at

id his daughter took up their residencs in the

sequestered nook which has ever

the name, «“Wilhelm’s Gap.” It

since hos

was a de-

lighitful spot, surrounded by the maj=stic oak,

the silver-lealed maple, while in the back
ground, the daik, evergreen foliage of the pine
treey, 1ose up against the Eastern sky, casting |
over it a protecting shadow. They soon had |
their little patch cleared and planted with corn |
and vegetables, such as they would need, de-|
pending upon their rifles for their meat. They
aiways went out to hant torether, for advan-
{ cing civilizarpagd refinement haa not yet

tanzht the women of that day how vulgar n

s to aid their fathers or husbands in the eve-
She

nough to be able to cook his meals, to koit and

ry day labours of life. was heathen e- |

{

| darn s stockings, make and mend his shinis,

sew the buttons on and wash them, and to do

\

| many other little things of a sumilar sort, which

' are now permitted to be mentioned snly in the

kitchen, (they iad no Lkitchens then : that s

|
\
| the reason I suppose,) or at the millinery shops,
]
i and these were scarce,

i Things went on swimmingly in the gap for a

time. Father and danghterrich in each other’s

love, for Wilhielm loved his daughter, not only

for herself, bat for the sake of her dear mother,
whose image was yet as bright in his weather-
beaten Yieart, as the day when he first called her
hisown. Olten he thought thaty in the hour
{ danger, her spirit hovered near them as their |

1a:dian Angel : for their many escapes were
to him otherwise inexplicable.

Though the settlers had been startied at the

'

recent murder, by the [odians, of Glass, whose |
bones stii! whiten an adjoining tield, yet Wil- |

They |

helm and Madeline were unmolested.
were under the protection of a chiel named
Mukandwa, (pillager, as the name is translated.)
This chief used to often come to the fort when
Wilhelm was there, and being captivated by |
the beauty ot Madeline, losed her with all the |
She did not
then dream of the passion with which she had
mspired thm ; but, in the Gap, bis visitsbecame

energy of his uncultivated nature,

so frequent, and his admiration so marked, that |
a modern belle, with all the refinement of the
beau monde, would hardly be expected to ig-
nore it. !
when a man made love to her with his eyes |
and actions, every thing but words, she could
not help understanding it.  If she had had the |
advantage of amogdern boarding school education,
her intellect would have been Dbelter tiained. |
Nothing shoit of, “wiil you have we, pretty |
wide awake.

The discovery of Mukundwa’s love, caused |
Madeline no little unessiness.  She loved Ed- |
ward Shippen, the gallint young soldier, hun-i
ter, and farmer, by turns, and had proansed to
wed him whenever her father would give bis|
consent. Now, that she was an ohjct of love
1o this chief whose passion stie knew opposition !

|
|

Madeline was a simple child, aod,

maid,” would have made her

{

would only inflame, maybe cause him to use |
vislence to obtain possession of her if he could |
not co 8o ‘otherwise, she had good reason to|
dread the future.  VWhat would that futare be ? |
Death, likely to he: father and lover, perhaps

memory.

dianship and prudent advice, as the world wags,
) 3 ]
itis a critical time, that budding into womaan- |

|
was,

| should delude him into the belief, that with his |

land noble, there whispers in the silent hours|ter jadged it more pradent to show no evidence
of the might, a still small voice, whence it|of it. Scarcely, however, had they fimished ea-
comes we know not, warning of an approach- | ting, when a shrill whistle from the chief,
ing calamity. From the depths of her heart biought three stalwart savazes into the cabin

Madeline seat up her prayersto her heaveniy | at a bound, and so suddenly, that neither Wil- |

fatlier, tu avert it.  She was neither too ,proud | belm or Madeline could offer the least possible
nor too fashionable to pray. No, she had by . tesistance.
her dead mother’s knve, learned to pray, aond

at the dawn and close of each day,

They were seized and bound se-
With their arms
she repeated “tied behind them with thongs of deer skin, they

curely almost in a moment,

on bended knee, the little child-prayers she had ! were led out of the cabin which was, in a few |

thus learned, and often besides durning the day. This was done

with a view {o conceal the fact that its frrmer

moments, enveloped in flames.
At home or in the forest, these early pioneers

There were no !

had 1o offer up their petivions. inmates were alive ; as it would, most hkely,

churches thea where the people could, having

», I M ] > > 3y v »cd - 4 . . . ~
donaed their holyday altire, come up at stated ' 1,05, bodies burned with their residence.; Such
1art 3 - ‘ " 3 . ) ‘
periods to pray, giviag to their God one seventh | waq the usual result of an Indian attack. As

or less, of their timeand thoughts ; but these | s00n as the.cabin was reduced to7a pile of coals
re~e the 3 = A 2 e : z K Yt s
“tf‘ the great temples, not made ‘with haods | and ashes, Mukundwa and his companions with
whici he  bimseif }"’d ""‘”"‘d» whose arches | 4j,.i; captives, took up their line of march to
were the lootstool of kis omuipotence and whose

colunns the giant hills, born centuries a20.—
Here the humble worshi; pers, feeling that their

Join thesr tribe West of the mountains, where
they had removed the year before.

On this night, the bright glare fromn the burn-
whole cependence was on his watchtul care, bhad ing of Wilhelm’s cabin, had illumined the sky
daily and hourly need to tura their thouzliis to 3
litm with sincenty and truth.

Fuily aware of ihe danger which hovered

around her,

sorthwar! of Fort, where it was distinctly seen.
Edward Shippen saw it, and judzed correctly,

: ihat it was in the direction of the home of his
Madeline endeavored to avoid i clionof 1 5

betrothed, may,be that home, and herself and

her :
father prisoners in the bands of the revengeful

Mukundwa—to show him if possible, by

acts, that his admivation was displeasing to her.

: 1 . . savages, perhaps murdered by them. The ag-

She did not dare to tell her father of it, for, A Ak g (i A
i . ony ol suspense which he endured during that

though a good, he was a passionate man, and i | -

long night cannot be described. Brave even to

the past were knowa to him he would not hes-
rashness, he enireated to be parmitted Wgo a-

tate to forbid the cliel ever seeing her again, A
lone 1o their rescue, or at least to learn

Her eflorts to avoid, nly bastened the T
ihe

catas- 3 2 Lo
A L : cause of the conflazration. discipline of
trophe, for Mokundw~a, seeing that she avouded x ‘ S Hes 4
. yoo ot : . A the Fort {orbade that any one should leave af-
him, and feaiing she misht escape from him, > .
& = ter it had been closed for the pight, (until the
s7on as the

determied to have her at once.  He demanded :
X710 g 3 § : rezular hour in the morning. As
her from Wilielin with more impeluosity than | | ey ’
, . 2 ? Y p. oolts were drawn, armed with his nfle and an
mocern lovzrs would use when they ask Pa, d 5 4 .
. ' abundance of amunition for any emergency,
particuiarly if there was the contingency of a W SR 1 A
i TS and his keen hunting koife in his belt, he, w.th
big pocket full of cash hanging on the ans- ’ . ¥

wol sapid strides hurried around to the Gap,

Wiihelm was confounded at the assurance of | hie stood a moment among the piae trees which

the savaze, and a thousand little acts, the darkened the woods on the hiil above,  he
bringing of choice pieces ol venison, fish, game  strained his eyes to catch a giimpse of the cab-

corn ; the special proteciion afiorded himsolt | in. He saw only its smaking embers.  Had

and daugzhter, from ail other Indians ; all these | Mukundwa been near at that moment, be might
flashing suddenly across his mind, bewildered ' have easily made another prisoner, for that
him because of his hitherto blindness. But | stronz man, overcome by the thought of what
calmly as he could he told Mukundwa she | he had lost, grew weak as a child. Hastening
could pever become the squaw of a forest chief ! dbwan as well as he could he s-aiched for the
but must wed a pale face.  The chief 1n a a8 tokens which were to assure him that Madeline

demanded that she he delivered to him ats ==~ 1'%

! her father were alive,
(hreateninz venseance 29 hoth il he was refu- Gt R

She and et «

T e i
sed. He had protected them hitherto, and pre- | kandwa would return,and from their experith‘&i
vented their falling victims to the resentment
—they would feel that he could | result of that return, they had endeavoured to
But Wilhelm, ta- prevail on Wilhélm to remove to the Fort ; as

we have seen, they failed to alter his determi-

of his breth

punish as well as protect,
king down uis rifle {tom its pegs, ordered the

isi ; . dadtsl
savage to depart at once, promising that it | pation to remain in the forest, and Madeline

would be used if ever he came within its reach | loved her tather, her only nurse and companion
acain.
tutored savage could cuise, Mukundwa glided | leave um in such ar emergency : besides, it she
into the forest and disappeared.

| were ahsent and ber father alone, he mizht be
The threats which he uttered, were heard

i ; : All that c
murdered from pure revenge. All that could
by Madeline and she knew they were no idle | pu done was to provide for the worst. She and

words.  When Edward Shippen came to the Elward prepared two little sticks, around the

Gap next day, and was inforined of the facts, (.. .nd of each of which, they tied a small

his entreaties were joined with hers to induce If their home should be

piece of brown cloth.
Wiltielni to return to the fort, and thus avoid | 3o cked and burned, and both father and daugh-
the danger to which they were now too certain- ter were alive and in the haonds of Mokundwa,
ly exposed. He refused to leave the little crops then, the two sticks were to be dropped as near
he had planted and which were growing finely, | o (he cabin as possible, so that he might find
trusting to his well known couraze, and his rifle;

vecause the

them. If the father was murdered, one of the
utd, MO, beauties of the ever | gicks was to be stripped of its clote.  For more

varying landscape, the sombre arches, the fa-|yya0 an hour, did Eiward bunt Hrr the tokens
miliar presence of the denizens of the forest ;) whose life

agreed upon, of the safety of her in
the budding beauties of the spring, with th-songs

his was bound up; and, while disappointed, he

of the bhitds, and the goiden hues of autumn

2 ~ = odn Salle > } ¥ = =% 2
inspired him with an attachment to the solitude leal, many a diretul threat of vengeance against
of his home even stronger than seems now felt | :
for the bomes of civilization. . Tt was his owa | ranze of his rifle, »scaped his lips. Worn down

with anxietv, almost despairing, the f-ar that
Madeline had been murdered and burned, crept
| around his heart closer and closer ; —colder and

here he enjoyed a freedom which knew no

bounds. Evervthing around, spoke of peace to
00 g ] i

his wearied heart.  Here were no petty jeal-

ousies, no rankimng animosities, no envy, no | colder ; amid the agony of his grief, his dimned

syiomny, the bandmailens of madern. yofise- | eyes wondered 1o the ruins of the home in which

s X : R I ) ap 4 £ .
ment and modern intellizence, With the sweet he had spent many a hanpy hour with, Made-
smife-aliie besnuinl deughiar, sheiding Jght i ine by his side, her loved hand resting confi-

vis pathway, and her cheerful compan- | . K
upon his pa ayv, wer cheerful comy | dingly in his;

| As lus eyes wandered back again to the ground
tirement, is it wonderful that he should refuse | at his feet, they rested upon something between

. S3eeas ETHT . =4 ) ‘ ;
to leave it ? or that his dislike ta depart from it | two maplesaplings a few yards from where he

[ stood. With a bound he sprang forward and
S " there were the two sticks with the cloth wrap-
iRty «1}0}*» |:mln a| rrl;alch il h;; “;P’ ;f | ped around both, just as he had last seen them.
e his fi  friend had become. e had, ! ] N ; Fa
il hrnw(ni |r ith ik u * | Madeline and her father were ah\e—n‘ow for
Rty SRR SN RS Y D H the trail and death to Mukundwa, for Edward
was determined alone to rescae the dear ones or
Could you have seen

wounld he ever see her face again!
1onship, to while away the lonehiness of his re-

trusty rifle and the logs of his cabin for a breast=

himself, whose well earned name of pillager, |

ved him too cautious to risk an open attack ! S &
e Ioithlvieh P b diss ] perish in the attetapt.
gk A ’ bl A : e
N G | him,as he strode forward to hunt that trail, you

appointment, and a thirst for revenge, ; ! % el

: i ’ think that man’s sinewy lim

T'wo months had passed, since Mukundwa | woull not y

Wilhelm | be weak as they were a few moments ago.
|

had been either seen or heard of. : :
Madeline bad provided many small pieces

was certain that he had gone to return no more. ] : i
One evening, just as he and Madelice had sea- | of the same brown cloth, which, from their
ted themseives at their frugal meal, Mukundwa ! colour and size, wonld attract no ?ye but Ea-
suddenly entered the cabin, having with him a | ward’s,to be dropped along the trail a? chan'ce
saddle of venison asin former friendly times.— | offered. These were intended to guide him
At hs request, Madvline was soon at :A'ork broil- - aright, and without loss of time. The lm.iians,
ing some of the delicious steaks, which the when they desired o baffle pursuit, were in the

to herself ! The fate of Glass was fresh in Ber | oo ooy off for her. The three sat down to | habit of making several traile, also of covering

enjoy them together, as if no shadow had ever the main trail with leaves or grass, or of trav-

Ofien to the sensitive, nervous, temperament, | passed between them ; for, though surprised at | eling as long as possible bt:ds of small slream_s; vatch
the temperament of all who are eminently good \ bis sudden reappearance, both father and daugh-  thus they would muslead their pursuers and gaio ; not so strict, for be was constantly peering into

Yseapposed that they had been murdered and |

the |

As|

of Indian character, judging wbat would be the }

With muttered curses, for evenan un- | from the years of her childhood, too well to |

cireled round, 120king beneath every chip and |

every red-skin who might come within the!

time. They resorted to the same stratazem in
this instance and had gained the summit of the
mouatain betore they relaxed theic watchfol-
| ness.  Ex pecting no further ne cessity for cau-
tion, from the conviction that no \v.luh'
could track them so far, until they had advan-
ced days beyond the reach of any 'pursner, they
left a wide trail. All their precautions however
| were of no avail,for they had to cope with an

experienced woodsman, and a woman’s wit
| sharpened by being torn from him she loved and
! in danger from him she bated. The little strips
i ot cloth were angel messengers, bearing zlad ti-
to Edward of her whom he so

it.

di eagerly

He easily found the right trail as in-
dicated by these tokens; when it diverged or
was concealed, the pieces of cloth guided bim
like a thread through the lebyrinth of the
derness.

Four whole days he followed it and he knew
by the ashes of their camp fires, which he had
passed, that he had gained on the

wil-

tugitives so
{ that he must now be near them, and caution
he

among its

secame douvly aecessarg. Every night

had climbed ioto a tree and slept
| branches, tnus resting himse!l from the fatigues
of us lonely and rapid march, so as to husband

{all bis strength for the hour when it would be

needed.
mounted to his bed among the thick and wide
spreading branches of a giant oak, only a_few

| yavds removed from the edgeof a steep bank,
near to which, in the valley below, flowed the
walers of the picturesque Loyalhanna® The

night had set in dark and threatening, and he
{ was in no hurry to sleep, for he .eXpected a
drenched skin before morning... = .

i While planning how shotild act in case
{ he came in sizht of Mu%«: wa and his party

{ on the morro

w, recalling aildie knew of Indian

{ stratagem and Indian war[3 his attention

was suddenly arrested at th® sizht of a feeble

blaze of a fire just built, strugziing through the

brushwood not many hundred yards in advance

|
¥a

of inm and close by the stream. er and

faster it bounded up

rd crackling through the
dry twigs ; higher and higher, wider and wider,
it gleamed until its broad light revealed the
outlines ot the forms of six persons; four were
reclining and two attending to the fire, evident-
Presently
one of those who bad been resting on the grouad,
| Ways 3 WidHig Rpstare, and-changiog . side-
“God
Heaven, there they are; aid me now lo save
His joy and anxiety rendered him un-
Give the hizh met-

! ly getting ready the evening meal.

the face of his beloved Madeline. in

them!”?
fit either to act or think.
tied steed, when he is startlel, the rein for a
little while he will
tractable azain.
his accustomed

while; let him run, in a

quiet down and be gentle and

Soon Edward regamed
composure of mind and confidence in himself,
in the prescnce of danger. Judging the dis-
tance that the fire was from him, he found that
it was beyond the range of his rifle and that he
must contrive to get vet nearer. To doso and
vet to not alarim the Indians, became a viial ne-
c It he should be discovered, all would
Descending carefully to the ground,
he proceeded, with a step as stealthy as a pan-
ther’s, torward to another heavy branched tree,
which the fight of the fire reveaied to hima Iit-

cessity.

be lost.

{ tle farther away from the baak and about a
bundred yards from the party. The darkness
and the wind blowing pretty loudly, and crack-
ing the dead branches around, favoured him, and
i anrj\' noise he might have made was attributed_to
{ this. He was svon in bis watch-tower with
! rifle in hand and prepared for whatever might
happen. Faithiul and trusty compaaion in ma-
nv a chase, and many a bloody skirmish, fail

him not now !

|

He hed not been long in his resting place
when he saw that which made his blood boil
and nerved his arm for the terrible vengeance
that he was about to inflict. Mukundwa stood
belore Wilhelm with Madehne in bis arms,
taunting him, while she was struggliog to free
hersell from bis caresses. Wilhelm must have
said something to him which roused his savage
ire ; for, droppiong her {rom his arms like a hot
shot, the fearful tomahawk whirled round his
head and was dashed at the brain of liis hapless
victim. Buat it fell short of its mark, for, whiz-
zing throngh the air, a well aimed buliet from
Edward’s rifle, went crashing threugh the sava-
ge’s skull and he tambled back 1, dead, into
the darkness. Consternation sat on the faces of
the three remaining Indians, for the death had
fallen where they hittle expected, and Wilhelm
and Madeline could scarce prevent a shout of
joy which rose up in their very throats and had
to be gulped down again; for, as a mother
knows the voice of her own child even in the
din ofa thousand child voices, so they knew
the ring of E iward’s rifle, for many a time before
had they heard its music. Ttspoke to them
now of a speedyv delivery. While two of the
Indians rushed out to search the woods forthe
cause of this unexpected attack, the other re-
mained to guard the prisoners. His watch was

{

|
i

man ;

{

{

|

|

!1,1.} esld d ¢

‘ ted ine wid deerandthe owls from ¢
i

|

On the night ot ihe fifth day. he had |

[the darkness after his companions, but that
| Madeline who had been unbound as soun as the
! march conmenced fromn Wiihielm’s cabin, draw-

{10« ho ine s f
| 108 ber hunting knife from her bosom, where

i sie always carried it prepared for any emer-
1ene¥, noiselessly severed the thongs which
| bound he ’s arms,

‘,! e 'h‘r father’sarms,  Benumbed as he was
| 1ope drove the blood and nerve power through
like ar ric charee : S}
e, 1 rlecinc charge ;: he seized the fom-
| Jawg of Mukundwa which had fallen $0 nezr

g N :

'”'j‘ ard well nizh caused his death, and conceal
9“ it behind him ready for the moment of ac-
{tion, which he felt must be near. Soon ihe ‘wo

scouls returned, for
it

i

|
!l’nm

they haa found nothing, no,
was not light enough to find tracks or see
men up trees; nor if it had been did they think
of such a thinz. They did not see the ;.;owder
ﬂafh and the wind hid carried away its smoke,
After a hurried consulitation, one of them began
to extinguish the fire which had enabled ‘t-he
marksman to take so sure an aim.

But scarce
bad he seized 1

fhie second Lrand, ere he followed
o1s chizel to the Jadian hunting grounds beyornd
the grave ; for the clear

1ing of that fatal mes-

: st £
senger of death that never missed its mark, start-

e their coverts.
he two remaining Indians, turning their backs
to their prisoners, #or they feared no danger
: - < -]
from them, looked tntently into the darkness
wheiice the sound had proceeded, trying to dis-
cover its cause.  While they stood thas parai-
yzrd with fear, and unceitain which way to
turr, Madeline, brave as hep with a
knife into
: fie Tadian next.ber, up to the han-
dle, while Wilhelm's tomabawk- went down
hranet \ > 1
tarongh the skull of the other even jothe neck.
i 4 [ o 3
When ae had discharged his last shat, EJ-
ward hastily descended to {he grqund leaaing
1 1 . e >
as hie ran dowa the banky for he feased that the
L0 remaining savaces.. -
o [emaining siyazegy,
murdeg thie risoge
il R O
ol their comgg
To lose "all w

lover,
strong right arm pluaged her keer
the sidz of i

kpt turn wpon and

,b.“""i%. igould prevent it—
f gained, therc's\P was md-
Tq face two stalwart say-
ages, made desperate now, was no iight enter-
prize.  He coula shoot one, but the other might
master hin n we momeni of suceess ; and Wil-
helm, bound as he was, cauld not aid him.
But brave mer;i_:, not stop to weigh pros and
coas, when @er is before them. Qaward
he hastened ; but, what was bis astonishment fo

find tbe field already won! Edward! Made-
while the armese Wimig sevoTan his besam.
the necks of his two children, and they mingled
their tears of joy together, (for their foes lay
dead around them,) tears, gushing up from the
full spring of their glad hearts. And there he-
side that camp fire in the wilderness, they kneit
down together, the father and his two children,
to thank God for their deliverance !

Within ten days Wilbelm, Edward and

Madeline, arrived salely at the fort, and great
were the rejoicings on their return, for they
had been given up for lost. Edward had won
his bride as few, even in those days, could have
do ie, and Wilhelm gladly placed her hopes on
earth, may be in Heaven, in his keeping, bles-
sing him with a father’s blessing.
They lived close by the fort, from that time
forth, Wiihelm going out in the day time to
cultivate his little patch of ground, though he
never rebuilt bis cabin. The war of the Rev-
olation soon alter this, broke out. Wilhelm and
Edward, after many a hard fouzht field, tell,
with their faces to the foe, at Brandywiae, and
they sleep their long last sleep in the grave
yard of the old church there, where fell many
a brave man on-that bloody day. Madeline
did not long survive them, she sleeps beside
her tather, and in the same grave with her hus-
band, faithful in Jife and iy death !

aess in the thought,

[ZA fair young girl is l+aning pensively on
the casement, gazing with thoughtful brow up-
on the scene below. The bloom of fifteen sum-
mers tints her cheeks ; the sweets of a thou-
sand flowers are gathered vpon her rosy lips
and lall upon her neck of perfect grace; the
soft swimming eves seem lighted by the ten-
derest fives of poetry, and *beauty hovers over
her own most favored child. What are her
thoughis ? Love cannot stir a bosom so0 young ;
sorrow caanot y-t have chosen her for its own.
Alas ! bas disappointment touched that youth-
ful heart © Yes, it must be so ; but hist ! she
darts—her lips pact—sh» speaks— listen '—
tJim, you nasty fool!  Quit scratching that
pig’s back, or I'll tell marm.”

Ecection oF CouxTy SUPCRINTENDENTS: —

The triennial elections for County Superin-
tendents ef the Common Schoals, take place in
the several counties of the State on the first
Monday in May next.  The law provides that
‘hese elections shall be held at the county seat
of vach county : and we call the attention of
D:rectors to the fact, that merely a majority of
the Durectors in Convention for the purpase of
election is required, and not a majority of the
Directors of the county.

T3 'Classin the middie of geography, stand up.
«What's a pyramid ’—«A pile of men in a
circus, one op top of the other.” «Where's
Rrypt 2’ —«Where it allers was,” «Where is
Wales 2? Al over the sea.”—«Very well ;
stay there till 1 show you a species of birch

well known in this country.”

a cause of the death”
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