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 PRESIBENE'S MESSAGE.

0
Fellow citizens of the Senate and House of

Representatives : j

Our deep ‘and heart-felt gratitude is due to
that Almighty Power which has bestowed up-
on us such varied and numerous blessings
throughout the past year. The general hea
of the country has been excellent ; our harvests
have been unusuaily plentiful, and prosperily
smiles thtooghout the land. Indeed, notwith-
standiag our demerits, we have much reason to
believe from the past events inour history, that
we have enjoyed the special protection of Di-
vine Providence ever since our arigin as a na-

. hrea*
tion. 5

We have been exposed (7 inany ti
niog and alarming ditficulties it our _progress;
but on each successive occasion the ‘impending
cloud has been dizsipated at the moment il 2p
peared ready to burst upon our head, and tae
danger to our institutions has passed away.—
May we ever be under the divine guidance and
protection !

Whilst it is the duty of the President “irom
time to time to give to Congress information of
the state of the Union,” I shall not’refer in de-
tail to the recent sad and bloody occurrences at
Harper’s Ferry. Still, it 1s propec to observe
that these events, however bad and cruel in
tbemselves, derive their ciel importance from
the apprehension that they are but symptoms ol
an incurable disease in the public mind, whic
may break oat in still more dangerous outrages
and terminate at last in an open war by the
North to abolish slavery in the South. Whilst,
for myself, I entertain no such apprehension,
they ought 1o afford a solemn warning to us ali
to peware of the approach of danger. QOur U-
nion isa stake of such inestimable wvalue as to
demand our constant and watchful vigilance for
its preservation. In this view let m rplore
my countrymen, North and South, (o cuitivate
the ancient feelings of matual forbearance a
good-will towards each other, and strive to al-
lay the demon spirit of sectional hatred and
strif> now alive in the land. Thisadvice pro-
ceeds from the heart of an old public funciwon-
ary whose service commenced i the last gene-

urniore

nd

ration, among the wise and conservalive siates-
men of that day, now nearly all passed away,
and whose first and dearest earthly wish 1s to
leave his country tranquil, prosperous, united,
and powerful.

We ought to refiect that in this age, and es-
pecially ia this country there is an incessanf
flux and reflax of pablic opinion. Questions
which in their day assumed a most threatning
aspect, have now nearly gone from the mem-
ory of men. They are *‘voicanoces burnt out,
and on the lava and ashes and squalid scoriz of
old eruptions grow the peaceful olive, the chee-1
ring vine, and the sustaining cor g
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wisely seek to a y 4
way ) coniin I
the Constitution. If
the existing agitation c j
slavery, like everything buman, will have s

the remedy, con

day and give plac ) € r and luss aitning

controversies. Puolic opinion 1w this conatry

isall powerful; when it reachesa canzerous ex-
{ s¥ns

cess upon any qu
prople will fur:
back within sale h
icious resuit, at
to remember that ey
be presumed to i:
of his own teachings. The
abstract doctrines subversive of the C
and the Union, must not be
their heated partisans advaace one step |
and attempt by v
trines into practical
subject it never ouzht to
however great may have
vautages l:e_sulnnav from ¢t
portion of our common ¢
all prove to be as nothing should t
arrive when they cannot be enjoye
rious danger fo the personal safety of the
ple of fifteen members of the confzderac
the peace ot the domestic fires:
these States should ever be
w others of families witi
ere, uld not be able to retire to rest at
ant suffering dreadful apprehensic
maxr be their own fate and that of their children
befoce the morninz—it would be vain to recount
to suzt1 2 people the political benefits whick. re-
suitto t hem from the Union. Sell-preservation
isthe e st anstinct of nature ; and therefore any
state of s aciety in which the sword i1s all the

surpri

> Lime ever

1
1
1

withoul se-

alc @

timesuepy'nded over the heads of thg pe
must at fa t become intolerable. But I ind
in nosuch gloomy forebodings. On the !
trary. [ firooly believe that the events at Har-
per’s Ferry, by causing the people to pause aad
reflect upoa the possible peril of their cherished
institutiong, wwill be the means, under Provi-
dence, of.2llay’ing the existing excitement and
preventung futare outbreaks of a similar : char-
acter. They will resoive that the Constitution
and the Unien shall not be endangered by rash
counsels, knewing that, should ¢the silver cord
be looosed or the goldfen bowlbe broken *

*  at the fountain,” buman power could
nevet reunitethe scattered and hostile frag-
ments. i

I cordiatiy. congratulate you upon the final
scttlement by the supreme court of the United
States of the question of s laverv in the Territo-
ries, which bad presented an aspect so truly
tormidable at the commen cement of my admin-
sstration. The right has been established of

| these principles of constitutional law, s> mani- | care and deliberation. They supposed - that to!

festly just in themselves, and so well calculated |
lo promote peace and harmony among the
States. Itisastriking proot of the sense of
justice which 1s iaherent in “our people, that |
the property in slaves has never been disturbed |
to my knowledge, in any of the Territories.—
Even throuzhout the late troables i Kansas, |
there has not been any attempt, as Iam credi-
bly informed, to interfere, in a siogle iastance,
with the right of the master. Had any sj

tempt been made, the judiciary would doubtiess
have afiorded an adequate remedy. Should |
they fail to do this hereafter, 1t wiil ther

s or the ter y
or tue territon

sess the power to annul or

ty 10 slaves, the e

In the latter eve

sacred rightsof property held under the Fede-

ral Constitution would depend for the time be-

ing oa the result. The agitatien would thus

be readered incessant whilst the territorial con-

dition remained, and its baneful influence |
would keep alive a dangerous excitement a-
m~ng the people of the several States,

Thus has the status of a Territory, during the
intermediate period from its firs ot un- |
til it shall become a state, been irrevocabiy fix-
ed by the final decision of the Supremes Court. |
Fortuuate bas this been for the prosperity of the
Territories as well as the tranquility of the
States. Now, emigrants from the North and
the South, the East and the West, will meet in
the Territories on a common “platform, having |
brought with them that species of property best
adapted, in their own opinion, to promote their
weifare. From natural causes the 3
question will in each case soon virtually se
itsell : and before the T. p
admission as a State into the U
ay or the ¢
» conclusion.
lie new Territory
ruaptior
sperity will not be endar

: |

or, will have bee

Meanwhile the settle-

ical struggoles.

orogress of events

cise of the rights of popular soverei
a constitution preparotory to admission infot

Unioe.  After this has been done, to employ
the language of the Kansas and Nebraska act,
“sthey shall be received into the Union with or
without slager~, as their constitution may pre- |
scribe at th@giftme of their admission,” This |

lie

sound princfple has happily been recognised, in |
some form or other, by aa almost unanimous
vote of both houses of the last Congress.
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States, because they the had removed
the constitutionall barrier. Congress accor-
dingly passed an act on the 2Sth February,
1803, ¢to prevent the importation of certain
persoas into certain States where, by the laws
thereof, their admission is prohibited.” Ia this
manner the importation of Alrican slaves iato
the United States was, to a great extent, pro-

{ hibited some years 1n advance of 1808.

As the year 1808 approached, Congress de-
termined not to suffer this trade to exist even

! for a single day after they had the power to a-
bolish it. On the 2d of March, 1807, they
passed an act to take effect “from and after the
15t day of January, 1808,” prohibiting the im-
portation of African slaves into the United
States. This was followed by suasequent acts

| cising a specified power before an appointed day late ministe

trar postiion 1o the war waged by Great Britain | tions for the naval service, except the sum of
prohibit Congress, in express terms, from exer-} and France against the Chinese empire, our | $289,000, applied to l'!l" purchase yt seven of
r, in obedience to bis iastructions, | the steamers, constituling a part of it, under the
necessarily involved the right to exercise this | judiciously co-operated with the ministers of :m'.n otity of the nav.ul appropriation act of the
power alter that day had arrived. | these powers 10 all peacelul measures to secure 34 March last. Tt is believed that these stea-

If this were not the case,the framers of the § by treaty the just concessions aemanded by the mersare worth more thaa their cost, and they

Constitution had expended much labor in vain. ’ interests of foreizn commerce., The result is | are all now usefully and actively employed in
Had they imagined that Congr ess would possess | that satisfactory treativs have been concluded | the naval service.
; | The appearance of so large a force, fitted

no power to prohibit-the trade either before or | with China by.the respective ministers of thei
{ after 1808, they would not have taken so much

care to protect the States against the exercise of
this power befure that period.  Nay more, they

would not bave attached snch vast importance

tution, prescriding the mode ol

fut amendment, the proviso, “that no a itiary China. He 12 to be of the most friendly charac
nent which may be made prior to the y ted States for the " his destina- In my last aonual message I pre
jousand eizht hundred and eizht, shatiio aoy 3th of Febr y 359, hearing tement of the unsatisfaclory condi

maaner affect?” the provision in the Coostitu-| with him the ratified cc reaty, and relations with Spain ;and I regret ¢

|

i

tion securing to the States the right to admit the |

importation of Atrican slaves previous to that
petiod.
According to the adverse construction, the

! clause itself, on which so much care and discus-)

sion had been employed by the membeis of the |

| convention, was an absolute onlity from ' the
done |
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| effectually continued the trade not only for

all the other slave Slates, though never so
much agzaipst their will. And wi
Alrican slaves, when oace brought

limits of any one State, 12 accordance

within the |
with 1t? |

! rendered

have |

y 1 Beczuse |

Uunited States,
sia. Qur “treaty, or general convention of

peace, amity, and commerce,” with that empire | duct ol the ofiicers and men employed in it,
was coneinded at Tientsin on the 18th June, bave had a happy, effect in favor of our coon-

acrived at Shangzhai on From
thence he proceeded to Peking on the 16th
Juae, but he did not arrive in that city until
the 27th July. Accordinz tothe terms of the
treaty the ratifications were to be exchanged
on or before the 18th June, 1859. This was
possible by reasons and events be-
yond his coatrol, not necessary to detail ; but
still it i3 due 1o the Chinese authorities of
Shaoghai to state that they always assured him
no advantaze should be taken of the delay, and
this pledge has n faithfolly redeemed.

On the arrival of Mr. Ward at Peking he

ireat Britain, Fraonce, and Rus-  out insuch a prompt manner, in the far distant

waters of the La Plata, and the admirable con-
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i\l réference to other clai

spe :
the payment of

«“Cuban claims,”
ably urged by our minist
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{ to this provision as to have excluded it from ({:»J 1858, and was ratified by the President, by tryithroughout all that remote porticn of the
| possibility of future repeal or amendment, to|and with the advice and consent of the Senate, | W . 3 : :
t - poitions of th> Cor ion were | on the 21st December followiogz. Our relations with the great empires of
t | Oanthd 15th December, 1858, Joha E.|Fraace and Russia, as well as with all other
2| Ward, a distinguished citizen of Georaia, was | Gov nts on the continent of Europe, un-
woed as envoy extraordina less may except that of Spain, hap

even {be
which has
, and 1n whicn
a bundred of our citizens are direct-

ly interested, remain unsatisfied, notwithst

ding both their justice and their amount (3128

635 had

by the Spanish government itself.

| I again recomnend that an appropriation be
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, ants in the Amistad case.”
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requested an aucience of the Emperor to pre- | two of my predecessors, I entertain no doubt

sent his lelter of credence.

sal to subafit to the humiliating ceremonies re-
tte of this straonge . people
I Nevertheless
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the 27th October, 1795, , The failore
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Reopen the trade, and it would be cidicnit

to determine whether the effect waould be more |
nterests of the master or on |

eleterious on the
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those of the native-born slave.

-impossible, the letter of
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awccomplished theic purpose.  For a period of | of the treaty rwards, on the 16th of itil a recent p 'r:-):i there wasg
more than hail a century there has beea no a proper torm at Pei-tsang. | to believe that Ishould be able to aar
perceptible addition to the number of our do-| . did not take place until after | you on the present occasion that our
| ! ; described by the treaty, it is deemed | with G

proper, before its publication, again to sabumit

ies to observe, that, throughout the whole
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ought to
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Congress to this important subject.

recoznition of this policy on their part, it will

and Bulwer treaty, bad been finally adjusted in

1 e .
of any other portion of the African race. The {1 to the Senate. a manner LAKL‘ honorable and satisfactory to both
| lizht and the blessings of Christianity have been| 1t is but simple justice to the Chinese authori- { parties. om causes, however. which the

British government had not anticipated, they

with the republics of Houdaras and Nicaragua,
iin parsuance of the uaderstauding between the

two guvernments, It s
tly expected that this good work will ere
» accompi ]

Without a

; ss, it is believed, ster and the second maa 10t )e almost impossible to institute negotiations
rate and 1osigoificant ex pire to the Emperor himsell.” The ratif with any reasonable prospect of success.

ransaction, they appear to bave acted in good | have not yet completed treaty arrangemeats

névertheless, confi-

1) had been recognised and ascertained

1ment
purpose of distribution amongz the claim-
with |

d reason | rangements betwe

Britair, arising out of the Clayton | British and /

Bay compary at Victoria with their
Amencan citizens,”  The General im-
mediately responded to this petition, and order-
ed Captain Georze E. Pickett, 9th infantry,
‘1o establish his company on Bellevue, or San-
Juan islasd, ca some suitable position pear the
harbor at southeastern extremny.” This
order was,promytly obeyed, and a military post
was established at the place designated. The
force was aflerwards increased, so that by the
last return the whole number of troops then on
the islacd amounted in the aggregate to 691

ilst I do not deem it proper on the pres-
ent occasion 10 zo further iuto the sybject and
discuss the weight which ouzht to be attached
to the statemenls of the British colonizl authoi-
ities, caMIESLinZ the <ccuracy of the=informa-
tion on W ! General acted,
it was due lo hius present his
r to Captain

he gallant

that I

reasons

author

:'iu:.r}i[)”
the Island San Juoan,
as weil as 1o pratect them against the iacursions
ians
Much e

Eoe S
ol the ina

'ment prevailed for some time
1at region, and serious danger of
een the parties was apprehended.
:ad a large naval force in the vi-
7z and it is bot an act of simple juslice ta
imiral on that station to state that he wise-
ly and dizcreetly forbore to commit any hostile
act, t ined to refer the whole affair to
his government and awa’t their instructions.
i This aspect of the matter, in my opinion, de-
| manded serious atteation. It would have been
| a great calamuity for both nations had they been
precipitated into acts of hostility not on the
questioa of title to the island, but merely con-
cermng what should be its condition during the
intervening period whilst the two governments
might be employ
which of them ng
Lieutenant General Scott was despatciied on the
17th September last to Washington Territory
to take smmediate command of the United States
farces oa the Pacific coast should he deem this
ry. The main object of his mission was
precautionary ar-

Biitish |

t dete

yye

nece
| to carry out the spirit of the

n ths iate Secretary of State
and thus to preserve
m between the
orities pending the
negotiat twa goveranments.
Entertaining no doubt of the validity of our title,
I peed scarcely add that, in any event, Ameri-
can citizens were to be placed on a footing at
least as favorable as that of British subjects, it be-
ing understood that Captain Pickett’s company
should remain os the island. Itis proper to ob-
;ex_w iSidening the distance from the
scene tion, afd invignoraace of what might

have transpired on the spot before the General’s

{ and tbe Brit mir
revent co
rican au
veen the

i

e

dreaded would | of an emy d.
| so fa Ist indulzinz the hope that no other sub- | ariival, it was necessary to leave much to his
3 ! taed which coaid disturd t 1n- | discretion, and I am happy to state the eveat
vel on 1 Las received my eatire appro en the countries, th at this discretion could not have
s mizht tend | adverse claims of the pait ed to more competent haads. Gen,
P the [ to carr t treaty, San Juan, under the Or urned from his ion,
shole muse. andiored o it § ot suddeniy lished its objects, and
6 . e z pi y good reason to apprehesd
The ¢ {or t! ) S 1 of | prevent t [ ¢ At I fcrces of tie two coun-
1 i c gy y t y ,00 the i v of the existing nego-
i | H I : sand . Cra tiat &

i i : fra X 1, CO I regret there has been no
T R " ( o, ructions which | improvem irs of Mexico since my
. b B | 5 i by be 14th July, | & iual message, and I am again obliged to
e &k ol : at Sh tory, hav- | 2 earnest ation of Congress o the

sembilanthe 4 1858. Havinz y condition of that republic.
for ha c ¢ (_ ro Y s e constituent Congress of Mexico, which
ult. B s trad ; to I'o prevent | adjourned on the 17th February, 1857, adopted
ill be . Y Thelti X ,th i ¢ that the of- { a constitution and provided for a popular elec-
xtent 1 a f ! hould abstain from all | tion. This took place in the foliowing July,
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n,of an exclusiv
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even in its palmiest days.
tims required to :uppl_y. it would coavert the
whole slave coast 1nto a perfect Pandemonium,

{ for which this country would be held responsi- |

{ placed at my command
{ tion of 2d June, 1838,

e

, under their joint resolu-

On the contrary, the
President of that republic, in a triendly
reasonable demands of
e Uniced States. QOur

~:r€h‘f.
acceded to the just an
the Government of th

the receipt on the next
day of Mr. Marcy’s note, the British munister
expressed his entire concurrence “in the
’ of the course rec

instructions to that officer,” and
be had +lost no lime in transwmitting a
hat document to the governor-general
v .7 and had *‘earnest-
his Excellency to take such
|

appear -"-‘:’.
rt of the British
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|  Thus matters remained upon the faith of

{ arrangement uatil the 9th July last, whea Gen. |

Haraey paid a visit to the Island. He found
{upon 1t twenty-five America®® residents with

calculated |

|
|

prO-:
mmended to the gover- |
‘v' ookl [ R 1 d o= A
Vashington Territory by your [Mr.|
sta- |

{1857,] and General Comonfort was chesen
President, almost without opposition. At the
same election a new Coungress was chosen, whése
first session cominenced on the 16th of Septem-
ber, [1857.] By the constitution ot 1837 the
presidential term was to begin on the st of
December, [1857.] and continue for four years.
Oa that day General Comonfort appeared belors
the assembled Congress in the City of Mexico,
took the oath to support the new.conslituuon,
and was duly inauzarated as President. Within
a month afterwards he had been driven from
the capital, and a military rebellion bad assign-
ipreme power of the republic to Gener-
al Zuioaga. The constitution provided that iz

tiie absence of the President lus office shovid
's

ed the

{ devolve upon the Chief Justice of the Suprme

local au-|

Court, and, Gea. Comonfort baving )t the
country, this functionary, General Juar, pro-
ceeded to form, at Guanajuato, a consdutioaal
governiment. Before this was cfficiaiy known,
ver, at the capital, the governpent of Zulg-
been recognized by the epire diplomat-
5, including the minister of the United
the de faclo governpedt of Mexico.
anal President, -evertheless; main-

tilu
his position with firpaess, and was soon
stablished with his codidetat Vera Cruz.
Meanwhile, the governpent#of Zuloaga was ear-

nestly resisted ia manys . parts of the republic,

| ble 10 the eyes both of God and man. Its vet- | commissioner arrived at A”"“”’:”"‘ the capi- | tjeir famulies, and also an establishiment of the | 204 even in the capial, a portion of the army
~ S Pt v I 25 s arv s . v sawin anannced af S : £

tt_v tribes would then be constantly engaged in | tal of the republic, on the <oth of -I-}"”‘”."- Hudson’s Bay Company for the purpose of rai- | havivg pronounced 43ainst it, its fuactions weie

? = i ' ", N " ; v 5 e & s a3 et e

1859, and left it on the 17th of February, | sing sheep. ~A short time befure hus arrival one | d¢iared terminatal, and an assembly of citi-

predatory wars against each other for the pur-
pose ol seizing slaves to snpply the American
{ market.  All hopes of African civilization
| would thus be ended.

On the other hand, when a market for Afn-
Ecau slaves shall no longer be furmished in Cuba,
{and thus all the world be closed against this
trade, we may then indulge a reasonable hope
for the gradual improvement of Africa. The
chief motive of war among the tribes will cease
whenever ther is no longer any demand for

having in three weeks ably :md. successfully
accomplished ail the objects Jof his mission.—
The treaties which he has concluded will be
immediately submitted to the Senate. -

In the view that the employment of other
than peaceful means might become necessary
to obtain “just satisfaction” from Paragnay, a
strong naval force was concentrated in -the
waters of the La Plata to await contingencies,
whilst our commissioner ascended the rivers to

every citizende take his |roperty of any kind | of a sinilar character, to which [ l}ecd not spe-
including slaves, into the common Territories | cially refer. Such. were the principles and
belonging equaliy to all t he States of the Con- | such the practice of our ancestors more than
i—dcr,xcy, and to have it prolected there under | fifty years ago in regard to the Africaa slave-
the Federal Constitution. Neither Congress, | trade.

nor a territorial legislate re, mor any human It did not occur to the revered patriots who
power has any authority !oannul.or |m_pair this had been _dr-legates to the cor}venlion, and af-
vested right. The supren:ejudxcnal tribunal of terw_ards became members of .C\)ngress, that in
the country, whick is a co-ofdinate branch of | passing these laws they had \‘mlaled jthe Cen-
the Government, has sanctioned and affirme ' stitution which they had framed with so much

| of these resideats had shiot an animal belonging |

| to the company, whilst trespassing upon his | : :
! but that offices repudiated the plan under which

premuses, for which, however, he offered to pay
| twice its value; bat that was refused. Soon ai-
ter “‘the chief factor of the company at Victoria,

Mr. Dalles, son-in-law of Gsvernor Douglas, | ’ :
| havins become, by Lis appointment, “President

Satellite, and threatened to take *this American { Subsutute,” codtinucs, with that title, at the

{Mr. Cutler) by force to Victoria, to answer for | he?

came to the Island in the Br:tish sloop-of war,

| the trespass he had committed. The Ameri-
can seized his rifle and told Mr. Dalies if any

\

|

zens was 1nvitedor the choice of a new Presi-
dent. Thisasembly elected General Miramon,
he was cho=n, 2ad Zuloaga was thus restored
to his presious position. He assumed it, how-
ever, oy to withdraw from it, and Miramon,

d of the insurgent party.

In my last annual message I communicated
to Congress the circumstances under which the

slaves. The resources of that fertile but
| miserable country might then be developed
[by the band of indusry and afford subjects for
| legitimate foreign and domestic commerce. In
this manoer Christianity and civilization may
gradualty penetrate the existing gloom.

The wisdom of the course pursued by this
Government towards China has been vindica-

Assumption. The Navy Department is enti-
tled to great credit for the promptaess, efficien-
cy and economy with which this expedition
was fitted out and conducted. 1t consisted of
nineteen armed vessels, great and small, car-
rying 200 guns and 2,500 men, ali under the
command of the veteran and gallant Shubrick.
The entire expenses of the expedition have

\ted by the event. Whilst we sustained a meu- . been defrayed aut of the ordinary appropria-

| such attempt was made he would kill him oz} 1at® Minister of the United States suspended his
{the spot. The affair then ended.”  official relations with the central government,
| Uunder these circumstances, the American { a_nd withdrew I_rom the country. It was mpos=
Isettlers presented a petition to the Geaeral, | e to maintain friendly intercourse with a

| “through the United States inspector of castoms, | government, lize that at the capital, under
i Mr. Hubbs, to place a force upou the sfand to | whose us_urped authority wrongs were constant=
| protect them from the Indians as well as Ibei ly committed, but never redressed. Had this
' oppressive interference of the authosities of the ' been an estadlished goveinment, with its pow=
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