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MESSAGE OF GOV. POLLOCK.

To the Honorable the Senntors and
the House nf [er‘.'ll'(.s'rn[./fl’?‘l‘.\ of the General
As (-.»m[;/j/ e

Gentlemen:

A kind Providence bas greatly blessed our

Commonwealth duritg the past vear.  No for-

eizn war, no interial strife have interrupted or

destroved the peacefol quiet of our hiomes,  All
the great interests of the people bave been em-
mently prosperovs.  The earth, in rich abun-

dance, has yielded her increase to supply our
wants, and reward with her bounties the labor
of the hushandman. Labor, in every depart-
ment of manufacturing and mechanical induos-
trv, has been stimulated and encounraged.  The
. disease and the horrors of the pesti-

< of

from vs: and whilst

from other States,

Jence have been averted
the cry of human suffering,
has been heard invoking svmpathv and wid, we
tiave been blessed with health and pe rimitted to
enjoy the comforts and happiness of social life.
To Him who hath

on us, an(! ll‘{“::l whose care we are constantly

bestowed these blessings up-

dependent, should be ever paid the willing hom-

age of our erateful hearts.

The report of the State
it to vou, in detail, t
ment.  The results
encouraging than were anticipated.

The receipts at the Treasury for the fiscal
30, 1855, including the
Treasury on the Ist day of De-

(81,240,928 72) ame sunted to

The total the
same period were $'),3\.5,'.7 leaving
halance tn the Treasury oa the 30th November,
1833, of $1,245,697 31. No loans,
ry or otherwise, negotiated during
]'x-! fiscal vear; as they were not
the wants of the Treasury.

The receipts during the past year,
scladine the balance in the
first day of December.
390,474 11, The ordinary expenditures
for the same p»nu(’ including the iaterest on
the public debt, were $4,139,512 28,

y expe aditures

Treasurer will exhib-
he operations of his depart-
satisfactory

ar< more and

vear endine November
i in the

1854,
402 83.

balance

ments for

il‘!hIt"Jl';l-
the
required by

were

from all
Treasury
1854

sources,

wWere

)
s/

slhiowing

an excess of r"t‘v'i[»(\ over ordinar

of §t

+

payments for the

extraordinary
were $1,246,193

vear
24, as follows, viz :—To the
completion of the new Ports railioad over
ie Allezheny mountaing, $446,762 12 : to the
North Branch canal, $87,562 67 : to the Co-
lumbia railroad, to re-lay track, $1:
100 00 ; to the payment of creditors,
$1,629 85; to the rminm;,!
550 60, and to relief
388 00,

The balance in the Treasury

south

domestic

100 of loans,

notes cancelled,

will be required
on the St

for the payinent of the inferest e debit
fatl due in Febroary next, and for unpaid
approp 'ku.:-ln'nn the tunded debt
of ¢ ( ymmonwealth, which became due in

and August last, was

i i
and 1t s gratilying to state that 1t

n vary next will be paid
promptness., The credit af the
regarded as firmly lished, and with

economy and a careful and honest ma

of her finances, an annual reduction of ber debt,
to a cousiderable extent, may be confidently ex-
pected.

There is due by Treasury to the Sinki

1 the sum of $335.011 39, to be g hed to
edemption of the relief notes now 1 circu-
the funded debt of the Comunon-
reeater part 1 I debit
at the raie
um: the t ce be
wterest.  Bat as the ten

paic
I vdi
er cent., i€ has heen deemed advisable,
ter of economy, to apply the s Vl’;""
to the payment of those loans.  When
are Liguidated, the ar it due and
naaied, {1 amount au aiic

o &

apphicable to Sit

g e
Ry

the

Pad, aud its operation continued as ¢

i

Notwithstanding the revenues for the
four or five
ordinary
in cons

Vears have .“:IV"‘ET ded the

“XCPe
vernment, yet

expenditures of the
of the
I'reasary for the
rth Branch caral,

nprovements, ihe pubiic

ana

nsequence laroe 1nsat
mands upon the

the N

(4,:11.{:“ nm

the Portage railrcad

kindred

ad of

eing reduced, has
*, with the am

at difierent pe
seenin the followmg statements :
ot of the funded a
nmonweaith on ti

heen micreas-
unt and con-

will be

rioas,

Mateme

nd unfunded delit of
Ist day of Decem-
: 1831, as per report of the Auditor Gen-
eral,

. Funded debt, viz
b per cent. loans §2,314,093 51

36,704,484 03
'}:‘ (5(1 19“-:""" 00

lotal funded debt— ———$§39,216,707 54
Unfunded el :l\l/ '
Relief notes § n
irculation
Interest certificates
nu:“:nim:

) do enclaimed
Interest on autstand-
ing and uaclaimed

Certificates, when

funde

do

650,163 00

150.231 82
4,448 38

9,752 91
82932 74

Domestic creditors

Te tal debt Dec. 1, 1851 4“’ i ]4’:30 Jq
Statement show ing the indebtedness A-flhv Com-
monwealth on the 15t day of D -cember,
1\ '+, as per Auditor General’s report
“unded debt, viz :
ﬂ[r"Crllt luana $332,104 93
do 39,064,609 97
do 388,200 00
& 100,000 00

34 Tota) funded debt— .. $10,084, A
nfur wded 4 det t,viz:

elief notes in

41
4

Members of

circulation 494,361 00
Interest certificates

outstanding 24,857 21

Do do unciaimed 4,448 33
Interest on outstand-

ing and unclaimed

8 i;}t.llr>', when

funded 1,870 97
Domestic credi- &
tors’ certificates 2,707 61

Balance of tempo-
rary loan of April
19. 1833,

Balance to tempo-
rary loan of May
9, 1854, :
Total unfunded deht
and temporary loans -—

560,000 0

ould he

the follow-
relief
not included 10 the

To these sh
added
ng notes,
“reliel notes in cir-
culation,” viz :

Relief notes made
Ly the Lancaster

Bauk, not charg-

ed on State Trea-

sturer’s books. $25,000 00
Reliel notes put

in circulation Sep-

tember, 1854, and
not redeemed Des

1, 1854, »0,000 00
S s 75,000 00
Total public debt Dec. 31,698,595 74
Do do 40,114 » 3D
Increase of debt 3 years 1,984,359 35

d debt

The funded and anfund: , tncluding un-
paid temporary loans, on the 1st day of Decem-
1855, last fiscal vear as per
report of the Anditor General and State Trea-

surer, was as follows, to-wit :

ber, the close of the

Funded debt, viz :

6 per cent loan - $3516,154 93
5 do 33,903,445 54
4% do 385,200 60
i ] 100,000 00
T S R R 17

Uonfunded debt, viz:
Rehief notes in
circulation

Inter:

utsanding

258,773 00
st certificates

O( N7 95
20,457 25
creditors - 1,264 00
Balance of

Domestice
1"”IIIUIJ'

rv doan—of April
19, 1853, 3
Balance of' t mpora-
v aoman of May
9, 1851 346G.000 00
—_— e L160,19+ 25
Total debit Dec. 1, 1835 41,097,984 72
Do debt as, above stated,
Decen 1, 1854, 41,698,595 74
Do do do 1855, 41,067.994 72
Decrease durine » fiscal vear 630,601 02
This statement exhibits th atifyine factt ‘1'
1l Novewber 30,
beg f Commonwealth
ed 8630,601 02, During the
satne period large appropriations and pa nts
\ 1 the completion of the pew P
e I ad, X'-:-IA\I'._' the track of the Coluin-
ta rariroad, and for other purposes.  These de-
inands upon the Treasury were, without.the aid
of loans, promptly pa
tefusing to undertake any new schemes of

internal ywement, limitiog all
'\V ‘(;" “l

tising strict economy in all departinents of

tny

appropria=

tians actual n:wn.;.’..“ the oceasion,

government, .n'ul holding the receiving

to a
t

and

rents of the Cammonwealth ri-

, will

4 greatly reduce the ex-
peoditures, and, undes ‘nary circumstances,
leave annual surplos of the revenu. ap-
plted to the redemption of the p

The estimated x-(~|3r'\ and expend for
the current fiscal vear will be presented to vau
in the report of the State Treasurer.  The re-
cetnts from the usnal sources of revenae, ahove
the ardinary r'\;u':nf.'!u;v S. Iay ¢ xceed the sam
ofone mitlion and a half of dollars. These es-
timates v—approximate the trae r sult, but

t be relied upon with certaig ty.

By the thirty-eizhth section of the act of the
161l April, 1915, entitled
“An Act o provide for the ordinary
expenses of government, the repair of the
canals and ratlroads of the State, and other

clauns upea the Commonwealt! the Gover-
nor was authonized to cause certificates of State
stock to be gssued to all |rr'r~ ms or bodies corpo-
yment of in-
bt of the State, which full
due on the first ([d.'\' of Aucust, 1842, the 1st
days of February and August, 1843, and the 1st
days of February and August 1844, in an
mount equal to the amount of certificates so
held, upon their delivering up said certificates
to the Auditor General. In pursuance of the
authority thus given, certificates of State stock
to the amount of foar millions one hundred and
five thousand one handred and fif ty dollars and
twenty cents, bearing toterest at the rate of five
perc ent. per annum, payable semi-annually, on
the 1st days of Fe ‘bruary and Awngust in each
yeargand redeemable on or after the 1st dav of
\u"u-l 1855, were issued. The minimum
period fixed by law for the redemption of these
certificates, n\pmd on the fiest day of August
last.  No provision has been made for their re-
newal or redemption.

Althongh by the terms of the act 'm:hnrizing
these certificates of State stock, as also by the
condit:ons of the certificates is: ued In pursuance
thereof, the time of payment, after the expira-
tion of the minimum- period, is optional with
the debtor—the Com monwealth—yet a due re-
gard fo the credit of the State requires that pro-

rate Lolding certificates for the p

terest on the funded del

a-

vision shauld be made for their renewal or re- | Representatives in 1849, that the entire amount

demption.
would become necessary,and as a lone cannot be
effected, in the preseat financial condition of the
country, on terms more favorable to the State,
than those on which these certificates wepe is-
sued, T would recommend that authority be giv-
en to issue the bonds of the ) in
renewal of
the
semi-annually, and

Commonwealth
bearing interest at
anbuimn, payable

after the
expiration of twenty year that the bonds
be issued with coupons or certificates of interest
attached, in sums equal in amount to the
annual

aid certificates,
five per ,v-‘

redeemable on or

rate of cent,

and

selnit-
interest
days oi February and Aq
yrar, as may be designated.
form and characte; the
lieved, will be so advantag
lia!

to induce a

thereon,

ist tn each and every

This change in the
of tificates, it is be-
the holders,
of the Com-

and prompt

ous 10

without increasing the silities

monwealth, as willing

X }x.l.‘\_’.-?
to!

ata premium ¢ the bonds provesed
ata premisuny, for the bor is proposec

*assuaed.,

Ilhie cond ition of the public works, their gen-
d the and expendi-
last fiscal year, will be presented to
you n the report of the Canal C rl|||1|i>\i'-ll"l:<-

The ageresate receipts at the Treasury
whblie we , for the vear November 20,
942,376 71. reatte

s, tnclod

eral operation, al receip (s

tures for the

IN:

, Were The

expenditir dinary a:

ry paymeants, ue period, amoun'$d
to 31,838,791 10, showing an excessof recsifls,
TR DS,
TV pa uts for the
L1100 00 paid for re-build=
1IC1) W 90,427 78

over all expenditures, of $103

The
yvear, (includinge $13
;li_f the Free;

extraordi same

llul‘ih

i

The ordinary expendifures were $1,148,363
£0. ;

Aggregate receipls, as
above stated 81,942,376 7[
Ordinary expenditures 1,148,363 ¢

Net revenues for the fiscal year '"”l "I 31
This balance exhibits a small
net rev
nes of 1854
al of the transpoitation lit
of the canal, the
year have exceeded
more than twenty
From the abundant

the improved condition of the

compared with the pet reven.
the withdraw-
: from the main liae
e Jast
1854 by
dollars.
past year,
ary affairs

nues, as

xd notwithstandine

azaregate reveanues for
the revenues
three

crops of the

thousand

monet
genral revival of business,
the current

of the country and the g

a large increase in the revenuoe for
idently expected.
he sum of $161,125 25, has been paid into
the Treasury by the Pennsylvania railroad comp-
any and other railroad (’u-n;[ a
tonnage passing over their p
largely exceeds the sum pait
pantes in 1854,

Delaware '«

, asthe t4 t
Thisamermt

e same

VA,
|

l by th cotn-

The
resalt.  The tot 12
expenditures, $f r a net reve-
nie of § i) lit f im-
prove £ b
pe

imn

system,
There has bee

ness and t

nnage

a correspondir a
from., The ins
vear have been hiehly

rations of that part

Junction to Pitts!

rath d U pres

1 ‘:1i,'\.'.\"

not sulficient te meet the inary expen s
The revenues i the man line not equal

the r
of t

e ‘ll'\

af the previous vears, 'he causes

yis reduction

them have heen referg to and er
It is but jast to add that the expenditures ¢
line have been much diminished 'y the avor
dance of some of the 1nclined planes on the
Portace ra

[ regret t that ti road to
avoud the anes on the Allegheny
mounfain track, has not heen con [l ted as
was confiden anticipated.  The delay in the
completion of this work has occasioned much
inconvenience to the business of the main hne
and a loss to the revenuesof the Commonwealth.
The expenditures have largely exceeded the or-
wrnal estimates for s construction ; and al-

though the sum of §277,730 00 was aporog

ria-
I

ted at the Jast session of the Legislature for the
comy on of this work—a sum coverine the
estin of the engineer—yet after the expen-
diture of the whole amount thus appropriated,
the road is unfinished ; and to compl it, and
ay the debts contracted; the further sum of
$177,573 66, as now estimated | y the engineer,
will he the estimates have

rb‘(".‘];’ll .
been very carelessly imade or large sums of mon-
ey l:x-»l:-;sl_\' and «-i!l:.\:t;\;«n(l)' expended in the
this
the business of the main line, redocine still for-
Treas-
announce-

l»l‘nv'('ll!itln of Huprovement. As ai g
relieving the
ury from these constant dem: the
ment of its early completion will be hailed with
pleasure by every citizen.

Although the completion of the North Branch
canal, belore the close of navization, was cei-
tainly expected, yet this expectation has not
veen realized.  The efforts of the present Su-
perintendeat, Mr. Maflit, daring the past year,
to complete and pat in suceessful nlwr ation this

canal, deserve the highest commendation.  Ev-
erything that skill, and industry could
omplish has been done. The labor to be
performed was great, and rendered more diffi-
cult and perplexing by the imperfect and fradu-

ther its expenditures and

energy

d extraflr- |

“ion of t]

increase in the

| to thetaxes now

lent construction of the old work and some por- |
[ the legislator, exposes him to unjust suspicions,

tion of the new. The Jarge quantity of rocks,
trees, stumps and roots placed in the bottom o
the canal, and the defective material used in
the embankments, suffered the water to escape
almost as rapidly as admitted, and rendered a
re-constraction of the work,
dispensably necessarv. Tts successful comple-
tion, it is haped, will soon be announced.

It will appear by the report of the Commit-

tee of Ways and Means msade to the House of | blest pursuit of man, has,

in many piaces, in- |

To redeem these certificatés a loan |

|

payable on ‘the first |

| last

just and liberal to the purchase

necessary to complete and put in operation the
unfinished lmmun\ of this canal was estimated
at the sum: of $1,106,037 00. © The amount ac-
(u.x]?y expended on the work since that period,
ippears from the reports of the Superinten-
dent, Engi and Canal Commissioners, is
1,857,377 52, being an excess of expenditures
over the original estimates of $751,340 592 and
the caral not yet in opreration.  With such facts
before us—such evidence of mismanagement and
reckless Xpenditure as the history of this canal
&hn\\ 8, 1L 1S not meatter of surprise that the Com-

onwealth and peopleare burdened with debt
um! taxation,

In pursuance of the act of the 8th of May
, providing for the line of
the pablic notice

sale of the mamn

works, after

giving the

guired by law, I caused the same 1o be expossd
i I

ibhe sale, at the Morchants’ Exchanee, in

ity ot ljill:illit‘hn.;“l. No offers were made

remain unsold. —
lease of the
invited,

the works
l\vvmus ils for the
line,

d consequently
ulw’
main
.‘(0.,‘]
and the proposals received are herewith submit-
tee to the Legislature for their actionand final
sition.
Havine on
views of the

“saje

or

were subsequently as di-

v II e seventeeth section of the said act,

4:1,\1‘-'
a former occasion presented i

proprirty and Imllm of a *h-'w(
this branch of our public unprovements, a repe-
ed l.'.t(m. s
subject my

tition of the sentiments then X pres
to ti

unnecessarv., In relation
opinion has not changed. Cn the ¢
expe past, and a carrful examin:
e gquestion in its economical and politi-

rience of the

cal relations, have strengthened and confirmed
it.  That the State shonld, long since, have been
separated from the management and control of
these \\’u;l\s, the history of their constraction
and management clearly demonstrates.  Public
)| policy and public s this sepa-
ration ;
future

mand
nsideration of present and
requires their zale. Theé late
financial embarrassments of the « untry—the
imperfect ¢ hnu(!v: of some of the provisions of
with the

iment
and every ¢

interest

anthorizing the sale, together
adverse u::’.:wru'«' of rival ‘interests, defeated the
recent attemnpt to sell.  These difficulties have

been, and a sale yet effec-
ted on terms amply protective of the rizhts and

interests of the people, and at time

can be, removed -

-Al'l same

To reduee the State debt and relieve the peo-
ple fi taxation, hjects worthy the earn-
est and anxi 1on of the ];x-;_'lc!u(urv*.
jrcts .\]‘wnli]_\'

are o

us ¢

1

b

To accomplish these and cer-

tainly, a sale
improvements becomes inrportant and neces
Pl revenubs of “the" State, Urdier the present
system of managzement of the publlc works, are

little more than suflicient to pay the inter-
est of her debt, and iry expenses of the
A sale of these works, for a fair
upon te Just

TOVe

consideration, and rms and liberal,

would constitute a In-g!ﬂr.uv: in the process of
liquidation that would free our Commounwealth
fromn debt and her prople from consequent {ax-

ation.,
these
¢!

erate with th

In every measure caleulated to produce
5, I will cheerfully co-op-

+ Leaislature

of the

1 i !
aesirable resnd

State,

jon to
ions, and their increase, is a sub-

ney in its re

itut

careful and intellizent con-

From the n

demands

aiven of
nsto the Legislatore for
s of be

preser

tice

numer-

] .’x”w'in:xf:

nkine capital

e to. a
Shall the
amount of banking cap-

attention,

n vour

number of hanks and the

al )
ial be

imcreased ? oand if so, to what extent and

loc are questions of absorbing

public interest,
Withoot desirine to assume a general and un-
compromissing hostility to all ban or to an
increase of !JU!\A"»'4"[I¢.V?. I cannot diseover

or the circumstances
all 1

the necessity that

that would j won of

may | tror itore,
ncorporaiion of new, or ! rechartes: of
and solvent banks, when indispensably necessa-
ry and clearly dems: by the il business

which

ints of the community in they mav be
refused s un
cirenmstances should their inc rporation be per-
mitted.
The

banks «l

iocated, should not he der no other

for
letermined more by the actua
legitumate trade, the
cations and ’[xr wild fancies of stockjoh-

necessity increasing the number of
|
|

ould he ¢
than hy

nui -'w-r

\‘)';l!\ ’f
.,( appl

hers and speculato
expansion of the ¢
whatever tends to produce such a

sconntenanced and preven-

e sndden I unuec-

.\\ll_\

avoided, and

result ought to be ¢
ted. Tn the cr
of the State and people shoald be consulted ;
nu

and

nination, as to

trade,

a just and honest diser
locality and the den
by their representatives.

ands of he exercised

sentiment does

Public

not dems nor do public or private interests

require, the creation of numerous hanks.

In the present condition of the finaness, and
in aid of the revenues of the state, (in addition
imposed hy law) a reasonable
be required to be paid by all
may hereafter

premiom shoukd
banksor savings institutions that
be chartered or re-chartered by the

As appropriate to this subject, and immedi-
ately connected with it, I cannot forbear to ex-
press my disapprobation of a practice that has

heretofore obtained fo some extent, of using the |

names of members of the Legislatore as corpora-
tors an bills pending belore them for incorpora-
of banks and other companies. Such a
prectice is pernicious, and cannot be too strong-
ly condemned. It perils the independence of

tion

and stamps with selfishness, at least, his legisla-
tive action in the premises.  Legislation should
be free, even from the appearance of improper
motive: and every undue and corrupting infiu-
enee, inside or outside the legislative halls,
should be resisted and condemned.

It is a cavse’of more than ordinary congratu- |
lation, that agriculture, the first. as it is the no- |
in its progress of de-

contrary the !

| the farmers of Pennsylvania fully appreciate
| support and sustain
[ tion will
{ ches of academic education, will be taught, and

of the whole or part of our public |

| as the lecislature may deem proper, would net

ation of banks the true interests

Legislatare, |

| that measure.

i such

| counties ofthe State,

|

| Tests, it

| velopement, vindicatad its own importance, and
assumed, 1n put blic esteem, the honorable
tion to which it is so Juatl) entitled.  Constitu~
ting, as it does, thesubstratum of our great me-
chanical, manufacturing, and commercial inte-
should regarded as the chief
source ol state and pational [H)-‘[u‘rilv
in necessity, it is the highest in usefulness of all
th= departinents of labor, sustaining and promo-
ting, it their varied and multiplied relations,
all the other industrial interests of the country
Our financial commercial p x'n[vnt\, 18
largely. dependent upon the success of agricul- |
tural industry.

Annterest

Dosi~

ever be

and

so tmportant should receive the
encouragement of all classes of citizens. No|
longer a mere art, an exertion of physical

strength, it has reached the digoity of a science:

and 1o its progress and unprovement the people
and their representatives sheold cheerfully con-
tribute.  State I county
have done much to promote this cause,
their azenty valuable
been collected and d Much yet remains |
More information is
in the
knowledge is

bli

1l societies
and by
information h

acricultur

much

-

d.

to be done, demand~d.

collection and diffusion
of useful required.
this result, rment of an agrienltaral
burean, in connection with some of the deps
would The |
importance of such a bureau, properly organiz-
ed, as an ai acricultural
knowledors and agricultural in- |
astry, cannot easily be over-estim The |
subject is ‘earnestly commended to your atten-
tion.

More efficiency
To secure

the esta

ments of state, largely contribute

dto the advancement of

the success of

1
ated.

By an act of the last session, an institution |
designated’ as  the “Farmers High School of |

Pennsylvania,” was incorporated. The chat-
ter was accepted by the trustees, and the insti- |
tution daly organized.  An eligible site for the |
college has been secured in Centre county, and
200 acres of valuable land donated to the tros- |
tees, for the use of the institution, by Gen. Jas.

Irvin of that county.  The citizens of the coun- |
ty, with a libes dIIl_\ bighly commendable, have
pledged and secured to the trustees, for the use |
of the college, ten thousand dollars in addition

‘o the land donated.  This liberality shows that

the 1mportance of such an institution, and will

! it.  The course of instrue-
be thorough and practical. Scientific
and practical agriculture, with the usual bran-

the efiort will be fo make good farmers, good |
scholars, and 'good citizens.

Whilst individual liberality and energy have
done much and will do more for this institu-
tion, an appropriation by the State, in such sum

only aid and enconrage this laudable enterprize
but would be an honorable and just recognition
of the important interests involved.

The now in operation regulating manu-
facturing other improvement companies,
are in some of their provisions too severely re-
stiictive, and modified. Legisl:
on these subjects has tended to res-
train the investment of ('.li:il'ﬂ—uhr(’k industry
and curb the energy of the people in the pro,p-'
cution of those enterpr that aid the develop-
ment of our immer and contribute
so largely to the wealth and prosperity of the

Liberal Jjudicious
ing individoal enterprize—inviting the |
of capital and stunulating the vari- |
ous departments of manufacturing and mechan-
Pindustry, would greatly promote the inter-

laws

and

should he

heretofore

1€ resources,

and

investment

1cal
ests of the pm;;lo —increase our revenues, and

give to the commonwealth the prominence and

positinn, in the sisterhood of states, to which
the character of her citizens and her illimita-
ble natural resources justly entitle her. To

th is subject your attention is invited.

The report of the superintendent of Common |
Schools will exhibit [u you their condition and
the general operations ofy the system through-

ut the ¢ whwealth, doring the past year.—

able and
report, I wonld
the Legislature,

etul

carnestly

To the «:

sugeestions of

ask the atte

The operation and results of the system as de-
t ’

tailed are hichly interestine.  Qur uducational

systemas slowly

dices and cainine t ence \1( the pec r,'-

- . ' .
Under the fostering care of hiberal and enlight-
ened legislation ifs ultinate trinmph s certam.
When the system was first introduced, it was|

supposed that it could be perfected and enforced
into general and vigorous operation by the were
will of

en that in

the Legislature.  Experience
this, in every other great
and moral reform, time an

bas prov-
social
! that consent w hich

as

arises from a radical change iu the popular
mind, were required.  This slow process of the |

acclimation of the new system to cur social and
moral atmosphere, has been in operation {or
nearly twenty years: and it is now evident that
the period for another effective interposition of
legislative aid and authority in favor of our no-
ble system of com:on schools, has arrived. In
whatever form this obviously proper and neces-
sary interposition may present itselfy if caleula- |
ted to promote the great purpose in view, it
shall receive my cheerful support.

Alter a carefal examination of the subject, it
is my clear conviction that the system is now
prepared for and requires increased efliciency
in its general ~npex\1~mn——nl(‘rﬂsml quahhm-
tion in its teac! hers, and increased means of sup=
port.

The experiment of the county Superintenden- |
cy wherever faithfolly carried out, has not dis-
appointed the expectations of the advocates of |
The improved condition ul'lhvl
schools, and the greater vthcu-ncy of the system,
clearly estab lhh the propriety and utility of |
supervision.  The official visits of an of-|
ficer of the school department to some of the
in connection with the |
County \u[nvnnlvndrncv, bave demonstrated |
| that the voice of pulic authority to sustain, and
{the presence of an official agent to encourage,
h'l\e largzely contributed to excite and maintain

hie deep interest now felt by the public in our

First |

{ out Christendom with unva

legislation —en- i1t

| meastre

| ple’s representatives can now effect;

| educational progress and improvement.
{ The n;u:l marked im;‘mw"mul recently el-
| fected | system,  has been in its’ corps of
teachers “ xl.) almost unparalleled dusiniters
estedness the noble ecause: i
are engaged, the _common. school

the State, hLave.in almost every
using all th-- means aud appliances
within their power, for selt mprovement.—
These efforts, so creditable 1o them, have been
highly beneficial in their results @ and clearly
prove the necessity, and point with unerting
certainty to the establishment of State Normal
Teachers” meetings for a day have
given place to institutes for a week ; and “ these
again 10 numerous Normal meetings continuing
Iromene to three months. At every step n
this progression, it has become more apparent
that permanent jnstitutions, with their proper
professors and ‘appliances, which nothing but
the power of the State can provide, are dnx.uh-
ded by, and would meet the wants of the sys-
tem and the occasion.

In conceding this boon to our children, thro’
their te dLLPI.\, we are encouraged by the exam-
ple of other countries, and the experience of the

and devotion to
wiich they
teache

'S Ol
countv heen

schools.

i

past. It is a remarkable fact, that no State
of our 'nion, nor nation of the old world, has
perfected * its system of public  instruction,

professional training of
s vstablished and sup purtrd by the pub—
bority and means; and it is no less remark-
that no such
From

withont schools for the
teacher
lic aut
:1Mt‘, and a(l“ more »m:umaging,
institution has ever vet been abandoned.

{ Prussia, whos» experience in this regard, is'that
| of a century and a quarter, to that of cur young

sister Michigan, whose existence is as of yester-
day, the Normal school has been tried through=
rying sncess.

This result is in full harrr,un_v with the laws
f mind and of humansociety.  Teaching’ is a
high and henorable profession; and-no profession
has more arduous and complex duties to perform
—no one greater responsibilities to meet—and
no one operates on, or with, such valuable and
interesting material.  The most thorough pre-
paration is, therefore, requisite; and asthe du-
tics tobe performed are not only responsible, but
delicate, and moral or 1eligious feelings and
rights of the citizen, no source is so safe, no auv-
thority for their discharze so {ree from suspicion
as the State. Teachers trained by the

or bias,

| State, and representing the vitality of its repub-

licanism, will be the firm support and sure guar-
antre of its republican equality.

It is time also that the teaching mind should
reseme its true place in the schools.  Insthe
communication of knowledge, to be ellective,
mind, in sympathetic. contact, must act u
wind, and with living, speaking energy, leave
its impress there. The Great Master himself
thus trained the school which was to reform a
world.  But now the ook has too much intrud-
ed itself between the teacher and the tauvght.—
The teacher has too much become the mere ex-

| ponent of the printed page, and the mind of the

learner the impressed copy of the text, Tn thus
saying, the value and importance of books, asa
means of knowledge, are not intended to be
overlooked or dvcried: but the uses. of agencies
have their limits; and when we find the book
usurping the place of the teacher, to the injury
of the mind of our youth, we should restore
each to its proper [»o.vminn—-rvqmre from each
performance of its “appropriate functions,
and thus confer upon both the full measure of
their usefulness,

As an expedient to supy ply the place of reg-
ular Normal schools tili >\ld‘)||~ln d, and as a
valuable aU\n.m\ to them when in operation,
the Teachers’ Institote would be of unquestion-
value. It would bring together the teach-

able

ers of @ county under the best influences, for
consultation and improvement, and exhibit
them before their fellow-citizens in their pro-

per professional character. A portion of the
means of the State, or of the respective counties,
applicable to educational imprévement, could
be more profitably applied, than to the en-
gement of the meeting of at l-ast one such
stitute, annually, in each county. An ex-
periment of thiskind recently made in the coun-
ty of Chester, id 1o have been eminently

cour

Iy 82

suceesstol, and strongly indicative of the wis-
dom of the measure.
15 10 addition to these, or similar measures,

the Leaislature should 'n ! warranted—and the
has all thv sanction to the annual State
appropriation to common schools, T believe that
all will be done which the patriotism of the peo-
and 1 do
not hesitate to express the opionion  that the
{tme has come for this prompt, full and decisive
action. Let the integrity of the systemn, in ats
great purposes and objects, be mamtained: and
if changed, changed ouly {0 render it more #f-
ficient, and to increase is power for gareater
Whatever else may distinguish
your present session, it s hazarding little to pre-
dict, that more honor and bnefit will result
from the perfection of the common school systemn
ion, than from any other exercise of

usefulness,

of educ

| your legislative powers.

The post mortem examination of the body of
Miss Tda Morean, who died at the office of Dr.
Emery, PBroomfield street, resulted in finding
that she died from the inhalation of cholroform,
though it a good state of bodily heaith before tak-
ing it.  The chloroform had changed her blood
to water.  She ‘had inhaled it at a previeus
time, and bad telt bad effects from it. The chlo-
roform in the presentinstance was pure, and the
usnal quantity was given on a spouge. Cne ap-
plication did not produce insensibility, and at the
patient’s request the sponge was again placedto
her nose.  After a third application shie attemp-
ted to get up, but failed, and her head _rolled to
the side of the chair.” She was then placed
upon a loange, breathing heavily, but soon her
breating became mioré easy. th never spoke
after being remaved from the chair. | The ver-
dict of the Jury was, that she came to her death
| by chilorcform: that it was a pure article, /pro-
| perly. administered, but cautioned the ‘public
inst the m)uthuous use of it.—Bosfon Post,
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