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Children Harvest Seeds Of Truth, Hope Planted On The Farm
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Donough has many letters from the children who have

enjoyed their weekend of learning at the farm.
relationships with caring adults.
The children play games, read,
milk cows, ride horses, muck out
stalls and barns, or go fishing
duringthe weekend.

On the farm, Donough teaches
object lessons in a unique way.
For instance the children help
with sowing and harvesting, pre-
paring the meal in the kitchen,
and tending the animals.

“The kids get to see how a
healthy family functions,” Do-
nough said. This contrasts sharp-
ly with the harsh environment
experienced by many homeless
children.

In addition to watching a fami-
ly unit, the students leam from
several “object lesson stations”
planned during the weekend.

Robert enjoys reeling in
his first fish.

Waking the children at 4 a.m.
to help milk is a valuable experi-
ence, explained Donough.

“It’s grafted on their hearts
forever it’s “udderly” impossi-
ble for them to forget,” he said.

After milking the cows, Do-
nough, the volunteers, and chil-
dren spend time reading and dis-
cussing a passage to connect
scripture with an experience.

“Later, when children buy
milk at the store, what’s going to
pop into their heads? Donough
asks.

He believes the on-farm experi-
ence and the scripture connection
or at least the principle will be re-
called.”

Another object lesson station
includes a fishing trip. For
8-year-old Robert, catching a few
fish caused an adrenaline rush he
will never forget, Donough said.
The tugging on the end of Rob-
ert’s fishing line also resulted in
“plowing” his heart,” or prepar-
ing him to be receptive to the
Spiritual Fruit Farm’s teaching.

Donough sits down with the
kids to explain that “Jesus said,
‘Follow Me, and 1 will make you
fishers of men,' and I help them
work through what that means,”
he said.

The ministry vision, which Do-
nough began working on in 1999,
came as a result of study of the
Bible, rather than agricultural
background.

Through study Donough
began to see how agriculture il-
lustrated spiritual realities, and
that through farming he could
“take that which is physical to
teach that which is spiritual,” he
said.

“Our heart needs to be plowed
with praise and fertile with pray-
er,” said Donough, who cites nu-
merous scriptures dealing with
cultivating the earth.

In I Cor. 3:9 the Bible states
that “you are God’s field,” which
is one of the foundations for Do-
nough’s idea to integrate the
Bible and agriculture.

“Our hearts are that field and
need to be powered with praise
and fertile with prayer to accept
the seed, that’s the philsophy.
Galatians 5:22 lists the fruits of
the Spirit. I’m a spiritual fruit
farmer and interested in cultivat-
ing that in the heart of children
in a dynamic way,” he said.

As he was studying and begin-
ning to correlate agriculture and
scripture, Donough was involved
with children’s ministry at Water
Street Rescue Mission, and “in
that room with 20 kids, some
with behavioral problems, is what
I’d call rocky soil,” he said.

“My goal is to take them from
that environment and put them
in an environment where the soil
is fertile,” he said.

No behavior problems have
been reported when the children
are onl the farm.

Even the compost heap yields object lessons. Here Do-
nough explains how “mistakes” can become the most
fertile soil for future growth.

“Everything is new and differ-
ent and there are only two kids at
a time,” Donough said. “With
just two children, I know where
they’re at psychologically and
spiritually and can adapt the cur-
riculum.”

Although the ministry reaches
only a small number of people, it
is worth his time, Donough said.

“1 believe this way is better
than food stamps,” he said.

Gary learns to ride a horse with Mary Stoltzfoos’ help.

After milking a cow, students discuss principles from
Hebrews 5 about growing from “milk” to “solid food” in
gaining discernment.

The Stoltzfoos family sits down to dinner with Spiritual
Fruit Farm volunteers and students.

For more information about
the ministry and the planned
phases, the website address is
www.spiritualfruitfarm.org or
call Donough at (717) 392-2421.

Jared, left, and Robert discuss becoming “fishers of
men” with Donough.


