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(Continued from Page B 17) termine the date and name of

many pieces.
doors almost guarantees that a
customer can find one in the size
and style desired.

Much of Shank’s acquisitions
happen word-of-mouth. He buys
items from one person, who tells
another person who has a similar
item that Shank will buy.

“If it’s valuable. I’m willing to
pay,” Shank said.

Some larger items are rented
occassionally by movie producers
as props. Movie producers also
purchase many ofthe items.

Although Shank has been into
amassing items for years, it was
only sixyears ago that he sold his
dairy herd to go into marketing
old stuff as a full-time job.

Recently Shank has been dis-
tributing business cards with the
words: “Curious? Three-quarters
of an acre of interesting items.
Worth the trip.”

Cast iron tubs, spindles, knobs,
fences, grates, wooden buckets,
corn bins if you can’t find it at
Shanks, it probably isn’t avail-
able.

drug addict. One day you get a
fix (when you find a really great
piece) and then it may go a
month before you get another
fix.”

“But you can’t use a book to
price.”

Price is determined by the cost
he paid for an item and the col-
lectibility of the item.

Although many dealers mayShank consults books to de-

Some items such as this old feed bin is enhanced by
artistic painting.
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carry a few pieces
of architecture
finds, few have the
quantity Shank
has. Hundreds of

Shank’s Barn, 1200 Limestone
Rd., Oxford, is located on Route
10, six miles north of Oxford and
a quarter mile south on Rt. 896.

For more information, call
Shank at (610) 932-9212.
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To Find Architecture Treasures, More

Columns and posts in all sizes and shapes attract buy-
ers restoring properties to original grandeur or those who
want to add unique touches to a new home.

Numerous signs direct
customers to the many dif-
ferent areas where items
are displayed.

Call toll-free 1-800-FED-INFO to
find out about government pro-
grams, benefits, and services.
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TWO PRE-CHRISTMAS
TRAIN AUCTIONS

10 A.M. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2003
RIDGE FIRE COMPANY

ALONG RT. 23, BETWEEN PHOENIXVILLE, PA & RT. 100
EXHIBITION: FRIDAY EVENING 7-9

& FROM 8 A.M. SATURDAY
Pavilion - At the last minute, we decided to do a year-end block-
buster loaded with the kinds of trains I enjoy. Big, old, noisy, used
and gritty. Usually, we put our best stuff up front, but this auction
gets better as it goes! The vultures better pack a snack! Lionel,
Ives, and Flyer standard gage trains. Also new Lionel standard
gage trains. Prewar Lionel, Ives & Flyer “O” gage trains. Rare &

obscure clockwork and electric trains from England, Germany &

Bavaria - WWI Vintage, still in boxes! Lots of charming Putz
accessories for your under-tree display.

Blue Room - Private collection of modem ear trains (MPC, LTI,
K-Line, Williams), Toys (Matchbox, Winross, Dinky, Corgi) and
accessories. Mostly very clean, unused, 08. Varied roster.
Trucked in by us from Cranberry, PA.

12% Buyer’s Premium
2% Discount for Cash or Good Check
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