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The feeding station is located in the center of the pen,
along with the sorting scale and gates. At the far end of the
barn, you can see how manure is deposited mostly in the mid-
dle, away from the edges of the building where the animals
sleep. The manure pit under the slatted floor is divided, so the
outside sections fill much more slowly with fresh manure. Ma-
nure will be pumped from the central area to the digester, and
eventually returned for storage in the pits along the edge.
These hogs are almost finished, and many from the original
group have already been shipped to the packer.
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Manufacturers of Northern Appalachian Hardwoods

“WANTED”
Timber or Timberland

We pay cash before cutting
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Woodland Management
Buyer of Standing Timbers
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3 colors to choose from
Red, Black, Brown
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setup and the open floor plan.
“It certainly lends itself to

(the hogs) being more comfort-
able, with freedom to eat when
they want and wander around,”
she said.

As hogs near finish weight,
sorting them for shipping can
be done with a relatively small
amount of hassle, compared to
the old way of “physically
pushing them around,” Crone
said.

At sorting time, the pigs
must pass through an electronic
scale in order to reach the feed-
ing station. A computer-con-
trolled gate separates the ani-
mals by weight.

Hogs from one side of a barn
(about 550 animals) can be
sorted in two 12-hour periods,
according to Crone.

A scale for sorting is located

Swine Producers
in the center ofeach half of the
bams, with are divided length-
wise. The hogs have more mo-
bility in the Crones’ bams than
in many conventional modem
facilities. The extra activity
raises the question of whether
daily weight gains could be re-
duced by the setup.

But Crone believes that
labor savings and being able to
target the optimum finish
weight (247-257 pounds) off-
sets any sacrifice in weight
gains.

“We figure whatever we lose
in weight gain, we gain it back
by shipping during the premi-
um window,” she said.

Crone also likes easy access
to the animals.

The open floor plan “allows
us to really get in there and be
involved with the pigs,” she
said.

YEAR-END SPRAYER SALE
ORDER NOWFOR SPRING & SAVE!

• 200, 300, 500 and 750 Gallon Trailer Sprayers
• 25, 55, 110, 200 and 300 Gallon 3PT Hitch Sprayers

Available Potion
• 12, 20, 30', 35' & 40' Manual Fold Booms
• 30', 45' & 60' Hydraulic Fold Booms
• TeeJet Automatic Rate Controllers
• Manual or Electric Boom Controls

• TeeJet Valves & Nozzles
• Tank Rinse System
• Chemical Induction System
• Power wash with Jug Rinse
• 5 Gal or 15 Gal Foamer Markers
• HyproRoller, Centrifugal or Diaphragm

Pumps

• Order by Dec. 19th

• 2003 year Prices
• Additional Discounts

Up To $400.00
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