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A new online land use deci-
sionmaking tool is available to
help local government planners
measure the water quality im-
pacts of land use changes.

The tool is the Long-Term Hy-
drologic Impact Assessment (L-
THIA) model. The L-THIA
model was developed by Purdue
University in partnership with
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA Region 5), and
the Local Government Environ-
mental Assistance Network

(LGEAN).
To use the L-THIA model,
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local governments provide in-
formation about their location,
the proposed land use change,
and the area’s soil type. The L-
THIA model then uses commu-
nity-specific climate data to pro-
duce estimates of changes in re-
charge, runoff, and nonpoint
source pollution resulting from
the proposed development.
According to LGEAN, results
from using the L-THIA model
can be used to generate commu-
nity awareness of potential long-
term problems and to support
planning aimed at minimizing
disturbance of critical areas. L-
THIA is also an ideal tool to
identify the best location of a par-
ticular land use so as to have
minimum impact on a commu-
nity’s natural environment.
L-THIA is available for free on
the LGEAN web site. Users only
need an internet browser to use
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the tool. A downloadable GIS ex-
tension is also available for local
government officials with Arc-
View software. To use L-THIA,
visit LGEAN’s “Tools and Re-
sources” page at www.lgean.org/
html/exchange.cfm and select the
“Land Use Impacts on Water
Quality Model.”

LGEAN has also developed a
toolkit of innovative software and
databases which would be of as-
sistance to local governments in
the management of drinking
water, storm water, wastewater,
and watersheds. The tools are in-
teractive software or documents
that require user input. They are
designed to help users perform
operations and calculations nec-
essary to fulfill environmental re-
porting requirements or guide the
development of a helpful envi-
ronmental program. In addition
to the water tools, there is assist-
ance for air quality, energy, solid
waste management, hazardous
waste management, and smart
growth, There is a link to this
toolkit at the LGEAN’s “Tools
and Resources™ page.

Through its Website, LGEAN
provides environmental manage-
ment, planning, funding, and
regulatory information for local
government elected and appoint-
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ed officials, managers, and staff.
Located at www.lgean.org,
LGEAN enables local officials to
interact with their peers and oth-
ers online. In an effort to reach
all local governments, LGEAN
also manages a toll-free tele-
phone service (877) 865-4326.
LGEAN is not intended to pro-
vide on-site compliance assist-
ance to local governments, but to
give easy access to information
and tools.

What makes LGEAN special is
a partnership that has been
forged by the organizations that
compose it. The International
City/County Management Asso-

ciation developed and manages
the network. The partnering or-
ganizations are the American
Water Works Association, Air &
Waste Management Association,
Environmental Council of the
States, The International Munici-
pal Lawyers Association, Nation-
al Association of Counties, Public
Entity Risk Institute, Solid
Waste Association of North
America, Water Environment
Federation, and EPA. These or-
ganizations working together
have developed a very effective
resource to help communities
meet their environmental respon-
sibilities.

Kohl, Ledman To Headline
Dairy Stakeholders Conference

HARRISBURG (Dauphin
Co.) — David Kohl, professor
emeritus in Virginia Tech’s De-
partment of Agricultural and Ap-
plied Economics, and Mary
Keough Ledman, founder of
Keough Ledman Associates’
dairy economic consulting firm,
will speak at the Pennsylvania
Dairy Stakeholders’ annual con-
ference Dec. 10-11 at the Holiday
Inn, Grantville.

Joined by 13 other presenters,
Kohl and Ledman will lead dis-
cussions focusing on the North-
east dairy infrastructure’s future
and how we as an industry can
come together to “Set the Pace.”

Kohl’s presentation Wednes-
day, Dec. 10, will address the

state of the U.S. dairy industry
and the role that each dairy re-
gion plays in contributing to a
national and increasingly global
dairy industry.

Thursday, Dec. 11, Ledman
will focus her discussion on why
one size does not fit all when you
look at the makeup of our na-
tion’s dairy producers and how
all-sized producers can succeed.

Registration fee is $90 per per-
son.

For information on group dis-
counts and hotel rates or to re-
ceive a registration brochure,
contact Michelle Jaymes Parks at
(717) 948-6609 or by e-mail at
michelle@padairystake.org.

Cut Heating Cost With An Outdoor Furnace

An gficient Solution To AL
Your Heating Vleeds!

Standard Models Burn Wood, Coal
Multi-Fuel Models Burn Wood, Coal,
Oil, Propane, Gas or Waste Qil
“Adapts To All Existing Systems”

www.mahoningoutdoorfurnaces.com

800-692-5200

Manufacturing Furnaces Since 1990
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RAMPAGE PLACE PACKS

SAVE 15% through December 31, 2063

o FREE delivery within a 50 mile area ©
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Order any of the above items by Dec. 31, 2003 an
receive an additional 15 % off the listed price
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BARN CLEANING SERVICE AVAILABLE
WITH COMPRESSED AIR

To have your barn cleaned with air it will clean off dust, cob webs & lots
of the old lime. This will keep your barn looking cleaner & whiter longer.

* NO WET FLOORS

¢ IS COMPATIBLE WITH DISINFECTANT AND FLY SPRAYS
* DOES NOT RUB OFF EASILY

* WASHES OFF WINDOWS & PIPELINES EASILY
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| CALL US ABOUT ON THE FARM FLY CONTROL |

Serving Southeastern Pa. And More

BEITZEL'S SPRAYING

717-392-7227 or
Toll Free 1-800-727-7228 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM

CERTIFIED COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS
41 YEARS OF SERVICE

5 Trucks For Air Cleaning And Whitewashing
RADIO DISPATCHED TRUCK
Barn Spraying Is Our Business, not a sideline.

Witmer, PA 17585
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