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Our Central Susquehanna
Valley Dairy Extension Team
conducted four com silage
quality assessment clinics
throughout the month of Sep*
tember 2003. The primary
purpose of the clinics was to
provide area dairy producers
with feedback on moisture
content of whole-corn plant or
chopped com plant samples to
aid in timing of com silage
harvest. Research has shown
that com plants harvested
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based on whole plant mois-
tures will ferment better and
provide higher quality com si-
lage feed for dairycattle.

Forty-six whole com plant
or chopped samples were re-
ceived from 20 dairy produc-
ers in Columbia, Montour,
Northumberland, Snyder, and
Union counties. Chopped
samples were also tested for
parade length to evaluate ef-
fective fiber quality of the fu-
ture com silage. Com silage
that is chopped too finely will
provide little fiber benefit to
cows and may lead to lower
intake and greater chance of
acidosis and other associated
digestive disorders. Results
comparing actual versus rec-
ommended chop length was
provided back to dairy pro-
ducers. The multicounty

Now through December 31, 2003, you can
reserve a quality 2004 Hesston* machine for
spring delivery* and lock in 2003 prices. This
offer includes Hesston's most popular models,
from self-propelled windrowers and mower
conditioners to round and square balers. As every
Early Bird knows, the Hesston line combines
reliability and ruggedness with the advanced
features you expect to boost productivity, lower
yaur maintenance and get maximum profit from
every bale. See your Hesston dealer before
December 31, 2003 for Early Bird prices, and
special finance deals on equipment that's a cut
above the rest.
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agronomist also . evaluated
whole com plant samples
using traditional dry down
measures, including denting,
milk line, black line, and mil-
kiness or doughiness.

An observational compari-
son across samples showed no
clear relationship between tra-
ditional com grain measures
and moisture content ofwhole
plant samples. In other words,
traditional measures (denting,
milk line, etc.) provided
limited assistance in determin-
ing when to harvest com si-
lage. Samples were also check-
ed for insect damage mid
other stress indicators on
whole-corn plants and find-
ings were provided back to
producers. Stress damage to
whole-corn plants may indi-
cate increased opportunity for
mold and/or mycotoxin pro-
ductionleading to negative af-
fects on' animal health and
production.

Timing of com silage har-
vest for appropriate whole
plant moisture based on stor-
age method (e.g., upright silo,
bag, or bunker) is critical to
dairy farm profitability. When
com silage is harvested too
wet or too dry, the risk in-
creases for the following con-
ditions: loss of feed (increased
dry matter loss), poor nutri-

tional value of feed (lower en-
ergy, starch and digestibility),
decreased palatability of feed
(lower intake), and increased
opportunity for lower animal
defense against disease (indi-
rect affect of feeding poor
quality silage) and a direct
chance of disease associated
with poor quality silage (e.g.,
ketosis from high butyric add
levels, listeriosis, clostridial
diseases, and hemorrhagic
bowel syndrome). Because
com silage is a major compo-
nent of most dairy cow diets
in Pennsylvania, poor quality
will lead to lower dairy farm
income (milk production) and
higher farm expenses (higher
purchased feed costs from

®

FS SEEDS

Contact your
FS SEEDS

dealer or call
800-245-2435

for more
Information

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, October 18, 2003, Cbm talk-Els

Sandy Costello, left, multieounty dairy agent, dis-
cusses com variety information with Chris Wolff of
PenCol Dairy at a silage testing clinic in the parking
lot of the new Union County extensionoffice.
Photo by Norm Conrad.

poor nutritional value and less
feed, higher veterinary and
treatment costs).

Central Susquehanna Val-
ley Dairy Extension Team
members participating with
me in the project were Norm
Conrad, agronomy agent and
Ken Balliet, farm manage-
ment agent. Special thanks
also goes to Gerard Troisi
from Upper Susquehanna
Crop Management Associates
for technical assistance, Ritter
Feeds for logistical assistance,
and area nutritionists, veteri-
narians, and other area agri-
business professionals for en-
couraging producers to
attend.
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