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Friday the 13th was not an unlucky day for Bill and Abbey Jones. This was the day

i

their fifth baby was born, a beautiful little girl Krista Vicky Jones. Susquehanna County
Dairy Princess Shana Mack visited the Jones’ to recognize a “June is Dairy Month”
baby. Shana took them their evening meal and a ‘got milk’ outfit and bottle for the baby,
along with cow erasers and coloring books for her brother and sisters. Krista's brother
and sisters are Luke, 8; Mackenzie, 6; Kerl, 5; and Peyton, 2.

Beefman Begins Tour At Beef Expo

WESTMORELAND, N.Y. —
Beefman, the official mascot of
the New York Beef Industry
Council (NYBIC) recently visited
the Main Beef Expo.

This summer Beefman will
visit four states to help spread the
good word about beef. Beefman
has been maintaining a travel
journal to document his visits.

He wrote the following words:

Dear New York Beef Pro-
ducers,

I had a terrific time in
Maine! Those girls I met really
like me. A lot of ’em aren’t
from Maine. They’re from the
Technical College in Massa-
chusetts and they want to visit

with Twig Walkingstick

Dear Twig: My friend calls fireflies “lightning
bugs” | just call them fireflies. Who's right?

Both of you are right. Some people call firefies
“fireflies” And some people call fireflies “lightning
bugs” Both are common names for insects in the
Lampyndae famdy
“Lampyridae” means “shining ones™ in Greek And
shiming, of couree, 16 what firefliee do On hot summer
rights, they blink, wink and fiash in the darkness.
Attracting a mate 1s why they do it (usually). Special
chemicals are how they do it The chemicals, in the
abdomen, combine and make light but almost no heat
(unitke a ight bulb, ouchl) The process ie called

bioluminescence

About 170 firefly epecies live in North America,
most of them no farther west than Kansas In all, nearly
2,000 firefly species exist on Earth (on every continent
except Antarctical). In firefly-rich Jamaica (50 species),
people call them “blinkies™ The Japanese word for them
16 hotaru A common species n North America,

Photinus pyrahs, goes by the mckname “Big Dipper”

So you can call them fireflies Or you can call them

lightring bugs Just don't call them flies or buge

Lampyride — ke John, Pau!, George and Ringo
(ask your parents) — are beetles

Shine until tomorrow,
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them there next winter. How
exciting!

Anyway, I never saw so
much rain. Why it rained and
rained. But I stayed inside be-
cause all the people were inside
mulling around the cattle and
talking, so why should I be out
getting wet? My hat’s so big it
kept me pretty dry except that it
seemed to catch the rain falling
off the barn roof.

Lots of folks wanted their
picture taken with me. I really
muscled up for them. I was re-
ally handsome. They don’t see
many cowpokes like me up
north, I guess.

That lady from the Maine
Beef Council is pretty nice too.
She made sure nobody punched
me. There were a couple of
little guys who challenged me
to box with them, but I coyly
acted surprised. The little dev-
ils!

Hey, guess what! I went to
my first cattle auction. Wow,
that guy up front talks real
Jast. He was rattling away and
people kept waving at him, so I
guess he was doing a good job.
Then there were these other
guys outside the ring. They
were pointing at people and
yelling something like “Ya-ep!
Ya-ep!” — Does anyone know
what that means?

I had fun visiting the Maine-
New England Beef Expo. It’s a
great event. But, I was glad to
come home. Traveling makes a
cowboy tired.

Sincerely,
Beefman

P.S. If the youngin’s want to
visit me, they should visit my
page on the New York Beef
Council Website at www.nybee-
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Small Seeds Appear
In Seedless Watermelon

COLUMBUS, Ohio — You
can rest assured that your
sighting of seeds in a seedless
watermelon is normal. Al-
though you are seecing little
white dots, this case is not
enough to label you fruity!

The little white seeds most
consumers find when splitting
open a watermelon are empty
skins from young seeds and
are soft and edible. Seedless
watermelons are usually less
messy to eat than seeded wa-
termelons.

The small, white seeds are
the work of scientists who
have developed a way to raise
a “mule” watermelon — fruit
that cannot reproduce. The
plants of seedless watermelon
are pollinated and produce
fruit, but the seeds inside the

watermelon are infertile.
Because the seeds are infer-

tile, the melon adapts. The
inner, red fruit is often firmer
than a seeded watermelon be-
cause it does not soften to
cushion developing seeds. This
usually results in a little longer
shelf life.

The seedless watermelon’s
seeds have three chromo-
somes, instead of the normal
two chromosomes. When the
chromosomes 'in the seeds
begin to split and multiply, the
extra chromosome throws the
process off, leaving the seeds

infertile. So, while it looks like
a seed, it would not grow if
planted.

Scientists achieved the seed-
less melon this way: The seeds
planted for seedless watermel-
on are modified by the chemi-
cal colchicine to have four
chromosomes. These seeds are
then pollinated by a normal
seed with two chromosomes.
The resulting fruit has seeds
that receive two chromosomes
from one parent and one chro-
mosome from another, hence
three chromosomes and infer-
tility.

The four-chromosome seeds
for seedless watermelon some-
times cost 20 times the price of
regular watermelon seed. They
also have low germination
rates, which is one of the big-
gest problems for growers. But
with the right temperatures
and growing conditions, seed-
less watermelon can be grown.

with Twig Walkingstick
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Dear Twig: My grandmother says there
were more fireflies when she was young. What
do you know about that?

In many places around the world, firefly numbere
seem lower | say “seem,” because studies have yet to
confirm a decline
But many people in many places — in Asia and
North America, for example — echo what your
grandmother says: “There used to be more fireflies”
If it's true — if our glowing beetle friends are fewer
and farther between — then scientists think there could
be a couple of reasons (if not more).
One reason might be pesticides Certain
pesticides, sprayed to kill pests (like mosquitoes), might

be hurting fireflies.

Another reason might be habitat destruction,
which has harmed many creatures already Many fireflies
{ive in wetlands, and many wetlands have been destroyed

by development

A third reason might be light pollution (from cities,
streets, buldings, etc.) Bright night lights might make it
hard for fireflies to find each other

Are firefly numbers faling? Research 1s needed to

answer that question
Keep watching the sky and see what you see

Luminiferously,
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