
Outstanding Farm Family
(Continued from Page Al9) Salesmen may also be a source

of learning “what other farmers
are doing, or what new products”
are on the market, he said.

“If we stay small, the problems
are smaller,” he said.

“I’m just a do-it-myself per-
son.” The Grumbines purhase feed,

from several different businesses,
which may also yield information
as they work with different
sources, they said.

Working with an independent
nutritionist who is in contact
with several mills is also benefi-
cial, both to compare prices and
to see what each mill has to offer,
believe the Grumbines.

“We do things by steps. The
main thing is keeping the debt
load small.”

If the children prove to be in-
terested in the farm, the couple
will look more closely at expand-
ing, he said.

Besides recently adding a heif-
er facility and mattresses, tunnel
ventilation, a milking parlor and
freestall bam are also on the list
of improvements for the future.

Part of profitability means uti-
lizing custom operators for some
of the farm work to try to “keep
equipment debt low,” said Larry.

Farm Upgrades
Self-Education

The couple often takes advan-
tage of the opportunity to attend
open houses on other farms “to
keep our options open,” said
Denise. “It’s good to have an
open mind instead of sticking to
one idea.”

The farm has been improved
through such opportunities as the
Chesapeake Bay Program, which
enabled the Grumbines to put in
a manure tank that is emptied
twice a year.

Public auctions, one ofLarry’s
hobbies, also provide the chance
to talk to other farmers and learn
still more.

The Grumbines have also in-
stalled strip cropping with finan-
cial help from the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service.

,

~ farm system#
: 608 E. Ev©fgw©o Road, Lebanon,** 17042
Nmmk 717-274*5333
tHTiafl: BfsCntm.com

Denise designed and painted this sign for the farm.
The name, “Ladbine Farm,” is a combination of Larry and
Denise Grumbine’s names.

In addition, partnering with
the Department of Environ-
mental Protection has yielded
fenced-in streams on the proper-
ty-

4-H Members Honored

4-H’ers Caitlin Ketterer and
Cathy Levan as outstanding 4-H
members.

Caitlin, Bemville, is the daugh-
ter of Jo-Ann and Brian Ketterer
and is a five-year member oftheir
Leesport 4-H Club. Besides hold-
ing several offices in the club, she
has been a teen leader for five
years.

Besides honoring the Out-
standing Farm Family, the Read-
ing Fair Board will also recognize

Additionally, she has founded
and is organizational leader for

the 4-H cake decorating club. She
has been active in the sewing and
cooking projects with the Lees-
port club and has participated
4-H State Days and the County
Fashion Revue, advancing to the
Regional Fashion Revue four
times, in addition to the State
Fashion Revue.

A graduate of Tulpehocken
High School, she plans to attend
Albright College to major in sec-
ondary education.

Cathy Levan, Hamburg, is the
daughter of Shirley and Paul
Levan.

She is a 10-yearmember of the
Berks County 4-H Swine Club,
sheep club, and beef clubs.

During these years, she has re-
ceived grand champion awards
in showmanship and fitting in
the three project areas. She also
placed in the top five in the 4-H
Swine Skill-A-thon for several
years.

Also Larger Tanks Available
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She has severed in leadership

capacities in the livestock clubs
and has organized and coached
the Berks County participation in
the Keystone Pork Bowl. She has
also served as a 4-H Member on
the Berks County 4-H Livestock
Council.

Cathy plans to attend Reading
Area Community College, then
finish her education studying ag
business at Penn State.

FFA Members Honored
FFA members that will be rec-

ognized are Kristy Dietrich and
Justin Shupp.

Kristy, Hamburg, has served
as FFA secretary and president.
In addition she is accomplished
in public speaking and livestock
evaluation. She owns numerous
beef animals in the family beef
herd.

She has also been a member of
4-H for several years, exhibiting
animals at various events. Kristy
plans to attend Penn State Berks
in the fall and major in an agri-
culturally-related major.

Justin Shupp, Birdsboro, is a
graduate of Twin Valley High
School. He is the son of Michael
and Roxann Shupp and has held
several FFA offices.

He has emphasized environ-

The Grumbines recently added a heifer facility.

mental studies and has won the
regional forestry contest twice, in
addition to placing second in the
state forestry conference and
being a member of the second-
place team.

He has also won the regional
wildlife competition twice, and
has placed second in the state
wildlife contest. He has helped to
plant trees and with the border
cutting project, besides cleaning
and repairing nest boxes for the
Pennsylvnaia Game Commission.

The game commission has
honored him with state level
awards. In January he was select-
ed as the Eastern Pennsylvania
Star in Specialty Agriculture for
his conservation work. He has
also chaired the school’s Christ-
mas tree recycling projects.

Shuppplans to major in forest-
ry at Penn State this fall.
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Huge
Summer
Savings

Now thru Aug. 30th
New Propane Tanks

Powder Coated
1000 gal. Sale Price $1,299

500 gal. Sale Price $775

oSgJ.iv
We can help
you save sss
on L.P. Gas

Send check today for Free Delivery in 15 mile radius
Add 6% sales tax unless exempt

Installation Available
BEAT!!

The Expected
Hi«h Prices

f Sellers Pneumatics llc
71« Vintage Rd., Christiana, M 17509

Ana. tar. 91 ar»o<M»39-7004
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HAMMER MILLS
for Grinding
High Moisture & Dry
Grains

Grinds
Finer
than
Roller Mills.

te

AUGER 1
INSTALLATIONS
4 In feedlots
4 In drying systems
4 Commercial

applications
4 Atfeedmills or

elevators
4 Around loultn

dairy barns
4 At your gram bins

or bulk tanks
4 Replacement

Augers for feed
mixers and farm

Bu/Hr

equipment

CUSTOM MADE *

AUGERS <>°*Cm
Galvanized • Carbon • Stainless
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U TROUGHS

Standard Auger Specifications

Tube Gauge
Flight Thickness

3000

3/16” 3/16” 3/16"

2000


