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lem is occurring? The first step is to confirm that a
herd problem exists. Producers need to calculate
what is the normal level of embryonic loss (day 1
through day 42 of gestation). Abortions are fetal
losses in calves older than 42 days of gestation. Most
farms experience 2-5 percent observed abortions per
year, with a few additional losses that are never seen
or found. Therefore, the annual abortion rate on a
“typical” farm is generally considered 5-8 percent.
Each farm is a little different and each farm should
calculate their own rate using several years of herd
history. Typically random losses would be spread
out over the year, so one easy place to start is to cal-
culate a monthly rate based on animals pregnant
per month. Herd pregnancy rates fluctuate so it is
important to calculate the abortion rate based on
the animals at risk or, put another way, number
pregnant. If there is a marked increase in abortion
rate in a very narrow window, say 2-4 weeks, then a
problem may be brewing and action should be
taken.
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Holstein Foundation Receives
$lO,OOO To Support YoungDairy Leaders

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. Donna Beal, executive
director of the Holstein Foundation, recently an-
nounced that the Farm Credit System Foundation,
Inc. has made a $lO,OOO grant to support the Hol-
stein Foundation’s Young Dairy Leaders Institute
Program (YDLI).

Young Dairy Leaders Institute is a three-phase
leadership and communications skills development
program for young adult agricultural participants,
ages 22-45. YDLI is helping to build the leadership
transition team for the dairy industry. Participants
often develop long-lasting relationships and learn
the importance of both appreciating differences and
reaching consensus on issues facing the industry.
They put their newly-developed leadership skills
into practice between the first and second phase of
YDLI training workshops by undertaking outreach
activities in their communities. There are nearly 400
YDLI alumni serving as leadership ambassadorsfor
the dairy industry throughout the country.

For more information about the Farm Credit
System Foundation and the Holstein Foundation,
visit www.fcsfoundation.org and www.holstein-
foundation.org, respectively.


