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Hard Winter Good For Alfalfa Crop
UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre

Co.) —All signs indicate a bump-
er crop of alfalfa across the com-
monwealth, according to a crop
scientist in Penn State’s College
ofAgricultural Sciences.

Marvin Hall, professor of for-
age management in the depart-
ment of crop and soil sciences,
says early reports from around
the state this spring all point to a
great start for alfalfa and other
forage crops. And it started, he
says, with the winter’s substantial
snow dumps.

Alfalfa stands can overwinter
and bounce back to produce for-
age for as long as IS years, with a
typical life of three to four years.

Alfalfa also is one of the most
nutritious forages, with a high
energy density. Hall explains that
those demands make predicting
annual yields important for live-
stock and dairyproducers often
the difference between profitabili-
ty and debt.

“If alfalfa yields are bad, it re-
ally can affect a farmer’s profita-
bility, because when they make
their own hay it’s a pretty cheap
feed source,” he said.lf they’re
expecting three tons to the acre
and they only get two, they can
suddenly be 50 tons short of for-
age, and that has to come from
somewhere. But the amount that
they’re getting in milk revenues
isn’t changing, so it’s more of a
cost squeeze on the farmer.

“With a cost squeeze, fanners
aren’t spending as much money
in their local hardware stores and
jewelry stores and it affects the
whole agricultural community.
The consumer wouldn’t see it in
the prices. But if they owned a
business in the community,
they’d know it immediately when
farmers are having a hard time.”

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Commercial red meat production
for the U.S. totaled 3.70 billion
pounds in March, up 1 percent
from the 3.68 billion pounds pro-
duced in March 2002, according
to the National Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service (NASS).

March 2002 contained 21
weekdays and five Saturdays.
March 2003 contained 21 week-
days and five Saturdays.

Beef production, at 2.05 billion
pounds, was 1 percent below the
previous year. Cattle slaughter
totaled 2.77 million head, up 1
percent from March 2002. The
average live weight was 1,234
pounds, down 7 pounds from
March ayear ago.

“Forage plants are different
than people,” Hall said. “They
like winter weather that stays
cold, and heavy snow cover pro-
tects them from severe cold.”

“Mild winter weather that
freezes, thaws, then refreezes is
the most damaging for forage
plants and alfalfa in particular.
Our motto is, ‘let it snow, let it
snow!’ On a scale ofone to 10, I’d
say this winter was in the 8-to-9
range; I don’t expect to see much
damage due to winterkill.”

He explains that the less-severe
winters the state has enjoyed the
past few seasons promote a
freeze-and-thaw cycle that can
expose and tear alfalfa roots.
Winterkill is a special problem
for alfalfa, which is a perennial.

Veal production totaled 16.5
million pounds, 10 percent above
March a year ago. Calf slaughter
totaled 85,100 head, up 10 per-
cent from March 2002. The aver-
age live weight was 323 pounds,
down 1 pounds from March a
year ago.

Pork production totaled 1.62
billion pounds, up 2 percent from
the previous year. Hog kill iotal-
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Lamb, Mutton Production Down
18 Percent, March Record Low

ed 8.15 million head, 2 percent
above March 2002. The average
live weight was 268 pounds, up 1
pounds from March ayear ago.

Lamb and mutton production,
at 18.2million pounds, was down
18 percent from March 2002.
Sheep slaughter totaled 264,000
head, 19 percent below last year.
The average live weight was 138
pounds, unchanged from March

ayear ago.
January-March red meat pro-

duction was 11.27 billion pounds,
virtually unchanged from 2002.
Accumulated beef production
was down 1 percent from last
year, veal was up 8 percent, pork
was up 2 percent, and lamb and
mutton production was down 15
percent.

Cattlemen Unite In D.C.
WASHINGTON, D.C. Hun-

dreds of farmers and ranchers
from across the country walked
the halls of the Capitol today,
meeting with key congressional
offices on top priority issues.
Most critical is the urgent need
for permanent repeal of the
Death Tax.

the entire ranch to pay offtax lia-
bilities. This takes more open
spaces out of agriculture produc-
tion and puts it into the hands of
urban developers.

“We must fight for permanent
repeal of this antiquated tax. It’s
not a tax on the wealthy elite
it’s a death warrant for small-to-
medium sized family businesses,”
said Jay Truitt, NCBA’s execu-
tive director of legislative affairs.

The livestock producers are ac-
tive members of the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association
(NCBA).

“We represent generations of
rural families across the United
States who are struggling to
maintain their family ranches
built by our forefathers,” said
Idaho cattle producer and NCBA
President Eric Davis.

“The excessive burden of the
death tax hits us with a devastat-
ing blow of up
to 55 percent in
taxes on the en-
tire operation
when a family
member dies. It
is an unfair tax
on American
values and the
American
dream.”

In /an asset-
rich and cash-
poor business,
the appraised
value of rural
land is extreme-
ly inflated from
the agricultural
value over the
years. Many cat-
tle producers
are forced to sell
off land, parts of
the operation, or

“The rich can afford account-
ants and estate planners to help
them evade the tax. They’re cash-
rich and amass fortunes, place
the money within foundations,
and are able to easily survive this
tax burden.”
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