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(Continued from Page A10)

¢ Almost one in five local jobs can be
credited to the agricultural industry.

* More than 7,000 people are employed
in production agriculture.

* Lancaster County ranks number 1 in
the country in the number of laying hens;
number 2 in the country in the number of
farms with sales greater than $100,000;
number 3 in the country in direct market-
ing food; number 4 in the country in total
number of farms; and number 8 in the
country in the number of dairy cows.

¢ Lancaster ranks number one in the
state in the production of dairy, broilers,
layers, cattle, calves, hogs, corn, hay, and
tobacco.

¢ Each second, Lancaster County pro-
duces 90 eggs, 21 pounds of corn, 13
pounds of hay, 9 pounds of chicken, and 7
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gallons of milk.

¢ Lancaster’s ag image — not to men-
tion gorgeous farms — represent a signifi-
cant driver to our local tourism economy,
generating more than 7 million tourists an-
nually who spend 1.3 billion each year.

¢ Farming is also a solid contributor to
the plus side of our local tax base. For
every $1 of local taxes paid, farm services
use $0.07 — easily the lowest amount of
any economic sector or use.

¢ Farmland also serves a valuable role
in groundwater recharge, allowing the
much-needed rains to soak into our
groundwater through the acres and acres
of field and pasture.

So, Lancaster’s reign as Pennsylvania’s
most significant ag economy, and agricul-
ture’s contributions to all of us, simply
cannot be challenged.

Yet — and I am sorry to note there is a
“yet” — while I can write ad nauseum on
all sorts of positive economic impacts of
agriculture, we also need to consider the
following:

o Lancaster County has among the
most expensive ag land in the entire coun-
try, while, at the same time, we have no
ability to extract more from markets of
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commodity crops such as corn, soybeans,
and wheat.

¢ Lancaster County agriculture is con-
fined to small fields with lots of urban
neighbors, creating an increasing tension
over co-existence.

¢ Lancaster County agriculture cannot
survive if our only way to make it on the
farm is through frugal lifestyles and pover-
ty level incomes.

And the list of challenges goes on. For
agriculture to continue its success, we as a
community need to understand the chal-
lenges and change the message.

You see, I contend that to the average
Lancastrian, preserving our ag economy is
synonymous with preserving our farmland
— a notion I believe is not only simplistic
but even potentially threatening to the fu-
ture of ag.

We need to expand the message, and we

need to be vigilant that public policy fol-

lows suit. Some tactical examples:
Preserve the farmer. What good is pre-
served farmland if we have no farmers to
work it? In this regard, I am pleased to
hold up the chamber’s ag program as one
of the answers. Funded in partnership
with the County of Lancaster, this pro-
gram gears its efforts to educa-
A ting the farmer on sound busi-
M ness practices, educating the
public on the overall signifi-
cance of farming and the ag
economy, providing network-
ing opportunities for the local
ag community to learn best
practices, exchange ideas and
learn from each other, and ed-
ucate local elected officials on

may encounter.
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* High efficiency “PSC” motor
« Full variable speed capabilities

unrestricted airflow

* High quality sealed “AVS” designed

. *V Belt with belt tensioner
* Fan Guards included

SALE PRICING

Belt Drive and Direct Drive

(- GALVANIZED BOX FANS & SLANT WALL FANS

Economical line of galvanized fans are now available in vanous versions to fit any need or application that you

Direct Drive

motor mounts for

Belt Drive
in 36" & 50" sizes

{ the issues of significance to the
ag community:

Bermad

Features:
Saves money
1 Easily adjustable
to seasonal
variations
Simple installation
Corrosion-resistant
materials

The Bermad is a
precision automat-
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PAN FEEDER
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A Deep Pan for
Adult Birds

A Shallow Pan
for Chicks

REMODELING NEEDS

e Tunnel Ventilation

e Watering * Feeding
Our experienced staff is ready to help!
To help from design to finish
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@ FEED BINS
Up To 63.18 Tons

dia.

Volumetric Shut-Off Valve

_| ic shut-off metering valve for use in small
« \ irrigation, refilling, and batching systems.

We assemble, deliver and set
up bins on your farm.

*Weather tight die-formed roof
*Stronger engineered sidewalls

With CORE
AUGERS
and € flex-flo™
AUGER SYSTEM
in 2 1/4” dia. to 5”

The battery is part of
unit, reducing size and
weight

Ulti-Mat™
All Rubber

Cow Mattress

Installation

Continuous Cow Comfort —
THE ONLY All Rubber Mattres
that recovers to original shape

after cow movement.

New helmet; easy
access to lens cassette
and extended throat
protection

D.S. Machine Shop

238B Old Leacock Rd., Gordonville, PA 17529
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1. Ensuring industrially-zoned land is
every bit as protected as farmland. In Lan-
caster County, all land is precious. As vig-
ilant as we are about farmland preserva-
tion, we need to be just as vigilant
regarding industrially-zoned land. That is
the land where the Tyson’s will locate,
where Pepperidge Farm will settle, where
Sauder’s Eggs will grow — all important
elements of our ag economy.

2. Develop a more ag-friendly business
environment. Our local regulations have to
change with the needs of our local ag
economy. Permitting on-farm businesses,
lessening some of the excessive regula-
tions, allowing for some more intensive
and efficient farm practices, and promot-
ing intergovernmental cooperation to en-
sure regional approaches to the solution
are essential.

3. Create a Lancaster brand. The name
Lancaster has great value for the image it
creates. In that regard, tagging locally-
grown products with such a brand will in-
crease their value.

4. Finally, let’s create a vision for the fu-
ture. The Economic Development Compa-
ny of Lancaster County is undertaking a
strategic planning process for the future of
economic development. It is vital that the
agriculture interests are involved in the
process. There will be plenty of opportuni-
ty for community input throughout the
process, and the ag voice must be heard.

Let me end where 1 began — almost. 1
started this column by quoting the Scrib-
bler in noting, “agriculture is an important
industry in Pennsylvania and Lancaster is
a fertile place. Let it go at that.”

Let me end by altering that just a
bit . . . agriculture is an important industry
in Pennsylvania, and Lancaster is a fertile
place. Let’s not let it go at that!

— Reprinted courtesy of
Lancaster Business To Business
Magazine, April 2003
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PROTECTION FOR WELDERS

Seedglas
Fresh-air®
1P 9000

The world’s most advanced powered air-purifying respirator
with the latest in auto-darkening welding technology

Improved airflow pat-
tern means it doesn't
feel like you're being
blasted by a fan

SPECIAL

NOTICE
As of March 2003
ULTI-MAT in barns
7 years & still
maintains constant
Cow Comfort
Constructed to
Last And last

Absolutely The Ultimate

in Cow Comfort

* Call For References »

Installation & Financing Available

* Designed by farmers

e Inert - does not promote fungus or
bactenal growth

¢ 3" nominal thickness

* Water and acid resistant polyurethane
binder

» Comfort doesn’t change after 7 years
In barn and running

* Mattress pads are guaranteed provid-
ed the top cover doesn't have holes in
it with the onginal instaliation

Zartman Farms now has Water
Resistant & Waterproot
Mattress Covers

ZARTMAN FARMS

820 Hilitop Rd., Ephrata, PA 17522
E-mail: zartmanfarms@de]azzd com

717-733-1050

website:www.zartmanfarms.com



