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Editor’s note: This is a month-
ly columnfrom the Pennsylvania
Ag Statistics Service (PASS), a
field office of USDA’s National
Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS) in cooperation with the
Pennsylvania Department of Ag-
riculture (PDA). The Website is
H’K’H'. usda.gov/nass/.
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DON’T LET PA.
GET SHORTCHANGED

Don’t let Pennsylvania be under-
counted in the Ag Census! It
could have an impact on the fu-
ture funding of the ag services or
programs that you use right here
in Pennsylvania.

Here is a partial list of items

The custom rates shown are averages from voluntary reports by custom operators and
farmers throughout Pennsylvania Most ot the rates are stated per atre twt ton, bale or
bushel rather than per hour to reduce the variation due to machinery size Individual rates
\ary due to differences in working conditions services performed or even ihe operator s
eagerness to do custom work Therefore the average rates shown should not be considered
absolute indications ot fair charges

\crcagc rates are shown separately tor two regions of the state labeled "Mountain"
and Valley" The differences in rates between regions reflect differences m terrain sods and
alternative opportunities tor the labor and equipment used I igurcs labeled "State represent
the straight average ot all reports used regardless ot geographic location

Ot tlie rates reported with year to year comparisons 41 increased, 16 decreased,
ami 6 ire the same as last year Thirteen new items were added to the survey this year
Because ol (he potential variation in size and overall productivity of equipment, a range of
reported r ites lot each job has been added I lie range represents the middle 80 percent ot all
uported rales tor each job thus the lowest 10 percent and the highest 10 percent of all
reported values were excluded
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that are affected by counts from
the Census ofAgriculture: Exten-
sion funding and staffing, ag re-
search grants, farm bill pro-
grams, crop insurance, farm
loans by private lenders, small
farm programs. Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and Education
program, programs run by the
Pennsylvania Department of Ag-
riculture, and much more.

I wish to thank the thousands
of people in Pennsylvania who
have already sent in their com-
pleted Ag Census form.

However, growers in about
15-20 other states are doing bet-
ter at returning their Ag Census
forms. We want to be fairly rep-
resented compared to other states
because an undercount will short-
change Pennsylvania agriculture
for the next five years.

That’s why, in the next week
or two, we are mailing a third
form to those who have not yet
responded. Although we don’t
want to bother you at home, after
that, we will have to make phone
calls or farm visits to ask for your
help.

Within our borders, county
statistics from the Ag Census will
often be the only information
about your county until the next
Ag Census, which is five years
away. A complete count is
needed for every county so that
your county is properly repre-
sented compared to the rest.

So far. Centre, Elk, and Frank-
lin counties are leading the Penn-
sylvania responses, but many
counties are way behind these
leaders. Any county that comes
up short in the final tally may not
get fair consideration for exten-
sion services or other decisions
that affect Pennsylvania growers.

Remember small, part-time,
and hobby farms must be count-
ed, too. Call toll-free (888)
4AG-STAT or (888) 424-7828 if
you did not receive a census form
or if you need any help complet-
ing the form.

Pa. Custom
Rates Published

This annual report shows the
state average rates for more than

80 contracted services, including
plowing and cultivating, planting
and drilling, spraying, harvest-
ing, and more. Averages are also
published for mountain and val-
ley regions of the state.

New features in this report in-
clude 13 new items added for
2003. We are also publishing the
range of reported charges after
removing the highest 10 percent
and lowest 10 percent across the
state.

This popular report was
funded by the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Agriculture but it is
only possible thanks to voluntary
reports by custom operators and
Pennsylvania farmers. Thank
you!

The results of the Custom
Rates survey can be found here
in this issue ofLancaster Farm-
ing or at www.nass.usda.gov/pa/
by clicking on “Publications and
Releases.”

2002 Trout Summary
Published Feb. 28

Pennsylvania 2002 trout pro-
duction ranks fifth in the nation
based on the value of trout sold.
Pennsylvania sales account for 7
percent of national trout sales.
Only Idaho, North Carolina,
Washington, and California had
more trout sales.

Thank you to all the producers
who helped us with your re-
sponse to the annual trout survey
conducted every January. The
survey contacted all known pro-
ducers and hatcheries.

Pennsylvania’s 61 commercial
trout growers sold 1.64 million
pounds of trout valued at $4.56
million during 2002. This was
down from the 1.88 million
pounds valued at $4.89 million
sold in 2000. Only Wisconsin has
more trout growers than Pennsyl-
vania, with 65 operations.

Pennsylvania ranks first in the
nation for the value of trout dis-
tributed for conservation and rec-
reational purposes. With a value
of $lO.B million, Pennsylvania ac-
counts for 16.6 percent of the na-
tiofTs distributed trout. This in-
cludes trout released by state
hatcheries, cooperative nurseries,
and private fishing clubs.

The complete report includes
statistics for the 20 major trout-
producing states. The tables in-
clude trout sales by size of fish,
first point of sale by size of fish,
trout losses by reason for loss,
distributed trout by size of fish,
and trout eggs both sold and dis-
tributed.

For the complete Trout report,
search for “Trout” in the com-
modity list at www.usda.gov/
nass/search.htm.

2002 Honey Summary
Published Feb. 28

Honey statistics are compiled
for producers with five or more
colonies. Thank you to all the
producers who helped us with
your response to the annual
honey survey conducted every
December. The survey contacted
all large producers and a sample
ofsmaller honey operations.

Pennsylvania honey produc-
tion in 2002 totaled 1.026 million
pounds, up 6 percent from the
969,000 pounds in 2001. This
honey was pulled from 18,000
colonies statewide, up 1,000 from
last year. The average yield was
57 pounds per colony, same as
2001.

Total Pennsylvania stocks of
honey, as of Dec. 15, 2002, were
513,000 pounds, about the same
as the previous year.

Pennsylvania honey producers
received an average price of $1.30
per pound, compared to 92 cents
last year.

Nationwide, there were 2.524
million colonies producing honey
in 2002. National honey produc-
tion totaled 171 million pounds,
down 8 percent from previous
year. Yield per colony averaged
67.8 pounds, compared to 74.0
pounds in 2001.

National producer honey
stocks were 39.05 million pounds
on Dec. 15, 2002, down 40 per-
cent from a year earlier.

Prices for the 2001 U.S. honey
crop averaged $1.29 per pound,
compared to 70.4 cents last year.

For the complete Honey re-
port, search for “Honey” in the
commodity list at
www.usda.gov/nass/search.htm.
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