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New Study Evaluates Value Of Checkoff Efforts
DENVER, Colo. Cattle pro-

ducers are the primary beneficia-
ries of increased beef demand,
according to research by a Colo-
rado State University professor.
For that reason, the beef checkoff
is a good investment by beef pro-
ducers, says researcher Stephen
R. Koontz.

Koontz is an economics profes-
sor in the Department of
Agricultural and Resource Eco-
nomics at CSU. His research
pointed to data that showed a re-
cord volume of beef production
in 2002, yet prices that stayed el-
evated, as partial proof of his
conclusions.

passed on to beef producers in
the form of changed cattle
prices.”

work that needs to be done,”
Koontz wrote.

profitability of their own opera-
tions.

Koontz acknowledges that fu-
ture distribution of benefits from
increased demand could not be
predicted. “It is tough to say with
certainty how the benefits of im-
provements in demand will be
split over longerperiods of time,”
he said. “But it is clear that pro-
ducers have borne the weight of
the decline and have now seem
some of the benefits of demand
improvement.”

“The successful launch of any
new beef product can lead to an
increased demand for beef, and
improved markets for beef cat-
tle,” according to Tracy Brunner,
a cattle producer from Central
Kansas and chairman of the

“Producers stand to benefit
from investing in new product
development, which stimulates
demand, which in turn results in
improved farm and ranch beef
animal prices.”

Furthermore, Koontz con-
cluded in his white paper, new
products are a key to improved
demand, and beef producers have
a responsibility to help bring
them to market.

Results from the Koontz re-
search were shared with the beef
industry at the 2003 Cattle In-
dustry Convention and Trade
Show in Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 29
to Feb. 1. The independently pro-
duced and funded report was
presented at a committee meeting
Jan. 30.

“The industry should have
seen prices lower than those in
1996 and 1998,” he said. “It did
not primarily because of improv-
ing demand.”

Statistics in the report indicat-
ed that retailers and processors
are not keeping the recent im-
provement in demand all for
themselves, nor did they absorb
the impact of earlier declines in
demand. Demand improved after
1998, Koontz said, and “changes
in consumer demand have been

Joint New Product & Culinary
Initiatives Committee. “Through
their checkoff program and the
R&D Ranch, producers are
transforming consumer needs
into new products, preparation
methods and recipes with maxi-
mum consumer appeal. It’s a
win-win situation for consumers
and the industry.” In the end,
Koontz said, it’s important for
cattle producers to be responsible
for investing in new products to
improve demand, as well as the

\ The 2002 Five-Acre
Com Club winners

ytaß are scheduled to
appear in the

March 1 Com Talk,
a newsletter of the Penn-
sylvania Com Growers
Association (PCGA). Included
that issue: PCGA board of
director information, grower
feature, and PCGA and
NCGA news.

In addition, Koontz indicated
that retailers and processors/
packers had little incentive to
bring new beef products to mar-
ket. “Producers need to shoulder
the burden of some of the risk in
this product development arena
and, at a minimum, facilitate the
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Silo Lnloader hikes a (liant leap lorwanl!

wSluanlum MAGNUM O™

SIMPLY THE BEST!
You know tower silos are the best way
to store feed. Now Jamesway® gives you
the best way to fill and feed fast, with
great reliability. Plus, you get:
• Better Feed Quality
• More Feed Storage

wrapper
y Formed 10-gai

• A Clean Chute steel dischergi
/ Adjustable W

The all-new industrial-design Big Jim
QUANTUM System can be installed in
any type of 20' to 30' forage silo
conventional or
oxygen limited.
And since it
requires little
maintenance
and has no doors
to change, you
eliminate tnps
up and down
the silo

resistant cut-
/ Easy-access

inspection
cover

/ 27” impeller

CALL US TODAY FOR A
VIDEO AND BROCHURE

Silo Unloader I I
Experts |j I

YOUR ALL-IN-ONE
FARMSTEAD EQUIPMENT SOURCE

America’s Best!
SURFACE DRIVE SILO UNLOADER
America's best selling silo unloader just got better' Van Dal
been writing the book onsilo unloading technology for more
than 45 years And Van Dale invented and perfected the
surface drive unloader Now it's time to introduce the next
generation The MAGNUM ll'
The new MAGNUM II features a brand new Hi-Perform™
Impeller which adds more "throw-power" than ever before
Check it out and then check in with your
Van Dale Dealer
CHECK OUT THI
«/ Full 1/4"stalnl

THE VAN DALE

MRNns
Contact your local dealer for details'

VAN DALE Dependability through Quality I

• CABLE ALLEY
SCRAPER

• WASTE HANDLING EQUIPMENT • FEED HANDLERS
DUMPS - TANKS - TILLAGE APPLICATOR BELTS - FEEDERS -

CONVEYORS

See These Dealers For Details N0w....
FRANKLIN’S

FARM SERVICE
Laceyville PA 570-869-2407

HOOVER EQUIPMENT ROVENDALE AG & BARN
Tyrone, PA16686 EQUIPMENT

814-684-1777 Watsontown, PA 17777
570-538-9564

OR 570-742-4226

SOMERSET BARN
EQUIPMENT

Somerset PA 15501
814-445-5555

HARRYTROOP
Cochranville, PA 19335

215-593-6731

LAPP’S BARN
EQUIPMENT SALES &

SERVICE
Gap PA 17527 717-442-8134

SOLLENBERGER SILOS
CORP.

Chambersburg, PA17201
717-264-9588

STAR SILOS
Chambersburg, PA 17067

717-866-5708

HISTAND’S FARM & HOME SERVICE
Rome, PA 570-744-2371

JAMES L. HOSTETTER
McVeytown, PA 17051

717-899-6386

GLADHILL TRACTOR
MART

Frederick, MD 21701
301-663-6060


