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Seminar Examines
Agriculture’s

Past, Present, Future
LOU ANN GOOD

Food And Family
Features Editor

BLUE BALL (Lancaster Co.)
To help agriculturalists under-

stand and meet changing de-
mands, Blue Ball National Bank
hosted its 20th agricultural semi-
nar, Feb. 5, at the Blue Ball Fire
Company.

For 41 years, Glenn Shirk
served as the Lancaster County
dairy extension agent. Now re-
tired, Shirk recapped the changes
he has seen.

When Shirk first came to the
county, two-thirds of the farms
where operated by non-Amish.
The average herd size was 39.

That has switched. Now two-
thirds of county farmers are
Amish. Farm size, milk market-
ing, biotechnology, and free mar-
keting economy is changing the
way business is conducted.

Niche marketing has become
more important.

Profit margins must be thor-
oughly examined to remain via-
ble. Shirk and Charles Few, trust
development officer for the bank,
explained how interest rates af-
fect investments.

Because interest earnings are
at an all time low, people are
being enticed to participate in
get-rich scams and are being
scammed in the process.

Few stressed the importance of
working with financial people
you know and trust.

Advantages and disadvantages
of the swine industry were ex-
plored by Robert Ruth, president
of Country View Family Farms,
Middletown.

In dealing with negative com-
munity response toward pig oper-
ations, Ruth said issues are often
based on misconceptions.

On the aroma issue that pigs
smell, Ruth encouraged farmers
to invite neighbors to see their
operation. In reality, Ruth said,
pig operations don’t smell bad
except when manure is spread.

Ruth said only five percent of
the population is against the hog
industry. “The others are for us,”
he said.

Some of the audience express-
ed concern that the hog industry
will grow in the Midwest and
hurt Pennsylvania operations.

Ruth said, “When you com-
pare costs, land, com, and build-
ings all are more expensive
here but the cost ofproduction in
Pennsylvania is still cheaper
when compared with other states.
The West can’t produce and ship
here cheaper than us.”

Ruth who has been affiliated
with agriculture in many states
and in various parts of the world
believes that the future of agricul-
ture in Pennsylvania is good.

Other speakers include Ken-
neth Bailey and Lou Moore who
examined dairy marketing and
how it relates to the Farm Bill
and agriculture's outlook in
Pennsylvania and the world.

Presenters at Blue Bali Bank’s agricultural seminar, seated from left, Chuck Few,
Ken Overly, and Alan Strock. Back from left, are Robert Ruth, Lou Moore, Glenn Shirk,
andKen Bailey.
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SUL tre HEATERS
Cows see
the life...

fHERCULITEHeavy Duty
Black-Out

Ttinnel, Dairy
& Poultry
Curtains

The Purafire heater provides a consistent,
cleanburning and fuel efficient
source of warmth for all types of
poultry and swine houses.
Choose from two models; the
CBOM variable output (40,000-
80,000 BTUH) and the C225
(225,000 BTUH) Each is LP or
natural gas compatible and can
be mounted inside or outside
your confinement house
Electronic ignition
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The experts, engineers and veterinarians agree -

the best building Is a naturally ventilated building.
Herculite curtain systems offer state of the art, adjustable
sidewalls Even when closed, the curtains allow for natural
light and provide a snug environment

FEED BINS v<®)
We assemble, deliver
and set up
bins on your farm

'Weather tight die-
formed roof
'Stronger engineered
sidewalls

'Ground controlled fill
caps

'Galvanized roll-
formed legs
'Engineered leg braced systems
'Fast flowing hopper bottom

With CORE AUGERS
and O Fiex-flo™ AUGER

SYSTEM in 21/4” dia. to 5” dia.
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BASKET FANS
With Cord and Ceiling Mounting Brackets.

Direct Drive
1/3 Hp, 24”, 1/2 Hp,
24” & 1/2 Hp, 36”
Quantity Pricing (|
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CONTROLLER HT

Utilizes a threaded drive and drive screw directly
coupled to a heavy-duty, direct drive gear motor to
activate the curtain. Thermostat and timer are
available In a variety of curtain travel speeds.
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• Cool white, warm yellow, red, green, blue.
• Many lamp base options

Fabricators of Galvanized Barn Equipment

mmAuto Air H" System
State-of-the-art, electronic, static pressure control with built-in time delay operates high
quality screw drive machine winch that makes up the curtain controller series Available in
speeds of 15, 30 and 60RPM, this drive unit can be used for baffles, vent doors, ridge
vents, etc
Adjust-A-Baffle” Systems
From the originators of the plastic adjustable air baffle comes thefinest most versatile
baffletype air delivery system available One-inch thick polystyrene with a rugged
fiberglass coating laminated to UV stabilized PVC channels make any size a possibility
Adjusl-A-Baf(le“ is available in 8". 10”, 16”, 18”, 20” and 24” sizes
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Heats like the Sun and very fuel efficient
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PVC COATED HEX
Birdwire Netting

Made of the finest high quality 20
ga. tensile steel wire mesh Won’t
crack or become brittle after
years of exposure to sun or cold.

3’ & 4* CRAFT PAPER
FOR FEEDING gy
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