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Hort Expert: Get To The (Root ’ OfA Plant’s Ills
(Continued from Page El) hayc to regrow before any top-

roots are left in the nursery growth takes place,
when the root ball is bagged or key would be to plant
placed in a container for sale, more drought-resistant spe-
On top of that, if the plants cies, which include green ash,
are planted in already dry soil, sweetgum, Baldey press, Zel-
irrigation management is ab- kova, and others, but you
solutely key to the plant’s sur- “have to take these lists with a
vival. large grain of salt,” he said. Ir-

44 They intoxicate themselves with work so
they won’t see how they really are. 5 5

Aldous Huxley

Landscape managers and
homeowners have to get on
the “same page,” Bates noted,
to help provide an interface
for the plant between the con-
tainer media and the native
soil.

“We need to be aware of
water management in those is-
sues,” Bates noted. “The loss
of the root system is of major
concern in establishment of
container stock.”

The next issue is transplant
shock. The root-to-shoot ratio
has to be re-established. The
more severe the roots are cut,
the harder it will be to re-es-
tablish them. The roots will

rigation management is still
critical.

A lesson
well learned...
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classified ads
get results!

Start with good soil loam,
good soil moisture retention,
protection from wind, and
other factors to help plant sur-
vivability in the landscape.

Bates noted that a one-gal-
lon container shrubplanted in
the landscape requires water-
ing every four days for the
first four weeks after planting.
After 21 weeks, the manager
can water every 11 days.

What doesn’t help are anti-
dessicants or antitranspirants;
fertilizing, because plants rely
heavily on water; and prun-
ing, which doesn’t help the

Speakers at the PLNA drought workshop in late October included, from left,
Rick Bates, Penn State horticulture department; Don Martin, Kutztown SBDC;
Gregg Robertson, PLNA president; and Luke Eckley, Hortica insurance
agent. Photo by Andy Andrews, editor
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plant, because plant buds ac-
tually promote root growth.

Also, a popular belief that a
plant’s roots will stretch out to
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seek water is not true. Roots
“don’t proliferate in the ab-
sence of water,” Bates noted,
but simply stop until moisture

returns. And root growth can
take up to five weeks or more
toresume after drying out.
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(Turn to Page El6)

BINKLEY & HURST BROS. INC.
YOUR DEALER FOR QUALITY PLANTING

EQUIPMENT DESIGNED FOR YOUR NEEDS
WITH SERVICE TO GET YOU STARTED!

Several In Stock
For Winter SavingsMONOSENI

Good Harvests Start With A
Precision Specialty Planter
From Binkley & Hurst Bros.

A

* Proven Precision
* Hea' D

* Fertilizer, Dry or Liquid
7” 7” F-

Precision planting
When you add it all up -- seed cost savings, accurate seed spacing in the
row, accurate seed singulation and accurate depth control -- you’ll be
happy with the results -- a healthy, uniform plant stand and higher yields.
Monosem planters are dedicated to bringing you the latest in planting tech-
nology. Visit Binkley & Hurst Bros. Inc. to experiencethe advantages of pre-
cision vacuum planting with a Monosem NG Plus planter.

PNEUMATIC PLANTER MODEL MS
* 2 Row to 12 Row Unmatched

Accuracy In The Metering &

Placement Of Com, Sweet
Corn, Edible Beans, Squash,
Melons, Cucumbers, Sun-
flowers, Sorghum & More.
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