E28-Lancaster Farming, Saturday, January 4, 2003

What’s In A Market Report?

EPHRATA (Lancaster Co.) — The USDA’s Agricultural Market-
ing Service (AMS) collects and distributes price and sales reports on
farm products to provide equal access to both buyers and sellers on
current marketing information.

Uniform standards (such as quality grade and yield grade) on
which to quote prices have been established for each commodity. The
commodity’s price basis — per-hundred weight, per-head, per-ton,
per-bushel, etc. — should be noted in the report. Most livestock prices
are reported on a per-hundred pound weight basis (CWT) with those
on a per-head basis adequately noted. The weighted average is com-
puted by dividing the total value of the sales by the total number of
units sold.

For example: “Choice 2-3 steers, 1100-1400 Ibs, sold 65-68.00"
means the market reporter considered those steers of Choice quality,
ranging from 1,100 to 1,400 pounds, with the estimated yield of
closely trimmed retail cuts graded at 2-3 (on a scale of 1-5 yield
grades) and at prices ranging 65 to 68 cents per-pound live weight.

The word “market” can refer to the geographic location where the
commodity is traded or the price at which it is traded. Market re-
ports may denote market activity, price trend, supply, demand and
undertone. An explanation of these terms follows:

e MARKET ACTIVITY: The pace at which sales are made.
Active - Supplies readily clearing the market.
Moderate - Supplies clearing at a reasonable rate.
Slow - Supplies are not clearing the market.
Inactive - Sales are intermittent with few buyers or sellers,

¢ TREND: The direction in which prices are moving in relation to
trading in the previous reporting period.
Higher - Majority of sales are at prices measurably higher.
Firm - Prices are higher, but not measurably so.
Steady - Prices are unchanged.
Weak - Prices are lower, but not measurably so.
Lower - Prices for most sales are lower.

¢ SUPPLY: The quantity of the commodity currently available.
Heavy - Volume of supply is above average.
Moderate - Volume is average.
Light - Volume is below average.

¢ DEMAND: The desire to possess a commodity coupled with the

willingness and ability to pay.

Very Good - Offerings or supplies are rapidly absorbed.

Good - Firm confidence on the part of buyers that general mar-
ket conditions are good. Trading is more active than normal.

Moderate - Average buyer interest and trading.

Light - Demand is below average.

Very Light - Few buyers are interested in trading.

* UNDERTONE: Sense of direction in a given market situation.

DeMuth Silage Spreaders

Manufactured with Amish craftsmanship in Lancaster County
DeMuth’s unique roll forming process produces wear resistant curved corners

Big Willy H/D, 12” Silage Spreader
¢ Built to perform with modern high
volume blowers
¢ 12" base tube reduces back pressure
and friction
¢ 10" diameter fill pipe potential
* New H/D 15 gauge end section
* Double duty end section lock down

Willy 10-30, 9” Silage Spreader
¢ Use all your silo’s capacity

¢ Reduce storage losses

« Improve silage quality

¢ Eliminates many unloading problems
¢ Built to last

* Saves time and money

Wee Willy 10-12, 9” Silage Spreader
¢ Durable

¢ Easy to install

* Easy to operate

* Priced nght

Leola, PA Schiller Park, IL Waterloo, Ontario
Tel: (717) 656-4295 (847) 671-3400 (519) 884-2980
Fax: (717) 656-3289 (847) 671-3404 (519) 884-8824

VISIT US AT WWW.DEMUTH.COM

YVisct Owr Booth #HE606-A#607
e “The Reyotone Jarnme Stoow

DeMuth AGRI-PRODUCTS

......

Glimpses From Farm Shows Past

(Contlnued from Page E27)

Baked potatoes weren’t invented yesterday, as evidenced by the people who
enjoy them in the mid 1950s at the Farm Show Food Center.

(Turn to Page E29)

automatic farm sysiems
608 E. Evergreen Road, Lebanon, P 17042

Phone: 71 7~274-5333

e-mull: afs@nbn.com

See us at the

KEYSTONE FARM SHOW
January 7, 8 & 9 —Memorial Hall, West Wing

ON FARM STORAGE FOR
MAXIMUM PROFITS

 FARM BINS

e« GALVANIZED FANS AND HEATERS

* TOP DRY SYSTEMS

* GRAIN DRYERS

e HOPPER BOTTOM TANKS

e« COMMERCIAL FLAT BOTTOM

* A EXALO FEED SYSTEMS

e SAFETY ACCESS EQUIPMENT

We Supply Expert installation
and Service
Check Our Prices Before You Buy

FEED BINS

Automatic
Farm System

BIN UNLOADER

Ensures Dense
Material Flow

Installation

GSI1 EARLY ORDER PROGRAM

Special Winter Discounts on §torage Bins & Dryers thru

March 14, 2003

HAMMER MILLS
for Grinding

High Monsture & Dry
Grains _N

Grinds
Finer

than

Roller Mills.

Call Us For Your Nearest Dealer!

- Call For Details

c,, CUSTOM MADE _,
“u; 7,  AUGERS

o
Geo,/
g
Galvanized e Carbon e Stainiess

Y

V\G”“ 00“0“
0“6

a\\a“\

o ?:“““%\\ e

AUGER
INSTALLATIONS
4 In feedlots
4 In drying systems
4 Commercial
applications
4 At feedmilis or .
elevators Standard Auger Specifications

4 Around poultry & s | 6
datry barns

4 At your grain bins
or bulk tanks

4 Replacement

Augers for feed

mixers and farm

equipment

U-TROUGHS

Tube Gauge | 16 | 14
Flight Thickness




