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Food Prices Rise In Fourth Quarter

PARK RIDGE, Ill. — Following
two quarters of significant drops,
retail prices for food at the super-
market rose in the fourth quarter,
according to the latest American
Farm Bureau Federation Market-
basket Survey.

The informal survey on the total
cost of 16 basic grocery items
showed an increase of 71 cents
from this year’s third quarter sur-
vey.

The $35.69 average paid by vol-
unteer shoppers for the 16 items,
although higher than the second
and third quarter averages, is actu-
ally down 33 cents from the first
quarter survey average of $36.02.
While survey averages have fluctu-
ated in 2002, food remains afforda-
ble overall. Since its inception in
1989, the AFBF Marketbasket Sur-
vey average has increased at a rate

ALUMINUM GRAIN BODIES
& ALUMINUM REPAIRS by

lower than other cost of living in-
creases. )

“Yes, food prices rose in the
fourth quarter, but I think the key
is that the average is still below
first quarter levels,” said AFBF
Senior Economist John Skorburg.
“Essentially that means food prices
have remained flat to lower over
the four quarters of 2002.”

Of the 16 items surveyed, 11 in-
creased, three decreased and two
were unchanged in average price
compared to the 2002 third quarter
survey.

Sirloin tip roast showed the larg-
est increase, up 27 cents to $3.12
per pound, followed closely by corn
oil, up 21 cents to $2.39 per
32-ounce bottle. After falling 21
cents per pound in the third quar-
ter, cheddar cheese rose 21 cents,
back to $3.45 per pound.

Other items that increased in
price included:

e Oat cereal, up 15 cents to
$3.00 per 10-ounce box

* Bacon, up 14 cents to $2.88
per pound

¢ Whole fryers, up 12 cents to
$1.05 per pound

¢ Vegetable oil, up 11 cents to
$2.20 per 32-ounce bottle

¢ Eggs, up 7 cents to $1.12 per
dozen

* Mayonnaise, up 6 cents to
$3.00 per 32-ounce jar

* Ground chuck, up 6 cents to
$2.09 per pound

¢ Whole milk, up 6 cents to
$2.81 per gallon.

After being the largest gainer in
price in the third quarter, russet
potatoes plummeted 61 cents in the
fourth quarter to $2.02 per
5-pound bag.

Two other items marked de-
creases in average price including
all-purpose flour, down 10 cents to
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$1.35 per S-pound bag; and pork
chops, down 4 cents to $3 per
pound.

The remaining two items, red
delicious apples at 99 cents per
pound and white bread at $1.22
per 20-ounce loaf, experienced no
change from the third-quarter sur-
vey results.

Despite steady increases in gro-

cery store average prices over time,
the share of the average food dollar
received by America’s farm and
ranch families has actually
dropped. According to the most re-
cent Agriculture Department sta-
tistics, America’s farmers and
ranchers receive merely 19 cents
out of every dollar spent for food,
down from 31 cents in 1980.

USDA Increases Fees For Egg,
Poultry, And Rabbit Grading

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
USDA is increasing fees for cer-
tain grading services for eggs,
poultry, and rabbits, effective
Jan. 1.

The increase will affect most
processors who request egg, poul-
try, and rabbit grading services.
The basic hourly rate for resident
service, work of a grader with a

BAEBE TT WD EAANLK TR €

LPP (DL R PR AV s s W o

Aot e

THE BEST THING YOU
CAN DO FOR YOUR FAMILY
IS TO JOIN OURS.

regular tour of duty at a plant.
will rise from the current $31.52
to $33.36. In addition, the basic
hourly rate for fee service, work
on an intermittent, as-needed
basis, will rise from the current
$54.40 to $57.68 for regular hours
and from $62.76 to $66.64 fos
weekend and holiday work.
Additionally, for plants using

resident service, the ad-
ministrative fee for
USDA supervision and
for other overhead ex-
penses will increase
from 4.6 cents to 4.%
cents per case of shelt
eggs and from .036 ceni-
to .037 cents per pound
of poultry handled. For
poultry and eggs, th
minimum administra-
tive fee will rise fron-
$250 to $260 per month
ly billing period, and th-
maximum fee will rise
from $2,650 to $2.675
The minimum adminis
trative fee for grading
rabbits will remain un-

These ultra-light bodies are designed for strength
through engineering, not strength with bulk. For
example, a 16' grain body with tailgate and 48" sides
weighs only 1490 Ibs. complete. We'll build you any
length or any side height up to 60".
Also available:
* Double swinging hay * Diamond flooring
hauling tailgate e Pull out panel tailgates
* Barn door type tailgate * Any size grain chute
¢ Slide out cattle chutes

HEWEY WELDING

1045 Wampler Rd. Lebanon, PA 17042 (717)867-5222

HEAVY DUTY
HOOF TRIMMING TABLES

Endorsed by the International Hoof Trimming School of Wisconsin

* 12-year building
experence In the tables
design

2"x2" tube frame chute

chute measures
75"x28"x75" high

4" casters for cradle fold-
up
2 10-inch lift belts

3500 Ib. axle with or
without brakes

two hydraulic cylinders for
extra stability

too! box for D C. pump
and battery protection

manure grate to keep work
area clean

fold away side gate

removable head board

45 min. video from
International Hoof
Tnmming

¢ School of Canada

FOUR MODELS TO CHOOSE
1. PORTABLE 2. STATIONARY 3. 3-POINT HITCH
4. SKID STEER MOUNT

BERKELMAN'S WELDING

RR 7, AYLMER, ONTARIO, CANADA N5H 2R6
(519) 765-4230 1-877-230-9993

Web Page: www.berkelmanswelding.on.ca

Nobody can look after your family hke our family
The Farm Family group of insurance companies provides
insurance products and services designed to protect
you and your family - ife and disability income insurance,
homeowners' coverages, even insurance for businessowners
We'll take care of you just like family.

Visit our web site at www.farmfamily.com

[ J
Farm Rubino
: Insurance Agency, Inc
Famlly 108 South Third St , Easton, PA 18042

. Phone 610-253-6178 Fax 610-253-6870

www.rubinoinsurance.com
Life msurance products offered by Farm Family Life Insurance Company - Glenmont NY

Property/casualty insurance products offered by United Farm Fanuly Insurance Company Glenmont NY in MD and PA
and Farm Family Casualty insurance Company Glenmont NY inCT DE MA ME NH N) NY Rl VT and WV

changed at $260 per
monthly billing period.

These grading serv-
ices are made available
upon request and paid
for by the users. Current
fees have been in effect
since Jan. 1, 2002.

The grading fee in-
creases were published
in the Federal Register
on Dec. 26 and may be
viewed electronically at
h t t p /7
www.ams.usda.gov/
poultry/regulations.

YODER’S
Windmill
Service

To Our Customers and Neighbors
Thank you for producing bountiful, healthful, quality food
and other farm products.

Thank you for bewng good
stewards of the rich natural
resources with which we
have been blessed.

Your hard work, honesty
and dedwation are

appreciated.

We at The Ephrata National
Bank say thank you, hope you S\
have a pleasant holiday season and wish you health and
prosperity for the coming year!

Ephrata Ntinal Bank

You'll feel the difference. =

Member FDIC LENDER

Specializing 1n new & used
windmill sales & service

CALL FOR PRICING
717/532-4591
Send wntten inquiries to

2006 Bedford Road
Shippensburg, PA 17257

NOTICE: FARM
OWNERS
Goodvilte Mutua! 1s
One of the Top 5 Farm
Insurance Companies
in Pennsylvania.

WANT TO KNOW
WHY?

Liz Martin
Martin insurance
Agency
459 C N George St
Millersville, PA 17551
(717) 872-7756
Toll Free
1-877-791-5235
www martininsurance com

Affordable insurance for
farm, home,vehicle,
and small business 13

Agent for Goodville Mutual -




