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National Organic Standards: What Do They Mean In Pa.?
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Eberly processes about 20,000
ganic  broilers per weck and
1000 organic turkevs per vear
pvart of his speaalty  poultry
ratini.
Ny that the T SDA i allow-
use of the (1 SDA Organic)
ww o should see anncrease in
sales 7 he sand
berly  noted that the now
+adards should aiso help elini-
v ¢ “fraudulent  companies”
i sefl meats under misleading
inic labels.

matter of principle.

“Some things have been water-
ed down to include larger tarms,”
Fogarty-Harnish said. He point-
ed out that Scarecrow Hill pro-
ductionn standards are “actually
exceeding the rules.

‘Some small fariners thimk the
Name “orzanic was «tolen from
them ™

According o PCO certifiern
Sandoval. the mcreasing involyve-
ment of laiger companies in the
organic business should help vali-
date the industry as a major part

Growers, processors and han-
dlers of organic agricultural
products will gather to hear the
latest on the National Organic
Standards and certification pro-
gram and to honm the founding
directors of Pennsyhama € erti-
fied Organic

PCO will conduct #~ Annual
Membership  Mecting  and
Awards Banquet Jan. 22 at 4
p.m. at the Farm Show Compley,
Room B, in Hainisburg.

The meeting will begin
with a question and an-

manager of the Rodale Institute
Farm; and Btian Snyder. execu-
tive director of Pennsylvania As-
sociation for Sustainable Agricul-
tuze.

Pennsylvanma € evtafied Organ-
1C 15 a nonprofit organization that
educates  and  certifies organie
tarmers  withim  the  conwnen-
wealth of Pennsy hama. PCO was
established @i 1997 with the goal
of assuring the ntegrity of organ
1ic puoducts  through  education

and certification. The organixa-
tion serves approximately 350
producers in Pennsylvania.

The mecting and supper are
free tor PCO membeis. Preregis-
tration is requred fn the meal
Lo pretegister o1 to find out how
vou can become a meiaber con-
tact PCO at 1919 General Potic
Hwy., Suite [, Centre Hall. PA
16828, (814) 364-1344, o1 at in-
to@pao1 ganic.org.
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swer session on the Nation-
al Organic Standards. Sev-
eral speakers will address
the group, including Leslie
Zuck, PCO executive di-
rector; Jeff Moyer, farm

ot the food system.

“We're hoping that consumers
will see that no matter where
they go, organic means the same
thing,” she said. “It’s not just a
fad anymore.”

'CO member David Fogarty-

nish has a mived response to
. new regulations. He and his
¢, Peggy, grow 35 different
.cs of vegetables and run a

od ei
that Saves You

imunity-supported
iculture (CSA) op-
tion on Scarecrow
.+ Farm near Ephra-

The Classic

OQutdoor Wood Furnace
“I've saved over $19,000 00 in the past eleven
years My Classic outdoor wood furnace gives me
peace of mind knowing our home 1s safer and

more comfortable ”
Most Efficient Firebox Design

Our water-filled HeatLock Baffle™ traps heat and
gases n the top of the firebox for the most
complete combustion and heat extraction The
Ripple Top® design provides optimum heat transfer
surfaces n the most intense heat collection area

Lawn Care of PA
311 Willow St., Terre Hill, PA 17581
(717) 445 8431 Please Ask For Mervin

www.centralboiler.com

Tread Lightly and
Carry a Big Load

“1 think it’s positive
the customers be-
.se they want to be
red they're getting
tified organic
J. Fogarty-Harn-
said.
‘e al<o believes that
rules can benefit
aller  operations
h as Scarecrow Hill
he degree that they
ne all producers
sbide by the same
book.
trom oul stand-
i, it's good  be-
se our competitors
tollowing the same
+3.” he said.
t the same time,
.arty-Harnish is
«erned that the pa-
1al standards have
ited some of the
© ctices organic
ners adhere to as a
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