D4-Lancaster Farming, Saturday, December 14, 2002

Agreement Paves Way For Better, Smarter
Regulation Of Biopharmaceuticals

COLLEGE STATION, Texas
— ProdiGene, Inc., a leader in
the development of biopharma-
ceutical production and applica-
tions, announced that it had
reached agreement with the
USDA’s Animal Plant Health
Inspection Service, or APHIS.

The settlement deals com-
prchensively and finally with
allegations arising from activi-
tics in Iowa and Nebraska. The
agreement also addresses con-
cerns raised by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration.

Anthony Laos, president and
chief executive officer of Prodi-
Gene, stated that, “We are
pleased to put recent allegations
behind us, and are optimistic
about the future of biopharma-
ceuticals and their regulation.
ProdiGene leads the nation in
rescarch and permit applica-
tions in this new field. As a
result, we expect the enhanced
compliance program we are de-
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veloping in close cooperation
with USDA to set the bench-
mark for regulating the entire
industry.

“The future of biopharma-
ceuticals has simply never been
brighter,” Laos noted. “Prodi-
Geae’s proven technology pro-
vides safe, non-animal sourced
proteins, along with significant
cconomic benefits over tradi-
tional production methods. Out
technology holds the promise of
reducing the cost of production
and increasing the availability of
pharmaceuticals to better
combat discases like AIDS and
to reduce human misery at
home and abroad.

“The settlement with the gov-
ernment was not without cost to
ProdiGene,”” Laos further
stated. ““The settlement will call
for us to pay a tine of $250,000,
and to reimburse the euvern-
ment for the cost of destroying
500,000 bushels of soybeans that
allegedly came into contact with
a tiny amount of corn stalks and
leaves. Although USDA has
pledged to dispose of the soy-
bcans ‘elficiently and economi-
cally,” total costs may be mn the

millions. Nevertheless, we are
contident that ProdiGene will be
able to continue the responsible
development of biopharmaceuti-
cal applications.

“The process of negotiating
with USDA has somctimes been
trying, but always amicable and
professional. USDA even
thanked us for our ‘cooperation
during the process of developing
the consent decision and order.’
USDA has also indicated that it
considers the scttlement agree-
ment to address finally and
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comprehensively all the issucs
raised in lowa and Nebraska.
Importantly, the allegations
alone will not be used as a basis
for denying future permit appli-
cations,” Laos observed, re-
ferencing a letter from USDA
that was provided to reporters.
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“We have learned some valu-
able lessons,”” Laos noted, ‘‘and
we hope the entire industry will
benefit from our endecavors as
we work with USDA on an en-
hanced compliance program.”

ProdiGene can be reached at
(979) 690-8537.
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LIQUID PLANT FOOD
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New Tripoli, PA
610-767-7611

Introducing the 2003 R65 and R75 GLEANER models—continuing the tradition of GLEANER

innovation with many new features including an all new cab.

For decades, farmers have counted on GLEANER for clean harvesting, innovative designs and
efficient operation The 2003 GLEANERs continue the tradition with the state-of-the-art

COMFORTECH® Il cab designed for comfort, efficiency and productivity:

« A larger, curved windshield made from a single section of glass, provides great visibility
+ An enlarged frame opens up the cab for more comfort and easier access to controls
- New electronic displays and controls provide unprecedented access to important data

Efficiency Quality. Reliability. Performance To find out why thousands of farmers remain
foyal—generation after generation—stop in today to see the new generation of GLEANER.
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HERNLEY’S FARM EQUIPMENT, INC.
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