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THE ANTIQUE

DETECTIVE
Anne Gilbert

Old Photos Clicking
With Collectors

If you recently tossed old fami-
ly photos, tintypes and Daguerre-
otypes maybe you threw away a
bag of money!

I can remember a few years
ago at house and garage sales
when people snickered at the
folks who zeroed in on photo al-
bums priced at a couple of dol-
lars.

Or, seeing a bag of old photos
tagged a dollar. Forget that.
These days any example of early

photography and even 20th cen-
tury photos can sell for several
hundred dollars to the thousands.
Of course not every photo is
worth big bucks. But, you might
be surprised at what is.

Collector interest began in the
1970s and 1980s when avant
garde collectors rediscovered
photos as a collectible art form. It
was helped along when actor
Dustin Hoffman paid a then re-
cord price of $750 for a carte de
visite portrait of Abraham Lin-
coln attributed to Civil War pho-
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Tintype of two Civil War soldiers. Photo credit; Skinner

Auctions, Boston.

tographer Mathew Brady, at a
Sotheby’s photography auction in
1978. That was the signal for
dealers and collectors to begin
hunting.

At that same auction, other
photographs by lesser-known
19th century photographers went
for as little as $75. Many poten-
tial buyers at that auction didn’t
bid...waiting to see what would
happen. This would have been
the time to start a collection if
you didn’t have much cash.

These days upscale auction
houses such as Christie’s and So-
theby’s hold specialized photo-
graph auctions.

Many of the photographers are
considered 20th century masters.
Prices are in the high thousands
and up.

Another sign for collectors that
something was happening was
the acceptance in 1977 of photo-
graphic images by the National
Portrait Gallery and the opening
of their photograph department.

It’s curator began assembling fine
examples from around the coun-
try that were put on display. This
exhibit covered American por-
trait photography from the 1840s
to the 1940s. This gave would-be
collectors beginning and cutoff
dates.

Soon, other museums and the
Exchange National Bank of Chi-
cago began purchasing photo-
graphs by important modern

{Turn to Page B23)

PUBLIC
AUCTION

ntiqs., Collects.
Glass/China & Furn.
White MTD Rid lawn Mower

SAT. NOV. 16, 2002
@ 9:00 A.M.

WWW. ction.com

LOC: 174 Limestone Rd (Rte 10) Lower Oxford Twp , Chester Co,
PA (Dir Along Rie 10 between Rte 472 & Rte 1 - just N of
Oxford) APPLS, FURN: Fine Qak: Side-by-Side desk/bkcase,
cand! stand, washstnd; librar tbl, frame mirrr, Magh: occas 1bl,
Walnt: piecrust paw foot tbl Nice (2) 4-pc + (1) 2-pc Depr bed sets,
Woed Jard stnds, (2) cedr chsts, nice frames: oak/gild , deep & gild ,
steamr trunk, ANTIQS. & COLLECTS.: Banjo; Clocks: Plymth
mantl, novel The Storm, Iron: Dutch kettl, gnddl, fry pans, corn
muffin, deep fry, Fairbanks scales, Wood: roll pins, dry meas , Tin:
match holdr, spring scales, Adlake signl lamp, early Herrs Chips,
Solingen bayonet, Silvr Pitd.: set 8 Rogrs (Eternly Yours), overlay s
& p, tea set, serv plattrs, Dubois Dairy bottl, early syrup, lots cos-
tume jewel, 45 recs, Phillips 66 Tube kit, Cardbrd: 5th Ave candy,
old Herrs Chips, Reddy kilowatt, flour bags, wickr fernry, handwork
quilt, GLASSW. & CHINA: Stonewre: jug & other crocks, early
Pfaltzgr mix bowls, McCoy pitchr, Wade turtle, Fine China: sev
pc wash bowl set, Early syrup, Mary Greg vase, Pink case glass
bowl, Royl ptd chick/roostr, Royl Coply figure, Press Glass: egg
dish, salts, toothpk, based o1l lamp, pitchs, relish dishes, celry stand,
Stangl Pottry: plate, pitchr, Milk Glass, Staffrd histor plate, Engl
pitchr, Grn Depress: pitchr, nice mixr, Royl Chestr serv for 6,
Jadeite: water pitchr, nice battr bowl, nest 3 bowls w/labls, etc Hatl
tea pot, Ironst gravy, MISC.: Lots bed & bath lins, lot craft items,
lots box lots, LAWN ITEMS, TOOLS & MOWR: White MTD
LT13 Cruisematic nde lawn tractr, 2-wh] dump cant, car ramps, serv
Star lawn sweep , powr & hand tools Lots good pics, map & full list
@ www.probstauction.com.

Food Serv
AUCTION BY
MRS. WILLARD (HELEN) CHEEK
PROBST FAMILY AUCTION
ERIC R. PROBST, Auct.
AU-001856-L 464-3700
KARL BOLTZ, AUCT. AU-002953-L

PUBLIC
AUCTION

v Valuable Real Estate
3-Story Semi-Detached Dwelling
Antiques, HH Goods, Tools

=

Sat., Nov. 16, 2002 « 9 am.

Guns: 12 Noon ° Trains: 1 p.m.
Real Estate: 2 p.m.

24 Race Avenue, Lancaster, Lancaster Twp., PA
West of Lanc on Columbia Ave., pass former Hamilton
Watch, turn rnight on Race Ave , sale on left.
3-Story Semi-Detached Bnck w/Frame Vinyl & Stucco
Dwelling situated on 25’ x 172° m/l Lot. Separate 2-Car
Garage, L.R., D.R., Kitchen, w/Cupboards, Utility Room,
PR 2nd Floor 3 B R, Full Bath, Balcony. 3rd Floor 2B R,,
Attic Storage Area, Chestnut Wood throughout. Basement,
City Water & Sewer
Well built home * Nice location
Softwood Mahog & Oak Furniture, Assort of Books,
Linens, Old Quult, Collectibles, 6-Pc Toilet Set, Pressed &
Patt Glass, American Flyer Engines, Passengers, Box Cars,
Etc, Lionel Elec. RR Signal, Bnidge, Tin Girard RR Station,
Tin Glendale Station, Sharp’s Pepperbox 22 Cal. Pistol, 22
Remington Fieldmaster Model 572 Rifle w/Weaver Scope,
3006 Deer Rifle Bolt Action w/Weaver Scope, Stevens
Double Barrel Shotgun, 12 Ga Marlin Shotgun w/Magazine,
Amencan Military 42 Cal. Handgun, Boot Pistol, Sm. Sword
w/Sheath, Hand & Garden Tools
No out-of-state checks » Food available * Sale held in tent

Call (717)687-6857 for appt

SALE FoR: Estate of Francis Ziegler

Philip Ziegler, Execuitor

TERMS: 10% down, balance on or befqre Jan, 35, 2003.
ATTORNEY: Charles Golin .
Golin, Haefner & Bacher e

\
M""E?f# 687-6857 -%%

book banks,

'ONE THOUSAND TOYS & BANKS .. -
UNCATALOGED & UNRESERVED .

AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Wednesday November 13, 2002

RIDGE FIRE COMPANY BLUE ROOM ‘
Along Rt. 23, between Phoenixville, PA & Rt. 100
(Kathy is selling antiques & dolls in the pavilion)

An exclusive collection from one collector with no additions: many Book of
Knowledge mechanical banks. Many McDonald’s counter displays & premiums.
Many Disney & McDonald Disney items. Many ERTL banks and Winross Trucks.
Many Banthrico auto banks. Stack of erector sets in red steel boxes. Daisy BB guns,
incl. #12 mod. 29, mod. 99 & 1105. Many Coca-Cola collectibles. Tin Litho lunch
boxes. Baseball collectibles, bobbin heads, headliners Star Wars, board games, comic
books. G.I. Joe planes and small series figures. Matchbox & other die cast toys.
Tootsie, Midgetoy and Slush. Tonka and other late pressed steel. Breyer & Hartland
horses. Tin Litho tops, toys, noisemakers & banks.
All kinds of banks: comic character, advertising, dime register, die cast, mechanical,
Banthrico & other architectural banks, MM & MM mechanicals,
Gorham Disney ceramics. Many cast iron repro. & restored antique banks: buildings,
animals, Santas & comic character. Glass marbles, auburn rubber, die cast planes.

10% Buyer’s Premium Will Be Applied.

TED MAURER (AU-000593-L)
Successful Auction Management

1003 Brookwood Drive
Pottstown, PA 19464

Phone 610-323-1573 or 610-495-5504

Visit our website at www.maurerail.com
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