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MILC Payments Require Production Record Updates
‘Computer Glitch’ Won’tAllow Transition Payments For PartialRecords

DAVE LEFEVER
Lancaster Farming Staff

LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)
Dairy farmers who apply for

federal Milk Income Loss Con-
tract (MILC) payments must
submit full production records
from the period of December
2001 through September 2002 in
order to receive their first pay-
ment, according to Kathy Heil of
the Lancaster County Farm Serv-
ice Agency (FSA).

Since Oct. 18, the FSA has
been authorized under the Farm
Bill to send payments to dairy
farmers for periods when the
Boston Class I milk price is less
than $16.95 per hundredweight.

Heil said that farmers who
submitted applications that do

not include production records
through September cannot be
paid until the records are updat-
ed.

For example, farmers who ap-
plied in August without later sub-
mitting production records
through September will not be
paid until they do so.

Previously, FSA officials
thought payments would be paid
to farmers for a shorter transition
period. On Oct. 18, however, they
discovered that the administra-
tive setup would not authorize
payments until production re-
cords are submitted for the entire
period ofDecember 2001 through
this September.

“It’s a computer glitch,” Heil
said, explaining the misunder-
standing.

As of this Wednesday, about
600 dairy producers from Lan-
caster County have applied for
payment. About 270 of those
have submitted complete records
for the transition period and have
received payment, Heil said.

Producers who have not in-
cluded the last several months of
production evidence with their
application can fax, mail, or de-
liver the evidence to the Farm
Service Agency, 1383 Arcadia
Road, Room 2, Lancaster, PA
17601, fax (717) 393-7289.

Producers in other counties
should report to their local FSA
office.

To date, about $3 million has
been paid to Lancaster County
dairy farmers under the new pro-
gram.
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B®feed bins
We assemble, deliver and set up

’Weather tight die-formed roof
‘Stronger engineered sidewalls
‘Ground controlled fill caps
‘Galvanized roll formed legs
‘Engineered leg braced systems
‘Fast flowing hopper bottom

-/f-ff HEATERS

The Purafire heater provides a consistent, clean-
burning and fuel efficient source of warmth for all
types of poultry and swine houses. Choose from

two models; the CBOM variable
output (40,000-80,000 BTUH)

and the C225 (225,000 BTUH).
Each is LP or natural gas com-

patible and can be mounted
inside or outsideyour confine-

ment house.
Electronic ignition.

A typical small dairy of 50
cows inLancaster County is eligi-
ble for payments of roughly
$lO,OOO for a 12-month period
based on Class I milk prices since
last December, Heil said. How-
ever, declining prices in the last
several months will likely make
that rate increase for future pay-
ments.

With CORE AUGERS and
# Flex-flo AUGER

SYSTEM in 2 1/4” dia. to 5” dia.

While only about a third of
Lancaster County producers
have applied so far, Heil said she
believes many of them, especially
the Amish, are waiting for their
production records and applica-
tions to be submitted through
their milk buying companies.

“We still haven’t got any regu-
lations on (farmers) receiving
payments through dairy compa-
nies,” Heil said.

BASKET FANS

The last time federal payments
were available to dairy farmers
through the Dairy Market Loss
Assistance program in 2000-2001

Heil said about 800 Lancaster
County producers applied for the
funds.

Heil expects more than 800
farmers to eventually apply for
the MILC program “because it
involves more money,” she said.

For MILC payments beginning
after the transition payment,
farmers will have a choice of re-
ceiving the funds on a monthly or
quarterly basis, as long as they
continue to submit production re-
cords on time.

With Cord and Ceiling
Mounting Brackets.

1/3 Hp. 24”,
1/2 Hp, 24”

Heil also noted that payments
for fiscal year 2003 which
started Oct. 1 will not begin
until January of 2003, at the
earliest.
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HOG FLOORING

In Stock: 4’zB’ and s’z7’
• Excellent for farrow-QUALITY

PRODUCTS*
AT WHOLESALE

PRICES
1/2 Hp, 36"

Direct Drive
Quantity Pricing

Available

mg/nursery pigs
• Doesn't retain

bacteria
• Noextra charge for

custom sizes
• Easy cleaning
• Surface is non-porous
• Low cost flooring

Fabricators of Galvanized Barn Equipment

High Feed Costs Getting Ton Down?
.gjnian $$ With These HIGH
WiIFFICIENCY HOG DINERS

A feed-down design permits feed to be
dropped to the feed pan with easy access for the
animals, eliminating feed from being dragged
out and wasted.

Available in a
variety of sizes.
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HOG FEEDERS

PFrom Nursery to Finishing

Economically priced and available
in single-sided or double-sided
with feeding capabilities from

4 holes up to 14 holes.

HYDROTUBE FEEDERS
Feature premium quality Aqua
Globe Valves and easy clean
water pans. Available in finish &

wean to finish options. 1/2”
stainless rods welded to
heavy gauge stainless steel to
provide the strongest tube feed-
ers in the industry.
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Versatile dustproof,
moisture proof
fan/heater controls.
Airstream advanced
controls with greater
versatility. Whether you
need to control fans,
heaters or other
equipment

ECONO DROP
FEED DISPENSER

> performance at affordable
Can be tripped manually or
fully automated. Adjustments
1/2 to 12 pounds.

Controls

TEXPERIENCED &

SALES STAFF

Flintville
FARROWING CRATE

• Baked on Powder Coating

• Rubber Bumper Guards
• 3-position Sow Comfort
• Front & Rear Gates

• 1” Schedule 40 Pipe Construction
*V

f Call Us For All Your
DAIRY POULTRY SWINE

& Equipment Installation Needs^
Pit andLagoon PIT
Treatment B
• Virtually eliminates odors .

„

•Speeds suspension of solids for faster,
easier and more complete pump-out

• Enhances fertilizer value of waste
by reducing nitrogen loss

• Guaranteed results.

HER BOY AG Sun
OLESALE AGRICULTURAL SUPPLI

1-800-845-3374


