
Editor’s note: Written by
Pennsylvania Agriculture Secre-
tary Samuel E. Hayes Jr. exclu-
sively for Lancaster Farming,
this column provides monthly up-
dates on the exciting new con-
struction under way at the Penn-
sylvania Farm Show Complex in
Harrisburg. Construction is on
schedule to be completedfor the
2003 Farm Show.

As one goes by the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Agriculture’s
massive construction at our Farm
Show Complex, a new feature
can now be seen punctuating the
skyline.

It is different than the long,
sweeping roof lines of the new
Exposition Hall, new Large
Arena, new Livestock Bam, and
the new Concourse.

The eclectic design you can see
is the peaked-dome of the ro-
tunda, which will greet visitors as
they go from the current facility
into the new venues. The dome is
a very modest reflection of the
State Capitol Building and agri-
culture’s important role in public
policy.

This dome will not be opulent
like the two domes that grace our
beautiful State Capitol Complex.

Our peaked dome will not have
stalely columns or other grand
accents. Nor should it. That
would be too much, too expen-
sive, and not practical in the
Farm Show Complex.

But our small peaked dome
and its circular rotunda are nev-
ertheless an architectural expres-
sion that will serve as a tie to our
state capitol and agriculture’s
historical and primary role in the
departmentofPennsylvania.

Agriculture has been a mighty
contributor to Pennsylvania’s
economic, social, and political
governance since our colonial pe-
riod through present day.

The small, peaked dome is
translucent and will allow natu-
ral light to brighten the rotunda
portion of the new pedestrian
concourse. It will make it possible
for a person to look up to the
heavens, which provide Pennsyl-
vania and America with the
many blessings of our bountiful
agriculture.

Fast-track progress continues
to be made in all venues. In terms
of the new construction, comple-
tion has already been achieved or
is within reach before the Penn-
sylvania Farm Show in January.
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As of this writing, the percent-
completion for new construction
is as follows: new Livestock Bam
(100 percent, new Large Arena
(90 percent, new Expo Hall (60
percent, and new Concourse (80
percent lower level, 60 percent
upper level).

Upgrades within the current
Farm Show Complex are also
forging ahead. For instance, the
upgrade of the current Small
Arena is 80 percent complete
(new seats, new auctioneer/public
announcer block, new enclosed
observation deck, and air condi-
tioning). Contractors have
“roughed-in” the new 4-H and
FFA dormitory/business center
and the same is true of what has
been referred to as the current
Family Living Center.

There are 500-700 construction
workers of every skill and trade
on site each day. They are doing
a great job!

In addition to the construction
frenzy, we are entering a very
busy event season at the Farm
Show Complex. It would have
been easier to not schedule events
during the construction. But we
opted to continue our big fall
events such as the All-American
Dairy Show, Keystone Interna-
tional Livestock Evaluation,
Pennsylvania National Horse
Show, State 4-H Horse Show,
Standardbred Sale, and others.
We will achieve both events
and construction, all at the same
time.

Construction at the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Agriculture
also continues at our new Live-
stock Evaluation Center. An ex-
traordinary amount of site devel-
opment work had to be done so
this facility will be world-class
and the best in the U.S. Steel will
be set in the very near future.

Our current evaluation center
is 17,000 square feet. Our new
Livestock Evaluation Center will
be 178,000 square feet (10 times
larger).

All of this historic construction
at the Pennsylvania Department
of Agriculture is for the purpose
of building for the future.

HARRISBURG (Dauphin
Co.) Applications are available
for the Agricultural Education
Loan Forgiveness Program, bene-
fiting state agriculture and veteri-
nary medicine graduates, until
Nov. 16,2002.

The program, administered by
the Pennsylvania Higher Educa-
tion Assistance Agency
(PHEAA), repays up to $2,000
annually to borrowers of
PHEAA-guaranteed student
loans for each year the borrower
is employed full time in an agri-
cultural-related field. It covers
only PHEAA-guaranteed loans,
excluding personal and commer-
cial loans, and the borrower is al-
lowed a lifetime maximum of
$lO,OOO in forgiveness payments.
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The eclectic design you can see is the peaked dome of
the rotunda, which will greet visitors as they go from the
current facility into the new venues. The dome is a very
modest reflection of the State Capitol Building and agri-
culture’s important role in public policy.

Ag Ed Loan Forgiveness
Program Applications Available

All eligible applicants must
have a degree related to the pro-
duction of agricultural products
or veterinary medicine from a
Pennsylvania school or college.
Agricultural products include
field crops, fruits, vegetables, hor-
ticultural specialties, cattle and
poultry, timber and wood prod-
ucts, aquatic plants and animals,
and any products derived from
these. Applicants must also be in
their first year of employment or
work in the field on or before
July 1,1991.

Applications are available by
contacting your state representa-
tive. Additional information is
also available at PHEAA’s Web-
site, www.pheaa.org, or by calling
toll-free at (800) 692-7392.
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Power Port Auto Rewind Hose Reel
Put an end to your hose storage problems!
Easy payout, Just grab it and go! Each reel
comes complete with 50' of air toll hose and

3’ supply hose for connection to your air sup-
ply. 300 Psi working pressure.

Lifetime Warranty!!
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Power Port Air Tool Hose Caddy
End your hose storage problems! Easy to

carry, lightweight, less than 25 lbs. Easy pay-
out, just grab it and go! Available in 100’ or

150’ reels. Comes complete with air tool hose
and 5’ full flow swivel supply hose.
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3/8 x 150 - HC3BISOR $146.95
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