The ‘Take Half — Leave Half’ Adage

Dave Hartman

Columbia County Extension

I recently read an article
on pasture utilization rate at
the Website of the Forage
Systems Research Center
(FSRC) of the University of
Missouri. This Website is an
excellent source of research-
based information on grazing
management. For those of
you who are connected to the

going to http://aes.missouri.
edu/fsrc.

In the article, Jim Gerrish,
research assistant professor,
says that one of the grazing
management principles that
he “holds near and dear” is
the “take half-leave half”’
adage. Many of you have
heard Jim do presentations at
grazing conferences in Penn-
sylvania. If you have heard
him you probably would

agree that he injects a great
deal of pragmatism into his
presentations about research.

Gerrish suggests aiming
for a 50 percent utilization
rate in each single grazing
period. Utilization rate is the
harvest efficiency, in this
case, in a single grazing
period. At this point you may
be asking why remove only
half the forage mass? Or, how
do I know how much is half?
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There are animal and plant
management reasons for the
“‘take half-leave half’’ adage.

The plant basis for the
“take half-leave half’ adage
is the relationship between
leaf residual and rate of re-
growth. Leaving adequate
leaf area altows regrowth to
take place more quickly.
Most of you have probably

observed this in your pas-
tures. As I've told many
people that I have helped
with pasture management

“sunlight energy striking the
ground doesn’t do us much
good, it needs to strike a leaf
to benefit us.”’ Plants that are
overgrazed are forced to rely
on stored carbohydrates to
regrow. This is energy that
could have been saved for
later. Plants that are over-
grazed will have negatively
impacted root growth and are
less drought resistant. Leav-
ing half the forage mass is
better for the plants than

Internet you can get there b_y (Turn to Page 11)

BINKLEY & HURST BROS. INC. ~ YOUR DEALER WITH
LOTS OF QUALITY GEHL MACHINES ~ BUY EARLY THIS
MONTH TO EARN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS!

YOUR BEST
FORAGE BOX

GeEHL NEW MODEL CB1085

FORAGE HARVESTERS IN STOCK
with Tandem Axle & Metal Alert
with OR without Crop Processor.
7" and 9’ Wide Hay Pickups
In Stock for those WIDE WINDROWS

=~ UNMATCHED CAPACITY

Binkley & Hurst Bros. Inc. Offers
High-speed, clean-cutting disc technology

WITH SIMPLE,
RELIABLE DESIGN
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Gehl forage harvesters get the job done faster

with these performance features

* Exclusive Auto-Max Load-Sensing
System — Increase capacity by up to 20%
Lets you operate at top capacity without the
fear of downtime due to overloading

* Metal-Stop Metal Detector ~ Prevents machine dam-
age and hardware disease

¢ In-Head Hydraulic Knife Sharpener — Lets you
sharpen kmves in the field

* Patented One-Sided Cutterbar Adjustment — Makes
adjusting the cutterbar quick and easy

* Three Models To Choose From - Including the
largest capacity pull-type forage harvester on the the
market

Gehl's new BU980 Self-
unloading forage box has
been redesigned for
improved performance
and durability.

Features include

» True vartable-speed drive
for infinute unloading
speeds

* Single lever control

* Improved beater design

e Stronger drive chain and
reinforced roof

» Standard highway hght
package

» Optional folding 18-inch
conveyor extension
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All Gehl disc mower
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CENTER PIVOT DISC MOWER READY TO CUT

YOUR RYE TODAY! CHOOSE A QUALITY GEHL
MACHINE FROM BINKLEY & HURST BROS. TODAY!

MODEL 2412 DISC MOWER CONDITIONER
Cut Your Fields Down To Size! - T R

Gehl swing-frames give you the .

capacity and maneuverability of a self- S

propelled mower conditioner at a pull- §

type price pius the advantages of

high speed disc cutting technology

¢ Nine disc cutterbar delivers N
t1-foot 7-inch cut 25 )

» Wide conditioning rolls for The New Swing Frame
uniform, fast drying Gehl 2412 Disc Mower

* Full-width skid shoes protect the Is Ready For Delivery
cutterbar

Unlike some competitive units, Gehl's
cutterbar 1s fastened to a heavy-duty
tubular main frame for added strength
and support In addition, the entire
cutterbar is shielded from rocks or other
field obstructions with full-width skid
shoes

The gear-driven cutterbar (outlined in
white) 1s supported and protected

Gehl high-capacity blowers will
help get your silo-filling done
in short order.

New Model 1540 (540 PTO) In Stock!

* Twin spinners
Rifle material at nearly 35 mph

« Twin-sided fan disc
Paddles on both sides

¢ Split rim sheets
Feature a replaceable inner hner

* Many convenience features

* Simple drive system for more rehability
« Change from windrow to swath in seconds - without tools

e GEHL.

Today’s Most Advanced Disc Mower Conditioner

GeHL.. Model 2365

H

10° Cut In Stock for

Model 2345
9 Foot Cut In Stock

Long hood for less wind turbulence for cleaner cutting in thin crop stands.

A Gehl disc mower conditioner delivers exceptional cutting and conditioning,
even in your most difficult crops and conditions.

Rugged high-speed cutting discs, spinning at 3,000 rpm, easily slice through down and
tangled crops or dense wet undergrowth to deliver a clean cut.

The cut crop 1s delivered to Gehl’s specially designed intermeshing rubber condittoning
rolls for thorough, yet gentle crop conditioning They'll condition your crop for fast drying
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We are selling “In-Stock” 1016 Balzer Conveyors at

white) is protected. Gehl shields the icing Bearings are sealed in grease The
$100 over cost e

cutterbar from rocks or other field patented Protectadrive™ system protects the
*Unload left or right side *Hyd hoses to blower
Keep Your Forage Harvesting Operation On The Move!

cutterbar gear train from damage in the event
obsiructions with full-width skid shoes. of disc contact with major field obstacles.
*3/4” Poly plastic T&G flooring *Dual apron and 2 beaters
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Heavy Duty Wheel Rakes by GEHL From Binkley & Hurst
e BROSI INc- e atA AService of FPC Financial

§ o SPECIFICATIONS WR418 WRS520
oo ’; . Number of fingerwheels 8 10

A Wheel diameter 55-1/8" 55-1/8"
Trailer-Type

(1400 mm) (1400 mm)
——
G=HL’ V-Rakes

Teeth per wheel 40 40
2 Raking Width Rakes in Stock

<%

133 Rothsville Station Rd.
P.O. Box 0395
Lititz, PA 17543-0395
(717) 626-4705 1-800-414-4705
Fax 717-626-0996
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Working width 19'5" (588 m) 21°8" (6 56 m)
Transport width 10' (3 m) 10' (3 m)
Tire size 175/70x14 175/70x14

Werght 1027 lbs 1716 tbs
(467 kg) (780 kg)




