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Real People Help Farmers: J{‘;\;L Taracicio

thn pigs flv! That's when Jose Taracido will stop working with Pennschania faimers to
mplement emironmental best management practices A dedicated conservationist, Jose
works tirelessh to constiuct streambank fencing and restore wildlife habitats and wetlands
on farms aaoss western Pennsyhania

Undes Jose's ditection, the Partners for Fish and
Wildhie, part of the Foundaton for Cahfornia
Uniersin of Pennwlvania have secured severad
state and foderal grants fos partnenmg with farm-
ers contrtbuted to the cause with
fowr gants totahing morc than $1 millon Reaping
the benelits ot Jose's dedication {farmers have
deaner dimkmg water for then ammals, drought-
tolerant grasses for therr feed and inareased
etosion contiol

Jose s efforts also have extended to building
pattnerships, enabling him to have far-reaching
effects on our watersheds With his pattness, Jose
has been recognized at national, state and local
levels for his wotk on Pike Run m Washington
County

Jose has built a foundanon of trust with
Pennsylvania fasmets that has proved to be the
cornerstone of hus success i protecung not onh
our natural 1esources, but alvo our agricultural hettage Learn More w
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Real People Build Partnerships: T

What do the envitonment and bemg a banker have m common  You mas be

thinking “not much,” but for those who know Bill Worobec, the Tist s endless In real life,
Bill 15 a banker. and, in his hiee time, he speatheads an maedible partnership that has
testdted m the restoratton — some would say “rebuilding " — of Big Bear Creek using
natural stream design prmciples

“This project demonsiates viable solutions to a host of problenis representatine ot those
expertenced by alimost every stream m Pennsvhama,” Bill sad Usmg the stteam channel
as a road to haul heavy equipment and rocks 1 and out of the work aiea, Bill and a host
ol patners scraped off several feet of streambed to restore the gradient and teconstruct
banks and channels All this i just one week s tme!

Bemng a banker came m handy, as Bill managed to rase more than $400,000 m matching
money and secured a $376.741

grant from the
1ycoming County Conservauon
Disttict Ball has proved that partner-
ships and perseverance ate power ful
tools mrestonng and protecting ow
watersheds His mnovauve approach
to watershed restoration has paid otf,
especialh now that Big Bear Creek s
seemng new signs of hfe as maytlies and
wild trout return (o the area Ltevn
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real People Are Making a Difference — And You Can Too*
Everyone’s heard the saying “think globally, act
locally.” GreenWorks helps turn that slogan into
reality by focusing on the environmental issues in
your own backyard Through television, Internet,
radio and printed pubiications, GreenWorks

brings you the stories of everyday people making
a positive impact on the environment

Real People Respect Our Rivers: {” hm Yeher

Aﬂ dnector of the Rners Program at the Wildlands Consarvona, Chiis Kocher has
made it hic nission to protect, preserve and restore the phvaical and hiological health of
ous ners and streams

Fackling the entre Lehigh Riner watershed, Ghris
15 Jeading the way through a Rivers Conservation
Plan —- his most recent i a cham of plans that
are helpmg identify the phvsical, biologrcal and
cultural features i a watershed

Chus also spearheaded a mmne diamase
assessmment of the Lehigh River watcrsheed, which
ha< since lead to a restoration project on the
largest mine dramage discharge m the wateished
This will no doubt have an mmaedible influence
on the health of the watershed

With Chris” help, Wildlands Conservaney has

. successtully completed a number of other steam
restoration and improvement projects i nor th-
eastern Pennsylvamd, securing numetous grants
from several state and tederal programs including

Developimg successtul par tnerships o proserse
our watersheds, Chris knows what 1t means to be a watershed steward, and he knons how
to make 1t look easy “Mission llllp()&\[b]f’ 15 not a phrase in Chrs Kocher's vocabulany
tearn More ! Lo -
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Reai People Share Love of Nature:
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thn { arole Willtams-Green was a chnld, her |
mother shared her contagious love of nature with
Carole and her tuends, taling neighborhood child-
ten on five-mile walks to look ar the belds and trees
Toduy, Carole shares her love of nature with the chl-
diren patents and teachers of Southwest Philadelphia

Over the next 21 months, Carolc and her 10 year-old
nonptofit organization, the Cobbs Creek Communiy
Fnvnonmental Education Center, will be able to
reach 1,240 students with the help of a X
giant from DEP A major godl of the Cobby 37
Creek Community Fnvinonmental kducauon Center ;

1s W engage children and adults as community : 5
stewards Together, they will tackle the restoration 2

of the Cobhs Creek watershed, 1emoving debris and w msm Cobbs Creek Community

mnvasive vegetation, contolling erosion, planting g 3 BWIMIMM Education Centes, Inc.

natne trees and wildflowers and vepanmg uals

Carole 15 a successful vistonany Just last October Carole succeeded in opening the doors
to what 1s beleved to be the first African Amencan-founded uwrban environmental
education center with a creck and nparldn {orest at its doorstep As with her vision tor
retrofitting the historic stables at 6314 and Catharme Sueets to serve as the new
headquatters for the centcr, Carole sees the Cobbs Creek watershed growing grecner
through community involvement >¢arr Moo

involved, check out the resources GreenWorks
has to offer. Learn More:;

If you have an environmental problem that :
needs a solution, or If you're just ready to get

A Publication of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection & the Environmental Fund for Pennsylvania




