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NRCS Seeks Input On Vendors

HARRISBURG (Dauphin
Co.) — The Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
will conduct a public meeting
Monday, April 15 for farmers
and producers regarding the use
of third-party vendors. The meet-
ing will take place at the Farm
and Home Center, Lancaster, at
7:30 p.m.

The purpose of the third-party
vendor meeting is to provide
farmers and other USDA pro-
gram participants with an oppor-
tunity to comment on obtaining
technical assistance from sources
outside USDA. Technical assist-
ance includes conservation plan-
ning and the design, layout, in-
stallation, and checkout of
approved conservation practices.

NRCS and conservation dis-
tricts have traditionally provided
technical assistance for conserva-
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tion planning and practice in-
stallation, and will continue to do
so. In addition to NRCS and con-
servation district assistance, tech-
nical assistance will also be avail-
able from individuals outside of
USDA — third-party vendors.
Third-party vendors are indi-
viduals certified to provide tech-
nical assistance on behalf of
USDA. The use of third-party
vendors for technical assistance
was authorized in the 1996 Farm
Bill. The 2002 Farm Bill includes
additional language on the use of
third-party vendors, including
payments for such assistance.
State Conservationist Robin
Heard said “NRCS is committed
to ensuring that technical assist-
ance provided by NRCS, conser-
vation districts, and third-party
vendors will be quality assistance.
NRCS is also committed to estab-
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lishing a third-party vendor pro-
gram that is farmer-friendly. Pri-
vate sector technical assistance
will be offered in ways that will
be convenient to farmers and de-
signed to meet their needs.”

Input is needed on the specific
features farmers and ranchers
would like to see in the third-
party vendor program. NRCS
will use the opinions expressed in
these meetings to broaden the
availability and accessibility of
technical assistance through tra-
ditional sources and third-party
vendors.

For more information about
the public meeting that will take
place April 15, contact Gary

Smith, assistant state con-
servationist for NRCS, at
(717) 237-2204.
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Penn State Dairy Expo April 20

STATE COLLEGE (Centre
Co.) — The annual Penn State
Dairy Expo/ Little Interna-
tional Livestock Show is
scheduled Saturday, April 20,
here at the Penn State Ag
Arena.

Opening ceremonies are
scheduled at 8 a.m., followed
by special events, award cere-
mony, and a mid-day recep-
tion to honor Dr. Larry Muller
at approximately 1 p.m.

BUSINESS PAGE APPEARS IN SECTION C

$ee the latest in equipment and material news, promotions
and new hires, and burgeoning ag ventures on the
business news page located in Section C this issue!
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Call for Prices On:

NRCS approved Manure Storage Pits

Basements * Retaining Walls

Footers * Foundation Walls
Customer Satisfaction Is Our Goal

Lancaster Poured Walls, Inc.

2542 Horseshoe Rd.e» Lancaster, PA 17601
(717) 656-7370 » Fax (717) 656-7350
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F * Front & Rear Gates

* No Sharp Edges
* Solid Roek Construction
l * Pig Saver Bars

QUALITY
PRODUCTS
AT
WHOLESALE
PRICES

FEED BINS

We assemble, deliver and set
% up bins on your farm.
* Weather tight die-formed roof

*Ground controlled fill caps
& *Galvanized roll-formed legs
*Englneered leg braced
Systems
*Fast flowing hopper bottom

With CORE AUGERS

and @D Flex-flo™ AUGER
SYSTEM in 2 1/4” dia. to 5” dia.

*Stronger engineered sidewalls 28

Call

The entire unit
serves as the
weighing area
so that an
animal leaning
on the sides
won't prevent
an accurate
reading
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These fiberglass electrically heated
mats provide a warm bed for baby

WayPi ﬂ

FRONT LOADER, BACKHOE, AND
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN.

500 Animal Scale

P A
Litter Scale
An entire litter can be placed Iin
the portable WayPig at one time
The new oversize scale gives a
ciear readout of the weight in
pounds and kilograms. The

compact design allows it to glide
easily through aisles and around

The Kubota L48 15 the most Jaowerful and versatile compact tractor in its class -
perfect for demanding heavy-duty applications

tight corners.

The loader has a 3,000 Ib [ift capacity at the hinge pins and
a maximum Iift height of @ 7 feet

Us For All Your
POULTRY - SWINE

Single-Lever Operation with Automatic Hydraulic SelfLeveling feature makes
the loader easier to operate

The backhoe has o dedicated boom swing circuit for smooth, precise
and simultaneous operation

The backhoe has a digging depth of 111" and a maximum
bucket digging force of 5,908 ibs

The Kubota 148 loader with backhoe weighs approximately 7,760 Ibs , so it can
be transported on a trailer without a Commerctal Drivers License

Power. Performance. Versatility.
i this is everything you value in a tractor, climb aboard.
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Visit our web site at www.kubotaparts.com e E-mail us at kubota@nbn.net




