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Silage Quality Results Reported At Lancaster Dairy Day
DAVE LEFEVER

Lancaster Fanning Staff
LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)
Dairy producers heard the lat-

est information on forage quality
at an update exposition provided
by the capital region dairy team
here last week.

Results were released from a
2001 com silage quality project,
including com silage sampled
from 35 farms in the seven-coun-
ty capital region.

A major goal of the project is
to help farmers better anticipate
the right time to harvest their
com silage, according to Glenn
Shirk, Lancaster County dairy
agent.

Harvesting at optimum plant
moisture is key to quality silage,
Shirk said.

“Forage quality starts in the
field.”

The com silage quality project
monitored the effects of harvest-
ing practices and growing condi-
tions on forage quality and feed
value.

Dry-down rates and various
heights of cut at harvest were
also monitored on com grown at
Penn State’s Landisville research
farm.

Observations and results gath-
ered from the study include:

• Milk line progression and

stalk moisture levels are general-
ly morereliable than percent “fir-
ing” of plants to indicate harvest
date. In the earlier stages of fir-
ing, plants could still be making
more top growth.

• When kernels are well devel-
oped and milk line begins to re-
gress, whole plant moisture levels
drop about 0.65 percentage units
per day. If the current moisture
level is taken, optimum harvest
date can then be calculated.

• Harvesting outside the opti-
mum 61 to 70 percent moisture
range can have negative effects
on forage quality.

• Sugar levels were too low for
optimum fermentation when
whole-plant moisture levels
dropped too low. Desired min-
imum plant sugar levels are
about four percent for com silage
with 40 percent dry matter. Low
moisture levels in the silage also
reduced digestibility, lowered en-
ergy levels, and reduced dry mat-
ter intake. Poorer packing also
increased risk of spoilage and
mycotoxins.

• In silages that are too wet,
fermentation is prolonged and
can deplete energy and protein
content.

Com silages cut at 6 inches
and 18 inches were compared to
evaluate cutting height effects on

dry matter yield, nutrient con-
tent, and milk yield.

This study found that increas-
ing the harvest height 12 inches
decreased dry matter yield per
acre by five percent; decreased
nitrate levels; increased in-vitro
digestibility; increased percent
dNDF, DM, starch, and CP; and
increased milk yield per ton of
dry matter.

Net economic gains could be
boosted by higher cutting and
risk of nitrate toxicity may be re-
duced, the study found. Drought-
stunted com or specialty hybrids
may behave differently.

The report concluded that
chopping at the right moisture

level is key to good fermentation
and silage quality. Growers were
advised to monitor com dry-
down frequently after kernels
begin to dent by testing four or
five stalks for moisture and cal-
culating harvest date.

Optimum alfalfa moisture lev-
els are about five percent less
than that of com silage, when
storing in a conventional upright
silo, bunker, or trench, according
to Penn State data.

Farmers were urged to monitor
silage pH to determine proper
fermentation. The only tools
needed are litmus paper, a cup,
and a little water, the report
noted.

... For New Construction Why Not
Examine The "Chimtek Difference."

If com silage pH is between 3.5
and 4 percent, the silage likely
underwent a good fermentation,
according to the report.

Farmers also heard presenta-
tions on com and alfalfa diseases
and an update on available pesti-
cides.

While silage additives are
available for aiding fermentation
and preservation of forages in
storage. Shirk said they serve
mainly as insurance measures.
Good growing, harvesting, and
storage practices are the most im-
portant, he said.

For more information on for-
age qualityor to see study results,
call your extension office.

Tri-County Conewago Creek
Association To Meet Feb. 27

MIDDLETOWN (Dauphin
Co.) More than 40 participants
attended the kick-off meeting to
launch a watershed group dedi-
cated to the protection of the
Conewago Creek. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Wednesday,
Feb. 27, at 7 p.m. at the London-
derry Township Building, 783
South Geyers Church Road, Mid-
dletown.

The citizens voted on a name
for the watershed group Tri-
County Conewago Creek Associ-
ation and agreed to organize as
a non-profit corporation. They
have applied for a Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental
Protection “Growing Greener”
grant for start-up costs. Ifaward-
ed, the money will help achieve
the group’s goal of preserving,
protecting and enhancing the
water quality of the streams with-
in the watershed.

“We were extiemely
pleased at the amount of in-
terest in our first meeting,”
said Matt Royer, who is
heading the initiative to
form the group. “Obviously,
this is an issue that many
local citizens think is impor-
tant. We had a full house
and representation from
local government, small
business owners, conserva-
tion organizations, educa-
tional institutions and inter-
ested farmers and
other landowners.
Many individuals pro-
vided input as to how
they would like to see
the group reach goals.
This will be an ambi-
tious organization ”

The Conewago encompasses
more than 50 square miles in
parts of eight different munici-
palities in Lancaster, Dauphin,
and Lebanon counties. Its head-
waters are in Mt. Gretna and it
discharges into the Susquehanna
near the village ofFalmouth. Al-
most the entire headwaters area
is forested, and much of it runs
through the State Game Lands
v -

Chimtek Inner Liners are made of
volcanic pumice and high-tempera-
ture refractory cements. Its round
shape provides even temperature
insideflue and contributes to efficient
flow of smoke and flue gasses. The
volcanic pumice in Chimtek liners
adds considerable insulating value.

surrounding Mt. Gretna. The
middle and lower portions of the
stream flow through many active
farms and rural residential devel-
opment.

Nearly all of the watershed has
been recently assessed by Susque-
hanna River Basin Commission
aquatic biologists on behalf of the
commonwealth, and the majority
of the watershed is impaired. It is
too polluted to sustain the kind of
fish and other aquatic life that it
could if it was a healthy stream.
Increased sediment and nutrients
from agricultural runoff have
been identified as the major
cause ofimpairment.

Jennifer Hoffman, aquatic bi-
ologist from the SRBC, will be
speaking at the Feb. 27 meeting
about the stream assessment con-
ducted for the Conewago. All are
invited to attend.

All three chimneyliner systems distributed by DS Machine Shop are
ofsuper design, super performance, and super value. With all their
advantages these chimney systems often cost no more than ordinary
chimneys. Write or call usfor more specific liner information.

HEATMOR

O.S. Machine Shop
Stoves S Chimneys

Stainless Steel
OUTDOORWOOD FURNACES
• Heat Home, Hot Water, Outbuildings
• No Fire Danger or Chimney Worries
• Forced Air or Hot Water Heating
• 4 Sizes - 18 Colors
• Forced Draft - Ash Auger Clean-oul
• Wood or Coal Grates
• High Efficiency - Clean Burning
• 10Year Corrosion Warranty
• Dealerships Available

Outback Heating Inc.
Eastern U.S Distributor

2388 Old Leacock Road, Gordonville, PA 17529
717-768-3853

Lancaster
Farming's

Classified Ads
Get Results! Staunton, VA

806-743-5883
Jamestown, NY
888-763-8617

MARTIN’S TIRE & ALIGNMENT
We’re Your Firestone
Farm Tire Dealer!
Count on us year-round for:
• A complete line of Firestone farm tires
• In the field emergency repair service
• Implement and light truck tires in stock too!

Many Other Tires In Stock - Call For Prices

FARM TIRES
Traction Field & Road
13.6x28 6 ply $195.00
18.4x30 6 ply $345.00

Firestone All fraction 23°
18.4R34 1 ★ $525.00
20.8R38 1 ★ $695.00
20.8R38 2 * $835.00
20.8R42 2 ★ $885.00

Firestone Radial 23°
18.4R34 1 ★ $525.00
18.4R38 1 ★ $535.00
20.8R38 1 ★ $685.00
18.4R42 2 ★ $670.00

18.4x38 6 ply $365.00
20 Bx3B 8 ply $510.00

Visit or call us today!
MARTIN’S TIRE &

ALIGNMENT
Located in Churchtown

119 Water St., Narvon, PA 17555
717-445-4993
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FARM TIRES
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MAGISTRAL™ - For Men Only!
> (Nature's Answer to Prostate Enlargement)

Did You Know That...?
PROSTATE CANCER KILLS

A MAN EVERY 15 MINUTES ! Saw
Palmetto

Novo You Noticod Any of Theso Signs - Yot? Po,m

• Increased Urinary Frequency and Urgency - Especially atNight?
• Voiding is Slow, Incomplete, and Sometimes Painful or Burning 7
• Decreased Sexual Activity and Occasional Impotence?
THEN YOU MAY ALREADY HAVE

AN ENLARGED PROSTATE!
60% of Men Over 40 Hove on Enlarged Prostate - and may not know it!

An enlarged prostate can turn into something more serious. ACT NOW, rather than later!
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH. PROTECT YOUR PROSTATE.

MAGISTRAL - For Men 0n1y...
offers a very powerful, fast-acting liquid herbal preparation.

This profound maletonic may be token for prevention, or to alleviate frustrating prostate symptoms.
Magistral is a Natun Product (no side effects)! - Not a Drug (side effects)!

MAGISTRAL has an over six year track record in Canada -

proven effective and safe- with over 20,000 daily users I
BECAUSE MAGISTRAL TRULY WORKS FOR THEM -

YOU may also see a ma|or improvement within a week
Call us at Canada Health - Reading, PA office -

for Free InfoPock on MAGISTRAL.
610-921-2450 OR 800-775-1335

In the last nine months,
we have sold MAGISTRAL
to folks in Pennsylvania -

Dutch Country -

Today, most of them ore
repeat customers - holy lAnd Thanks to them
WE ARE HERE TO STAY!

Mgttil
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