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From left, Joel, Anna, and Vince Gilbert show off their 4-H projects.
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4-H Family Likes Hands-On Projects

DAVE LEFEVER
Lancaster Farming Staff
YORK SPRINGS (Adams
Co.) — The Gilbert kids enjoy
putting things together.
Vince, 16, and Joel, 14, have
been building rockets ever since

It’s important to have plenty of
open space around the area the
rockets are launched, he said.

Each rocket is equipped with a
parachute. If the parachute is
workijng properly, it will open as
the rocket descends to provide a

based on the flying escape vehicle
featured in the animated movie
Chicken Run.

Vince said he worked with his
father to build the float, a major
project.

“It gets stressful when you’re

with Twig Walkingstick

Dear Twig: What can we do with our old
Christmas tree besides throw it away?

There's a lot you can do with an old Chnstmas
tree, assuming it's real, not artificial. Artificial
Chrstmas trees aren't thrown away unless

they're neon pink.
For starters, you can use it to shelter wildlife.
Tie It to a pole or stake, maybe near a bird feeder. Or
throw 1t on a brush pile or nto a corner of your yard.
Birds and rabbiss will find 1t. They'll hide there out of
the cold and wind The needles may even siay green
until spring,

Fish can use old Christmas trees, too Sink the
trees in a pond or lake, weighed down with, say, cinder
blocks Small fish will hide there from big fish They'll get
to grow into big fish, too (and will try to catch small
fish, who will hide n old Christmas trees, etc)

Some cities gather and recycle old Chnstmas
trees They grind them mto wood chips for mulching

plants You can also cut off the branches yourself and
lay them on flowerbeds for protection m winter Then,
in summer, use the trunk to stake bean or pea plants.

Recycling old Chrnstmas trees, however it's

done, cuts waste, takes creativity, and helps the

environment. All those things, of course, are
gifts.
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