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Agriculture Department Completes Successful Ram Performance Test, Sale

HARRISBURG (Dauphin
Co.) — Helping to keep Pennsyl-
vania’s sheep industry at the
forefront of excellence, the De-
partment of Agriculture offered
133 rams and ewes at its Annual
Performance Test Ram Sale at
the Livestock Evaluation Center,
State College, Aug. 4.

“It is not possible to conduct a
performance test without the in-
volvement of many persons in-
cluding the sheep breeders of
Pennsylvania, department staff,
the livestock technical commit-
tee, sale committee, and staff
professionals at Penn State Uni-
versity,” said Pennsylvania Agri-
culture Secretary Sam Hayes.

“Also, I appreciate the buyers
who attended the sale. This is a
team effort.”

Of the high quality rams en-
tered into the performance test,
several rams rose to the top of
their breed at its conclusion. In
the Hampshire division, Clyde
Brubaker of Robesonia owned
the highest scoring ram. The Ken
Staver Family of Palmyra ram
entry topped the Dorset Breed.
Leading the Suffolk breed test
was the ram owned by Anne Rich
of Jersey Shore.

At the sale, 65 rams were of-
fered for sale by breeders looking
for rams to help improve the ge-
netic quality of their flocks. The

top selling ram was a Dorset
owned by Justin Smith of Dor-
cas, W. Va. and was purchased
for $800 by Dean Wehry of Her-
shey.

The Pennsylvania Department
of Agriculture sponsors the annu-
al ram performance test and sale,
helping Pennsylvania’s sheep in-
dustry achieve its mission of re-
maining a leader. The Depart-
ment’s annual performance test
evaluates the quality of rams to
stay on the progressive edge of
agriculture.

Over the course of the 84-day
test, genetics and feedlot per-
formance are evaluated in a con-
trolled facility to determine the

types of sires to be used in main-
taining a solid genetic foundation
in flocks. Through the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s testing pro-
grams, Pennsylvania’s sheep
growers are able to identify pre-
ferred characteristics.

At the conclusion of the test,
only the highest-ranking rams
are offered at the annual ram
sale, allowing for farmers to pur-
chase affordable high quality ge-
netics to take home to their
farms.

Excitement continues to build
in anticipation of the new Live-
stock Evaluation Center to be
constructed at the Ag Research
Center, Rockspring. With the

construction of the new center,
the Department of Agriculture
will be able to further its mission
of conducting 21st century live-
stock test programs.

Hayes said “We should enter
the construction phase for the
new Livestock Evaluation Center
in the near future. It is my hope
to have a Livestock Evaluation
Center that serves as a model for
the nation. It is important for
livestock producers and consum-
ers. In addition to the perform-
ance test, the new facility will
also be available for instruction,
research, and as a professional
conference center for livestock
producers.”

USDA Announces New Guidelines For Reporting Program

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
U.S. Department of Agriculture
today announced new confidenti-
ality guidelines for the Livestock
Mandatory Reporting Program
which will increase the number of
reports available while protecting
the identity of market partici-
pants.

These changes will become ef-
fective Aug. 20.

The new A3/70/20@ confiden-
tiality guideline will require the
following three conditions:

¢ At least three reporting enti-
ties need to provide data at least
50 percent of the time over the
most recent 60-day time period.

* No single reporting entity
may provide more than 70 per-
cent of the data for a report over
the most recent 60-day time peri-
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Monday, August 13th

Tuesday, August 21st

| « INSTANT REBATES...

minimum tube purchase)

Terre Hill Farm Supply

Terre Hill, PA '
Noble Road Dairy Equipment
Kirkwood, PA

Shirk’s Animal Health

East Earl, PA

Thursday, August 23rd  Daniel’s Farm Store
Leola, PA

Friday, August 24th Key-Aid Ace Hardware
Ephrata, PA

t

Buy 12 boxes of Today or Tomorrow mastitis tubes (mix &
match) and receive $1 off per box

Plus receive 5% off vaccines - Triangle 9 + Type Il BVD,
Triangle 9+HS, Pyramid 8,

Prism 9, etc. (with 1 case

Cydectin rebates... $6 off 1 liter
$15 off 2.5 liter
$30 off 5 liter
$50 off 10 liter

e RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 5% OFF CYDECTIN!
Stock up now for fall deworming! Approved for lactating cows!
6 months lice free guarantee!

* QUEST GEL... Buy 2 tubes, get $2 off! v
Quest Gel is the ONLY horse dewormer that controls encysted |
small strongyles in a single dose! Quest is also a botacide &

L fall is the season to control bots!

od.

e No single reporting entity
may be the sole reporting entity
for an individual report more
than 20 percent of the time over
:)l:ie most recent 60-day time peri-

These changes will enable
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing
Service to issue more frequent
and more complete reports on
livestock and meat, provid-
ing all segments of the live-
stock and meat industries
with information on which
to base market decisions,
while preserving the confi-
dentiality of proprietary
business transactions.
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)y damage to sweet

corn and pumpkins.
organic deer
repellent effective
to 8 weeks...will

not wash off in rain.

transplant time.

pumpkins, and melons.

s184'plus shipping

5 gallon pail.
(Makes 55 gallons)

* Repels deer both by taste and smell.
* All organic...made from fish & beef-by products.
* |deal for tomatoes, peppers, and strawberries at

* Prevents late season damage to sweet corn,

* Long lasting (up to 2 months with one application).

* No phytotoxcity...does not burn the foliage.

* No petro chemicals...needs no special handling.

* Exempt from EPA registration under FIFRA 25-B.

* Concentrated.(10:1)...1 gallon makes 11. Can be
diluted 15:1 on special applications.

Bobbex

Call:(800) 555-9634
www.deercontrol.com
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To help dry cows prepare for freshening
and the onset of lactation, you need new
Purina® Prepare™ Dry Cow Supplement.

Most problems in early lactation begin
in the dry period, but properly fed, man-
aged, and conditioned dry cows have less

Purchase 500 Ibs.
Dry Cow Feed in Bags

ce*> FREE Feed Scoop

HESSYVILLS

ol 6 S Vintage Rd., Paradise, PA 17562

The Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 required
USDA to publish mandatory
data on livestock and meat price
trends, contracting arrange-
ments, and supply and demand
conditions in a manner that pro-
tects the identity of reporting en-
tities and preserves the confiden-
tiality of proprietary
transactions.

Since initiating the livestock
mandatory reporting program on
April 2, USDA has attempted to
preserve confidentiality by fol-
lowing a A3/60@ reporting guide-
line. Data was only published in
a report if at least three reporting

To Get Healthier Cows,
There’s A Lot To Prepare:
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calving trouble, healthier calves, and fewer
breeding failures. They can also produce
1000 to 2000 Ib more milk. Prepare effec-
tively helps dry cows reach their 1deal
calving weight and body condition
There is a lot to Prepare. Ask us about it.

B Bl Purina

... Mills, Inc.

entities had supplied the data,
and no single entity was responsi-
ble for reporting 60 percent or
more of the data.

For additional information,
contact John Van Dyke, Chief,
Livestock and Grain Market
News, AMS Livestock and Seed
Program, USDA Stop 2619, 1400
Independence Ave. SW, Wash-
ington, DC 20090-2619; tele-
phone (202) 720-6231; fax (202)
690-3732; or e-mail john.vandy-
ke@usda.gov.

(717) 442-4183 800-635-3592




