
“Possibly you have forgotten to
send your check,” continued the
piece of mail.

Possibly I didn’t. And don’t
plan to. Because 1 never ordered
the publication in the first place.
I didn’t order it in the second
place. And I wouldn’t order it
now, probably, if they paid me to.

And now my account was
being turned over for collection.

Since I don’t have an account,
and am not receiving this publi-
cation, how can that be? And, if
this scam works, how can 1 get in
on it?

On Being a
Farm Wife

(and other hazard:

Joyce Bupp

“Collection Notice.”
Now what, I wondered, scan-

ning the top of a piece of mail
just opened from the day’s deliv-
ery.

And -this “collection notice”
was a mistake on someone’s part
that was making me increasingly
irritated the further I read it.

No, no, just kidding.
What really bugged me about

this piece of mail was the in-
your-face attitude. I did not order
the publication. 1 am not getting
the publication. I do not have an
account. Yet, a “collection no-
tice.”

“Action requested,” continued
the red-highlighted piece of
paper, in slightly smaller letters
than the collection notice head-
line. And in print so tiny to be al-
most unreadable: “Return this
notice with your payment.”

Huh? What is this?

Yes, I had months ago received
a single, sample copy of the mag-
azine for which I was now being
served a “collection notice.” I
had no recall of ever having sent
for the sample issue and no idea
ofwhy it came in the first place.

Actually, it had proved to be a
worthwhile and interesting publi-
cation, one that I had actually
considered subscribing to, despite
the fact that it seemed a little
pricey. After taking inventory of
the accumulation of publications
then as yet unread and piling up
on desks and tables, that idea
was bagged. We have trouble
keeping up with what already
comes.

“That almost sounds crimi-
nal,” observed our daughter,
scanning the piece of mail I
handed her later that day.

How many people, receiving
this aggressive, borderline-threat-
ening piece of mail, would pay
up?

You betcha’. Lots.

The notice proceeded to polite-
ly inform me that we all make
mistakes” and “I’m sure most of
us want them cleared up as
quickly as possible. That’s why
vour name was referred to us by
the publisher of a magazine.”

By gosh, this piece of mail was
correct. We do all make mis-
takes.

The three-sectioned “collection
notice” measures nearly 14 inch-
es long and almost six inches
wide, accented with bright red
highlighting. It looks nothing like
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a normal business billing
which presumably a genuine col-
lection sort of notice could be ex-
pected to resemble. The style and
design are almost identical to
some of the four credit card ap-
plications which also came in the
mail the same day.

You can imagine my relief in
knowing that if I just mailed a
check for $19.95 to this national
credit auditing outfit, “further
collection activity on our part can
be avoided.”

Well, goody. I will sleep better
nights, just knowing that.

Except, that there won’t be a
check for $19.95 or its way to
save them the trouble of generat-
ing additional “collection activi-
ty.”

A “P.S.” noted that upon re-
ceipt of my payment of my sub-
scription would be reinstated.
And a further notice indicated
that unless I disputed the “validi-
ty ofthe debt,” it was assumed to
be valid.

Makes one wonder if these
folks have ever gotten acquainted
with the very valid Better Busi-
ness Bureau or Consumer Protec-
tion agencies.

Perhaps, I can help with an in-
troduction.

How Is
Reduced-Fat
Peanut Butter

Made?
Regular peanut butters contain

a minimum of 90 percent pea-
nuts, whereas the reduced-fat va-
rieties contain approximately 60
percent peanuts.

The peanuts that are taken out
in reduce-fat products are re-
placed by com syrup solids,
which give “body” to the product.
Unlike the peanuts that they are
replacing, the corn syrup solids
have no fat, thereby reducing the
overall fat content of the peanut
butter.

(The numbers of calories in re-
duced-fat peanut butters are not
necessarily lower than the num-
bers of calories in regular versions
ofpeanut butter, however.)

Soy protein, vitamins, and
minerals are also added to re-
duced-fat peanut butters in order
to make them nutritionally equiv-
alent to regular peanut butter.
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GLUTTON FOR
PUNISHMENT
Introducing the rugged AGCO ST3S from the new lineup of compact
tractors designed and built for the professional operator. From AGCO
Corporation, with 100 years of tractor building experience.

The ST3S is powered by a 33-horsepower diesel with a standard
16F x 16R shuttle transmission with creeper in all 4 gears. It has
a flat deck, a wide-open operator's platform, with controls right
where they ought to be, and enough legroom and elbowroom for
the guy they call "Tiny". Power steering, 4WD, PTO, and much
more are all standard.
And, check out the ST4O,
with an additional

HERNLEY’S FARM
EQUIP., INC.

Elizabethtown, Pa.
717-367-8867

FARMERS
EQUIPMENT &

SUPPLY
Airville, Pa.

717-862-3967
B.H.M. FARM
EQUIP. INC.
Annville, Pa.

717-867-2211

WERTZ

C.J. WONSIDLER
BROS.

Quakertown, Pa.
215-536-7523

New Tripoli, Pa.
215-767-7611

Oley, Pa.
215-987-6257FARM & POWER

EQUIPMENT, INC
PA Rt. 516,

Glen Rock, Pa.
717-235-0111

B. EQUIP., INC.
Waynesboro, Pa.

717-762-3193

GRUMELLI
FARM SERVICE
Quarryville, Pa.
717-786-7318
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