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On Being a
Farm Wife

(and other hazards)

Joyce Bupp

Relentlessly it hammers away.
Whistling, roaring, it sweeps

down the ridge from the north-
west, bending the grasses, clatter-
ing limbs overhead, tumbling a
stray, empty calf-feed bag on its
way toward the lower yard. End-
over-end the layered paper flies,
somersaulting across a barren
stretch of yard, finally snagged
by the ultra-thorny rose bush at
the spring house.

A bit later, it shifts direction.
Now it blusters up from the

south, scattering cats as it top-
ples over a sturdy plastic lawn
chair on the back porch, twists
towels from the wash line,
knocks down the damp mop
propped outside to air-dry.

Occasionally, it even bears
down over the hill from the east,
carrying a damp chili hinting of
its origin over the ocean, almost
bordering on classic, old nor’eas-
ter behavior.

But no matter which direction
this spring’s ever-present wind
blows from lately, it brings dust.
It’s been some time since we had
a May so dusty, so dry, so desert-
like. And that, frankly, is pretty
scary.

Spirals of airy beige stir daily
on the field road below the
house, itty-bitty twisters, “dust-
devils,” dancing a twirling ballet
down the dirt path to disappear
back stage behind the green cur-
tain of the woods.

Each pass of a tractor, or of
one of the field trucks hauling
chopped forage, brings a less
dainty stampede of road dust.
Recurring waves of the gritty,
beige cloud assault my clean
laundry what hasn’t blown off
the line, anyway then silently
sift in through the open kitchen
windows.

Little wonder our house is end-

Asparagus
(Continued from Page B3)

and seeded
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 tablespoon olive oil
2tablespoons raspberry vinegar
l'/2 tablespoons choppedfresh basil
Vi teaspoon salt
freshly ground pepper
l'/i pounds fresh asparagus, trimmed bell pep-

per, basil, Parmesan cheese (garnish)
Coarsely chop bell peppers. Heat olive oil in a

large skillet. Add peppers and garlic; cook over
medium heat for about 15 minutes or until pep-
pers are softened, stirring occasionally. Remove
from heat and let cool slightly. Place in blender
or food processor and puree until smooth; stir in
vinegar, basil, salt and pepper. Cook asparagus
spears in boiling water for 4 to 5 minutes until
crisp-tender; drain. Spoon red pepper sauce on a
platter and arrange asparagus over sauce. Gar-
nish with thin slices of bell pepper, basil and
Parmesan if desired. Makes 4 servings.

Nutrients per serving: Calories 135; Protein
sg; Fat sg; Calories from Fat 32 percent; Carbo-
hydrate 21g: Cholesterol Omg; Fiber 6g; Sodium
450mg.
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bare-ground section of lawn un-
dergoing renovation has re-
mained just that. Dusty, dry.
bare ground, rearranged periodi-
cally with a dragbehind the lawn
tractor lor leveling level and to
surface any large stones. Even a
section hand-raked for seeding
has not yet sprouted weeds, an
almost unimaginable circum-
stance.

Stirred with the wind’s fre-
quent blusters are thousands
millions of tiny dandelion
seeds, carried on their wind-
floating-fluff like so many tiny
hot-air balloons. They float sky-
wards in the breezes, colliding
with maple tree droppings of im-
mature seed pods which take ref-
uge on chairs and pile up in
porch corners. Seems the wind is
stirring up everything but what
we really need, which is several
days worth of good, soaking,
heavily-laden rainclouds.

Weeks ago, late winter proba-
bly, 1 penned a lament about the-
then-seemingly endless mud. Fol-
lowed by endless wind blowing
endless dust.

lessly dusty. One recent warm,
sunny, wind-driven afternoon, I
reluctantly yanked down all
north-faced open windows of the
house; every passing piece of
equipment sent another dust-
devil pirouetting around the liv-
ing room.

One of the perpetually damp
places around the farm is our
low-lying back yard. Often dur-
ing May, we’ll have tiny springs
oozing up through the grass. But,
crossing the lawn with water for
the asparagus patch last week
something rarely needed during
its harvest season I was as-
tounded to notice cracks in the
soil of that shaded, moisture-
prone area.

In a world of X-treme sports,
and populated by the X-
generation, I guess it’s only natu-
ral to have X-cessive weather
swings. And now a good, soaking
stretch of rain would be X-cell-
ent.The higher edge ofthe garden,

which also squishes with mini-
seeps in extremely wet years, is
so dry that
all the soil
just fell
away from
roots of
young rasp-
berry plants
I dug last
week for re-
location. I
crammed
them into a
temporary
holding con-
tain e r ,

shook soil
around the
roots,
flooded
them with
water and
crossed my
fingers that
they trans-
plant under
such dry
conditions.

Even the

Let’s hope we can X-pect it
soon.

OPTION 1
PAYMENT

WAIVER TILL
July 1,2002

BINKLEY & MEYER’S
HURST IMPLEMENTS,

BROS., INC INC.
133 Rothsville Station Rd 400 N Antrim Way

Lititz, PA Greencastle, PA

HISTAND’S
FARM & HOME

RD 1, Box 231
Rome, PA

MIFFLINBURG
FARM SUPPLY

Route 45 East
Mifflinburg, PA

IPIfCC
FARM SUPPLY

Route 869 West
Osterburg, PA

GEORGE V.
SEIPEL
& SON

1521 Van Buren Road
Easton, PA

MESSICK
FARM
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Total Speed System -

'he Only One of Its Kind
‘ Advanced Design Technology for
Todays’ Forage Handling Needs"

Independent Out Feed Clutch
Standard Equipment on All

Meyer
Forage Boxes

Farm Equipment Buyers Trust The Name Meyer

Special Retail Finance Programs
See Your Local Dealer Today.

OPTION 2 OPTION 3
LOW RATE BIG CASH
FINANCING DISCOUNTS

15 Monthly Payments
0.0% APR

* On All Meyer Products Over $l,OOO * To Qualified Buyi
■ Call Local Dealer for Complete Details

Ewe have the competition beatiTj
LONE MAPLE

SALES &

SERVICE
RD 2

New Alexandria, PA

SANDY LAKE
IMPLEMENT

CO., INC.
RD 3, Sandy Lake, PA

WALTEMYER’S
SALES &

SERVICE, INC.
RD #3 Box 43-Bm,

Red Lion, PAo
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1-800-325-9103

Awareness Day Spring Event
DAUPHIN (Dauphin Co.)

“Your Best for Your Future” is
the theme for this year's Penn
State Cooperative Extension of
Dauphin County’s Annual
Awaicness Day Spring Event.

The educational workshops
will be conducted Tuesday, June
5, from 9 a.m. until 2:30 p.m., at
Dauphin County Agriculture
and Natural Resources Center in
Dauphin.

The opening workshop,
“Them Bones, Them Breakable
Bones” presented by Jane Train-
er, D.Ed., RN and Judy Kline-
felter, D.Ed, RN from Penn State
University Harrisburg Campus
will focus on the importance of
understanding osteoporosis
throughout the life cycle. Partici-
pants will learn if they are at risk
and what can they do to reduce
the potential of any additional
bone loss.

Everyone will have an oppor-
tunity to select from two money
management programs. Patricia
Powley, Dauphin County Exten-
sion director and financial man-
agement agent will present
“Managing Money on Your
Own” while John Harris, retired
extension director will present
“Revocable Living Trust The
Possibilities.”

Several Dauphin County Gar-
den Clubs will display spring flo-
ral anangcments to be given as
door prizes. Paiticipants are
asked to bring a non-peiishable
food item as a method of voting
on their favorite arrangement.
All food items will be presented
to the South Central Food Bank.

The afternoon will be high-
lighted with the “Sensational
Soups” workshop presented by
Nancy Wiker, Lancaster County
Extension family living agent,
and a fashion show conducted by
Fashions by Verginia’s of Eliza-
bethville.

The preregistration cost is $l5.
The fee for registrations post-
marked after May 25, or for un-
registered participants is $2O.
For additional information, con-
tact the Dauphin County Coop-
erative Extension office at
921-8803 or visit http://
dauphin.extension.psu.edu.

Milk IS the real thing!

When only the best will do!!!
Fast • Simple • Dependable

30-SECOND UNLOADING
• Full 8’ wide Inside • PTO or Hydraulic

Boasts 25 Ton Drive
Capacity • Our system is more

• Also Available In: stable when
Tandem Trailer unloading because
Mount with Flair the load stays low
and Wagon Mount and moves fast
with Roof

OT JUSTA STANDARD FORAGE
BOX ON A TRUCK


