
N.Y. Farm Bureau Files ‘Friend Of The Court’
Brief In Farm Housing Case

GLENMONT, N.Y. In an
effort to ensure that the Agricul-
tural Districts Law is interpreted
in a fair and just manner and
farmers are not subject to unnec-
essary restrictions that interfere
with their agricultural opera-
tions, New York Farm Bureau
recently filed an amicus curiae
brief with the Court of Appeals.
The brief was filed to support
Paul Hafher, Jr., an Onondaga
County crop farmer in his legal
dispute with the Town of Ly-
sander.

town’s zoning laws effectively
prohibit Mr. Hafher from placing
mobile homes on his property for
migrant worker housing that is
needed to operate his crop farm.

tating consequences for New
York farmers.”

units in rural areas are often not
accessible.

Many New York farmers rely
heavily on a seasonal workforce.
Many seasonal workers travel
here for the numerous benefits of
working on New York farms, in-
cluding the free or low-cost hous-
ing farmers provide in exchange
for this vital service. The farmer
must often provide these housing
facilities on site, since rental

In this case, it is the contention
of New York Farm Bureau and
other supporters, that the town’s
restrictions on the use of mobile
homes for farm labor housing are
unreasonably limiting and in vio-
lation of the Agricultural Dis-
tricts Law.

The Agricultural Districts Law
prohibits local governments from
enacting local laws or regulations
that unreasonably restrict farm
operations within agricultural
districts. However, because of a
1997 amendment to the Agricul-
tural District Law, the Town of
Lysander contends that the law
does not protect on-farmresiden-
tial buildings.

“This case is precedent set-
ting,” stated Elizabeth Corron
Dribusch, general counsel for
New York Farm Bureau. “We
are happy that the Court of Ap-
peals has decided to hear this
case. Preventing farms from
using this form of affordable
farm housing could have devas-

“For a town to arbitrarily op-
pose one farmer’s affordable and

New York Assembly Passes Bill
Creating Council On Sustainable AgricultureThe controversy centers on the

interpretation of a 1997 amend-
ment to the Agriculture Districts
Law. The Town of Lysander’s
zoning laws require all single-
story, residential dwellings to
have a minimum floor area of
1,100 square feet, a size that is
commercially unavailable for
mobile homes. Therefore, the

ALBANY, N.Y. The Assem-
bly recently passed legislation
sponsored by Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Magee that
would create and establish a
Council on Sustainable Agricul-
ture within the Department of
Agriculture and Markets.

“I have said over and over that
we must look at agriculture in its
totality what can we do to as-
sist every facet of farming
from lowering costs and increas-
ing efficiency and productivity to
marketing products and increas-
ingrevenue,” Magee said.

This bill would establish a
Council on Sustainable Agricul-
ture comprised of the commis-
sioners of three New York State
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Completely Safe, Will Not Burn Plants
Nutra-Flo "foliaraplapt food"* is completely safe for foliar application.

• made from 100% orthophosphate • crystal clear, water-white liquid
• chloride-free * low-salt index
• 100% water soluble • neutral pH

Improves Soybean, Corn & Alfalfa Vields
Research shows foliar feeding boosts maturity, quality and yield. Plants get an immediate
source jof N-P-K when soil nutrients are unavailable. Large applications of nitrogen,
high organic matter, high or low pH, dry conditions, excess moisture, extreme heat or
cold can reduce macro or micronutrient availability.

Call Us For All Your Air
Handling Needs and

Supplies Including Blowers,
Pipe, Cyclones, Bins.

STOLTZFUS WELDING & REPAIR
76 S. Vintage Rd„ Paradise, PA 17562

Call 717-442-9148
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acceptable means of providing
housingfor season workers is un-
reasonable,” added Dribusch.
“This fanner’s entire season is at
risk if he cannot provide this
benefit for his workers. Without
housing, he will not be able to re-
main competitive and hire the
necessary employees. If the
Court of Appeals agrees with the
Town of Lysander, farms across
the state are in jeopardy.”

Agencies and 12 appointees to
integrate rural/urban issues by
providing the fanner and the
consumer with information ad-
dressing the economic concerns
ofthe farmer and the consumer’s
concern with a safe, sustainable
food supply.

“There is a tremendous part-
nership to be had between rural
and urban New York and this
Council is the first step to fully
realizing it,” Magee commented.

CROP BENEFITS OF FOLIAR PLANT FOOD YIELD INCREASE
Soybeans • Improves and increases pod set Up to 12 bu/A

• Hastens maturity
Corn • Higher test weight

• Drier corn at harvest
Up to 9 bu/A

Alfalfa • Increased protein quality Up to 4 ton/A
• Hastens maturity

Easy to Apply with Post-Emerge Chemicals
Nutra-Flo foliar plant food can be piggy-backed with most insecticide and herbicide
applications. It meets Monsanto's strict compatibility specifications for combining liquid
N-P-K with Roundup® Ultra for application on Roundup Ready® soybeans.

Foliar Application Guidelines
CROP FIRST APPLICATION SECOND APPLICATION

AMOUNTFOR EACH
APPLICATION

Soybeans 4th to 6th leaf trifoliate 60 to 80% pod set 3 to 6 ials/A
Corn 3 to 5 leaf collar 10 to 15 days before tassel 3 to 6 gals/A
Alfalfa 4 to 6 days after each cutting

Lower Costs, Higher Yields
Nutra-Flo foliar plant food costs less. You'll enjoy these
other economic benefits when you foliar apply Nutra-Flo
plant food:

• Higher profits • Drier crops at harvest • Increased disease resistance
• High energy • Higher protein levels • More drought resistance
• Faster maturity • Better nutrient uptake • Increased root growth
• No application costs when you combine with post-emerge chemicals

Contact PARS, Inc.
Elizabethtown, PA

800-929-2676 or 717-367-5272
Quality liquid fertilizer since 1954!www.Nutra-Flo.com

WHITEWASHING with
ADVANTAGE FARM WHITE

• DRIES WHITE •NO WET FLOORS
• IS COMPATIBLE WITH DISINFECTANT AND FLY SPRAYS

• DOES NOT RUB OFF EASILY
• EASILY

BARN CLEANING SERVICE AVAILABLEWITH
COMPRESSED AIR

To have your barn cleaned with air it will clean off dust, cob webs & lots of the old lime
This will keep your barn looking cleaner & whiter longer

CALL US ABOUT ON THE FARM FLY CONTROL
Serving Southeastern Pa. And More

BEITZEL’S SPRAYING
Witmer, PA 17585 717-392-7227 or

Toll Free 1-800-727-7228 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM
CERTIFIED COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS

LICENSED 37 YEARS EXPERIENCE INSURED
5 Trucks For Air Cleaning And Whitewashing

RADIO DISPATCHED TRUCKS
Barn Spraying is Our Business, not a sideline.

Spraying Since 1961


