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OPINION
Outward Signs

Each year the Northeast Dairy Farm Beautification Program pres-
ents the Dairy ofDistinction Award to farms that provide a positive
image to the dairy industry.

A clean, well-kept, neat dairy makes a good impression on friends
and neighbors and shows how distinctive and high quality farm life
can be.

It also does one more thing and does it well promotes the indus-
try to those who know little if anything about farming.

“This program is run by volunteers and recognizes the hard work
and dedication of dairy producers who promote a positive image for
the dairy industry,” said Mike O’Connor, secretary of the program
and professor of dairy sciences at Penn State.

Roadside judging begins in May. Judges will look at a wealth of
factors, including clean and attractive buildings, good landscaping,
stewardship of the land, and well-maintained fences. Animal and
barnyard cleanliness are also key. Manure management is on the
judges’ agendas, too.

It’s not too late to apply. We’ve had ads running in the paper for
quitesome time now. Call Mike O’Connor at (814) 863-3913 to obtain
an application form, or fill in the blanks in the ad form.

These days, you have to promote your industry to stay viable, to
stay healthy. Newspapers do it. So should dairies.

❖ Farm Calendar ♦

Day, Manheim Fairgrounds, 8
a.m.-2 p.m.

Pond Management For Irriga-
tion, Livestock Watering, and
Recreation, Cumberland ex-
tension office, Carlisle, 9 a.m.-
3 p.m.

Wye Angus Bull Sale, Frost-
burg, via satellite, (301)'724-
3320.

Editor.

Barn Meeting: Tour Wo-Bo
Farm, Park Rd. and Frog-
town Rd., Ottsville, 11 a.m.-2
pjnii(6W)B4^26l^^^—

Palm Sunday.

Indi"''' - - P^tr^ennAg industries i'oultry
Council Fundraising Ban-
quet, Hershey Lodge & Con-
vention Center, Hershey, 5:30

(Turn to Page A43)

♦ Farm Forum ❖

Scripture verses, notes of en-
couragement and compassion
have poured into the Swarey
household, building their hope
and faith. The contributions and
auction participation have made
it possible for Lena’s expenses to
be covered.

The Swarey family has said
their gratitude can’t be ex-
pressed in words. Because of
how deeply touched they are
and all the emotions still pulling
at their hearts, they’ve asked for
help in trying to express their
thanks.

Certainly these words don’t
do their feelings justice. Thank
you to all those who spread the
word of Lena’s accident. Thank
you to St. Christopher’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia
for their early excellent care of
Lena and to the physicians and
hospital staff for their early in-
tervention and treatment. No
doubt her current rate ofrecov-
ery is due in part to their early
actions. Thank you also to St.
Christopher’s for the huge re-
duction of the actual cost of the

hospital stay, for the unseen
foundations, like the Burn
Foundation of Philadelphia,
that fund St. Christopher’s en-
ablingthem to provide such a re-
duction for uninsured burn
patients.

The Swarey family is espe-
cially deeply grateful to Shriners
Burn Center in Cincinnati. They
have been so good to Lena and
to the Swarey family. If you
have an opportunity, remember
the Shriners Hospitals in your
charitable giving, which provide
free medical care to thousands
of children. They will continue
to provide free treatment of
Lena and take care ofher future
skin grafts.

And to our own local volun-
teer EMT’s, who responded
quickly and professionally, gain-
ing valuable time in preserving
Lena’s life, the Swarey family
extends their heartfelt thanks.
To the many organizations,
churches, school children, busi-
nesses and individuals who
helped, thank you! To all those
in our community who brought
food, for donations to the auc-
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To Understand
Foot And Mouth Disease

The recent outbreak of foot and
mouth disease in Europe has caused
a great amount of concern for live-
stock producers in the U.S.

The first step in developing a pro-
gram to protect your farm is to gain
an understanding of the disease.

“Foot and mouth disease is one of
the most highly contagious animal
diseases known,” said Penn State
Extension veterinarian David Gris-
wold.

Foot and mouth disease some-
times called hoof and mouth is a
highly contagious viral disease that
can infect cloven-hooved animals
such as cattle, swine, sheep, goats
and deer, as well as other domesti-
cated and wild animals, including
hedgehogs, rats and mice. Infections
in humans are rare and nonfatal.

Infected animals suffer blisters
and ulcers in their mouth and nose,
and on their feet, teats, and udders.
These lesions often lead to excessive
salivation and lameness.

Foot and mouth normally is not
fatal to adult animals, but it can
sharply reduce agricultural produc-
tivity. Painful mouth and tongue le-
sions can cause reduced feeding.
Milk production of infected cows
drops sharply and may never fully
rebound. Meat animals may not re-
gain lost weight for several months.

‘GOOD NEWS’
ON THE ROAD

Background Scripture:
8:4-40.
Devotional Reading:
Micah 5:7-9.

While I do not think that God
sends us hardship and persecution
it is easy enough to get that without
divine intervention! I never doubt
that he can use them for his purpos-
es.

The first clear explication of this
idea is found in Genesis 50:20, where
Joseph comforts the brothers who
had sold him into slavery: “As for
you, you meant evil against me; but
God meant it for good, to bring it
about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today.” The
sinful act was that of the brothers,
but God was able to use their sinful
act for his good purposes. He was
able to make something good out of
evil.

Living a life of faith is not so
much being protected from misfor-
tune and evil, as in learning to read
it as an opportunity for God to re-
veal the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Scholars have speculated as to what
might have happened in the course
of Christianity had the earliest disci-
ples continued to live as a commu-
nity in the midst of Jerusalem, in-
stead of taking the gospel on the
road. The inertia to stay where they

The disease also can cause abortion
and low rates ofconception. An out-
break in the U.S. could cost the dairy
and livestock industries billions of
dollars in losses.

One of the most challenging as-
pects of this disease is how easily it
can be spread, which makes the dis-
ease difficult to contain. “Direct con-
tact with ill or carrier animals is the
most obvious method of transmis-
sion,” said Griswold. “But the virus
can survive for several weeks on con-
taminated clothing and can live for
days or weeks in the lungs, nasal
passages, or tonsils of humans. In
addition, airborne particles can trav-
el up to 40 miles, and the virus can
be carried in contaminated meat and
dairy products that, if fed to live-
stock, will cause infection.”

The U.S. has been free of this dis-
ease since 1929. While it is impor-
tant to maintain vigilance in light of
the European outbreak, it is also im-
portant tokeep this in perspective.

I spent six years working on an
agricultural missions project in
Kenya in the early eighties. During
those years, we had an outbreak of
foot and mouth disease in the com-
munity about every two years. We
were able to maintain a productive
dairy herd with a vaccination pro-
gram while the outbreaks would
occur around us. The increased level
of news coverage of the current out-
break conceals the fact that this dis-
ease has often been a problem in
many parts of the world since 1929.
However, the increased level of
world trade and international travel
by people from all nations has made
the task of excluding disease much
more difficult with each passing dec-
ade.

It is also important to note that
routine use of the vaccines as done in
Africa would have serious implica-
tions for our markets. The disadvan-
tage of using vaccines is that one can
no longer distinguish infected ani-
mals from clean animals, therefore
sale of meat products and breeding
stock to other nations is limited.
Therefore, an aggressive program to
exclude the disease is certainly war-
ranted.

To Practice Biosecurity
To reduce the risk of an outbreak,

dairy and livestock producers should
maintain good biosecurity on their
farms. “A good biosecurity plan is
always an essential part of good
farm management, but it’s especially
important now,” said Griswold.

Producers should quarantine and

were and enjoy their congregational
life together might have been a pow-
erful detriment to the spread of the
gospel.

A Closed Door
After the stoning of Stephen, how-

ever, there was a dramatic change in
their situation: “Devout men buried
Stephen and made great lamentation
over him. But Sail laid waste the
church, and entering house after
house, he dragged off men and
women and committed them to pris-
on” (4:2,3).

God was not the author of the tur-
moil that Sail unleashed on the
church. Sail was able to do that with-
out any divine help.

And this was no temporary, minor
tribulation the church would experi-
ence at his hands. Many of the Jeru-
salem Christians were scattered into
Judea and Samaria, so by the grace
of God this tragedy was turned into
an advantage for the gospel: “Now
those who were scattered went about
preaching the word” (4:5).

Samaria, if you will remember,
was the home of those who were
alienated from the Jews. Many of
them had come to inhabit Samaria
after the people of Israel were car-
ried offinto captivity. Although they
presumed that they were worship-
ping the traditional God of Israel,
they were a polyglot mixture of peo-
ples. Jews and Samaritans despised
each other, which is what made the
parable of the Good Samaritan so
poignant. The Samaritans were re-
garded as “the bad guys.”

Yet, the Jerusalem persecution of
Christians forced many to flee into
Samaria, where they made the Good
News available to the maligned Sa-
maritans.

Without the persecution in Jerusa-
lem, would Luke have been able to
write: “Philip went down to a city of
Samaria, and proclaimed to them
the Christ” (4;5)? Saul was the cat-
alyst for this wave of persecution,
but it was God who shaped the end
result.

observe new animals for at least four
weeks before mixing them with their
herds. If any animal displays exces-
sive salivation or lameness associat-
ed with blisters of the mouth, nose,
or feet or other suspicious symp-
toms producers immediately
should contact their veterinarian, a
state or federal veterinarian, or a
county Penn State Cooperative Ex-
tension agent.

“Early recognition of warning
signs and prompt notification of vet-
erinary officials are vital for success-
ful isolation and eradication of in-
fected animals,” said Griswold.
“Fast action may prevent the disease
from becoming established in the
United States, or at least reduce the
time, energy, and money needed to
wipe it out.”

Avoiding unnecessary travel to

other livestock farms and excluding
visitors from livestock farms is a
good, common-sense practice.

The USDA has banned the import
of all animals and animal products
from the European Union. USDA
and Customs Service inspectors at
international airports and seaports
are questioning travelers and in-
specting cargo to prevent the impor-
tation of banned meats, cheeses, and
other products that could contain
the virus.

Travelers coming from countries
where the disease exits are being
asked to launder their clothing be-
fore returning to the U.S. The
clothes and shoes of those who visit-
ed agricultural areas may be disin-
fected at the airport. “If you visit
rural areas overseas, buy some com-
fortable but inexpensive clothes and
shoes that you can leave behind be-
fore flying home,” Griswold said.
“Once back in the United States, re-
frain from visiting animal agricul-
ture areas for at least 14 days.”

The USDA has established a toll-
free telephone center to respond to
questions from the public, industry,
and media regarding USDA’s re-
sponse to the outbreak of foot and
mouth disease in Europe. The toll-
free number is 1-800-601-9327. Inter-
national callers can reach the center
by dialing 01-301-734-9257.

For more information about foot
and mouth disease, contact any Penn
State Cooperative Extension county
office, or visit the Web at http://
fmd.cas.psu.edu.

Quote of the Week:
“There is no finer investment for

any community than putting milk
into babies.”

Winston Churchill

Scandalized!
Keep in mind that the Jerusalem

Christians still thought ofthemselves
as Jews (albeit Jews who followed
Jesus Christ) and we would expect
that they would have been scandal-
ized about the Samaritan mission.
Instead, a great barrier began to
crumble: “Now when the apostles at
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent
to them Peter and John, who came
down and prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit”
(4:14,15). In the midst of persecu-
tion, God broke down a wall between
Jewish Christians and Samaritans
no small accomplishment!

Note that there were no angels
sent to Sail to inspire his shameful
violence against the church. The per-
secution came from Saul’s misguided
zeal. But an angel was sent to Philip:
“Rise and go toward the south, to
the road that goes down from Jeru-
salem to Gaza” (4:26). Having
stirred Samaria, Philip was now to
turn southward to another barrier
that could represent another oppor-
tunity for the gospel.

When bad things happen in our
lives and when doors seem slammed
shut in our faces, let us remember
that, for all the evil that caused this,
it may be an opportunity for God to
help us take the Good News on the
road.
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