
On Being a
Farm Wife

(and other
hazards)

Joyce Bupp

An array of beautiful blooms
surrounds us.

mism on the umpteenth night in
a row that I waddle into the
milkhouse, padded with so many
layers of puffy clothes that I re-
semble the Pillsbury doughboy
decked out in quilted plaid flan-
nel. I grumble to The Farmer
that I am positive I NEVER
want to live in Alaska.

Lovely daisies of white, pink
and yellow. Bright sunflowers,
glowing orange and rusty-red.
Perky blue salvia stems, held
daintily above deep green foliage.
Butterflies flitting over cherry
red zinnias.

Not a bug in sight.
No weeds. No bending,

stretching, digging, pulling. No
sweat.

Snuggled under a warm Af-
ghan, the woodstove crackling,
and cup of hot chocolate in hand,
I can study and sketch layouts
and make lists and wish about
the gardening season. Which is
not really all that far away, if we
can peek around those obscene,
single-digit thermometer read-
ings to look for it.

Along with catalogs from sev-
eral favorite old standby seed
firms have come some interesting
and unusual ones. Like one spe-
cializing in seeds for gardening

Dreaming?
You betcha.
Dreaming with a stack of seed

catalogs growing higher by the
day, deliveries of cheery wishful
thinking tucked in among the av-
alanche of tax forms, monthly
bills, and endless come-ons from
credit card companies.

These annual paperback publi-
cations dangle hope and opti-

times more potent as an anti-
cancer, anti-oxidant agent than
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Warmed by the snugly Af-
ghan, the hot chocolate and the
promise of gardening heaven, I
succumb to the tempting siren
song of the catalogs, beckoning
me to flee (if only in my dreams)
from the demons of low-digit
temperatures.

As mid-winter escape excur-
sions go, it’s a heck of a lot
cheaper than a cruise.

“Farming From The Heart”
was produced by WPSX-TV, the
public television station in State
College.

Mahoning Outdoor Furnaces |
Cut Your Heating Costs With Our
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WANTED
A Few Good Farmers

To sell what you grow or produce - sweet corn, tomatoes,

greens, strawberries, peaches, melons, apples, flowers,
baked goods, honey, eggs, milk, cheese, meat, fish.
To come to outdoor farmers’ markets in Philadelphia and
work with the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture’s
Farmers Market Nutrition Program.
To take home as much as $l,OOO a day at peak season
(farmers’ daily sales average over $600).

Variety is the key to success. Small farms are welcome!
Several of our most successful farmers grow on less than

Farmers' Market Trust
Call (251) 568-0830 or (800) 417-9499

or e-mail duane@hbertynet.organsibic lor typographical<fror> We reservt the right to substitute gift items
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